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CHAPTER VIII. 



Don Anastasio DE Rada, a gentleman of Ore- 
n&da, waa living happUj in the town of Antequeru, 
with Donna EBtejihania his wife, who united every 
charm of person and mini] with the moat iniquca- 
tdonable virtue. II' her atFection was lively towaixla 
her husband, hie love for her was violent beyond all 
bounds, lie was naturally prone to Jealousy ; and 
though wantonness could nG\'Gr assume sucli a sem- 
blance as his wife's, hia tliouglits were not quite at 
rest upon the subject. Jle was apprehensive lest 
Eonie secret enemy to his repose might make some 
attempt iipon his honor. Ilia eye was turned ns- 
kanec upon all bis friends, except Don Iliiberto de 
Ilordales, who frequented the house without suspi- 
(UOQ in quality of £stephania'B cousin, and was the 
only man in whom he ought not to have confided. 

Don lluberto did actually fall , in love with hia 
C9) 




10 GIL BLAS. 

cousin, and ventured to make his Bentimentsk 
in contempt of consanguinity and the tics of friend- 
ship. The lady, who was considerate, instead of 
making an outcry which might have led to fatal con- 
eequencee, reproved lier kinaroan gently, represented 
to him the extreme criminality of attempting to se- 
duce her and ditihonor her husband, and told him 
very seriously that he must not flatter himself with 
the most distant hope. 

This moderation only inflamed the seducer's ap- 
petite the more. Taking it for granted that, as a. 
woman who had been accustomed to save appear- 
ances, she only wanted to be more strongly urged, 
he began to adopt little freedoms of more warmth 
than delicacy, and had the assurance one day to put 
the question home tu her. She I'cpulecd him with 
unbridled indignation, and thi-eatened to refer the 
punishment of liis offence to Don Anastasio. Her 
suitor, alarmed at such an intimation, promised to 
drop the subject ; and Estephania, in the candor of 
her soul, forgave hin\ for the past. 

Don Huberto, a man totally devoid of principle, 
could not feel his passion to he foiled without entei^ 
taining a mean spirit of revenge. He knew the 
weak side of Don Anastasio's temper. This was 
enough to engender the blackest design that ever 
scoundrel plotted. One evening, as he was walking 
alone with this misguided husband, he said with an 
air of extreme uneasiness, My dear friend, I can no 
longer live without unburdening my mind ; and yet 
I would be forever silent, but that you value honor 
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Oir above n treacherous repose. Your aeiito feeliii^^ 
aiitl iny own, on points which concern Ounicstic in- 
jui'ies, forbid me to conceal what is passing in your 
fiiinilj'. Prepare to hear what will occasion you as 
much grief as afitoniftliinent. I am going to wound 
you in the tonderest part. 

I know what you mean, interrupted Don Annsta- 
sio, in the first burst of agony ; your cousin is un- 
faithful. I no longer acknowledge her for my cousin, 
replied Honlales with imposeioned tehcmenee ; I dis- 
own her, as unworthy to share my friend's embraces. 
This is keeping me too long upon the rack, exclaimed 
Don Anastasio : say oit ; what has Estephania done ? 
She has betrayed you, replied Don Huberto. You 
hnve a rival to whom she hstens in private, hut I 
cannot give you his name ; for the adulterer, under 
&Tor of impenetrable darkness, has escaped the ken 
of those who watched him. All 1 know is, that you 
are duped : of that fact I am well assured. My own 
share in the disgrace is a sufHcient pledge of my ve- 
racity. Ilor infidelity must be palpable indeed, when 
I tum Estephanja'a accuser. 

It ia to no purpose, continued he, watching the 
suceessfiil impression of his discourse, — it is to no 
purpose to discuss the subject further. I perceive 
your indignation at the treacherous requital of your 
love, and your thouglita all aiming at a just revenge. 
Take your own coiu^c. Heed not in what relation 
to you your victim may stand ; but convince the 
whole city that there is no eartldy being whom you 
would not sacrifice to your honor. 
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Thus did the traitor esas|ierate a too credulous 
husband ng^inst an innocent wife ; depicting in bucIi 
glowing eolors the hifaniy in which he would bo 
plunged, if he left the insult unpunished, as to 
heighten his anger into madness. Behold Don An- 
astasio with his mind completely overturned, as if 
goaded by the Furies. He returned homewards with 
the frantic design of murdering his ill-fatcd wife. 
She was just going to bed when he came in. He 
kept his passion under for a time, and waited till 
the attendants had witlidrawn. Then, inirestruineil 
hy the fear of Tengeanoe from aboiP) by the vulgar 
scorn which must recoil u|M)n an honorable fiimily, 
by natural affection for his unborn child, since hia 
wife was near her time, he approached his victim, 
and said to her in a furious tone of voice, Now is 
your hour to die, wretch as you are 1 One moment 
only is your own, which my relenting pity leaves 
you to make your peace with heaven. I would not 
that your soul should perish eternally, though your 
eartldy honor is forever lost. 

At these words he drew his dagger. Estephania, 
just apeechlcsa with terror, tlu^wing herself at his 
fc-et, besought him, with uplifted hands and inarticu- 
late agony, to tell her why he raised his ami against 
her lite. If he suspected her fidelity, she called 
heaven to attest her innocence. 

In vain, in vain, replied the infuriated murderer ; 
your treason is but too well proved. My informa- 
tion is not to be contradicted : Don Hubeilo . . . 
Ah ! my lord, interrupted she with eager haste, yon 
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must hold your trust aloof from Don Iluberto, He 
is less your friend than you imagine. It" he haa said 
augl)t against my virtue, believe him not. liestrain 
tliat infamous tongue, replied Don Anaatiisio. IJy 
flpiiealing against Hordales, you condemn yourself. 
You would ruin your relation in my esteem, because 
he is acquainted with your misconduct. You wuuld 
invalidate his evidence against you; but the arti- 
fice is palpable, and only whets my appetite for ven- 
geance. My dear husband, rejoined the uinocent 
Kstephania, while lier tears flowed in torrents, be- 
ware of this bluid rage. If you follow its iustiga- 
tion, you will perpetrate a dectl for which you will 
hate yourself, when convinced of its injuatlce. In the 
name of heaven, compose your disordered spirits. 
At least give me time to dear up your suspicions ; 
3'ou will then deal candidly by a wife who has noth- 
ing to reproach herself with. 

Any other than Don Anastasio would have been 
touched by her pleadings, and still more by her 
agonizing aflfiction; hut the barbarian, far from 
being softened, ordered the lady once again to rec- 
ommend herself briefly to mercy, and lifted hia arm 
to strike Ibe blow. Hold, inhuman as you are ! 
cried ehe. If your love for me is aa if it had never 
been, if my lavish fondness in return ia all blotted 
from your memory, if my teai-a have no eloquence 
to disarm your hellish jiurpose, have some pity on 
your own blood. Launch not your frantic hand 
against an innocent, who iias not yet breathed this 
vital air. You cannot be its executioner without 
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the curse of heaven and earth. As for myedf, XcBil 
forgive my murderer ; but the butcher of his own 
child — think deeply of it ! — must pay the dreadful 
forfeit of no detestable a deed. 

Determined as Don Anastasio was to pay no at- 
tention to anything Estephania could say, he could 
not help being affected by the fnghtful images theee 
last words presented to his soul, Wliercfore, as if 
apprehensive lest nature should play the traitress to 
revenge, he hastened to make sure of his sta^ering 
resolves, and plunged his dagger into her bosom. 
She fell motionless on the ground. He thought her 
dead, and on that supposition leil his house im- 
mediately, to be no more seen at Antequera. 

In the mean time, the unhappy victim of ground- 
leaa suspicion was 6o etunnixl with the blow she had 
recei^'cd, as to remain fur a short interval on the 
ground without any signs of life. Afterwards, 
coming to herself, she brought an old female serv'ant 
to her assistance by her plaints and lamentations. 
That good old woman, beholding her mistress in so 
deplorable a state, waked the whole household, and 
even the neighborhood by her cries. The room was 
soon filled with spectators. Surgical assistance was 
sent for. The wound was probed, and pronounced 
not to be mortal. Hieir opinion turned out to he 
correct, for Estephania soon recovered, and was in 
due time delivered of a son, notwithstanding the 
cruel circumstances in which she had been placed. 
Tliat son, Signor Gil Bias, you behold in me ; I am 
the fruit of that dreadful pregnancy. 
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Women, when chaste as ice, wben pore as sduw. 
Belilom escape calumny : thta plague, however, 
though virtue's dowrr, (lit) nut ali^t apoD tnr 
mother. The bloody scene passed, in cumntOD fame. 
for the transport of a jealous husband. My fxther. 
it is true, bore the character of a pa^onute utao. 
prone to kindle into fiiry on the sli^test occasion. 
Hordales could not but suppose that his idnswunian 
must suspect him of baring sown wild fancies in tlie 
mind of Don Anastasio, so that he satisfied himself 
with this imperfect relish of revenge, and ceased to 
importune ber. But, not to be tedious, I sliall pass 
over the detail of my education. Suffice it to say, 
that my principal exercise was fencing, which I 
practised regularly in the most famous schools of 
Grenada and Seville. My mother waited with im- 
patience till I wiia of age to measure swords with 
Don Iluberto, tliat she might instruct me in the 
grounds of her complaint against liim. In niv eigh- 
teenth year, she submitted ber cause to mv arbitra^ 
ment, not without floods of tears, and every syoiptom 
of the deepest anguish. What must not a eon feci, 
if he baa tbe epint and tlie heart of a son, at the 
sight of a mother in such distressing circumstances? 
I went immediately and called out Hordales ; our 
place of meeting was private, as it should be ; we 
fought long and furiously ; three of my tlirusts took 
place, and I threw him to the ground, like a dead 
dog despised. 

Don Iluberto, feeling bis wound to be mortal, 
fixed his last looks u|Kin me, and declared that he 
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met his death at my hands as a just punishment for 
his treason against my mother's lionor. lie uwnod 
that in revenge fortlie pangs of despised loic he had 
resolveil on her ruin. Tiius did he breathe his last, 
imploring pardon from heaven, from Don Anastasio, 
from Estephonia, and from myself. 1 deemed it 
imprudent to return home and acquaint my mother 
of the issue ; fame was silre to perform that office 
for me. I passed the mountains, and re|)aired to 
Malaga, where I embarked on board a privateer. 
My outside not altogetlier indicating cowardiee, the 
captain consented at once to enroll rae among liis 
crew. 

We were not long before we went into action. 
Near the island of Alboutan, a corsair of Millila fell 
in with us, on his return towards the African coast 
with a Spanish vessel richly laden, taken off Car- 
thagena. We attacked the African briskly, and 
made ourselves masters of both ships, with eighty 
Christians on board, going aa slaves to Barbary. 
Afterwards, availing ourselves of a wind direct for 
the coast of Grenada, we shortly arrived at Punta de 
Helena. 

While we were inquiring into the birthplace and 
condition of our rescued captives, a man about fifty, 
of prepossessing aspect, fell imder my examination. 
He stated himself, with a sigh, to belong to Ante- 
quera. My heart palpitated, without my knowing 
why ; and my emotion, too strong to pass unnoticed, 
excited a visible sympathy in him. I avowed myself 
his townsman, and asked his family name. Alas I 
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answered he, TOiir curiosity makes mj sorrow flow 
afresh. Eighteen years ago did I leave ray home, 
where my remembrance is coupled with scenes of 
blood and horror. You must yourself have heard 
but too much of my story. My name is Don Anas- 
taeio de Itada. Merciful heaven I exclaimed I ; may 
I believe my senseB? And can this be? Don 
Anastaaio? Father 1 What is it you aay, young 
man? exclaimed he, in his turn, with surprise and 
agitation equal to my own. Are you that ill-fated 
infant, atill in its mother's womh, when I sacrificed 
her to my fury? Yes, said I; none other did the 
virtuous Est^phanta bring into the world, after tlie 
fatal night when you left her weltering in her own 
blood. 

Don Anastasio stifled my words in his embraces. 
For a quarter of an hour we coultl only mingle our 
inarticulate sighs and exclamations. After exhaust- 
ing our tender recollections, and indulging in the 
wild e3cpression of our feelings, my father lifted his 
eyes to heaven, in gratitude for Esteplianta saved ; 
but the next moment, as if doubtful of bis bliss, he 
demanded by what evidence his wife's innocence had 
been cleared. Sir, answered I, none but yourself 
ever doubted it. Her conduct has been uniformly 
spotless. You must be undeceived. Know that 
Don Huberto was a traitor. In proof of tills I un- 
folded all Ilia perfidy, the vengeance I Imd taken, and 
his own confession before he exi»ired. 

My father was less delighted at bis liberty restored 
than at these happy tidings. In the forgetfulneas of 
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ecstasy, te repeated all his former transports, 
approbation of me waa ardent and entire. Come, 
my son, said he, let us set out for Antequera. I 
bum with impaticnee to throw myself at the feet of 
a wife whom 1 have treated bo unworthily. Since 
you have hrought me aequaintcd with my own in- 
justice, my heart has been torn by remorse. 

I waa too eager to bring together a couple so near 
and deal' to me, not to expedite our journey as much 
as possible. I quitted the prii'atcer, and with my 
share of prize money bought two mules at Adra, ray 
father not choosing again to incur the hazard of a 
vo}'age. He found leisure on the road to relate Ins 
adventures, which I inclined to hear as spjiously as 
did the Prince of Ithaca the varjoua recitaJs of tlie 
king liis fether. At length, after several days, we 
halted at the foot of a mountain near Antequera. 
Wishbig to reat'h home privately, we went not into 
the town till midnight. 

You may gueaa my mother's astonishment at 
beholding a husband whom she hud thought forever 
lost ; and the almost miraculous circumstances of his 
restoration were a second source of wonder. He 
entreated forgiveness for hia barbarity with marks of 
repentance BO lively, that she could not tut be moved. 
Instead of looking on him as a murderer, she only 
saw the man to whose will Iiigh heaven had subjected 
her ; such religion is there in the name of husband 
to a virtuous wife I Estephania luul been so alarmed 
about me, that my return filled her with rapture. 
But her joy on this account was not without allevia- 
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lion. A s'utev of Ilunlolea htid instituted u criminal 
proBeciition against her brother's atitHgotiiiit. The 
search for me was Iiot, eo tliat my mother, cxniKith^r- 
ing home ae injseeurc, was painfully anxiouM iil)oiit 
me. It was therefore uceeeaary to scrt out that icry 
night fur cuurt, whithor I come to solicit my pnnlon, 
and hojw to obtain it by your gcacroua inlcrecudiou 
witlt the prime minister. 

The gaUunt son of Don Annstasio thus closed his 
narrative ; aft«- which I observed, with a self-suffi- 
cient physit^omy, It is well, Si/j^ior f >on Kogcr ; 
the ofTetice seems to me to be venial. I will under- 
take to lay the ca«e before his exccUcDcy, and may 
venture to promise you his protection. Tlie tliiuitu 
my client lavished would have passed in at one ear 
and out at the other, if they had not Ijeen backed by 
assurances of more subntantial gratitude. But wlrcn 
once that string was touched, everj- nerve and fibre 
of my frame \-ibralod in unison. On the very tame 
day did I relate the whole story to the duke, who 
aDowed mc to present the gentleman, and addressed 
him thus : Don Roger, I liave been informed of the 
duel which has brought you to court ; SantillaiM 
lias laid all the particulars before me. TVIakc yonr- 
self perfectly easy ; you have done nothing but 
whHt the circumstances of the case might almost 
warrant; and it is especially on tlie ground of 
Wounded honor tliat Iiis JIajesty is beat pleased to 
ftxtend Ilia grace and favor. You must be committed 
for mere form's s-nke ; but you may depend on it, 
vmir confinement shall be of short duration. In 
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Santillnne you have a zealous friend, who will v 
over your intereBts and hasten your release. 

Dwn Roger paid hia respectfid aeknowledgmenta 
to the minister, on whose pledge he went and sur- 
rendered himself. His paixlon was soon made out. 
owing to my activity. In leas than ten days, I sent 
this modem Telemachus home, to say, " How do you 
do?" to his Ulysses and Penelope; had he stood 
upon the merits of his case without a, protector, he 
might hai-e whined out a year's imprisonment, and 
Bcarcely haie got off at last. My commission was 
but a poor hundred pistoles. It was no very mag- 
nificent haul ; but I was not as yet a Calderoaa, to 
torn up my nose at the small fry. 



CHAPTER IX. 



n 



This affair gave me a relish for my trade; and 
ten pistoles to Scipio, by way of brokerage, whetted 
his eagerness to start more game of the same sort. 
I have already done justice to his talents that way ; 
he might as modestly have appended " the great " to 
the tail of his name, as the most noted scoundrel of 
antiquity. The second customer he brought mc was 
a printer, who manufiictured books of chi\'alry, and 
had made hia fortune by waging war against common 
EGnsc. This printer had pirated a work belonging 
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to a brother printer^ and hift edinoiL had hesen «^rg<r_ 
For three hundred docam I rescued hi» copies opot of 
jeopardj, and aaved him. froni & heavj fine. Tbonfzh 
this was a traiuactioa benearii the prime miniAer^ 
notice, his exceUencv conde^Kexided* at mj request, to 
interpose his audioriiy, Atrer the prmxer^ a mer- 
chant passed throu^ m^ hazui» : die occasifia waa 
thus : A Portuguese vestefel had be»L taken hj a 
Barbarj corsair, and retak^i hj a privateer firom. 
Cadiz. Two thirds of the cai^> belongefi to a mer- 
chant at Lisbon, who, having claimed hm due u> no 
purpose, came to the court of .Spain, in ^earrJi of a 
protector, with sufficient credit to procure him resti- 
tution. I took up Iiii* cause, ami he recoverefi his 
property, deducting die $um of fi>ur hundred pLftoIe^^, 
paid to me in considerarion of my cfir^interested zeal 
for justice. 

And now most surelj the reader will call out to 
me at this place, Well said, good master Santfllane ! 
Make haj while the sun shines. You are on the 
high road to fortune; push forward, and outstrip 
your rivals. O ! let me alone for that. I spv, or 
my eyes deceive me, my servant coming in with a 
new gull that he has just cau^it. Even so ! It is 
my very Scipio. Let us hear what he has to say. 
Sir, quoth he, give me leave to introduce this emi- 
nent practitioner. He wants a license to sell his drugs, 
during the term of ten years, in all the towns of the 
Spanish monarchy, to the exclu;sion of all other 
quacks ; in short, a monopoly of poisons. In grati- 
tude for this patent to thin mankind, he will present 
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the donor with a gratuity of two liundred pistoleB. 
1 looked eupercilioualy, like a patron, at the mounte- 
bank, and told him that Itis busineea siiould be done. 
Aa lameness and leprosy would have it, in the course 
of a few days, I sent him on hia progress through 
Spain, ini'csted with fidl powers to make the world 
hiu oyater, and leave nothing but tlie shell to his 
unpatented competitors. 

Besides that niy avarice outran my accunudating 
wealth, I had obtained the four boons just specified 
80 easily from liis grace, as not to he menly-mouthed 
about asking for a fifth. The town of Vera, on the 
coast of Grenada, wanted a governor ; and a knight 
of Caiatrava wanted the government, for which he was 
willing to pay me one thousand pistoles. The min- 
ister waB reiwly to burst with laughing, to see me bo 
eager after the scut. By all the powers, my friend 
Gil Bias, said he, you go to work tooth and nail! 
You have a most inveterate itch to do as you would 
be done by. But mark me ! When mere trifles 
stand between us, I shall not stand upon trifles ; 
but when governments or other places of real value 
oj-e in question, yiiu will ha\e the modesty to he 
ctratent with half the fee for yourself, and will ac- 
count to nie for the other half. It is inconceivable 
at what expense I stand, and how it presses on my 
finances to support the dignity of luy station ; for 
though disinterestedness looks vastly well in the eyes 
of the world, you are to understand, between our- 
selves, that I have made a solemn vow against dip- 
ping into my private fortune. On this lunt, arrange 
your future plans. 
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■ biAryiw ad anUi^Mpriis, Don Bod- 
vdeCtaUeram Ind ds Axt^ of on kJr koK- 
Aa dwrch and bUu mint iJwaTs go tt^icdwr. 
■ Bf ngme BUkgietrKaee, oo>DiBaadaie», and \-Jo(m5itl- 
tiee yrm all in Ida gift ; wlvncv ifae rcMkr will nat- 
araDr inftr, dnt die upper offices vrnv littlo l>rat>T 
tenanled than the luwer ooe^ ; suicc the sul^jivts nn 
whom CMir dection fcD, estabU^ing tlh-Jr prrtonaioiis 
on a certain palpable i-riterion, »-prc ih>t nwvawmly 
and nna^-oidably other the cleverest or (hft Ixvrt* 
priDcipled people in the world. We know very iwll 
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that the wits and lampooners of Madrid made them- 
selvca meny at our cxpenee ; but we borrowed our 
philosophy from misers, who hug themselves under 
the hootings of the people, when they count 
the accumulation of their pelf. 

Isocratfs was in the rig^ht to insinuate, in hi 
gant Greek expression, that what is got over 
devil's baL'k is spent under his belly. When I saw 
myself muster of thirty thousand ducats, and in a 
fair way to gain perhiips ten times aa much, it seemed 
to be a necessity of office to make such a figure as 
became the right hand of a prime minister. I took 
a house to myself, and furnished it in the immediate 
taste. I bought an attorney's carriage at second 
hand ; he had set it up at the suggestion of vanil 
and laid it down at the suggestion of his banker, 
hired a coaehman and tJiree footmen. Justice 
mands that old and faitliful servants should be 
moted ; I therefore invested Scipio with the threefold 
honor of valet-de-cl»ambre, private secretary, and 
steward. But the minister raised my pride to its 
liighest pitch, for he was pleased to allow my people 
to wear his livery. My poor Uttlc wita were now 
completely turned. I was little more in my senses 
than the disciples of Porcius Latro, who, by dint of 
drinking cumin liaving made themselves as pale 
as tlieir master, thought themselves every whit as 
learned ; so I could scarcely refrain from fancying 
myself next of Idn and presumptive hen- to the Duke 
of Lenna himself. The populace might take me for 
his cousin, and people who knew better, for one of 
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his baslartb — a euspicion moat flattering to my pridj 
of Wood, 

Add to this, that after tlie example of his 
lency, who kept a pubhc table, I detemiiaed to g 
parties of my own. Pm'suant thereunto, I coni 
sioncd .Scipio to find me out a. professed euok ; 
he stumbled upon one who might have dished upfl 
dinner for Xomcntanus, of dripping pan notorie 
My eellar was well stored with the choicest wii 
My estabhshment being now complete, I jrave my 
house-warming. Every evening some of the clerks 
in the public offices came to sup with luc, and alfeetcd 
a sort of pohtical high life below stains. I did tlic 
honors hospitably, and aJwaj's sent them home half 
seaa over. Like master like man I Seipio, too, had 
liis pmtics is the servants' haJl, where he treated all 
his chums at my expense. But besides that I felt a 
real kindness for that lad, he conti'ibuted to greaw 
the wheels of my estahtishment, and was entitled to 
have a finger in the dissipation. As a young man, 
some little hcense was allowable ; and tlie ruinous 
consequences did not strike me at the time. Another 

on, too, prevented me from taking notice of it ; 
incessant vacancies, ecclesiastical and secular, paid 

amply in meal and in malt. My surjilus was 
incre-asing every day. Fortune's curricle seemed to 
have driven to ray door, there to have broken down, 
and the diiver to have taken shelter with me. 

One thing more was wimting to my complete in- 
toxication — that Fabricio might be witness to j 
pomp. He was, most probably, come bock £ 
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Andalusia. For the fiin of Burprising him; 
iui anonymous note, importing that a Sicilian noble- 
man of his acquaintance would be glad of his com- 
pany to supper, with the day, hour, and place of 
appointment, wliich was at my house. Nunez came, 
and was most inordinately astonislied to recognize 
me in the Sicdian nobleman. Yes, my friend, said 
I, behold the master of this family. I have a re^ 
inue, a good table, and a strong box besides. Is it 
possible, exdaimed he with vivacity, that all this 
opulence should be yours ? It was well done in me 
to have placed you with Count Galiano. I told you 
beforehand that he was a generous nobleman, and 
would not be long before he set you at yotir case. 
Of course you followed my wise advice, in giving 
the rein a little more freely to your servants ; you 
find the benefit of it. It is only by a little mutual 
accommodation, that the principal officers in great 
houses feather their nests so comfortably. 

I suffered Fabricio to go on as long as he liked, 
complimenting himself for having introduced me to 
Count Galiano, ^V'hen he had done, to chastise his 
ecstasies at having procured me so good a post, I 
stated at fiill length the returns of gratitude with 
wliich that nobleman had recompensed my services. 
But, perceiving how ready my poet was to string his 
lyre to satire at my recital, I said to him, The Sicil- 
ian's contemptible conduct I readily forgive. Be- 
tween ourselves, It is more a subject of congratula- 
tion than of regret. If the count Iiad dealt honora- 
bly by me, I should have followed him into Sicily, 
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where I should still l>e in a subonjjnate eapMitf, 
waiting for dead men's shoes. In a word, I shookl 
not now Imve been Kant] in glove with (be Duke of 
Lerma. 

Nunez felt so etnuige a sensation at the*c laM 
words, that he was tongue-tied for some seonda. 
Then gulping up his stammering arents like liw- 
le(|nin. Uid I hejir aright? said he. A\Tiat ? von 
Land in glove with the prime minister? I on one 
side, and Don Kwlrigo de Calderona on the other, 
answered I; and according to all appearsince, my 
fortunes will move higher. Troly, replied he, tWa 
13 admirable. You are cut out for every occasion. 
What a universal genius ! To borrow an expree- 
fiion fi-om the tennis-court, you have a racket for 
every ball ; nothing comes araisa to you. At bH 
events, my lord. I am sincerely rejoiced at your 
lordship's prosperity. The deuce and all, Maiter 
Nunca ! interrupte<l I ; good now, (lie]>enso with 
your torda and lordships. Let us Ijanish such tot' 
malities, and live on e(pal terms together. Yoa 
are in the right, replied he ; akerol circumstances 
should not make strange faces. I will own my 
weakness ; when you announced your elevation, yoa 
took away my breath ; but the chill and the shudder 
are over, and I ace only my old friend Gil Bias. 

Our conversation was interrupted by tlie arrival 
of four or five clerks. Gentlemen, said I, introdu- 
dng Nunez, yon are to sup with Signer Don Fabri- 
cio, who writes verses of impenetrable sublimity, and 
such prose as would not know itself in the glass. 
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Unluckily I was talldng to gentry who woul 
had moro fellow-feeling with an orang outang than 
with a poet. They scarcely condescended to look at 
him. In vain did he pun, parody, rally, or rail to 
hit their fancies, for they had none. He was bo 
nettled at their indiffei-ence, that he assumed the 
poetio license, and made liis escape. Our clerks 
never missed lum, but forgot at once that he had 
been there. 

Just as I was going out the next morning, the 
poet of the Aaturias came into my room. I beg 
pardon, said he, for having cut your clerka so ab- 
ruptly last night ; but, to deal freely, I was so much 
out of my element, that I should soon have played 
old chaos with them. Proud puppies, witli their 
starch and self-important air ! I cannot conceive 
how a clever fellow like you can sit it out with such 
loutish guests. To-day I will bring you some of 
more life and spirit. I shall be very much obliged 
to you, answered I : your introduction is eufficient. 
Exactly so, replied he. You shall have tlie feast of 
reason and the flow of soul. I will go forthwith 
and in\-ite them, for fear they should engage them- 
selves elsewhere ; for happy man be his dole who 
can get them to dinner or supper, they are such 
excellent company ! 

Away went he ; and in the evening, at eupper- 
time, returned with six authors in his train, whom 
he presented one after another with a set speech in 
their praise. According to his account, the wits of 
Greece and Italy were nothing in comparison of 
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, whose works ought to be printed in lelien^ 
gold. I received tliifl deputatioD fium the tuoefol 
eistcrs very politely. My beEianor waa even in the 
extravagance of good breeding ; fiw i]»e republic of 
authors is a little uionarducat tn its dc«auida npan 
our flatter)'. Tliough I liad giren Scijiio no expreas 
direction rcajxicting the number of covers at thia 
entertainment, yet knowing what a hungry and 
voluptuous race were to be rrammeil, he had mustered 
the coursca in more tlian their fidl cumplcmeat. 

At Icngtli, eupfXT was announced, and we fell to 
merrily. My poets began talking of their poein9 
and themselves. One fellow, with ihe most It-ricnl 
asBUrance, numbered up whole host« of first-rate 
nobility and high-^ying dames, who were quite en- 
niptured with his muse. Another, though it was 
not for him to arraign the choice which a learned 
society had lately made of t\vo new members, could 
not help saying that it was strange tliey should not 
lia^'e elected him. All tlie rest were much in the 
same story. Amid the clatter of knives and forks, 
my ears were more discordantly dinned with lersea 
and harangues. They each took it by turns to ^ve 
me a specimen of their composition. One laogiuHhea 
out a sonnet ; another moullts a scene in a tragedy ; 
and a third reads a melancholy criticism on the 
province of comedy. The ne.vt in turn spouts an 
ode of Anacrcon, tranalatetl into most un-anacreontic 
Spanish verse. One of his brethren interrupts him, 
to point out the unclassical use of a particular phrase. 
The author of the version by no means acquiesces in 
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the remark ; lieiice arises an argument, in whi 
all the literati take one side or the other. Opinions 
are nearly balanced ; the disputants are nearly in a 
passion ; as argument weakens, invective gi-owa 
stronger ; they get from bad to worse ; over goes 
the table, and up jump they to fisticuffs. Fabricio, 
Scipio, my coachman, my footman, nndmyHclf hi 
scarcely lungs or strength to bring them to 1 
senses. The moment the battle was over, off s 
pered they as if my liouse had been a tavern, withalj 
tljc aliglitest apology for their ill behavior. 

Kunez, on whose word I liad anticipated a 
pleasant party, looked ratlier blue at this conclusion. 
Well, my friend, said I, what do you think of your 
literary acquaintance now ? As sure as Apollo is on 
Parnassus, you brought me a. most blackguard set. 
I will stick to my clerks ; so talk no more to me 
about authors. I shall take care, answered he, 
to in>-ite any of them to a gentleman's house age 
for ttiese are the most select and well-mannered i 
the tribe. 



CHAPTER X. 



•JIT, LIKE MOST COClfT COMMJaSJOXB, 



When once my name was up for a man atler the 
Duke of Lenna's own heart, I had very soon my 
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confer a favor on a worthy iii.tn with a very eietii 
purse ; I ara sure you will feel obliged to me for 
giving you an opportunity of (iarrying your benevo- 
lent inclinations into effect. This was just as good 
as telling me that the business was to be done for 
nothing. Though such doctrine was not quite level 
to my capacity, I atill affected a wish to do as he 
desired. It gives me infinite pleasure, answered I 
to Navarro, to have it in my ]>ower to evince my 
lively sense of all your former kindness to me. It is 
enou^ for you to take any man living by the hand ; 
from that moment he becomes the object of my un- 
wearied care. Your friend shall h:ive the situation 
you want for him ; nay, lie has it already : it is no 
longer any concern of youra ; leave it entirely to me. 

On this assurance Joseph went away in high glee ; 
nevertheless, the person he recommended had not 
the post in question. It was given to another man, 
and my strong box was the stronger by a thousand 
ducats. Tliis sum was infinitely preferable to all 
the thanks in the world, so tliat I looked pititiilly 
blank when next we met, saying, Ah, my dear 
Navarro ! you should have thought of speaking to 
me sooner. Tliat Calderona got the start of me ; he 
has given away a certain thing that shall be name- 
less. I am vexed to the soul not to meet you with 
better tidings. 

Joseph was fool enough to give me credit, and we 
parted better friends than ever ; but I suspect tliat 
he soon found out the truth, for ho never came near 
me i^ain, Tliis was just what I want«d. Besides 
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Go; ma aboot ^ Iws; py ■■'* rmjialt md 
eoneti mmi when joa kne poaand ■poaM^iyag 
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to require no great force of gcmoa, nocetfaeproiaa' 
on of the Kience are so namamn. 

I had not hitherto be«ti mucli piacttsed in Goch 
delicate investigatioiis, but it was more than proba- 
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ble that Scipio had, and tliat his talent lay peculiarly 
that way. ■ On my return home I called him in, and 
Bpofee thus to him in private : My good fellow, I 
have a very important secret to impart. Do you 
know that in the midst of fortune's favors there is 
something still wanting to crown all my wishes ? I 
can easily guess what that is, interrupted he, with- 
out giving me time to finish wliat I was going to 
say ; you want a little snug bit of contraband amuse- 
ment, to keep yon awake of evenings, and rub off 
tbe rust of business. And, in fact, it is a m.Tjrellous 
thing that you should have played the Joseph in tlie 
heyday of your blood, when so many graybeards 
around you are jilaying the Elder. I admire the 
quickness of your apprehension, replied I with a 
smile. Yes, my friend, a mietress is that something 
Still wanting ; and you shall choose for me. But 
I forewarn you that I am nice hungry, and must 
have a pretty person, with more than passable man- 
ners. The sort of thing that you require, returned 
Scipio, is not always to be met with in the market. 
Yet, as Inck will have it, we are in a town where 
everything is to be got for money, and I am in hopes 
tliat your commission will not hang long on hand. 

Accordingly within three days he pulled me by 
the sleeve : I have discovered a treasure ! a young 
lady whose name is Oatalina, of good family and 
matchless beauty, living with her aunt in a small 
house, where they make both ends meet by clubbing 
their little matters, and set the slanderous world at 
defiance. Their waiting-maid, a girl of my acquaint- 
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ance, has given me to undentand Aii A 
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SigQora Catalina u a eecood Danae, on wbom you 
will have the hMpfaaem of oommg down. 
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Out of conceit aa I was with the intrinsic ralne 
ladies' fevora, thia was not to be ecofTed at ; and as 
our Mercury in petticoats came the next day to tell 
Scipio that it only depended on me to be tnlmduced 
that very evenmg, I dropped in between eleven and 
tweh'e o'clock. The knowing one received mc with- 
out bringing a candle, and led me by the hand into 
a Tcry neat apartment, where the two ladies were 
Bitting on a satin sofa, dressed in the most elegant 
taste. A3 Boon as tliey saw me enter, they got up 
and welcomed me in a style of such superior breed- 
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ing, as would not have disgraced the Iiighest i 
The aunt, whose name was Signora Menfia, though 
with the remains of beauty, had no attractions for 
me. But the niece had a million, for she was a 
goddess in mortal form. ^Vnd yet, to examine her 
critically, she could not have been admitted for a 
perfect beauty ; but then there was a charm above 
all rules of sjTumetry, with a tingling and luxurious 
warmth about her, that seized on men's hearts 
through tlieir eyes, and prevented their brains from 
being too busy. 

Neither were my senses proof against so dazzling n 
display. I forgot my errand aa prosy, and spoke 
on my own private individual account, with the 
euthusiasm of a raw recruit in tiie tender passion. 
The dear little creature, whose wit sounded in niy 
ears with three times its actual aeuteness, under 
favor of her natural endoivments, made a complete 
conquest of me by her prattle. I began to launch 
out into foolish raptures, when tlie aunt, to bring me 
to my bearings, led tlie conversation to the point in 
hand : Signor de Santillane, I shall deal very ex- 
plicitly with you. On the high encomiums I have 
heard of your character, you have been admitted 
here without the affectation of making much ado 
about trifles : but do not imagine that your views are 
the nearer their termination for that. Hitherto I 
have brought my niece up in retirement, and you 
are, as it were, the very first male creature on whom 
she has ever set eyes. If you deem her worthy of 
being your wife, I shall feel myself liigldy honored 
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not of a character to take pleasure in the infamous 
diBtinution of seeing my niece a prince's concubine. 
Every feeling of virtue and uf honor revolts at the 
idea. . . . What a simpleton you are with your 
virtue and honor ! interrupted I. You have not a 
notion above tlie level of a tradesman's wife. Was 
there ever any thing so stupid as to consider affairs 
of this kind with a view to their moral tendency? 
It ia stripping them of all their beauty and e.'^ccllence. 
In the magic lantern of plenty, pleasure, and pre- 
ferment, they appear with all their brightest gloss. 
Figure to yourself the heir to tlie monarchy at the 
happy Catalina's feet; fancy lum all rapture and 
lavish bounty ; nor doubt but that from her sliall 
spring a hero, who ehall immortalize his mother's 
nanic, by enrolling his own in the unperiahable 
records of eternal fame. 

Though the aunt desired no better sport than to 
take me at my word, ahe affected not to know wliat 
she had best do ; and Catalina, who longed to have 
a grapple with the Prince of Spain, affected not to 
care about the matter, wliich made it necessaiy for 
me to press the siege closer, till at length Signora 
Mencia, finding me chopfallen and ready to with- 
draw my forces, sounded a parley, and agreed to a 
convention, containing tlic two following articles : 
Imprimis, if the Prince of Spain, on the fame of 
Catalina's charms, should take fire, and determine 
to pay her a nightly visit, it ahoidd be my care to let 
the ladies know wlien they might expect him. 
Secondo, that the prince should be introduced to the 





mad ladies as • prim 
by himaclf a 
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The C'-onnt de LeoKis was highly ddigfated when I 
annonnced the long-expected disoo>ireiy. I qtoLe of 
Catalina in terms which made ham long to see ho*. 
The following night I took Inm to her botBe,aiid he 
owned that 1 had beat the bu^h to some porpOM. 
He told the ladies he had no doubt but the Prince 
of Spmn would be fully satisfied with nty choice of a 
mistress, who, on her part, would Imve reason to be 
well pleased with such a lover; that the young 
prince was generous, good-tempered, and amiable; 
in short, Ike promised in a few days to bring hitu iu 
the mode theyeajouied. without retinue or publii'itv. 
That nobleman then took leave of tliem, and 1 with- 
drew with him. We got into his carriage, in which 
we had both driven thither, and which was waiting 




at the end of the street. He set me down at my 
own door, with a special charge to inform his uncle 
next day of the new game started, not forgetting to 
impress strongly how conducive a good bag of pistoles 
would be to the successful accomplishment of the 
adventure. 

I did not fail on the following morning to go and 
give the Duke of Lerma an exact account of all that 
had passed. There was but one thing kept back. I 
did not mention Scipio's name, but took credit to 
myself for tlie discovery of Catalina. One makes a 
merit of any dirty work in the 8er\-iee of the great. 

Abundant were the compliments paid me on this 
occasion. My good iViend Gil Bias, said the minister 
with a bantering air, I am delighted that, with all 
your talenta, you hai'e that besides of discovering 
kind-hearted beauties ; whenever I have occasion for 
such an article, you will have the goodness to eupply 
me. My lord, answered I with mock gravity like 
his own, you are very obliging to give me the pref- 
erence ; but it may not be unseasonable to observe 
that tliere would be an indelicacy in my administer- 
ing to your excellency's pleasures of this description. 
Signer don Rodrigo has been so long in possession 
of that post about your person, that it would be 
manifest injustice to rob him of it. The duke 
smiled at my answer, and then changing the subject, 
asked whether liis nephew did not want money for 
this new speculation. Excuse my negligence ! said 
I ; he will thank you to send him a thousand pistoles. 
Well and good ! rcphed the minister j you will 
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fumiA him acconfin^iy. wixii hlv sxsct jxjimctiuiL 
not to be nigvazdly. bac to encuuRus^ the prniL*e in 
whatever pleaauEafale exp^iaes hift aeacc may uni 
him to indulge. 



CHAPTER XI, 

THE PR2SCE OF SPAUrS SECRET TISLT. aSD PSEJEJTS TO 

CaTaLLJA. 

I wiLNT to the Cocmt de Lemoe on die ^>ar of die 
occasion, with five hundred doable pistole:« in mj 
hand. Yoa coold not have come at a better time, 
said that nobleman. I hare been talking with the 
prince; he has taken the bait, and bums with 
impatience to see Catalina. This venr night he 
intends to slip privately out of the palace, and pav 
her a visit ; it is a measure determined on, and our 
arrano^ements are alreadv made. Give notice to the 
ladies, through the medium of the cash you have 
just brought; it is proper to let them know they 
have no ordinary lover to receive, and a matter of 
course that generosity in princes should be the herald 
of their partialities. As you lodll be of our party, 
take care to be in the way at bed-time ; and as your 
carriage will be wanted, let it wait near the palace 
about midnight. 

I immediately repaired to the ladies. Catalina 
was not visible, having just gone to lie down. I 
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could only speak with Slgnora Menda. Madam, 
Baid I, forgive my appearance here in the diij-time, 
but there was no avoiding it ; you must know that 
the Prince of Spain will be *ith you to-night ; and 
here, added I, putting my pecmiiary credentiala into 
her hand, here is an offering which he lays on the 
Cythcrean shrine, to propitiate the divinities of the 
temple. You may perceive, I liave not entangled 
you in a sleeveless concern. You have been exeea- 
sivcly kind indeed, answered she ; but tell me, 
I Signer de SantiJlane, does the prince love music? 
To distraction, replied I. There is nothing he so 
much dchghts in as a fine voice, with a delicate lute 
accompaniment. So much the better, exclaimed she 
in a transport of joy ; you give me great pleasure by 
saying so, for my niece has the pipe of a nightin- 
gale, and plays ejcquisitely on the lute : then her 
dancing ia in the finest style ! Heavens and earth I 
exclaimed I in my turn, here are aceomplishmente 
by wholesale, aunt ; more than enough to make any 
girl's fortune ! Any one of those talents woidd have 
been a sufficient dowiy. 

Having thus smoothed his reception, I waited for 
the prince's bed-time. When it was near at hand, 
I gave my coachman his orders, and went to the 
Coimt de LemoB, who told ine that the prince, the 
sooner to get rid of the people about him, meant to 
feign a shght indisposition, and even to go to bed, 
the better to cajole his attendants ; but that he would 
get up an hour afterwards, and go through a private 
door to a back staircase leading into the court-yard. 
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O u i Jm i iw Mt vridt diar pPp \ -io u > ■maftntnoMit. he 
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coacb-box to dirtvt iho driter. whom [ Mopfwtl fifty 
yards frotn tbe boiisc. whithor wv wvlkrd. TKc door 
DpeDed u our AlfirMd), umI ehut again a« raon m 
we got in. 

Ai Urst m wtrt in alMolnic tlnrkn^m, lu on my 
fsmer ri^iii, ihoiigli a ninnll tMn|i wu fixvd lo (ho 
irvU fm tlie present orcMuin. Dili tlio li^t wtiidi 
it sbed wiu so (nint iu< only to rrndor JttH'lf viittblo 
without ii.<i»i.siin^ iim. All iImm m'j-v><iI only Id iiciglitnn 
tbe nmintK* in tli« fency iif Jln Iu'im, fixed u he wna 
io stcsiithst gnxc nt tlio wi^iit of the Mica as tlH>y 
received him in a aiilooii wIiimic brilliant ilhiminillion 
was more dnzxlin^ wlii-n rontr!Wt«i with the };1oom 
oTthe aveiidd. The mint nnd iiitve woro in u tempt- 
ing undress, whcir the scionro <»f oo<i«e(ry wm (Ub- 
played in all its luxury and aboohitn swiy. Oiip 
piince could harp Wen hain>y with Sigtiora Moncin, 
had tliG dear charmer Calalina l>cen away; htit as 
there was a ehoioe, tlie younfrer. aceonlinji to the 
rules of procedctiey in the court of Cuiiiil, Imd tlio 
preference. 



44 OIL BLAS. 

Well ! prince, said tlie Count de I/emos, could 
you have desired a better epecimen of beauty ? They 
are both enchanting, answered the prince, and my 
heart may as well surrender at once ; for the aunt 
would arrest it in its flight, if it attempted to sound 
a retreat from the niece's all-subduing charms. 

After such compliments as do not fall by whole- 
Bale to the share of aunts, he addressed his choicest 
terms of flattery to Catalina, who answered liim in 
kind. As convenient personages of my stamp are 
allowed to mingle in the conversation of lovers, for 
the purpose of making fire hotter, I introduced the 
subject of singing and playing on the lute. This 
was the signal of fresh rapture \ and the nymph, the 
muse, the anytliing but mortal, was supplicated to 
outtune the jingle of the spheres. She complied 
like a good-humored goddess ; played some tender 
airs, and sung so deliciously, that the prince flopped 
down on his knees in a tumult of love and pleasure. 
But scenes like these are vapid in description : suffice 
it to say that hours glided away like moments in this 
sweet delirium, till the approach of day warned the 
sober plotters of the lunacy to provide for their 
patient's safety and their own. Wlien the parties 
were all snugly housed, we gave ourselves as much 
credit for the negotiation as if we had patched up a 
marriage witli a princess. 

The next morning the Duke of Lerma desired to 
know all the particulars. Just as I had finished re- 
lating them, the Count de Lemos cjime in, and said, 
Thel*rince of Spain is so engrossed by Catalina, he has 
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taken so decided a fancy to her, that he actually 
proposea to be conatant. lie wanted to have sent 
her jewels to the amount of two tliousand pistoles 
to-day, but hia fiaancca were aground. My dear 
Lemos, said he, addressing himself to me, you must 
absolutely get me that surn. I know it is verj- in- 
convenient ; you have pawned your credit for me 
abeady ; but my heart owns itself your debtor, and 
if ever I have the means of returning your kindnesa 
by more than empty worda, your fortunes shdl not 
suffer by your eomplaiaance. In answer, I assured 
him tliat I had friends and credit, and promised to 
bring him wliat he wanted. 

lliere is no difficidty about that, said the duke to 
Lis nephew. Santillane will bring you the money ; 
or, to save trouble, he may purchase the jewela, for 
he is an admirable judge, especiaUy of rubies. Are 
you not, Gil Bias ? This stroke of satire was of 
■se designed to entertain the count at my eiij>ense ; 
and it waa successful, for his curiosity could not but 
be excited to know the meaning of the mystery. No 
mystery at all, replied his uncle, with a broad laugh. 
Only Santillane took it into hia head one day to ex- 
change a diamond for a ruby, and the barter operated 
equally to the advantage of liia pocket and his pene- 
tration. 

Had the minieter stopped there I should have come 
oiF cheaply ; but he took the trouble of dreaaing out 
in aggravated colors the trick that Camilla and Don 
Baphael played me, >vith a most provoking enlarge- 
ment of the circumatoncea most to the disadvantage 
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of my eagacity. His excellency, having Mijoyi 
joke, ordered me to attend the Count de Lemos to a 
jeweller's, where we selected trinkets for the Pi-ince 
of Spain's inspection, and they were intrusted to 
my care, to be delivered to Catolinn. 

There can be little doubt of my kind reception on 
the following night, when I displayed a fine pair of 
drop ear-rings, as the presents of my embassy. The 
two ladies, out of their wits at these costly tokens of 
the prince's love, suffered their tongues to run into 
a gossiping strain, wliile they were thanking me for 
introducing them into such worsliipful society. In 
the excess of their joy, they forgot themselves a, lit- 
tle. There escape<l now and then certain peculiar 
idioms of speech, which made me suspect that the 
party in question was no such dainty morsel for roy- 
alty to feed upon. To ascertain precisely what de- 
gree of obligation I had conferred on the heir-appar- 
ent, I took my leave ivith the intention of coming 
a right imdci'standing with Scipio. 



CHAPTER XTI. 



.par- I 

igto I 



On coming home, I heard a devil of a noise, and 
inquired what was tlie meaning of it. They told 
me that Scipio was giving a supper to half-a-dozen 
of his friends. They were singing as loud as their 



their 
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mgs could roar, and threatening the stability of iho 
bou^ with their prolractPcl peals of laughter. This 
meal «as not in all respects the banquet uf the seven 
wiae nieo. 

The founder of the feaat, informed of my nrriviil, 
Mud to his company, Sit etill, gentlemen ; it it only 
the master of the house come home ; but tbnt iiot^ 
not diifturb you. Go on with your merry-making ; 
1 will but just whisper a word in hia car, and be 
bock again in a moment. He came to me iieeord- 
inglv. What an infernal din I said I. What sort 
of company do you keep below? Have you, too, 
got ID among the poets? Thank you for nothing I 
answered he. Your wine is too good to lie givtfl to 
such gentry ; I turn it to bettor account. There ii 
a young man of large property in my party, who 
wishes to lay out your credit and hia own money in 
the purchase of a place. This little festivity is ull 
for hijn. For every glass he fills, I jiut on ten pia- 
tfAea, in addition to the regular fee. IIo shall drink 
till he is under the table. If that is die case, replied 
I, go to your presidentship, and do not spare the 
cellar. 

Then was no proper time to talk about Cutalina ; 
but the next morning I opened the business tlnw ; 
Friend Scipio, the terms we are upon entitle me to 
fair dealing. I have treated you more like an equal 
tlian a servant ; consequently you would bo much to 
blame to cheat me on the footing of a master. Let 
tjs, therefore, have no secrets towards each otIiRr. I 
am going to tell you what will surprise you ; and you. 
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on your part, stall give me your sincere opinion about 
the two women with whom you have brought me 
acquainted. Between ourselves, I suspect them to 
be no better than they should be ; with eo much the 
more of the knave in tlieir composition, because they 
affect the simpleton. If my conjectiu^ he right, the 
Prince of Spain has no great reason to be delighted 
witli my activity ; for I will own tu you frankly that 
it waa for him I spoke to you about a mistresa, I 
brought him to see Catalina, and he is over head and 
ears in love with her. Sir, answered Scipio, you 
have dealt so handsomely by me, that I shall act 
upon tlie square with you, I had yesterday a pri- 
vate interview with the abigail, and she gave me a 
most entertaining history of the family. You shall 
have it briefly, though it did not come briefly to me. 
Catalina.wae daughter to a sort of gentleman in 
Arragon. An orphan at fifteen, with no fortune but 
a pretty face, she lent a complying ear to an oflicer 
who carried her off" to Toledo, where he died iu six 
months, having been more like a father than a lius- 
band to her. She collected his effects together, con- 
sisting of their joint wardrobe and three hundred 
pistoles in ready money, and tlien went to house- 
keeping with Signora Mencia, wlio was still in fash- 
ion, though a little on the wane. Tliese sisters, 
every way but in blood, began at length to attract 
the attention of the police. The ladies took um- 
brage at tliis, and decamped in dudgeon for Madrid, 
where they have been living for tlicse two years, 
without making any acquaintance in the neighbor- 
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1 removed all mj apprelienaionB by this i 
vice, which I foUowcd in acqiitiinting the Duke of 
Lerma at once with this unlacky Jiscoveiy. My 
aspect, while telling ray tale, was Horrowf'iJ, and my 
tone faltering, in evidence of my contrition (or hav- 
ing unadvisedly brought the prince and Don Rodrigo 
into Buch close quarters ; but the minister was more 
disposed to roast his fiivorite than to pity him. In- 
deed, he ordered me to let the matter take its own 
course, considering it as a feather in CaJderona's cap 
to dispute the empire of love with so illustrious a 
rival, and not to be worse used tlian his lawful 
prince. The Count dc Lemos, too, was informed 
how things stood, and promised me his protection, 
if the first secretary should come at the knowledge 
of the intrigue, and attempt to undermine me witli 
the duke. 

Trusting to liave secured the frail bark of my for- 
tunes by this notable contrivance fix)m the rocks and 
quicksands that threatened it, my mind was onec more 
I continued attending the prinee on his 
visits to Catalina, siren-Iike in nature as in nick- 
name, who was fertile in quaint devices to keep Don 
Bodrigo away from next door, whenever the course 
of businesB required her to devote her nights to his 
royal competitor. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Wt 31AH OOBB OS PKUHOlTATIxa THE HKEXT MAT. BM 

JiEAHa XJSfS Of ma family: a rouca or iiaTcrm OS 
TUE eccASios. A eB\XD uCAnneL wira f^bukio. 

I UEXTIOXED, some time i^, thnt in the morning 
there was usually a crowd of people in my antecham- 
ber, coming to negotiate little private fxmrcnw in ihc 
way of politics ; but I would never f-utfcr tliem to 
open their business by word of mouih ; but adopt- 
ing court precedent, or rather giving iiiyeelf (Iib aire 
of a jack in office, my language to every suitor waa. 
Send in a memorial on the euhjeet. My tongue ran 
BO glibly to that tune, thai one day I gave nty land- 
lord tlie official ans^rcr, when he came to put me in 
mind of a twelvemonth's rent in arrear. An for my 
butcher and baker, they spared me the trouble 
asking for their memorials, by never giving nie 
to run up a bill. Scipio, «lio mimicked me st 
actly, that only those behind the scenes could distin- 
guish the double imm tlie princi[ial performer, held 
his head juet as high with the poor devils who cur- 
ried favor with him. as a step of the ladder to my 
ministerial patronage. 

There was another foolisli trick of mine, of which 
I do not by any means pretend to make a merit ; 
neither more nor less than the extreme assurance of 
talking about the first nobility, just a» if I had been 
one of their kidney. Suppose, for example, the 
Duke of Alva, the Duke of Ossuna, or the Duke of 



r my 
wtiiP ■ 



52 ' OIL I^^^^^H 

Medina Sidonia were mentioned in converBation ; I 
called them, without ceremony, my friend Alva, that 
good-natm^ fellow Ossunn, or that comical dog 
Medina Sidonia. In a word, my pride and vanity 
had swelled to such a height, that my father and 
mother were no longer among the number of ray 
honored relatives. Alas ! poor understrappers, I 
never thought of asting whether you had sunk or 
were swimming in the Asturias. A thought about 
you never came into my head. The court has all 
the Boporific virtues of Lethe in tlie case of poor 
relations. 

My family was completely obliterated from tlie 
tablets of my memory, when one morning a young 
man knocked at my dixir, and begged to speak with 
me for a moment in private, He was elio'wn into 
my closet, where, without asking him to take a chair, 
as he seemed to be quite a. common fellow, I desired 
to know abruptly what he wanted. How ! Signer 
Gil Bins, said he, do you not remember me? It 
was in vain that I perused the lines of his face over 
and over a^in ; I was obliged to tcU him fairly that 
he had the advantage of me. Why, I am one of 
your old schoolfellows ! replied he, bred and born 
in Ovicdo ; Bertrand Muscadu, the grocer's son, 
next door neighbor to your uncle the canon. I re- 
collect you as well as if it was but yesterday. We 
have played a thousand times together at blind man's 
buff and prison bars. 

My youthful recollections, answered T, are very 
transient and confused. Blind man's buff and prison 
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bara are but cbildiafa amneenieat ! Tbr faonlcn 
state atTairs loaves me tittle dme to nuuinste on 
trifles of my jounger davs. I am come tn Madi 
said lie, to 8«ttle accounts witli mr Guber's eonv- 
spondent. I heart] talk oi tou. Folks sar thmi raa 
bnve a good berth at coait, and are already almoet as 
well off as a Jew broker. I tboagfat I would just 
call in and say, how dye do? On my return into 
the country, your iamlly will jump out of their skins 
for joy, when they hear how (amously you are 
getting on. 

It was impossible in decency to avoid asking how 
f father, my mother, and my uncle stood in the 
world ; but that duty was performed in so gingerly a 
ler as to leave die grocer httlc room to compli- 
ment dame Xaturc on her liberal pronsion of in^nct. 
He seemed quite shocked at my indifference for such 
near kindred, and told me bluntly, n-ith his co: 
eliopman's familiarity, Mediinks you might hai 
shown more heartiness and natural feeling for y 

ifolk ! ^\Tiy, you ask after them just as if they 
were vermin ! Your father and mother are still at 
service ; take that in Tour dish ! An<l the good canon, 
Gil Perez, eaten up wilh gout, rheumatism, and old 
age, has one foot in tlie grave. People shoidd feel 
as people ought ; and seeing that you are in a berth 
to be a blessing to your poor parents, take a friondl 
advice, and allow them two hundred pistoled a-yt 
That will he doing a handsome thing, and 
them comfortable ; and then you may spend the 
upon yourself with a good conscience. Instead 
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being softened by tliis family picture, I only reBeot- 
ed the officiouHnesa of imaaked advice. A more 
delicate and covert remonstrance miglit perhaps have 
made its impression, but so bold a rebuke only 
hardened my heart. My sulky silence was not lost 
upon him, so that wliile he moralized himself out 
of charity into dowm-ight abuse, my choler began to 
overflow. Nay, then ! this is too much, answered 
I, in a devil of a passion. Get about your business, 
Master Muscada, and mind your own shop, Tou 
are a pretty fellow to preach to me 1 As if I were 
to be taught my duty by you I Without further 
parley I handed the grocer out of my closet by the 
elioulder, and sent him off to weigh figs and nutmegs 
at Oviedo. 

The home-strokes he liad laid on were not lost to 
my sober recollection. My neglect of filial piety 
struck home to my heartj and melted me into tears. 
\Mien I recollected how much my cluldhood was 
indebted to my parents, what pains tliey had taken 
in my education, these affecting thoughts gave lan- 
guage for the moment to the still small voice of 
nature and gratitude ; but the language was never 
translated into solid sense and service. An 
habitual callousness succeeded this transient sen- 
sation, and peremptorily cancelled every obligation 
of humanit}'. There are many fathers besides 
mine wlio will acknowledge tliis portrait of their 

Avarice and ambition, dividing me between them, 
annihilated every trace of my former temper. I lost 



BEPROACUES OF FABRICIO. 

all my gaycty, became absent and moping ; in short, 
a most unsociable animal. Fabricio, seeing me eo 
liiriously bent on accmnulation, and so perfectly in- 
different to liim, very rarely came to see me. He 
could not help saying one day. In truth, Gil Bias, 
you are quite an altered man. Before vou were 
about the court, you were always pleasant and easy. 
Now you are all agitation and turmoil. You form 
project after project to make a fortune, and the more 
you realize, the wider your views of aggrandizement 
extend. But this is not the worst ! You have no 
longer that expansion of heart, those open manners, 
which form the charm of friendsliip. On the con- 
trary, you wrap yourself round, and shut the avenues 
of your heart even to me. In your very civilities I 
detect the violence you impose upon yourself. In 
short, Gil BhiA is no longer the same Gil Bla£ whom 
I once knew. 

You really have a most happy talent for bantering, 
answered I, with repulsive jocularity. But tliia 
metamorphose into the shag of a savage is not per- 
ceptible to myself. Yoiu" own eyes, replied lie, are 
insensible to the change, because they are fascinated. 
But the fact remains the same. Now, my friend, 
"• tell me fairly and honestly, shall we live together as 
heretofore ? When I used to knock at your door in 
the morning, you came and opened it yourself, 
between asleep and awake, and I walked in without 
ceremony. Now, wliat a difference ! You have an 
establiahnient of servants. They keep nie cooling 
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my heels in your antechamber; my name must be 
sent in before I can speak to you. AVHieii this is got 
over, what is my reception ? A cold inclination of 
the head, and the insolent strut of office. Any one 
would suppose that niy visits were growing trouble- 
some ! Can you suppose this to be treatment for a 
man who was once on equal temia with you ? No, 
Santillane, it can never be, nor will I bear it longer. 
Farewell. Let us part without ill blood. We shall 
both he better asunder ; you will get rid of a trouble- 
some censor, and I of a purse-proud upstart who doea 
riot know himself, 

I felt myself more exasperated than reformed by 
his reproaches, and suffered him to take his depart- 
ure without the slightest effort to overcome his 
resolution. In tlie present temper of my mind, the 
friendship of a poet did not seem a catch of sufficient 
importance to break one's heart about its loss. I 
found ample amends in the intimacy of some subal- 
tern attendants about the king's person, with whom 
a similarity of humor had lately connected me closely. 
These new acquaintances of mine were for the moat 
part men from no one knows where, pushed up to 
their appointments more by luck than merit. They 
had all got into warm'bertlis, and, wretches as they 
were, measuring their own consequence by the eseeas 
of royal bounty, forgot their origin as scandalously 
as I forgot mine. We gave ourselves Infinite credit 
for what told so much and bitterly to oiu- dis- 
grace, O Fortune ! what a jade you are, to distribute 
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your &vors at hap-hazard as you do ! Epictetus 
was perfectly in the ri^t when he likened you to a 
jilt of feshion, prowling about in masquerade, and 
tipping the wink to every blackguard who parades 
the street. 
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BOOK THE NINTH. 



CHAPTER I. 

aClPlO'S SCHEME OF MARRIAGE FOR GIL BLAS, THE MATCH, 
A RICH GOLDSMITH'S DAUGHTER. CIRCUMSTANCES CON- 
NECTED WITH THIS SPECULATION. 

One evening, on the departure of my supper 
company, finding myself alone with Scipio, I asked 
him what he had^ been doing that day. Striking a 
master-stroke, answered he. I intend that you 
should marry. A goldsmith of my acquaintance has 
an only daughter, and I mean to make up a match 
between you. 

A goldsmith's daughter ! exclaimed I, with a dis- 
dainful air ; are you out of your senses ? Can you 
think of tying me up to a trinket-maker? People 
of a certain character in society, and on a certain 
footing at court, ought to have much higher views 
of things. Pardon me, sir, rejoined Scipio ; do not 
take the subject up in that light. Recollect that 
nobility accrues by the male side, and do not ride a 
higher horse than a thousand jockeys of quality whom 
I could name. Do you know that the heiress in 
question will- bring a hundred thousand ducats in 
her pocket ? Is not that a pretty little sprig of 
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jewelry? To tlic resounding echo of eo Lu^ 
Hum my ears were instantly eyniphunious. Tlie 
is your own, eaid I to the secretary ; the fortune 
determineB the case in the lady's iavor. A\'hfn do 
yon mean to put me in possession ? Fair and softly, 
sir, answered he ; the more haete, the worse speed. 
It will be necessary for me first to eommunicate the 
affair to the lather, and instd the advantage of it 
into his capacity. Good ! rejoined I, with a burst 
of laughter ; is it thereabouts you are ? The match 
is far advanced in its progress towards consumma- 
tion. Much nearer than you suppose, replied he. 
But one hour's conversation with tlie goldsmith, and 
I pledge myself for his consent. But, before we go 
any farther, let us come to an agreement, if you 
please. Supposing that I should trjinsfer a hundred 
thousand ducats to you, what would my commission 
be? Twenty thousand ! was my answer. Heaven 
be praised therefore, said he. I guessed your grat- 
itude at teu thousand ; so that it doubles mine in a 
similar case. Come on then ! 1 will set this 
negotiation on foot to-morrow morning ; and you 
may coimt upon its success, or I am little better than 
one of the foolish ones. 

In fact, he said to me two days afterwards, 1 have 
spokoi to Signor Gabriel Salero, my friend the gold- 
Btnith. On the loud report of your high desert and 
credit, he iias lent a favorable ear to my offer of you 
for a son-in-law. You are to have his daughter with 
a hundred thousand ducats, provided you can make 
it appear clearly that you are in possession of the 



] 

tune^^ 
ido i 




go GIL BLAS. 

miniater'B good graces. Since that is the c 
I confidently to Scipio, I shall Boon be married. 
But, not entirely to forget the girl, have you seen 
her? is she pretty? Not quite ho pretty oa her for^ 
tune, answered he. Between ourselves, tliia heiress's 
looks are aa hard as her cash. Luckily, you are 
perfectly indifferent about tliat. Stone blind, by the 
light of the sun, my good fellow ! replied I. As 
for us wliinisicftl fellows about court, we marry 
merely for the sake of marrying. Wlien we want 
beauty, we look for it in our friends' wives ; and if, 
by fates and destinies, the sweets are wasted on our 
own, their flavor is so mawkish to our palate, that 
tliere is some merit in their not carrying the com- 
modity to a foreign market. 

This is not all, resumed Scipio: Signer Gabriel 
hopes for the pleasure of your company to eupper 
this evening. By agreement, there is to be no men- 
tion of marriage. He has invited several of his 
mercantile friends to this entertainment, wliei-e you 
will take your chance with the rest, and to-morrow 
he means to sup with you on the same terms. By 
this you will perceive his drift of looking before he 
leaps. You will do well to be a little on your guard 
before him. O, for the matter of that, interrupted 
I, with an air of confidence, let him semtinize me as 
closely as he pleases, the result cannot fail to be in 
my favor. 

All this happened as it was foretold. I was in- 
troduced at the goldsmith's, who received me with 
the familiarity of an old acquaintance. A vulgar 
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dog, but warm ; and as trooblesooie wick hL» '!frllicj 
as a prude with her Tirtoe. He ^irt*fs^XipA me to 
Signora Eugenia his wife, and the jocc&f li Oahriieia 
his daughter. I opened wide mj bod^v^ ot *:r.cipii- 
ments, without infringing die trcatj. aad pr^rdi^ 
soft nothings to them, in all the vM:xurT cHr Cij*jdT 
dialogue. 

Grabriela, with sabmisJ^ioQ to mv iecretar^'* better 
taste, was not altogether so repulsive; whether bj 
dint of being outrageoadlj bedizened, or hecaa^ I 
looked at her in the raree-*how box ot" her f'^rtrine. 
A charming house this of ,*!*iifnor Gabriel ! There 
is less silver, I verily believe, in the Peruvian mines, 
than under his roof. That metal presented it.-elf to 
the view in all directions, under a thoui^and different 
forms. Every room, and especially that where we 
were entertained, was a fciirv palace. ^^Vhat sl bird's- 
eye view for a son-in-law ! The old codger, to do 
the thing genteelly, had collected five or six mer- 
chants about him, all plodding, spirit-wearing person- 
ages. Their tongues could only talk of what their 
hearts were set upon : it was high change all supper- 
time ; but unfortunately wit was at a discount. 

Next night it was my turn to treat the goldsmith. 
Not being able to dazzle him with my sideboard, I 
had recourse to another artifice. I invited to supper 
such of my friends as made the finest figure at court j 
hangers-on of state, noted for the unwieldiness of 
their ambition. These fellows could not talk on 
common topics : the brilliant and lucrative posts at 
which they aimed were all canvassed in detail ; this 
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too made its way. Poor counting-houae? 
in amazement nt the loftiness of their ideas, shrunk 
into insignificance, in spite of all his hoards, on a 
comparison with these wonderful men. As for me, 
in all the plausiblity of moderation, I professed to 
wish for nothing more than a comfortable fortune ; 
a snug box and a competence : whereupon these 
gluttons of the loaves and fishes cried out with one 
voice that 1 was wrong, absolutely criminal ; for the 
prime minister would do anything upon earth for 
me, and it was an act of duty to anoint my fingers 
with bird-lime. My honored papa lost not a word 
of all tliis, and seenieil, at going away, to take his 
I leave with some complacency. 

Scipio went, of course, the next morning, to ask 
him how he liked me. Extremely well indeed, an- 
swered the knight of the ledger ; the lad has won 
my very heart. But, good master Scipio, I conjure 
you by our long acquaintance to deal \vith me as a 
true friend. We have all our weak side, as you 
well know. Tell me where Signor de SantiUane is 
fallible. Is he fond of piny? Does he wench? On 
what lay are his simg little vices? Do not fight 
shy, I beseech you. It ie very unkind, Signor 
Gabriel, to put such a question, retorted the go- 
between. Your interest is more to me than my 
maflter's. If he had any slippery propensities, likely 
to make your daughter unhappy, would I ever have 
proposed him as a son-in-law? The deuce a bit! 
I am too much at your service. But, between our- 
selves, be has but one fault — that of being faultless. 



THE MARRIAGSL DBTFTilfrWED OJC ij^ 

He is too wke Sar a jomuz man* So mociL die 
better, replied die goIiLmucn. i he in die mivc^ like 
me. You uult 2:0. m^ orieiuL axid ceil aim he ^iiaH 
have mj daugfater, antl 3iii>ciiii ha^e oer. duxxtia he 
knew no more of die mlniecier than I «Jo. 

As soon as mj iecreiarj had. z^jtzed diis <!oit- 
yersadcm, I flew to diaok Skkfo ijr hui partklitj. 
He had alreadv told hk mind Di hi:^ wise anri 'Jan^zit- 
ter, who gare me to onderscazuL bv dieir r^cirpdixi, 
that they- yielded witfaoac &*ra^^ I oarrieii mj 
&therHn-Iaw to the Doke of Lerma. whom. I hod 
informed the er^iing he&re. and presented him with 
due oeremonT. Hi$ exceUexwrr ;rave him a nvjist 
gracious recepdon. and congrafnlaTPtl him on haring 
chosen a man for his ^jn-iinlaw tor whom he hin>- 
self had so great a reganl, and meant to do such 
great thnigs. Then did he expatiate on mj good 
quaEtieSy and, in &cty said so much to mj honor, 
that honest Gabriel thought he had met with the 
best match in Spain. His jor oozed out at lus eyes. 
On parting, he pressed me in lus arms, and said. 
My son, I am so impadent to see you (jabriela's 
husband, that the aSsdr shall be finally setded within 
a week at latest. 



GIL IIL.iS. 



OHAPTEIt IT. 



'SS. elh BIAS HBff» ' 



Of THE FROaREsa t 

OilSCTS THAT THERE la SUCH A UAN jy THE WORLD AS 

DOS ALpnoyso be levva, and resdsrs mu a bervics 

FROil MOTIVES OP VAJflTi: 

Let us leave my marriage to take care of itself 
for a season. The order of events reciuires me to 
recount a service rendered to my old maater Don 
Alphoneo. I had entirely forgotten that gentle- 
mea'e existence ; but a circumstance recalled it to 
my recollection. 

The government of Valencia became vacant at tlus 
time, and put me in mind of Don Alphonso de 
Leyva. I considered within myself that the employ- 
ment would suit him to a nicety, and determined to 
apply ibr it on his belialf, not so much out of friend- 
ship as ostentation. If I could but procure it for 
him, it would do mc Infinite honor. I told the 
Duke of Lcrma that I had been steward to Don 
Caesar de Ley^-a and his son, and that, having every 
reason in the world to feci myself obliged to them, 
I should take it as a fai'or if he would give the gov- 
ernment of Valencia to one or other of them. The 
minister answered, Most willingly, Gil Bias. I 
love to see you grateful and generous. Besides, the 
family stands very high in my esteem. The Leyvas 
are loyal subjects ; so that the place cannot be better 
bestowed. You may take it as a wedding present, 
and do what you like vnth it. 



COXDESCEySIOX OF CALDEBOITA. 



Delighted at the success of ntr wfpBa&m, I 
to Calderona m a prodigioae faoiTj, to get dK 
made out for Don Alpbonso. There ni 
crowd waiting in respectful alenee tiB Den VeAiiga 
ehould come and give audimce. I made lay mj 
through, and the closet door optaei aa if bjr aym- 
pathy. There were no one bunra how nmj nSt- 
tary and civil officers, with other people of leoiiwe 
quence, among whom Calderona was diridia^ hia 
attentions. Ilis diiferent reception of difl^rent 
people was curious. A alight iactinalinn of the 
head was enough for some ; otbcn he honored witti 

profusion of courtly grimace, and howed them out 
of the closet. The proportions of civility were 
weighed to a scruple. On the other hand, there 
were some suitors, who, shocked nt his cold indifier- 
, cursed in their secret sou! the necessity for 
their cringing before such a monkey of an ulol. 
Others, on the contrary, were Laughing in their 
sleeve at hJe gross and self-sufficient lur. But tiie 
! was thrown away upon me ; nor was I llkelj 
to profit by such a lesson. It was exactly the ct 
lerpart of my own beliavior ; and I never thi 
of ascertaining whether my deportment was popi 
or offensive, so long as there was no violation 
outward respect. 

Don Rodrigo, accidentally casting a look towards 

3, left a gentleman, to whom he was spealdn; 
without ceremony, and came to pay his respects with 
the moat unaccountable tokens of high consideratioi 
Ah, my dearcolleague I exclaimed he, what occasif 
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procnrcB me the pleasure of seeing yon 1 
there anything we can do for you? I told him my 
business ; whereupon he assured me, in the meet 
obliging tenns, that the affair should be expedited 
within four-and-twenty hours. \ot satisfied with 
these overwhelming condescensions, he conducted 
me to the door of liis antechamber, whitlier he never 
attended any but the nobility of first rank. His fore- 
™ill was aa flattering aa his reception. 
V What is the meaning of all this palaver? said I, 
while retreating ; has any raven croaked ray en- 
trance, and prophesied promotion to Calderona by 
my overthrow? Does he really languish for my 
friendship ? or does he feel the ground giving way 
under his feet, and wish to save himself by clinging 
to the branches of my favor and protection? It 
seemed a moot point which of those conjectures 
might be the right. The following day, on my re- 
turn, his behavior was of the same stamp ; caresses 
and civilities poured in upon me in torrents. It is 
true that other people, who attempted to speak to 
him, were rumped in exact proportion with the 
blandishments of liis face towai-da me. He snarled 
at some, petrified others, and made the whole circle 
run the gantlet of his displeasure. But they were 
all amply avenged by an occurrence, the relation of 
which may ^ve a gentle hint to all the clerks and 
secretaries on the hat of my readers. 

A man very plainly dressed, and certainly not 
looking at all like what he was, came up to Calde- 
rona, and spoke to him about a memorial stated to 
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ma. Doa BiitfrTgri. ^riitiijai: liKJiczur :zniiL jur riuitiis 
iq> to his lace* douL izL x ^lars^ TntrrM-^img Tim** 'X^jo 
msy Toa happeiL aj le. jtineac jiaa r Tjii:^ *^*i1**»^ 
me FraodUo id. arr '*hii<thn*nL uiawf^rKL "iui *g:in«jg. 
imahoiApti : mv nexz ^rrjn uuL ~nt^ ins -hac ir ZfjiL 
FianciQa de Zimigi. ; uul 317 i'^*^^^'^^^^ oaine j» 'iie 
CooxKt de Pedroiia* LaAiiemia. ▼ii^ lil jx 1. " v ca*r 
at this di5i!i>v^r9'. ;iziil issamc^L ai tcunint«r iiic sl 
ezcoee, wfaoL he ixHiiiil 'iiac je oaii. "ai u> -wtx x 3100. 
of the first qiialiCT. Sr. ^aiil je Zii rie ?.ixnr. I 
hare t» be^ Toa gql tiujiiBaiiil pazriijiui mc 3i:t 
knoffrixi^ wbooa I had die Ji^anr li^i .... I vans 
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proud rnrfigniaTi'rw : cner ar*^ ai» nazuieixa^ 12$ j<>or 
mdeneaa wa* ixiLba»»izn;r- Sectjilei:^ hexur^xtb 
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ficripdoitf of people vidk ^>»i maozusrsw Yoa moj 
be Tain enoogh t*> atiecc the represemadre of voor 
master, but the pnUk: kikyir rua &r lu« menial 



Tlie haoglitT Don B«'jdrigo btosbed Uae at tlis 
idake. Yet it did not mend ius manners one wiiit. 
On me it made a fidotanr in^pires^ioa. I determined 
to take care and aecertain the rank of mr petitioners 
before I gave a kwee to the insolence of office, and 
to inflict tortore only upon mutes. As Don AI- 
phonso's patent was made out, I sent it bv a purpo^ 
messenger, with a letter from the Duke of Lerma, 
announcing the royal favor. But I took no notice 
of my own share in the appointment, nor e\*en 
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accompanied it with a line, in the fond hope of a 
BOUDcing it hj word uf moutli, and eurprisiDg lil 
agrectibly, when he came to court on occasioa c 
taking the customary oaths. 



CHAPTEB III. 



AxD now once more for my lovely Gabriela ! We 
were to be married in a week. Preparations were 
making on both sides for tlie ceremony. Salero or- 
dered a rich wardrobe for the bride, and I liired a 
miiting-woraan for her, a footman, and « gentleman 
usher of decent aspect and advanced years. The 
whole establiflbment was provided by Scipio, who 
longed more longingly than myself for the hour when 
we were to be fingering the fortune. 

On the evening before the happy day, I was sup- 
ping with my father-in-law, the rest of the company 
being made up of uncles, aunts, and cousins of either 
sex and every degree. The part of a aupple-visaged 
son-in-law sat upon me to perfection. Nothing could 
exceed my profound respect for the goldsmith and his 
wife, or the transports of my passion at Gabriela'a 
feet, while I amoothcd my way into the graces of 
the family, by listening with impregnable patience 
to their witless repartees and irrational ratiocina- 
tions. Thus did I gain the great end of all my for- 
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—die pI i 'UMiiifj rr 
lEvesry ixidxvidiiai of die rtaa 2£r 'mttitt^»f & mc :aibr 
for tbe faoaor of m^ *n^™*^ 

The repose endiefL cfae '^ luuty 3iOT«si into i laras 
rooniy wliexe we weze tSttSTtsaaeri -mxii ■% -vsaas^ -ri 
vocsd and hutmnieiiaL anuie. sac die 7oi^ diac -w^m 
eyer heaid^ tiioogb. die pecsbcaMss veze 3f jr ^etefsed 
firom the choiceat batfe jc Maffrrfl. '?v»ne lv«>i%r 
airs pat us m mind of 'ianrintr Hesarpsi kziows 
what sort of p«&miitf:» we xnoK oave hcau wnen 
thej took me fiir die <»rjpiisen» of die opeesu dionsb 
I neyer had hot two or duree leaanoft imn, a pecDr 
dancmg'-fiiasca', who tao^sbc die pa^?^ oil die estab- y 
1iahfTK»Tit of die Marrjuoneaft je Cbavcs. Aib»r we 
had tired our tendoos. ic wa» time to diink of :ronig 
hmne. There was iu> end of m.^ bow? and God- 
bless-vovfs. FarewdL m^ dear jou-co-Iaw, said 
Salero, as he squeezed mj hand : I §haJI be at jomr 
house in the monung with the portion in leadr 
monej. Ton will be welcome, come when jon Est, 
n^ dear fiither-in-lawy axidwered L Afterwards^ 
wishing die £muhr good ni^rfatr I jomped into mj 
carriage, and ordered it to drire home. 

ScarcelT had I got two hondred vards firom Signor 
Crabrid's house, when fifteen or twentv men, some 
on foot and some on hcMrseback, all with swords and 
fire-arms, sorroanded and stopped the coach, erring 
oat, In the name of our sorereiffn lord the tinff^ 
Thsy dragged me out bj main force, and thrust me 
into a hack-chaise, when the leader of the party got 
in with me, and ordered the driver to go for Segovia* 
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There conld be no doubt but tlie honert gratleiiMm 
by my aide was an ulguozil. I wanted to know 
eometbing about the cauee of my arrest ; but he an- 
swered in the language of those gentry, which is 
very bad language, that he had other things to do 
than to satisfy my impertinent curiosity. I sug- 
gested that he might have mistaken his man. No, 
no, retorted he, the fool is wiser than that. You 
are Signor de Santillane ; and in that case you are 
to go along with me. Not being able to deny that 
fact, it became an act of prudence to bold my tongue. 
For the remainder of the night we traversed Manca- 
narcz in sulky silence, changed horses at Colmenar, 
and arrived the next evening at Segovia, where the 
lodging provided for me was in the tower. 



CHAPTER IV. 



I 

I OF BEeo^i, I 



TireiR first favor was to clap me up in a cell, 
where they left me on the straw like a criminal, 
whose only eartldy portion was to con over his dying 
speech in sohtude. I passed the night, not in be- 
wailing my fate, — for it had not yet presented itself 
in all its aggravation, — but in endeavoring to divine 
its cause. Doubtless it must have been Calderona's 
handiwork. And yet, though liis branching honors 
might have pressed thick upon his senses, I 
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wikim- Air Tt(^ nf IjnniM tVKtlt) liin 



r "rf it, *B- wmtf ^iiioul TTonwinx., nr.^ 
A WM ^aiBMaiD; «B «■! ft« «M« rttn» v«i(<i>. 

t rf jrrirf. ft mr»V.*\ Ww)^ vwp »yr 
4i^ JliiiMff. v' hivwl Mr) v>^hT. Ut' t.t.4,VNt irt 
■B^ ^il «i tie WMrtrimiJat^w >/ rov ir«i~-lv*|\nntitnt 
vinge, JK^ar u b* ww, tVw omim' i>\'«- t»iw « •«»• 
tiMcat of piiT : Dii ixx «Wi«ir. mkI Iks n*i« ltA< 
it fnO of CT06««, hilt niiiMl tlK^m tuA, V«hi wr« 
ytnagi mfter ihcw doj-a, y\m will Hxy ht nw tiiHti>r> 
In the mean tinte, mt M iho kin|;'ii iuvh wtti) wbtt 

My comforter wiilidrow with thin (innliit l»\ltivt(<w, 
answered by my ^mnfl nml loiivs, 'Hir ni«l iil' i\\p 
day wa« spent in enrxinj; my wuywiml dt<i*llHV, wHll- 
out thinking of my empty Nti>iiiiii<li. An liir llic 
royal morsel, it siH'iiml moro like llio idi'mhd^h of 
wmth than the Ikmui vt' iK'ncvoli'nci' ; llii< ImiliilinliiK 
protraction of paJii, riiltu-i- iluui ilio noIiut of ii(lll<<- 
tiun. 
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Night came, and with it the rattle of a key ii 
keyhole. My dungeon door opened, and in came a 
man with a wax-light in liis hand. lie advanced 
towards mc, saying, Signor Gil Bias, behold in me 
one of your old friends. 1 am Don Andrew de Tor- 
desillas, in the Archbishop of Grenada's sciriee wlule 
you enjoyed that prelate's favor. You may recollect 
engaging his interest in my behalf, and thereby pro- 
curing me a post in Slesico ; but instead of embark- 
ing for the Indies, I stopped in tlie town of Alicant. 
There I married the governor's daughter, and by a 
series of adventures of which you shall hereafter have 
the particulars, I an) now warden of tlijs tower. It 
is expressly forbidden me to let you speak to any 
living soul, to gi^e you any better bed than straw, 
or any other sustenance than bread and water. But 
besides that your misfortunes interest my humanity, 
you have done me 6er\ice, and gratitude countervails 
the harshness of my orders. They think to make 
mc the instrument of their cruelty, but it is my bet- 
ter purpose to soften the rigor of your captivity. 
Get up and follow me, 

Though my humane keeper was entitled to some 
acknowledgment, my spirits were so affected as to 
interdict my speech. All I could do was to attend 
him. We crossed a court, and mounted a narrow 
BtaircaBe to a Uttle room at the fop of the tower. 
It was no small sur[irise, on entering, to find a table, 
with hghts on it, neatly set out with covers for two. 
They will serve up immediately, said Tordesdlos. 
We are going to sup together. This snug retreat is 
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ftppointcd for your lixlging ; it will agi'ee better with 
you than your cell. From your window you will 
look down on the flowery banka of the ErSma, and 
the delicious vale of Coca, bounded by the moun- 
tains which divide the two Castiles. At first you 
will care little for prospects ; but when time shall 
have softened your keener ecnsations into a com- 
posed melancholy, it will be a pleasure to feast your 
eyea on such engaging scenes. Then, as for linen 
and other necessaries befitting a man accustomed to 
the comforts of life, they shall be always at your 
aervice. Your bed and board shall be such as you 
could wish, with a plentiful supply of books. In 
it word, you shall have everything but your liberty. 

My apirits were a little tranquillized by tliese obli- 
ging offers. I took courage, and returned my best 
thanks, assuring him that hia generous conduct re- 
stored me to life, and that I hoped at some time or 
other to find an opiKirtunity of testifying my grati- 
tude. To be sure 1 and why should you hot? an- 
swered he. Did you fancy yourself a prisoner for 
life ? Nothing less likely ! and I would lay a wager 
that you will be released in a very few months. 
What say you, Signor Don Andrew ? exclaimed I, 
Then surely you are acquainted with the occasion of 
my misfortune. You guess right, replied he. The 
a^^uodl who brought you hither told me the whole 
Btory in confidence. The king, hearing that the 
Count de Lenios and you were in the habit of es- 
corting the Prince of Spain by night to a house of 
suspicious cltaractcr, as a punishment for your loose 
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morale, lias banished tbe count, and sent jaa.h 
to be treated in llie stjle of which you have had a 
spccimeD. And how, said I, did that circumstance 
come to the king's knowledge? That is what I am 
most curious to ascertain. And that, answered he, 
is precisely what the alguazil did not tell, apparently 
because he did not know. 

At this epoch of our conversation, the servants 
brouglit in supper. When everytlung was set in 
order, Tordeeillas sent away tlie attendants, not 
. I wishing our conversation to be overheard. He shut 
the door, and we took our seats opposite to each 
other. Let us say grace, and fall to, said be. 
Tour appetite ought to be good after two days of 
fasting. Under this impression he loaded my plate 
as if he had been cramming the Craw of a staneling. 
In fact, nothing was more likely than that I should 
play the devil among the ragouts ; but what is likely 
does not always happen. Though my intestines 
were yearning for support, their staple stuck in my 
throat, for my heart loathed all pleasurable indul- 
gence in the present state of my affairs. In vain did 
my warden, to drive away the blue devils, pledge me 
continually, and exjiatiate on the excellence of his 
wine ; imperishable nectar would have been pricked, 
according to the fastidious report of my palate. 
This being the case, he went another way to work, 
and told me the story of his marriage, with as much 
humor as such a subject would admit, llere he was 
still less successful. So wandering was my atten- 
tion, that before the end, I had forgotten the begin- 
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Two hours « ksn^ xifiMft* wy l)Hm|2tKtaf( t^iv^sK^xt^t 
on what TaD(le!sin;!i$ hwii n>M UK'. Ht^fx^^ tJ^H^^ ^m 
I, for haying lent niv;sdf tv> iho plt'^l^Mrtvik i^f tl\^ J^t^i^s. 
aj^mrent! It was certaiuly iu>t Imviti^ ^^\^v wit^ 
about me, to pander for *o wuwy » pniuv. Tht^iv- 
in consists my crime : had he Ihh^m ttrrixtnl wt n n^^^i* 
knowing age, the king [Hn*htt|w» might onl^v \m\v 
laughed at what has now made hitu m nngn » \\\\i 
who can have given such couiusol to the UiotiMivh* 
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without dreading the prince's roaentment or the Duke 
of Lcrma's ? That minister will doubtlefis take am- 
ple vengeance for hia nephew the Count dc Lemoa. 
How can the king have made the dlBcoveiy ? That 
ia above my comprehension. 

Tliis last was the eternal burden of my song. 
But the idea most afflictive to my mind, what drove 
me to despair, and laid fiend-like hold upon my 
fancy, was the unquestioned plunder of my effects. 
My strong box, exclaimed I, my dear wealth, what 
ia become of you ? Into what hands have you fallen ? 
Alas ! you are lost in less time than you were gained ! 
The ruinous confiision of my household was the per- 
petual death's head of my imagination. Yet this 
wilderness of mehmcholy ideas sheltered me from 
absolute distraction ; sleep, which had shunned my 
wretched straw, now paid his readier visit to my soft 
and gentlemanly couch. Watching and wine, too, 
imparted a strong narcotic to hia poppies. My slum- 
bers were profound ; and to nil appearance, the day 
might have peeped in upon my rejKiBe, if I iiad not 
been awakened uJl at once by such sounds aa rarely 
perforate a jtrison wall, I heard the thrum of a 
guitar, accompanying a man's voice. My whole 
attention was absorbed ; but the invisible musician 
paused, and left the fleeting impression of a dream, 
An instiint afterwards, my ear was soothed witli the 
sound of tlic same instrument, and the same voice. 



Wisely the unt npaluet poor witiler hoards 
The stock wliicli I'uninier'E wealtli njfonls ; 
In grasBhopperB, thol roust nt nntnnin die, 
How vaiu were eadi an iudnstry ! 
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MELAyCHOLY MEDITATIIIXS. 

Of love or tbrtnnc the dcceiiriil ligbt 
Might halfcucnso our cbisutva Eiglit, 
If ilof lift Ibe whole smnlt ibne would stay. 



4 



These verses, which sounded as if they had been 
sung expressly for the dirge of my departed happi- 
ness, were only an aggravation of my feelings. The 
truth of the sentiment, said I, is but too well exem- 
plified in me. The meteor of cotul favor has but 
plunged mo in substantial darkness ; the summer 
sunshine of ambition is quenched in these autumnal 
glooms. Now did I sink again into cold and ixim- 
fortless meditation ; my miseries began to flow afresh, 
as if thej fed and grew upon their own vital stream. 
Yet my wailings ended with the night ; and the first 
rays wliich played upon my chamber wall amused 
my mind into composure. I got up to open my 
window, and let the vivid air of morning into my 
room. Then I glanced over the country, so attrac- 
tively depicted in the description of my keeper. It 
did not seem to justify his panegyric. The Er6ma, 
a second Tagus in tny magnifying fancy, was little 
better than a brook. Its flowery banks were fringed 
with nettles, and arrayed in all the majesty of thistles ; 
the delicious vale in this fairy prospect was a barren 
wilderness, untamed by human labor. It therefore 
waa very evident that my keener sensations were not 

• To haTe gnbstitntcd, with a alight vorintion, thcsa two stanziia 
ftora Cowlpy for a tranalHllon ofthB commonplucc couplet in tlio 
original, will protiably not be thougbt to require utiy npolo^. Tiicj 
necesBaiUy Involve a change in Uic eonacqiient rcfluctiona of our 
Iwro. TBjKgrATon. 
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yet Boftened into such a composed melancholy ai 
give any hut a jaundiced coloring to the lantUcape. 

I began dreasing, and had already half finished my 
toilet, when Tordesillaa ushered in an old chamber- 
maid, laden ivith ehirts and towels. Signer Gil Bias, 
said he, here is your linen. Do not he saving of it ; 
there shall always be as many changes 08 you can 
possibly want. Well, now ! and how have you 
passed the night ? Has the drowsy god administered 
his anodJ^le? I coidd have slept till tliis time, 
answei-ed 1, if I had not becti awakened liy a voice 
singing to a guitiir. The cavalier who has disturbed 
yom- repose, resumed he, is a state prisoner ; and his 
chamber is contiguous to yours. He is a knight of 
the military order of Calatrava, and is a very accom- 
plished person. His name ia Don Gaston de Cogol- 
los. Yon may meet as often as you like, and take 
your meals togetlier. It will afford reciprocal con- 
eolation to compare your fortunes. There can be no 
doubt of your being agreeable to one another. I 
assured Don Andrew how sensible I was of his in- 
dulgence in allowing me to blend my sorrows with 
those of my fellow-suft'erer ; and, as I betrayed some 
impatience to be ac<]uainted with him, our accom- 
modating warden met my wishes on the very same 
day. He fixed me to dine with Don Gaston, whose 
prepossessing physiognomy and symmetry of feature 
struck me sensibly. Judge what it must have been 
to make so strong an impression on eyes accustomed 
jvii to encounter the dazzling exterior of the court. 
Figure to yourself a man fashioned in the mould of 
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BStire ; one of those heroes in romance, who I 
onlj to show his fiin;, and banish the sweet sleep 
from the eyelids of princesses. Add to this, that 
nature, who is generally bountiful with one hand and 
ni^nrdly with tlie other, liad crowned the perfectiona 
of Cogollos with wit and valor. He was a man, 
whose like, take Iiiin for all in all, we might not 
aoon look upon again. 

If this fine fellow was mightily to my taste, it was 
my good luck not to be altogether offensive to blfa. 
He no longer sang at night for fear of annoying me, 
though I begged him by no means to restrain his 
inclinations on my account. A bond of union is 
soon formed between brethren in misfortune, A 
close friendship succeeded to mere acquaintance, and 
strengthened from day to day. Tlie liberty of uninter- 
rupted intercourse contributed greatly to our mutual 
support ; our burden became lighter by diinsion. 

One day after dinner 1 went into his room, just 
OS he was tuning his guitar. To hear him more at 
my ease, I sat down on the only stool; while he, 
reclining on liis bed, played a putlietic air, and sang 
to it a ditty, expressing tlie despair of a lover and 
the cruelty of his mistress. ^Vhen he had finished, 
I said to him with a smile, 8ir knight, such strains 
as these coidd never be applicable to your ovra suc- 
cesses with the fair. You were not made to cope 
with female repulse. You think too well of me, 
answered he. The verses yon have just heard were 
composed to fit my own case — to soften a heart of 
adamant. You must hear my story, and in my 
story, my distresses. 
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It will be very soon four years since I left Mndrid 
to go ttoJ see my aunt Doiina Eleonora de Laxarilla 
at Coria : she ia one of tlie richest dowagers in Old 
Castile, with myself for her only heir. Scarcely had ■ 
Igot within her doors, when love invaded my repose. 
The windows of my room faced the lattice of a lady 
living opposite ; hut the street was narrow, and her 
blinds per\'ious to the eye. It was an opportunity 
too delicious to be lost, and I found my neighbor so 
lovely that my heart was captivated. The subject 
of my sentry-watch could not be mistaken. She 
marked it well ; but she was not a girl to glory in 
tlie detection, BtUl less to encourage my ftmleriea. 

It was natural to inquire the name of this mighty 
Con(|ueror. I learned it to be Donna Helena, only 
daughter of Don George de Gahsteo, lord of a large 
domain near Coria. She had innumerable offers of 
marriage ; but her father repulsed them all, because 
he meant to bestow lier hand on his nephew Don 
Austin do Olighcra, who had uninterrupted access to 
his cousin while the settlements were preparing. < 
This was no bar to my hopes : on the contrary, it 
whetted my eagerness, and the insolent pleasure of 
supplanting a faiored rival was, perhaps, at bottom 
equally my motive with a more noble passion. My 
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visnal artillery was obstinately planted against my 
unyielding fair. Her attendant Felicia was not 
without any incense of a glance, to soften lier rigid 
constancy in my favor ; while nods and becks stood 
for the current coin of language. But all these 
efforts of gallantry were in vain — the maid was im- 
pregnable, like her mistress — never was there sufJi n 
pair of eold and cruel ones. 

The commerce of the eyes being so unthrifty, I had 
recourse to difterent agents. My scouts were on the 
watch to hunt out what acquaintance Felicia might 
have in town. They discovered an old lady, by 
nauic Theodora, to be her most intimate ftiend, and 
that they often met. Delighted at the intelligence, 
I went point blank to Theodora, and engaged her by ,-■ 
presents in my interest. She took my cause up 
heartily, promised to contrive an interview for me 
with her friend, and kept her engagement the very 
nest day. 

I am no longer the wretch of yesterday, said I to 
Fdicia, since my sufferings have melted you to pity. 
How deep is my debt to your friend for her kind 
interference in my behalf I Sir, answered she, 
Theodora can do what she pleases with me. She 
has brought me over to your side of tlie question ; 
and if I can do you a kindness, you siiall soon be at 
■tJie summit of your wishes ; but, with all my par^ 
tiality in your favor, 1 know not how far my efforts 
may be successful. It would be cruel to mislead 
you ; the prize will not lie gained without a severe 
conflict. The object of your passion is betrothed to 



another gentleman, and her character most ii 
cious to jour designs. Such is her pride, and SO 
closely locked are her secrets within her own breast, 
that if, by constancy and aBsiduities, you coidd extort 
from her a few sighs, fancy not that her haughty 
spirit would indulge yoiff ears with their .music. 
Ah ! my dear Felicia, exclaimed I, in on agony, why 
will you thus magnify the obstacles in my way? To 
Bet them in array will kill me. Lead me on with 
false hopes, if you will, but do not drive me to de- 
spair. With these words I took one of her hands, 
pressed it between mine, and slid a diamond on her 
finger, value three hundred pistoles, with such a. mov- 
ing compliment as made her weep again. 

Such speeches and corresponding actions deserved 
some scanty comfort. She smoothed a little the 
rugged path of love. Sir, Baid bIig, what 1 have 
just been telling you need not quite quench your 
hope. Your rival, it is true, is in possession of tlie 
ground. He cornea back and fore as he pleases. He 
toys with her as often as he likes ; but all that is in 
your favor. The habit of constant intercourse sheds 
a languor over their meetings. They part without 
pain, and come togetlier without emotion. One 
would take them for man and wife. In a word, my 
mistress has no marks of violent love for Don Austin. 
Besides, in point of person, there is such a difference 
between you and him as cannot fail to catch the eye 
of a nice obseiTer like Donna Helena. Therefore 
do not be cast down. Continue your particular at- 
tentions. You shall have a second in me. I sliall 
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let no opportimitj' es(^^>e of poiDting oHt to my im»- 
tresa the merit of all your exertiona to please lier. 
In vain shall she intrencli herself behind reserve. In 
spite of guard and garrison, I will ransack die mus- / 
ter-roll of her sentiments. 

Now were my Ojx^n attacks and secret ambuscades 
more fiercely pointed against the daughter of Don 
George. Among the rest, I entertained her with a 
eerenadc. Alier the concert, Felicia, to sound her 
mistress, begged to know how she had been enter- 
tained. The singer had a good voice, said Donna 
Helena. But how did you like the words ? replied 
the abigail. I scarcely noted tliem, returned the 
lady; the music engrossed my whole attention. The 
poetry excited as little curiosity as its author. If 
that is the case, esclaimed the chambermaid, pour 
Don Gaston de Cogolloa is reckoning without his 
host ; and a miserable s^icndthriH of his glances, to 
be always ogling at our lattice-work. Pcrliaps it 
may not be he, said the mistress, with pctriiVing 
indifference, but some other spark, announcing his 
passion by tliis concert. Excuse me, answered 
Felicia, it is I>oa Gaston himself, who accosted me 
thia morning in the street, and implored me to asstu^ 
you how ho adored, in defiance of your rifforous 
repulses ; but tliat he should esteem liimself the most 
blest of mortals if you would allow him to soothe 
his desponding thoughts fay all the most delicate and 
impassioned attentions. Judge now if I can be n 
taken, after so open an avowal. 

Don George's daughter changed countenance at 
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once, and said to her servant, with a » 
You might well have dispeiiBed with the relation of 
this impertinent discourse. Bring mc no more eiich 
idle tales ; and tell this young madman, when next 
he accosts you, to play off his shallow artiiiccs on 
some more accommodating fool ; but, at all events, 
let him choose a more gentlemanly recreation than 
that of lounging all day at his window, and prying 
into the privacy of my apartment. 

This message waa faithfully delivered at my next 
interview with Felicia, who assured me that her 
mistress's modes of speech were not to be taken in 
their literal construction, but that my affairs were in 
the best possible train. For my part, being little read 
in the science of coquetry, and finding no favorable 
sense on the face of the author's original words, I 
was half out of humor with the wire-drawn comments 
of the critic. She laughed at my misgiving, and 
asked her friend for pen, ink, and paper, saying, 
Sir knight of the doleful countenance, write im- 
mediately to D()nna Helena as dolefidly as you look. 
Make echo ring with your sufferings ; uutsigh the 
river's murmur ; and, above all, let rocks and woods 
resound with the prohibition of appearing at your 
window. Tiien pawn your existence on obeying her, 
though without the possibility ever to redeem the 
pledge. Turn all that nonsense into pretty sentences, 
as you gay deceivers so well know how to do, and 
leave the rest to me. The event, I flatter myseUi, 
will redound more than you arc aware to the 1: 
of my penetration. 
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He must have been a strange lover who would 
not have profited tiy so opportune an occasion of 
writing to his mistress. My letter was couched in 
the most pathetic terms. Felii^ia smiled at its con- 
tents, and said that if the women knew the art of 
infatuating men, the men, in return, had borrowed 
their infiuence over women &om the arch wheedler 
luinaelf. Jly privy counsellor took the note, and 
went back to Don George's, with a special injunc- 
tion that my windows should be fast shut, for some 
days. 

Madam, said she, going up to Donna Helena, I 
met Don Gaston. He must needs endeavor to come 
round me with his flattering speeches. In tremuloua 
accents, like a culprit pleading against his sentence, 
he begged to know whether I had apokcn to you on 
his belialf. Then, in prompt and faithful compliance 
with j-our orders, I snapped up the words out of hia 
mouth. To be sure, my tongue did run at a fine 
rate against him. I called him all manner of names, 
and left him in the street like a stock, staring at my 
termagant loquacity. I am delighted, answered 
Donna Helena, that you have disengaged me from 
that troublesome person. But there was no occasion 
to have snubbed him so unmercifully. A creature 
of your degree should always keep a good tongue in 
its mouth. Madam, replied tlie domestic, one can- 
not get rid of a determined lover by mincing one's 
words, though it comes to much the same tiling when 
flies into a passion. Don Gaston, for instance, 
not to be bullied out of his senses. After 
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ing given it liim on both sideB of his ears, : 
you, I went on that errand of yours to the house of 
your relation. The lady, as ill luck would have it, 
kept me longer than she ought. I say longer than 
she ought, becauae my plague and torment met me 
on my return. Who the deut'C would have thought 
of seeing him ? It put mc all in a twitter ; but 
then my tongue, which at other times is apt to be in 
a twitter, stuck motionless in my mouth. While my 
tongue stuck motionless in my mouth, what did he 
do? ■ He slid a ptiper into my hand without giving 
me time to consider vvhether I should take it or no, 
and made off in a, moment. 

After thia introduction, she drew my letter ftom 
under her stays, and gave it with half a banter to 
her mistress, who affeeted to read it in humorous 
Bcom, but digested tlie contents most greedily, and 
then put on the atarch, offended prude. In good 
earnest, Felicia, said she, witli all the gravity she 
could assume, you were extremely off your guard, 
quite bewildered and fascinated, to have taken the 
charge of such an epistle. What construction would 
Don Gaston put upon it ? What must I think of it 
myself? You give me reason, by this strange behavior, 
to mistrust your fidelity, while he must suspect me 
of encouraging hia odious suit, Alas I he may, 
perhaps, lay tliat flattering unction to hia soul, that 
my love is legible in these characters, and not hia 
trespass. Onlj- consider how you lay my towering 
pride. O, quite the reverse, madam, answered the 
petticoatcd pleader ; it is impossible for him to think 
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that; and if he did, he would soon be convinced 
with a flea in his car. I shaD tell him, when nest 
we meet, tliat I have delivered hia letter, that you 
glanced at the superscription with petritying indiffer- 
ence, and then, without reading a woixl, tore it Into 
ten thousand pieces. You may swear that I did 
not read it ^-ith a safe conscience, replied Donna 
Helena. I should be puzzled to retrace a single 
sentiment. Don George's daughter, not contented 
with these words, suited the action to them, tore my 
letter, and imposed sUence on my advocate. 

As I had promised no longer to play the lover at 
my window, the farce of obedience was kept up for 
several days. Ogling being interdicted, my court- 
ship was doomed to enter in at my Helena's obdurate 
e^s. One night I attended under her balcony with 
mnsiciana ; the first bars of the serenade were already 
playing, when a ewaggering'blade, sword in hand, 
rushed in upon our harmony, laying about liim to 
the right and left, to the utter discomfiture of the 
troop. Such mad warfare fired my tilting propen- 
sities to e(|ual fury. The affray became serious. 
Donna Helena and her maid were disturbed by the 
clash of swoi-ds. They looked out at their lattice, 
and saw two men engaged. Their cries roused Don 
George and his servants. The whole neighborhood 
was assembled to part the combatants. But they 
came too late : on the field of battle, bathed in its 
own blood and almost lifeless, lay my unfortunate 
body. They carried me to my aunt's, and sent for 
the best surgical assistance in the place. 
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All the world was merciful, and wished me v 
especially Donna Helena, whose heart was naw im- 
mafiked. Her forced severity jieldcd to her natural 
\ feelings. Would you believe it? The cold, relent- 
less, insensible, was kindled intotbe warmest of lo\e'a 
votaries. She wore out the remainder of tlie night 
in weeping with her faitlifiil confidante, and gi\'ing 
her cousin, Don Austin de Olighera, to perdition; 
for him they taxed with the plotted massacre, and 
the bill was a true one. He could hide his heart aa 
well as his cousm ; he therefore watched my motions, 
without seeming to suspect them ; and fancying 
them not to be without a corresponding impulse, he 
resolved not to be sacrificed with impunity. The 
accident was an awkward one to me, but it ended in 
overpowering rapture. Dangerous as my wound 
was, the surgeon soon brought me about. I was 
still confined to my chamber, when my aunt, Donna 
Eleonora, went over to Don George, and ma^le pro- 
posals for Donna Helena. He consented the more 
readily to the marriage, as he never expected to see 
Don Austin again. Tlie good old man was afraid 
of his daughter's not liking me, because cousin Oli- 
ghera had kept her company ; but she was so tractable 
to the parental behest, as to furnish grounds for 
believing that in Spain, as in other countries, the 
species, not tlie individual, is the object with the sex. 
Felicia, at our first private meeting, communica- 
ted the emotions of her mistttss on my misfortune. 
Now, like another Paris, I thought Troy well lost 
for my Helen, and blessed the happy consequences 
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of my wound. Don George allowed me to speak 
with his daughter in presence of hor attendant. 
Whnt a heavenlj- inten-iew ! I begged and prayed 
the ladj so earnestly to tell me whetlier her suffer- 
ance of my vows was forced upon her by her father, 
that she at length confessed her obedience to be in 
uniaon wn'tli her incUnations. After so delicious n 
declaration, my whole soul was given up to love and 
pleasurable gratifications. Our nuptials were to ho 
graced by a magnificent procession of all tlie princi- 
pal people in Coria and the neighborhood. 

I gave a splendid party at my aunt's conntry-honse, 
in the suburbs on the side of Manroi. Don George, 
his daughter, the fitmily, and friends on both sides 
were present. There was a concert of vocal and 
instrumental music, with a company of strolluig 
players, to represent a comedy. In the middle of 
tlie festivities, some one whispered nie tliat a man 
nv'aiited to speak with me in the hall. I got up from 
table to go and see who it was. The stranger looked 
like a gentleman's servant. He put a letter into my 
hand, containing these words : — 

" If you have any sense of honor, as a knight of 
your order ought to have, you wiU not full to attend 
to-morrow morning in the plain of Manroi. There 
you will find an antagonist ready to give you your 
revenge for his former attack upon your person, or, 
what he ratlier hopes and meditates, to spoil your 
connubial transports with Donna Helena. 

"Don Austln de Oliqhera." 
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If love is a Spanish passion, revenge is tlie I 
ish lunacy. Sucli a note as this was not to be read 
with composure- At the mere subscription of Don 
Austin, there tdndled in my veins a £re which almost 
made me forget the claims of hospitality, I was 
tempted to steal away from my company, and seek 
my antagonist on the instant. For fear of disturbing 
the men-iment, however, I bridled in my rage, and 
said to the messenger. My friend, you may tell your 
employer that I shall meet him on the appointed spot 
at sunrise, and resume the contest with obstinacy 
equal to his own- 
After sending this answer, I resumed my seat at 
table with so composed a mien that no creature had 
the least suspicion of what had occurred. During 
the rest of the day I gave myself up to the pleasures 
of the festival, which ended not till midnight. The 
guests then returned to town ; but I staid behind, 
under pretext of taking the air on the following 
morning. Instead of going to bed, 1 watched for 
the dawn with maddening impatience. With the 
first ray I got on horseback, and rode idone towards 
Manroi. On the plain was a horseman, riding up 
to me at fiill speed, I pushed fonvard, and we met 
halfway. It was my rival. Knight, said he, su- 
perciliously, it is against my will that I meet you a 
second time on the same occasion ; but you have 
brought your fate on yourself. After the adventure 
of the serenade, you ought to have waived your pre- 
tensions to Don George's daughter, or at least to 
have been assured that the support of them must cost 
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you dearer than a single enconnter. Tou are 
much elated, answerwl I, ivith an adt-antage which 
is lees owing, perhaps, to your superior skill . than to 
the darkness of the night. Remember (hat i ictory 
is of the same blind family frith fortune. It shall be 
my lot to teacli you, replied he with insulting scorn, 
that I have unsealed the eyes of both. 

At this proud defiant^, we both dismounted, 
our horses to a tree, and engaged with equal 
I must candidly acknowledge the prowess of roy 
antagonist, who was a consummate master of fencing. 
My life was exposed to the greatest possible danger. 
Nevertheless, as the strong is often vanquished by 
the we^, my rival, in spite of all hia science, re- 
ceived a thrust through the heart, and fell a lifeless 
corpse. 

I immediately returned, and told a confidential 
servant what had happened, requesting him to take 
horse and acquaint uiy aunt, before the officers of 
justice could get intelhgence of the event. He was 
also to obtain from her a supply of money and 
jewels, and then join me at the first ian as you enter 
Flazencia. 

All this was performed within three hom^. Donna 
Eleonora rather trjumpheil than mourned over a 
catastrophe which restored my injured honor, and 
sent me large remittaneea for my travels abroad till 
the affair had blown oier. 

Not to dwell on different circumstances, suffice it 
to say, that I embarked for Italy, and equipped my- 
eelf so as to make a respectable figure at the several 
courts. 
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Wliile I was endeavoring to beguile the w( 
hours of absence, Helena waa weeping at liome from 
the same cause. Instead of joining in the- fiimily 
resentment, hor heart was panting for a compromise, 
and for my speedy return. Six months had already 
elapsed, and I firmly believe that her constancy 
would have been proof against the track of time, 
had time been seconded by no more powerful ally, 
Don Bias de Combados, a gentleman from the 
western . coast of Galicia, came to Coria, to take 
possession of a rich inheritance unsuccessfully con- 
tested by a near relation. He liked tliat country so 
much better than his own, that he made it his prin- 
cipal residence. Combados was a personable man. 
His manners were gentle and well bred, his coiiver- 
eation most insinuating. With such a passport, he 
Boon got into the beat company, and knew all the 
family concerns of the place. 

It was not long before he heard of Don George's 
daughter, and of her extraordinary beauty. This 
touched his curiosity nearly ; he was eager to behold 
so formidable a lady. For this purpose, he endeav- 
ored to worm himself into the good -graces of her 
father, and succeeded so well, that the old gentleman, 
already looking on him as a son-in-law, gave him 
free admission to the house, and the liberty of con- 
versing with Donna Helena in his presence. TheGali- 
cian soon became deeply enamoured of her ; indeed, 
it was the common fiite of all who had ever beheld 
her charms. He opened his heart to Don George, 
who consented to liis paying liia addresses, but told 
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liim that ao fcr from offering violence to her incUna- 
tiun, he should never in terl'ere in her choice. Here- 
ujiou Don Bias pressed every device that iniitntisiuDcd 
ingenuity could suggest into hia servire, to melt and 
warm the icicles of reserve ; but the lady was un- 
penetr:ible to his arts, fast bound in the fetters of nn 
earlier love, Felicia, however, was in the new 
suilor'a interest, convinced of his merit by the uni- 
versal argument. All the faculties of her aoii! were 
called tbith in his cause. On the other hand, the 
father urged his wishes and entreaties. Thus was 
Donna Helena tormented for a whole year with 
their importunities, and yet her faith continued un- 
shaken. 

Combados, finding that Don George and Felicia 
took up hJB cause with very little suctxias, propoecd 
an ejtpedient for conquering prejudice to the follow- 
ing effect. We will suppose a merchant of Coria to 
have i-eceived a letter from his Italian correspondent, 
in which, among the news of tlie day, there eliall be 
the fiillowing paragrapli : " A Spanish gentleman, 
Don Gaston de CogoUos, has lately arrived at the 
coui't of Parma. He is said to be nephew and 
sole heir to a rich widow of Coria. He is paying 
his addresses to a nobleman's daughter; but the 
fiimily wishes to ascertain the validity of liis preten- 
BiODB. Send me wonl, therefore, whether you know 
this Don Gaston, together with the amount of his 
aunt's fortune. On your answer the marriage will 
depend. Parma, . . . day of, &c." 

The old gcutlcnian considered this trick as a mere 
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ebullitioa of humor, a lawful stratagem o 
warfare ; aud the jade of a go-between, with con- 
science still more callous than her master's, waa 
delighted with the probability of the manceuvre. It 
seemed to be ao much the more happOy imagined, as 
they knew Helena to be a proud girl, capable of 
taking decisive measures in the moment of surprise 
and indignation, Don George undertook to be the 
herald of my fickleness, and by way of coloring tlic 
contrivance more naturally, to confront the pretended 
correspondent with her. This project was executed 
as soon as formed. The father, with counterfeit 
emotions of displeasure, said to Donna Helena, 
Daughter, it is not enough now to tell you that our 
relations inveigh against an alliance with Don Austin's 
murderer J a still stronger reason henceforward 
presses to detach you from Don Crnston. It may 
well overwhelm you with shame to have been hia 
dupe so long. Here is an undeniable proof of hia 
inconstancy. Only read this letter, just received by 
a merchant of Coria from Italy, The trembling 
Helena caught at tliis forged paper, glanced over the 
writing, then weighed every expression, and stood 
aghast at the import of the whole. A keen pang of 
disappointment wrung from her a few reluctant tears ; 
but pride came to her assistance ; she wiped away 
the falling drops of weakness, and said to her father, 
in a determined tone. Sir, you have just been witness 
of my folly ; now bear testimony to my triumph 
over myself. The delusion is past j Don Gaston is 
the object of my utter contempt, I am ready to 
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t Don Bias at the altar, ami be beforehand wit 
the traitor in the pledge of our transferred afiections. 
Don George, tninspnrted with joy at tliis change, 
embraced hia daughter, extoJled her spirit to the 
bHgs, and hastened the neceasiiry preparations, with 
all the self-complacency of a eiiccessftd plotter. 

Thus was Donna Helena snatched from nie. She 
threw herself into tlie arms of Combados in a pet, 
not listening to the secret whispers of love witliin 
her breast, nor suspecting a story which ought to 
have seemed so improbable in the annals of true 
passion. The haughty are id ways the vietims of 
their own rash conclusions, liesentmcnt of insulted 
beauty triumphed wholly over tlie suggestions of 
tenderness. And yet, a few days after marriage, 
there came over her some feelings of remorse for her 
precipitation ; it struck her that the letter might 
have been a forgery ; and the very possibility dis- 
turbed her peace. But the enamoured Don Bias left 
his wife no time to nurse up tlioughts injurious to 
their new-found joys ; a succession of gayety and 
pleasure kept her in a thoughtless whirl, and shielded 
her from the pangs of imavaOing repentance. 

She appeared to be in high good humor with so 
Bpirit-atirring a husband, so that they wero living 
together in perfect unanimity, when my aunt ad- 
Justed my affair with Don Austin's relations. Of 
this she wrote me woi-d to Italy. I returned on the 
wings of love. Donna Eleonora, not having an- 
nounced the marriage, informed me of it on my 
amral, and remarking what pain it gave me, s»ud, 
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You are in the wrong, nqihew, to show ao much fi 
iug for a faithless fair. Banish from your memory 
a person bo unworthy to share in its tender recol- 
lections. 

As my aimt did not know how Donna Helena had 
been played upon, she had reason to talk as she did ; 
nor could she have given mc better advice. To 
affect indifference, if not to conquer my passion, was 
my bounden duty. Yet there could be no harm in 
just inquiring by what means this union had been 
brought to bear. To get at the truth, I determined 
on applying to Felicia's friend, Theodora. There I 
met with FeUcia Iierself, who was confounderl at my 
unwelcome presence, and would have escaped from 
the necessity of explanation. But I stopped her. 
Why do you avoid me? said I. Has your perjured 
mistress forbidden you to give ear to my complaints ? 
or would you make a merit with the ungrateful wo- 
man of your voluntary refusal ? 

Sir, answered the plotting abigail, I confess my 
fault, and throw myself on your mercy. Your ap- 
pearance liere lias filled me with remorse. My mis- 
tress has been betrayed, and unhappily in part by 
my agency. The particulars of tlieir infernal device 
followed this avowal, with an endeavor to make me 
amends for its lamentable consequence. To this 
effect, she offered me her aeri'ices with her mistress, 
and promised to imdecei^-e her ; in a word, to work 
night and day, that slie might soften the rigor of my 
sufferings, and open the career of hope. 

I pass over the numberless contradictions she ex- 
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periencGd before she could accomplish the proj' 
interview. It waa at length arrangwl Xu admit roe 
privately, wliile Dun Blaa w-as at hia hunting-^est. 
The plot (lid not linger. The hudbaud went i 
country, and they eeat fwr me to hie lady's 
ment. 

Aly onset was reproachful in the extr«ne, bat rajr 
mouth was soon shut upon the subject. It U useless 
to look back upon the yast, said the lady. It can 
be no part of our present intention to work upon 
each other's feelings ; and you are grie^-ously mis- 
taken if you fancy me inclined to flatter your aspir- 
ing hopes. My sole inducement for receiving you 
here was to tell you personally that you have only 
henceforth to forget me. Perhaps I might have been 
better satisfied witb my lot had it been united with 
yours ; but, since heaven lias ordered it otherwise, 
we must submit to its decrees. 

What ! madam, answered I, is it not enough to hare 
lost you, to see my euccessfid rival in quiet posses- 
sion of all my soul holds dear, but I must also banish 
you from my thoughts ? You would tear from me 
even my passion, mj only remaining blessing I ^Vnd 
fhinlt you that a man, whom you have once encliant- 
ed, can recover his self-possession ? Know yourself 
better, and cease to enforce impracticable behests. 

I Well then ! if bo, rejoined she with hurried impoiv 
tunity, do you cease to flatter youi-sclf with interest- 
ing my gratitude or my pity. In one short word, 
the wife of Don Bias shall never be the mistress of 
Don Gaston. Let us at once end a conversation at 
toL. m. 7 
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which delicacy revolts in spite of virtne, and ] 
emptorilj' forbids its longer continuance. 

I now threw myself at the lady's feet in despair. 
All the powers of language and of tears were called 
forth to soften her. But even this sened only to 
excite some inbred sentiments uf compassion, stilled 
as soon aa born, and sacrificed at the shrine of duty. 
After haying fruitlessly exhausted all my stores of 
tender persuasion, rage took possession of my breast, 
I drew my sword, and would have fallen on ita point 
before the inexorable Helena ; but she saw my design, 
and prevented it. Stay your rash hand, Oogollos, 
said she. Is it thus that you consult my reputation? 
In dying thus, and here, you will brand mo with 
dishonor, and my husband with the imputation of 
murder. 

In the agony of my despair, far from yielding to 
these suggestions, I only atruggled against the pre- 
ventive efforts of the two women, and should have 
struggled too succesafidly, if Don Bias had not ap- 
peared to second them. He had been apprised of 
our assignation, and, instead of going into the 
country, had concealed himself behind the hangings, 
to overhear our conference. Don Gaston, cried he, 
as he arrested my uplifted arm, recall your scattered 
senses, and no longer give a loose to these mad 
ti-ansports. 

Here I could hold no longer. la it for you, 
said I, to turn me from my resolution ? You 
ought rather yourself to plunge a dagger in my 
bosom. My love, with all ita train of miseries, ia 



STORY OF DOy CJSTO.V DE COGOLLOS. 



I insult to you. ILivc jou not eurpmed me 
your wifti'fi apartmeDt at tliia uiisc»£onabIe huur' 
What greater provocation can you want for your 
revenge? Stab me, anil rid yourself of a man who 
can only give np the adoration of Dunna Helena 
with his liic. It is in vain, aniiwcred Don Bias, that 
you endeavor to interest my honor in your destruc- 
tion. You are sufficientiy punislied for your rash- 
nesa ; luid my wife's impnidence, in giving you thia 
opportunity of indulging it, is sanctified by the puri^ 
of her sentiments. Take my advice, Cogollos : 
shrink not effeminately from your wayvi'ard destiny, 
but bear up against it with the patient courage of a 
hero. 

The prudent Galician, by such language, gradual- 
ly cotoposed the ferment of iny mind, and waked me 
once more to virtue. I withdrew in the determiiin- 
tion of removing far from the scene of my folly, und 
went for Madidd two days afterwards. There, pur- 
suing tlie career of fortune and preferment, I ap- 
peared at court, and laid myself out for connections. 
But it was my ill luck to attach myself particularly 
lo the JWaicjuis of Villareal, a Portuguese grandee, 
who, lying under a suepicion of intending to eman- 
cipate hia country from tlie Spanish yoke, is now in 
the castle of Alicant. As the Duke of Lerma knew 
me to be closely connected with this nobleman, lie 
gave orders for my arrest and detention here. That 
minister diought nie cajjable of engaging in sucli a 
project — he could not have offered a more outra- 
geous affront to a man of noble birth and a Castilian. 
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DoD Gaaton thus ended hia story. By way of 
coaaolation I said to him, IJliistrious sir, your honor 
can receive no taint from thia temporary detainer, 
and your interest will probably be promoted by it in 
the end. WTien the Duke of Lerma shall be con- 
vinced of your innocence, he will not fail to give you 
a considerable poet, and thus retrieve the charucter ul' 
a gentleman unjuetly aucused of trcaBou, 
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Our conversation was interrupted by TonleeiUaa, 
who came into the room, and addressed me thus: 
Signer Gil Bias, I have just been speaking with a 
young man at the prison gate. He inquired if you 
were not here, and looked much mortified at my re- 
fiiaal to satisfy his curiosity. Noble governor, said 
be, with tears in his eyes, do not reject my most 
bumble petition. I am Signor de SantiUane's prin- 
cipal domestic, and you will do an act of charity by 
allowing me to see him. Ywu pass for a kind-hearted 
gentleman in Segovia ; I hope you will not deny me 
the favor of conversing f»r a few niinuten with my 
dear master, who is unfortunate rather than cnminal. 
In short, continued Don Andrew, the lad was so im- 
portunate, that I promised to comply with his wishes 
this evening. 
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I assored TnrdeeiUtia tliat he could not have pleased 
me better than by bringing this young man to lae, 
who could probably communicate tidings of the lost _ 
importance. I waited with inijwtiL'ncc for the t 
trance of my faithfiU Scipio, ainoe I could not doi 
him to be the man ; nor vma I miMtakcn in my c 
JGcture. He wa^ introduces] at the time &[>))oint(< 
and his joy, which only mine could e<]unl, L 
£irth into the most whimsical dcmonBtrutiuiui. 
my side, in the ecstasy of delight, I Htret^thed ( 

irma to him, and he ruehed into them v 
courtly, measured embrace. All diBtinctioiin c»f ir 
ter and dependant were levelled in the aymputliet 
rapture of our meeting. 

A\Tien our transports had eulwided n little, I i 
quired into the state of my household. You 1 
neither household nor house, answered lie : to « 
you a long string of questions, I will sum up your 
■orldly concerns in two words. Your proi)erty hnit 
been pillaged at both ends, both by tlie banditti of 
the law and by your own retainers, who, regarding 
you as a ruined man, paid tlieinselvefl tlicir ( 
wagta out of whatever they foimd tliat was jwrtable 
Luckily for you, I had the dexterity to save froi 
thdr harpy clutches two large bags of double plri 
toles. Salero, in whose custody I deposited thoni 
will make restitution on your release, which e^nni 
he for distant, as you were put ujwn his niajeefy4 
pension list of prisoners without the Duke of Lcrra 
knowledge or consent. 

I asked Seipio how he knew his excellency to ha 
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had no share in my arrest. You may depend o 
answered he, my infonnation is undeniable. One 
of my friends in the Duke of Uzeda's confidence 
acquainted me with all the circumatancea of your 
imprisonment. Calderona, having discovered by a 
spy that Signora Sirena, with the liandle of an alias 
to her name, was receiving night Tisits from the 
Prince of Spain, and that the Cuunt de Lcmos man- 
aged that intrigue by the pandariam of Signor de 
Santiliane, determined to be revenged on the whole 
knot. To this end, he waited on the Duke of XJzeda, 
and discovered the whole aifair. The duke, over- 
joyed at such a fine opportimity of ruining liis enemy, 
did not fail to bestir himself. He laid his informa- 
tion before the king, and painted the prince's danger 
in the muet lively colors. Ilis majesty was much 
angered, and showed that he waa so by sending 
Sirena to tlie nunnery provided for such fnul sisters, 
banishing the Count de Lemos, and condemning Gil 
Bias to perpetual imprisonment. 

Tills, pursued Scipio, is what my fi-iend told me. 
Hence you gadier your misfortune to be the Duke of 
Uzeda's handiwork, or rather Calderona's. 

Tims it seemed probable tliat my affairs might he 
reinstated in time; that the Duke of Lenna, cha- 
grined at his nephew's banishment, would move 
heaven and eartli for that nobleman's recall ; and it- 
might not be too mucli to exi>ect that his excellency 
would not forget me. What a delicate gypsy is hope I 
She wheedled me out of all anxiety about my sliattered 
fortunes, and made me as light-hearted as if I had 
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iCMon to be so. My prjeon looked not like 
ihe dun^^ti of perpctuni misery, but Ilko tlie vcHti- 
bulc to a more distinguished stntion. For tliua run 
the train of my reasoning : Don Fornando Borgia, 
Fstber Jerome of Florence, and more than all. 
Friar Louia of Aliaga, wlio may thank him fur hi 
place about the king's j>ersoni are the priino niJ 
ter'a partiaans. With the aid of such powei 
iriends, liis excellency will bear down all oppoaitio] 
even supposing no change to take place in the polit- 
ical barometer. But his majesty's healtli is yevy 
precarious. The first act of a imw reign would 
to recall the Count de Lemos ; he would not 
himself at home in the young monarch's prce 
till he had introduced me at court ; and the youH] 
monarch would not sit easy on Ids throne till he had 
showered benefits on my head. Thus, ftiuting by 
anticipation on the pleiisures of futurity, I Wci 
callous to existing evils. Tlie two bags, snug i 
goldsmith's custody, were no bad doubles to iho 
which hope acted in this slutting pantuniinic. 

It was impossible not to express my gratitude 
Scipio for his zeal and honesty. I offered him 
the salvage ; but he rejected it. I expect, said he, 
very different acknowledgment. Astonished as much 
at his mysterious claim as at his refusal, I asked 
what more I could do for him. Let us never part, 
answered he. Allow me to link my fate with yours, 
I feel for you what I never felt for any other master. 
And on my part, my good fellow, said I, 
rest assured that your attachment is not tluMawn ai 
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You caught my fiincy at first sight. We must 
been bom under Libra or Gemini, where friendship 
is lord of the aficeiidnnt. I willingly accept your 
protfercd partnereliip, and will commencG business 
by prevailing with the warden to immure you along 
witli me in this tower. That is the Tcry thing, ex- 
claimed he. You were beforehand with me, for I 
was just going to beg that favor. Your company is 
dearer to me than liberty itself. I sliall only juat go 
to Madrid now and then, to snuff the gale of the 
ministerial atmosphere, and try whether any ecent 
lies which may be favorable for your pursuit. Thus 
will you combine in me a bosom friend, a trusty 
messenger, and an imsuepected epy. 

These advantages were too important for mo to 
forego them. I therefore kept bo useful a person 
about me, with leave of tlie obbging wai-don, who 
would not stand in the way of so soothing a relief 
to the weariness of solitude. 



CBAPTER VIIL 



icipws rmar jovrhbv 

CESS. BIL BLAS FALLI 
ILLNESS, 



If it is a common proverb that our direst e 
are those of our own household, the converse ought 
equally to be admitted among the saws of a more 
candid esperiencc. After such incontestable proof 



SCI P {OS FIDEUTY. 

ipio's zeal, he became to mc like another aeK 
jUJ distinction of place was coafouoiled bftwfttni (nl 
Bl:ts aud his secretary' ; ull ioifoleilce wan drofipul oa 
tJie one hand, all cringing oa the other. Tlietr \* 
ing, bed, and board were in comiuon. 

Scipio'H conversation was of a very lively turn ; 
might have been dubbed the .Spanish Momu*, wii 
any derogation to the Punch of the Puiithcoii. Hut 
hod a long head, aa well a^ a fanciful bruiu, coi 
ing the characters of counsellor and jester, 
friend, said I, one day, what do you think of writ 
to the X)uke of Lerma? It could, iRetlunk«, do 
harm. Why, as to that, answered he, the great we 
Euch cliameleons, that there i« no knowing where to 
have them. At all events, you may riitk it ; thougli 
I would not lay the postage of your letter 
Buccess. The minister loves you, it \» true ; but 
then political love lacks memory aa much ua jtorii 
love lacks visual discrimination. Out of aight, 
of mind ! is at once the motto and tlic ntiginu 
these gentry. 

True aa thia may be in llie general, replied I, 
patron is a glorious exception. Ilia kindness 
in my recollection. I am persuaded tliat he 
(or my sufferings, and that they are inccsaantly prey- 
ing on his spirits. AVe must give Iiim credit for 
only waiting till the king's anger shall pass away. 
Be it so, resumed he ; I wish you may not reckon 
without your host. Assail his excellency then with 
an epiatle to atir the waters. I will engage to 
liver it into liia own hands. Fen, ink, and pi 
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being brought, I composed a specimen of eloquence 
which Scipio declared to be a paragon of pathos, and 
Tordcsillas preferred, for the cant of sermonizing 
prohxity, to the old archbishop's homilies. 

1 fluttered myself that there would be tears in the 
Duke of Lerma'a eyes, and distraction in Ins aspect, 
at tlie detail of miseries which existed only on paper. 
In tliat assurance, I despatched my messenger, who 
no sooner got to Madrid, than he went to the ininia- 
ter's. Meeting with an old domestic of my acquaint- 
ance, he had no difficulty in gaining access to theduke. 
My lord, said Scipio to his excellency, as he deliv- 
ered the packet, one of your most devot«d servants, 
lying at his length on straw, in a damp and dreary 
dungeon at Segovia, most liumbly supplicates for the 
perusal of this letter, which a tender-hearted turnkey 
has furnished him with the means of writing. The 
minister opened the letter, and glanced over the con- 
tents. But though he found there a motive and a 
cue for passion enough to amaze all his faculties 
at once, far from drowning the floor with briny secre- 
tions, he cleaved the ear of his household, and smote 
the heart of my courier with horrid speech : Friend, 
tell Santillane that he lias a great deal of impudence 
to address me, after so rank an oflTence, wortliily con- 
fronted by the severe sentence of the king. Under 
that sentence let the wretch drag out las days, nor 
look to my mediation for a respite, 

Scipio, though neither dull nor muddy-mettled, 
began to be unpregnant of this defeated cause. Yet 
he was not so pigeon-livered as to retire without an 
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eflbrt in my favor. My lord, rejilied he, thia poor 
prisoner will give up the ghost with grief at the r^ 
cital of your excellency's diapleasure. The duke 
answercti like a prime minister, with a Bupercilious 
cornigation of features, and a decisive revolution of 
hia front to some ratirc proapcrouB suttor. Tliis he 
did to co>'er \m own shore in the ehainc of pimp- 
ing; and such treatment must all thoae hireling 
Bcavengere expect, who rake in the filth and ordure 
of rotten statesmen, courtiers, and politicians. 

My secretary came back to Segovia, and delivered 
the result of his raiesion. ^\jid now behold me, 
sunk deeper than on the first day of my imprison- 
ment in the gulf of affliction and despair ! The 
Duke of Lerma's turning king's evidence gave a 
hanging poature to my afTuirg. My counige waa 
run out ; and though they did all they could to keep 
up my spirits, the agitation and distress of my mind 
threw me into a fever. 

The warden, who took a lively interest In my re- 
covery, fancying in his unniedicol head that physi- 
dana cured fevers, brought me a double dose of 
death in two of that doleful deity's most practised 
executioners. Signor Gil Bias, said he, as he 
ushered in their grisly forms, here are two godsons 
of Hippocrates, who are come to feel your pulse, and 
to augment the number of their trophies in your 
person. I was so prejudiced against the whole '■ 
faculty, that I should certainly have given them a 
Very discouraging reception, had life retained its 
usual channs in my estimation ; but being bent on 
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my departure from this vale of tears, I felt oblif 
to Tonlesillas for bastening my journey by a safer 
conveyance than the crime of suicide. 

My good sir, said one of the pair, your recovery 
will, under Providence, depend on your entire con- 
fidence in our skill. Implicit confidence ! answered 
I : with your assistance, I am ftdiy persuaded that 
a few days will plnce me beyond the reach of fever, 
and all the shocks that flesh is hcu* to. Yes ! with 
tlie blessing of heaven, rejoined he, it is a coneum- 
mation devoutly to be wished, and easily to be ef- 
fected. At all events, our best endeavors shall not 
be wanting. And indeed it was no joke ; for they 
got me into such fine training for the other world, 
that few of my material particles were left in this. 
Already had Don Andrew, observing me fumble 
with tlie sheets, and Bmile upon my fingers' ends, 
and thinking there was but one way, sent for a 
Franciscan to show it me : already had the good 
fether, having mumbled over the salvation of my 
eoul, retired to the refection of his own body : and 
my own opinion leaned to the immediate necessity of 
making a good end. I beckouEid Scipio to my bed- 
side. My dear fnend, said I, in the faint accents 
of a tortured and evacuated patient, I give and be- 
queath to you one of the bags in Gabriel's possession j 
the other you must carry to my father and mother in 
the Aaturias, who, if still living, must be in narrow 
circumstances. But, alas ! I fear they have not 
been able to bear up against my ingratitude. Mus- 
cada's report of my unnatural beliavior must have 
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brouglit their gray hnii's with sorrow to the grave. 
Should Heaven liave fortified their tender hearts 
ngainst my indifference, you will give them the bag 
of doubloons, with asaurancea of my dying remorse; 
and, if they are no more, I charge you to Iny out 
the money in masses for the repose of their bouIs 
and of mine. Tlien did I stretch out my hand, 
which he bathed in silent tears. It is not always 
tme that the mourning of an heir is mirth in uinA- 
querade. 

For some honrs T fancied myself outn~ard-bonnd, 
and on the point of sailing ; but the wind changed. 
My pilots having quitted the helm, and left the ves- 
sel to the steerage of nature, the danger of ship- 
wreck disappeared. The fever mutinying against 
its commanding officers, gave all their prognostics 
the lie, and acted contrary to general orders. 1 got 
better by degrees, in mind as well aa in body. My 
consolation was all derived from within. I looked 
at wealth and honors with the eye of a dying anclio- 
iit«, and blessed the malady which restored my soul. 
I abjured courts, irolitics, and the Duke of Ijcrina. 
If ever my prison doora wore oitened, it ivas my 
£xed resolve to buy a cottage, and live like a {ihi- 
losopher. 

My bosom friend applauded ray design, and to 
further its execution, undertook a second journey to 
solicit my release, by the intervention of a clever girl 
about the [jerson of the prince's nurse. He contended 
that a prison was a prison still, in spite of kind in- 
dulgence and good cheer. In this I agreed, and 
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gave tiin-i leave to depart, with a fervent prayer U 
Heaven that vre might Boon take poasession of t. 
hermitage. 



CMAPTER JX. 

actPio-B SECor/o journey to uadrid. oil bias is bet at 

LlBEKTr OS CEBTAIH COSDITIONS. TUEIR DEPARTVKS 
FROil TffB TOWBB OF SEGOVIA. AXD 



While waitmg for Scipio's return from Madrid) 
I began a course of study. TordesiUaa fiimiBhed 
me with more hooka than I wanted. He borrowed 
tliein from an old officer who could not read, but 
had fitted up a magnificent library, that he might 
pass for a man of learning. Above all, 1 delighted 
in moral eaaaya and treatises, because they abounded 
in commonplaces, according with my antipathy to 
courts, and philosophic relish of solitude. 

Three weeks elapsetl before I Iieard a syllable 
from my negotiator, who returned at length with a 
cheerful countenance, and news to the following 
effect : By the intercession of a hundred pistolea 
with the chambermaid, and her intercession with her 
mistress, the Prince of Spain has been prevailed with 
to plead for your enlargement with hia royal father. 
I hastened hither to announce these happy tidings, 
and niuet return immediately to put the la£t hand to 
my work. With these words he left me, and went 
hack to court. 
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At the week's end my pxpeditious agent retwmed, 
with the inteUigence that the prince bad procun.il 
my liberty, not without some difficulty. On the 
eame day my generous keeper confirmed the assur- 
ance in person, with the kindest congratulations, and 
the following notice : Your prison doors are open, 
but on two conditions, which I am sorry that my 
duty obliges me to announce, because they will 
probably be disagreeable to you. Ilis majesty ex- 
pressly forbids you to show your face at court, or to 
be found within the limits of the two Castiles on this 
day month. I am extremely sorry that you are in- 
terdicted from court. And I am delighted at it, 
answered I. Witness all the powers above I 1 asked 
the king for only one favor ; he has granted me two. 

With my liberty thus confirmed, I hired a couple 
of mules, on which we mounted the next day, after 
taking leave of CogoUos, and thanking Tordesillas a 
thousand times for all his instances of friendship. 
We set forward cheerfully on the road to Madrid, to 
draw our deposit out of Signor Gabriel's hands, 
amounting to a thousand doubloons. On the road 
my fellow-traveller observed. If we are not rich 
enough to purchase a splendid property, we can at 
least secure ease and competency to ourselves, A 
cabin, answeredl, would be large enough for my most 
ambitioue thoughts. Though scarcely at the middle 
period of life, the world has lost its charms for me j 
its hopes, its fears, its eares, its duties are all absorbed 
in the selfishness of philosophical retirement. In- 
dependently of these principles, I can assure you I 
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have painted for myself a rural landscape, \ 
foreground of innoceJit picasiirea, and paetoral sim- 
plicity in the perspective. Already does the enamel 
of the meadows glitter under my eyes ; already does 
the river's murmur accord with the winged chorus 
of the grove: hunting exasperatea the manly virtues, 
and fishing preaches patience. Only figure to your- 
Belf, my friend, what a continual round of amuse- 
ment solitude may furnish, and you will pant to be 
admitted of her crew. Then, for the economy of our 
table, the simplest will be the cheapest, and of 
course the beat. Unadulterated Ceres shall be our 
official caterer ; when liunger shall have tamed our 
fastidious appetites into sobriety, a mumbled crust 
will relish like an ortolan. The supreme delight of 
eating is not in the thing ate, but in the palate of 
him who euta — a proposition in culinary pliilosophy 
proved by the frequent loathing of my ovrn stomach, 
through a long scries of ministerial dinners. Ab- 
Btcmiousneaa ia n, luxury of the most exquisite refine- 
ment, and the beat recipe in the materia medica. 

With your good leave, Signor Gil Bias, inter- 
rupted my secretary, I am not altogetJier of your 
mind respecting the luacious treat of abateuiiousncss. 
Why ahould wo meaa lite tlie bankrupt sages of 
antif|uity? Surely we may indulge the carnal man 
R little, without any reasonable offence to the 
spiritual. Since we have, by the blcasing of Prov- 
idence and my forecaat, wherewithal to keep the 
spit and the spigot in exercise, do not let us take up 
our abode with famine and wretchedneaa. As soon 
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as we get eetUed, we must stock our cellar, aat 
establish a respectable larder, like people who know 
what is what, and do not separate themseh'cs from 
the vulgar crowd to renounce the goo<i things of tl 
life, but to taste them with a more exquisite relii 
As Hesiod eajs. 



And again, 



What tlie devil. Master Scipio, interrupted I in 
my turn, you can cap verBca out of the Greek poets I 
And pray where did you get acquainted with Hesiod? 
In very learned company, answered he. I lived 
time with a walking dictionary at Salamanca, 
a fellow up to the elbows in quotation and com- 
mentary. He could put a large volume together 
like a house of cards. His library furnished liim 
with a hodge-podge of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
commonplaces, wliich he translated into buckram 
Castilian. As I was his transcriber, some tags of 
verses, stings of epigrams, and sage truisms stuck by 
the way. With such an apparatus, replied I, your 
memory must be most philosophically stocked. But, 
not to lose sight of our future prospects, whereabouts 
in Spain had we best fix our Socratic abode? My 
^oice is for Arragon, resumed my counsellor. We 
ehaU there enjoy all the beauties of nature, and lead 
the life of Paradise. Well, then, for Arragon, said 



I. May it teem with all the dear delights 
youthful poeta fancy when they dream 1 



CHAPTER X. 
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On our arrival in Madrid, we alighted at a little 
public liouse where Scipio had been accuBtomed to 
put up, whence our first visit was to my banker, 
Salero. He received us very cordially, and expressed 
the highest satisfaction at myrelcaBc. Indeed, added 
he, your untoward fate touched me so nearly as to 
change my viewa of a political alliance. The fortunes 
of courtiers are like castles in the air ; so I have 
married my daughter Oabriela to a wealthy trader. 
You have acted very wisely, answered I ; for besides 
that a bird in the hand is worth two in a bush, when 
a plodding citizen aspires to the honor of bringing a 
man of fashion into his family, he very often has an 
impertinent puppy for his son-in-law. 

Then changing the topic, and coming to the point, 
Signer Gabriel, pursued I, we came to talk a little 
about the two thousand pistoles winch . . . Your 
money is all ready, said the goldsmith, interrupting 
me. He then took us into liis closet, and delivered 
the tivo bags, carefully labelled with my name on 
them. 
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I thanked .Salero for Ida exactness, and heaven in 
mj- slocio fur my escape from hia duughter. At oiir 
inn, we counted over tbe money, and found it right, 
deducting fifty doubloons for the expensee uf my 
enlargement. Our tiiouglits were now wholly bent 
upon Arragon. My secretary undertook to buy a 
carriage nnd two mules. It was my office to provide 
houseiiold and body linen. During my peregrina- 
tions for tliiit puriMse, I met Baron Steinbacli, the 
officer in the German Guards with whom Don 
Alphonso bad been brought up. 

I touched my Iiat to iiim ; he knew me again, and 
returned my greeting warndy. My joy ia extreme, 
said I, at seeing your lordship in such fine health, 
to say notliing of ray wish to inquire after Don 
CtDsar and Don Alphonso de Leyva. They are 
both in Madrid, answered lie, and staying at my 
house. They came to town about three months ago, 
to be presented on occasion of Don Alphonso's pro- 
motion, lie has been appointed Governor of Va- 
lencia, on tlie score of old family claims, without 
having in any eliapo pushed his interest at court. 
Nothing could be more grateful to his feelings, or 
prove more strongly our royal master's goodness, 
who delights to recognize the inerits of ancestry in 
the persons of their descendants. 

Though I knew more of tliis matter than Stein- 
bach, I kept my knowledge in the background. Yet 
so lively was my impatience to hail my old masters, 
that he would not damp my ardor by delay. I had 
a mind to try Don jVlphonso, whetlier he still re- 
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taincd liis regard for me. He was plaj 
with Baroness Steinbach. On my entrance, he 
started up from his game, ran towards me, and 
squeezing ine tight in Iiis embrace, Santillane, said 
he, ivith demonstrations of the sincerest joy, at 
lengtii, then, you are restored to my heart. 1 am 
delig)ited nt it ! It was not my fault that we ever 
parted. You may remember how strongly I urged 
you not to withdraw from the Castle of Leyva. You 
were deaf to my entreaties. But I must not chide 
your obstinacy, because its motive was tlie peace of 
the family. Yet you ought to have let me hear 
from you, and to have spared my fruitless inquiries 
at Grenada, where my brother-in-law, Don Ferdi- 
mmd, sent mc word that you were. 

And now tell me what you are doing at Madrid, 
Of course you have some situation here. Be assured 
that 1 shall always take a lively interest in your 
concerns. Sir, answered I, it is but four months 
since I occupied a considerable post at court. I had 
the honor of being the Duke of Lerma's confidential 
secretary. Can it be possible? exclaimed Don 
Alphonso, aa if he eould scarcely believe his ears. 
What, were you bo near the person of the prime 
muiister? I then related how I had gained and lost 
his fovor, and ended witli avowing my deteraiination 
to buy a cottage and garden with the wreck of my 
shattered tor tunes. 

The son of Don Ciesar heard me attentively, and 
made this answer : My dear Gil Bias, you know how 
I have always loved you ; nor shall you longer be 
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fortune's puppet, I iTJll set you above her vagaries, 
by securing you an independence. Since you declare 
for a country life, a. little estate of ours near Lirins, 
about four leagues from Valencia, shall be settled on 
you. You are acquainted with the spot. Such a 
present we can make without putting ourselves to 
the least inconvenience, I can answer for my 
Either's joining in tbe act, and for Serapliina's entire 
approbation. 

I threw myself at Don AJphonso's feet, who raised 
me immediately. Wore penetniteti by liia affection 
than by his bounty, I pressed bis hand and said, Sir, 
your conduct cbai-ms me. Your noble gift is the 
more welcome, aa it precedes tbc knowledge of a 
service it has been in my power to render you ; and 
I had rather owe it to your generosity than to your 
gratitude. This governor of my nialdng did not 
know wliat to understand by the hint, and pressed 
for an explanation. I gave it in full, to Iris utter 
astonrabment. Neither be nor Baron Steinbacb 
could ever have the slightest siispicion that the 
government of Valencia was owing to my interest at 
court. Yet, having no reason to doubt the fact, my 
fiiend proposed to grant me an annuity of two 
thousand ducats, in addition to the little farm at 

Hold your hand, Signor Don Alpbonso, exclaimed 
I at this offer. You must not set my avarice afloat 
again. I am myself a living witness, that fortune 
may give superfluities to her favorites, but has no 
competence to bestow. With pleasure will I accept 
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of the estate at Lirias, where my present propcol^ 
will be sufficient fur all uiy wimta. Kather than 
increase my cares with myposseaeiunH,! would build 
a hospital out of my existing funds. Bichcs are a. 
burden ; and it must be a foolish auliual that would 
bear fardels in the manger or the field, 

\\nille we were talking niter this fashion, Don 
Caisar came in. Ills joy was not less than liis Bon'a 
at the siglit of me ; and being informed of the 
family obligations, be again pressed me to accept of 
the annuity, which I again refused- When the 
writings were drawn, the father and son made the 
assignment their joint act and deed, transferring to 
me the fee simple, and putting me in immediate 
possession. My secretary half stared tlie eyes out 
of his head when I told him we had ii landed estate 
of our own, and how wc came by it. AVhat is the 
value of this little freehold? says he. Five hundred 
ducats per annum, answered I ( and the farm in high 
cultivation, within a ring fence. I have often been 
there during my atewardahip. There is a small house 
on the banks of the Guadalaviar, in a little handet, 
surrounded by a charming country. 

What pleaaea me better than all, cried Scipio, ia, 
that we shall have plenty of sporting, rare living, and 
excellent wine. Come, master, let us leave this 
crowded city, and hasten to our hermitage. I long 
to be there as much aa you can do, answered Ij 
but I nmst first go to the Aaturiaa. My father and 
mother are not in comfortable circumstances. They 
shall therefore end their days with me at Lirias. 
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Heaven, perhaps, has thrown this windfall in my way 
to try my filial duty, and would punish me for the 
neglect of it. Scipio approved my purpose, and 
urged its speedy execution. Yes, my friend, said I, 
we will set out as soon os possible. I shall consider 
it as my dear delight to share the gifts of fortune with 
the authors of my existence. We shall soon be 
settled in our country retreat ; and then will I write 
these two Latin verses over the door of my fann- 
house, in letters of gold, for the pious edification of 
my rustic neighbors : — 

Invent portam. Spes et fortuna, valete. 
Sat me lusistis ; ludite nunc alios. 
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CHAPTER I. 

IL &LAS SETS OVT FOR THE ASTUBIAS. AXD PASSES 

ranouGH valladolid, where he ooes to see his 
OLD master, doctor sasqrado. by accident, be 
comes across sinxoR hasuel ordohnee, ooveksos 



Just as I was arranging matters to take my de- 
parture from Madrid, and go with Scipio to the 
Asturias, Paid V. gave the Duke of Lerma a cardi- 
nal's hat. This pope, wishing to establish tlie inqui- 
sition in the kingdom of Naples, invested the minister 
with the purple, and by that means hoped to bring 
King Philip over to bo pious and praiseivorthy a 
deeign. Tliose who were best acquainted with this 
new member of the sacred college, thought, much 
like myself, that the church was in a fair way for 
apostolical purity, after so ghostly nn acquisition. 

Scipio, who would have liked better to see me 
once more blazing at court, than either cloistered or 
rusticated, advised me to show my face at the cardi- 
nal's audience. Perhaps, said he, his eminence, 
finding you at large by the king's order, may think 
it unnecessary to affect any further displeasure 
agEunst you, and may even reinstate you in his 
service. My good friend Scipio, answered I, you 



seem to fisfn^et dias m^ Gherrx ttu zranoed onl^ on 
condition of making ni'^^^eit' icurre ia zhe rw»> <jAE$ti]i». 
Besides, can joa sag^yne me i<> io^o. fmriined to 
become an abeeofee from, mj ^ixminL or Liria^? I 
have told Toa befere, ami I o^il x ^ou once aciaia^ 
Though the Duke of Lenna «bf >«xiii r^stiire me &> ii£f 
good graces, though he HUjiiIii e^^ai *jiS>r me ]>ja 
Bodrigo de CalderonaV pIsKe. I wi jolii r!»ii&<e ic. Mj 
resolution is taken : I meaxL r»> 20 and in»l oat mr 
parents at Oriedo. and cirrj them with n^e to 
Valencia. As few voa, mv jo^jd fefli>w, if toq re- 
pent of having Ihied r^' i.u. with n^, ..«t 
hare onl j to saj so : I am ready to gire joa half of 
my readj money, and joa maj stay at )Lidrid. where 
fortune pots on her kindest smOes to tb>&e who woo 
her lustily. 

What, then, replied my secretary, a little affected 
by diese words, can you suspect me of any unwill- 
ingness to follow you into your retreat ? The rery 
idea is an injury to my zeal and my attachment. 
What, Scipio ! that fiiithful appendage, who would 
willingly hare passed the renmant of his days with 
you in the tower of Segovia, rather than abandon 
you to your wretched fate, can he feel sorrowful at 
the prospect of an abode where a thousand rural 
delights are waiting to smile on his arrival? Xo, 
no, I have not a wish to turn you aside from yoiu* 
resolution. Nor can I refrain from owning my 
malicious drift ; when I advised you to show your 
face at the Duke of Lerma's audience, it was for tho 
purpose of ascertaining whether any seedlings of 
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ambition were scattered among the fallows of j 
philoaoplij. Since that point m settled, and you ai-e 
mortified to all the pomps and vanities of the world, 
let us make the best of our way from court, to go 
and suck in witli Zephyrus and Flora tlic innocent, 
delicious pleasm'es so luxuriant la the nursery of our 
imaginations. 

In fact, we soon afterwards took our departure 
tQgetlier, in a chaise drawn by two good mules, 
driven by a postilion whom I had added to my 
establishment. We stopped the first day at Alcala 
de llenares, and tlie second at Segovia, whence, 
without stopping to see our generous warden, 
Tordesillaa, we went forward to Penafiel on the 
Duero, and the next day to Valladolid, At sight 
of this large town, I could not help fetcliing a deep 
sigh. My companion, surprised at that conscientious 
ventilation, inquired tlie reason of it. My good fel- 
low, said I, it is because I practised medicine here 
for a long time. It gives me the horrors, even now, 
to think of my unexpiated murders. The whole list 
of killed and wounded are mustered in battle array 
yonder : the tomb and the hospital yawn with their 
disgorged inhabitants, who are rushing on to tear 
me piecemeal, and exact the vengeance due to the 
drenched crew. AVhat a dreadful fancy I said my 
secretary. In truth. Signer de Santillane, your 
nature ia too tender. Why should you be shocked 
at the common course of exchange in your branch 
of trade ? Look at all tlie oldest physicians : their 
withers are unwrung. What con exceed the eelf- 
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complacenry with wln'cli they view the exits 
patients, and the entrances of diseases? Xal 
constitution bears the hnuit of all their failures, 
medical infallibihty takes die credit of Jucky ao- 
eidents. 

It is very tnie, replied I, that Doctor Sangrado, on 
whose practice I formed myself, was like the rest of 
the old phyaicians in point of aelf-coinplacency. It 
was to little purpose that twenty people in a day 
yielded to his prowess : he was so persuaded that 
bleeding In the arm and copious libations uf warm 
water were specifics for every case, that instead of 
doubting whether the death of hia patients might not 
possibly invalidate the efficacy of his prescriptions, 
lie ascribed the result to a vacillating compliance with 
hia ayetem. By all the powers ! cried Scipio witli a 
burst of laughter, you o^icn to me an incomparable 
character. If you have any curiosity to be better 
acquainted with him, said I, it may be gratified to- 
morrow, should Sangrado be still living, and resi- 
dent at Valladolid : but it is highly improbable ; for 
he had one foot in the grave when I left him several 
years ago. Our first care, on putting up at tlie inn, 
was to inquire after this doctor. We were told that 
he was not dead; but, being Incapacitated by ago 
irom paying visits or any other vigorous exertions, 
he had been superseded by three or four other doc- 
tors who had risen into repute by a new practice, 
accomplishing the same end by different means. We 
determined on lying by for a day at Valladolid, 
well to rest our mules as to call on Signor Sauj 
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do. About ten o'clock nest morning 
hia door, and found him sitting in his clbow-chaJr, 
with a book in hia hand. He rose on our entrance, 
advanced to meet ua with a firm step for a man of 
Bevtnty, and begged to know our buBincBS. My 
worthy and approved good master, said I, have you 
lost all recollection of an ohl pupil ? There waa for- 
merly one Gil Bias, as you may remember, a boarder 
in your houae, and for aome time your deputy. 
What! ia it you, Santillane? answered he, with a 
conlial embrace. I should not liave known you 
again. It, however, givea me great pleasure to aee 
you once more. What liave you been doing since 
we parted? Doubtless you have made medicine 
your profession. It was very strongly my inclina- 
tion 80 to do, replied I ; but imperious circumstances 
made me reluctantly abandon so iUuatrioua a calling. 
So much the worse, rejoined Sangrado : with the 
principlce you sucked in under my tuition, you would 
have become a physician of the first skill and emi- 
nence, with the guiding influence of heaven to defend 
you from the dangerous allurements of chemistry. 
Ah, my son ! pursued he with a mournful air, what 
a change in practice within these few years 1 The 
whole honor and dignity of the art ia compromised. 
That mystery by whose inscrutable decrees the lives 
of men have in all ages been determined, is now laid 
open to the rude, untutored gaze of blockheads, nov- 
ices, and mountebanks. Facts are stubborn things ; 
and ere long the very stones will ery aloud against 
the rascality of these new practitioners : tapides 
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tamabutti! Why, sir, there are fellows in this 
town, calling themselves physicians, who drag tlieir 
degraded persons at the cjoths triumphnlls mtti' 
monii, or, iis it shotild properly be translated, the 
cart's tail of antimony. Apostates from tlie faith of 
Paracelsus, idolaters of filthy keiines, liealers at hap- 
hazard, who make all the science of medicine to con- 
sist in the preparation and prescription of drugs I 
What a change ha^e I to announce to you ! There 
is not one stone left upon another in the whole struc' 
ture which our great predecessors had raised. Bleed- 
ing in the feet, for example, so rarely practised in 
better times, is now among the fashionable follies of 
the day. That gentle, civilized system of evacuation, 
which prevailed under my auspices, is subverted by 
the reign of anarchy and emetics, of quai;kery and 
poison. In short, chaos is come again ! Kvery one 
orders what seems good in liis own eyes ; there is no 
deference to the authority of ancient wisdom; our 
masters are laid upon the shelf, and their axioms not 
one tittle the more regai-dcd for being dehvci-ed in 
languages as defunct as the subjects of their applica- 
tion. 

However desirable it might seem to laugh at so 
whimsical a declamation, I had the good iuanners to 
resist the impulse ; and not only that, but to inveigh 
bitterly against keiines, without knowing whether it 
was a vegetable or an animal, and to pom* forth a 
commination of curses agitinst the authors and in- 
ventors of so diabolical an engine. Scipio, observing 
my by-play in this scene, had a mind to come in for 
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his share in tlie banter. Most venerable prop o 
true practice, said lie to Sangrailo, as I am descended 
in the third generation from a physician of the old 
school, give me leave to join you in your philippic 
against chemical conspiracies. My late illustrious 
progenitor — heaven forgive him all his sins ! — was so 
warm a partisan of Hippocrates, that lie often came 
to blows with ignorant pretenders, who voniited forth 
blasphemies against that high priest of the faculty. 
What is bred in the bone will not come out of the 
flesh : I could willingly inflict tortures and death with 
my own hands on those rash innovators whose dar- 
ing enoruiities you have characterized with such 
accuracy of discrimination and such foree of lan- 
guage. When wretclies like these gain an ascend- 
ency in civilized society, can we wonder at the dis- 
jointed condition of the world? 

The times are even more out of joint than you are 
aware of, said the doctor. My book against the van- 
ities and delusions of the new practice might as well 
have fallen stiU-bom from the press; it seems, if 
anything, to have acted by contraries, and to have 
exasperated heresy. The apothecaries, like the Ti- 
tans of old, heaping potion upon pill, and invading 
the Olympus of nicdicino, think themselves fully 
qualified to usurp and maintain the throne, now that 
it is only thought necessary to set open the doors, 
and to drive the enemy out at the portal or the pos- 
tern by main force. They go to the lengtli of infus- 
ing their deadly drugs into apozems and cordials, 
and then set themselves up against the most eminent 
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of the fraternity. This 
fiuence even among the dnMn. Ueie an 
in our convents who 
to the labors of ibe 
baboons arc always dqipiag tfaor pnn into dMUk- 
iatry, itnd inrenting compoadoiH wuaag tmauf^ to 
lay a scene of eccleaiaeticai murtalhy in the temper- 
ate abodes of peace and religion. Now, there are in 
Valladolid above sixty reIigioai( hoasea for both aexee : 
judge what ravage mun have been made there by on- 
merci^ pumping and the lancet miupplkd. SigTM>r 
Suigrado, said I, vou are periectiv in the right to 
give these poisoners no quarter. I utter groan for 
groan with you, and heave the philanthropic sigh 
over the invaded livea of our fellow-creatures, sink- 
ing under the fell attack of so heterodox a practi 
It fills me with horror to think wli^ a dead weight 
chemistry may one day be to medicine, just as 
terated coin operates on national credit. Far be 
evil day from this generation. 

Just at this climax of our disconree, in came 
old female servant, with a salver for the doctor, on 
which were a little liglit roll and a glass with two de- 
canters, the one filled witli water and the other with 
wine. After he had eaten a slice, he washed it down 
with a diluted beverage, two parts water to one of 
wine ; but this temperate uac of the good creature 
did not at all save him from the acrimony of my 
ridicule. So so, good master doctor, said I, you 
ore fiiii'ly caught in the fact. You a wine-bibber ? 
you, who have entered tho lists like a knight-errant 
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against that unauthenticated fcrmentatioii T 
reached your grand climacteric on the strength of the 
pure element? How long have you been so at odds 
with yourself? Your time of life can be no excuse 
for the alteration? since, in one passage of your 
writings, you define old age to be a natural con- 
sumption, which withers and attenuates the system ; 
and as an inference from that position, you reprobate 
the ignorance of those writers who dignify wine with 
the appellation of old men's milk. What can you 
say, therefore, in your osvn defence? 

You belabor me most unjustly, answered the old 
physician. If I drank neat wine, you would have 
a right to treat me as a deserter from my own stan- 
dard ; but your eyes may convince you tliat my wine 
is well mixed. Another heresy, my dear apostle of 
the wells and fountains ! replied 1. Recollect how^ 
you rated the cnnou Sedillo for drinking wine, though 
plentifully dashed with the salubrious fluid. Own 
modestly and candidly that your theory was un- 
founded and fanciful, and that wine is not a poison- 
ous liquor, as you have so falsely and scandalously 
libelled it in your works, any further than, like 
any other of nature's bounties, it may be abused to 
excess. 

This lecture sat rather uneasily on our doctor's 
feelings as a candidate for consistency. He could 
not deny liis inveteracy against the use of wine in 
all liis pubhcations ; but pride and vanity not allow- 
ing him to acknowledge the justice of my attack on 
hia apostasy, he was left without a word to say for 
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himself. Not wishing t« push my sarcasm beyoi 
tlie bounds of goixl hunjor, I changed (he subject ; 
and after a few minutes' longer atay, took my leare, 
gravely exhorting him to maintain his ground against 
the new practitioners. Courage, Signor Sangrado ! 
said I : never be weary of setting your wits against 
kermea; and deafen the health-disi^nsing tribe with 
your thiinders agiunst the use of bleeding in the feet. 
If. spite of all your zeal and affection for medical 
orthodoxy, tliis empiric generation should succeed in 
supplanting true and legitimate practice, it wOl be 
at least your consolation to hare exhausted your bcs] 
endeavors in the support of truth and reason. 
I my secretary and myself were walking to 
making our observations in high glee on 
doctor's entertaining and original character, a man 
from fifty-five to sixty years of age happened ttrpisa 
near us in the street, '\valtlng~witli his eyes fijced on 
the ground, and a large rosary in his hand. 1 conned 
over the distinctive cut of his appearance most cim- 
ningly, and was rewarded in the recognition of Signor 
Manuel Ordonnez, that faithful trustee for the affairs 
of the hospital, of whom so honorable mention is 
made in the first volume of these true and instructive 
memoirs. Accosting him vnth the most profounil 
and unquestionable tokens of respect, I paid my 
compliments in due form and order to the venerable 
and trustworthy Signor Man;iel Ordonnez, the man 
of all the world in whose hands the interests of the 
poor and needy are most safely and beneficially 
placed. At these words he looked me steadfastly in 
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the face, and answered that my features were i 
altogether strange to him, but that he could not 
recollect wliere he hiid seen me. I used to go back- 
wards and forwards to your house, replied I, when 
one of my friends, by name Fabricio Nunez, was in 
your service. Ah ! 1 recollect the circumstance at 
once, rejoined the worthy director with a cunning 
leer, find hiive good reason to do so ; for you were a 
brace of ]>IcaBant lads, and were by no means back- 
ward in the little scape-grace tricks of youth and in- 
experience. Well ! and what is become of poor 
Fabricio? Whenever he comes across-IH3^^ho^ght8, 
1 cannot help feeling a little uneasy about his 
temporal and eternal weifiire. 

It was to relieve your mind upon that subject, said 
I to Signer Manuel, that I have taken the liberty of 
stopping you in the street. Fabricio is settled at 
Madrid, where he employs himself in publishing 
miscellanies and collections. M'hat do yon mean 
by miseelljuiies and collections? replied he. I mean, 
resumed 1, tliat he writes in verse and prose, from 
epic poems and the highest branches of philosophy, 
down to plays, novels, epigrams, and riddles. In 
short, he is a lad of universal genius, and most ex- 
emplary benevolence ; sometimes modestly taking to 
himself the credit of hia own com|)ositions, and 
sometimes lending out his talents to the literary 
ambition of those noblemen who write for their own 
amusement, but wish their names to be concealed, 
except from a chosen circle. By traffic like this, he 
site at the very first tables. But how does he sit at 
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Iris own? said the director, upon what terms docs 
lie Kfb widi hia baker? Not quite eo confidentially 

with people of iaahion, answered I; for, between 
uuFSelves, I take hiin to be quite as niueh out at 
elbows oa ever Job was. More bonds and judg- 
ments against him than ever Job had, take my word 
for it ! replied Ordonnez. Let liim lick the spittle 
of hia titled friends and patrons, till liis stomach 
heaves at the nauseating saliva ; his printed dedico*, 
tions and his ond flattery, in spite of all the cringii 
and all the toad-eating whieh constitute the stock 
trade of his profession, with all the profits of 
works, whether by subscription or ordinary publii 
tion, will not bring grist enough to Iiis mill to k( 
hunger from the door. Mind if what I say di 
not turn out to be true ! He will come to the 
at last. 

Nothing more hkely, replied I ; for he cohabit 
with the muees already, and many a plain man has 
found to his cost, that there is no keeping com-- 
pany with tlie sisters without being worried by their 
bullying brethren. My friend Fabricio would have 
done much better by remaining quietly with your 
lordship ; he would now have been Ijnng on a bed of 
, and everything he bad touched would have 
turned to gold. He would at least have been in a 
very snug berth, said Manuel. He was a great 
favorite of mine ; and I meant, by a regular grada- 
tion from subaltern to principal situations, to have 
established him in ease and affluence on the basis of 
pul^ic charity ; but the foolish feUow took it into 
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his head to act up for a wit. He wrote a play, and 
brought it out at the theatre in this town : tlie piece 
went off tolei-abljf well, and nothing thenceforth 
would serve his turn but eommencing author by pro- 
fession. Lope de Vep», in his estimation, wae but 
a type of him : preferring, therefore, the intoxicating 
vapor of public applause to the plain roast and boiled 
of tliia Bubstantial ordinarv, he came to me for his 
discharge. It was to no purpose for me to argue 
the point, or to prove to liim what a silly cur he was, 
to drop the bone and run after the shadow : the mad 
blockhead was so suffocated by the smother of author- 
ship, that tlie instinctive dread of fire could not rouse 
his alacrity to escajie burning. In short, he was 
miserably unconscious of his own interest, as hia 
successor can testify; for he, possessing practical 
good sense, though without halt' Fabricio's quick- 
ness and versatility, makes it his whole study and 
delight to go through hia business in a workman- 
like manner, and to fall in with all my little ways. 
In return for such good conduct, I pushed him for- 
ward in a manner corresponding with liis deserts ; 
and he unites in his own person, even at tliia time of 
day, t^vo offices in the hospital, the least lucrative 
of which would be more than sufficient to place any 
honest man at his case, though encumbered with a 
yearly teeming wife. 
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Bit tiAS cosrrsuBs Bia joVRHEr. Mfo arrives is sxrKfi 
ATOTieoo. ras coKDirio.v iif HIS rAMtir. bib father'^ 

DEATH. ASD ITS COJISEQUEXCES, 

Fbom Valladolid we got to Oviedo in four dayajn 
without any untoward aMident on the road, in sj 
of the proverb which says that robbers lay their e 
to the ground when pilgrinia are going with r 
oflferinga, and traders are riding with fat purses. It^ 
would have been a feasible as well aa a, tempting''' 
speculation. Two tenants of a subtcrmncous abode 
night have presented an aspect to liave frightened 
our doubloons into a surrender ; for courage was not^ 
one of the qualities I had imbibed at court ; 
Bertrand, my mule-driver, seemed not to be of t 
temper to get liia brains blown out in defending i 
purse into which he liad no free ingress. Seip 
the only one of the party who was anything of i| 
buUy. 

It waa night when we came into town. Ouj 
lodgings were at an inn near my uncle, Gil Pere 
ihe canon. I was very desirous of ascertaining the 
'dronmstancea of my parents before my first inter- 
■riew with them ; and, in order to gain that informa- 
tion, it was impossible to make my inquiries i 
better channel than through my landloixl and li 
lady, into the lines of whose tacea you could no| 
. look witliout being satisfied that they knew t 
dttle of their neighbors' conccma. As it turned ouq 
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the landlord kenned me after a diligent perusal o 
features, and cried out, By Saint Antony of Padua ! 
this is the eonof tlie honest iieher, Blaaof SantOlane. 
Ay, indeed ! said the hostess ; and so it is, without 
a single niuscle altered ! just for all the world that 
same little stripling Ciil Bias, of whom we used to 
eay that he waa as saucy as he was high. It brings 
old times to my memory, when he used to come 
hither with his bottle under his arm, to fetch wine 
for hia uncle's supper. 

Madam, said I, you have a most inveterate 
mcmoiy ; but for goodness' sake change the subject, 
and tfiU me the modem news of my family. My 
father and mother are doubtless in no very enviable 
situation. In good truth, you may say that, 
answered the landJady ; you may rack your brains as 
long as you like, but you will never think of anything 
half so miserable as what they are suffering at this 
present moment. Gil Perez, good eoul ! is deiiinct 
all down one side by a stroke of the palsy, and the 
other half of him is little better than a corpse ; we 
cannot expect him to last long : then your father, 
who went to bvc with his reverence a little wlule 
ago, ia troubled with an inflammation of the lungs, 
and is standing, as a body may aay, quavery-raavery 
between life and death ; wliile your mother, who is 
not over and above hale and hearty herself, is obliged 
to nurse them both. 

On this intelligence, wliich made me feel some 
compunctious yearnings of natiu^, I left Bertrtuid 
with my stud and baggage at the ! 
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my secretarj- at my heels, who would not desert b 
in my time of need, I repaired to my miule'a house. 
The moniejit I came within my mother's reach, a 
nutural emotion of maternal instinct unfolded to her 
who I waa, before her eyea could possibly have run 
over the traces of my countenance. Son, said she, 
with a melancholy espression, after having embraced 
me, come and be prcHent at your father's death ; your 
visit is jiiet iii time to take in all the piteous circum- 
stances of so deplorable an event. "With this heart- 
rending rece[ition, she led rue by tlie hand into a 
chamber where the wretched Bias of Santillaue, 
stretched on a comfortless bed, in cold and dismal 
accord with the thinness of his fortunes, waa just 
entering on the last great act of human nature. 
Though Burrounded by the shades of death, he waa 
not quite unconacious of what was passing about 
him. My dearest friend, said my mother, here is 
your son GO Bias, who entreats your forgiveness for 
all his undutiful behavior, and is come to ask your 
blessing before you die. At these tidings my father 
opened Iiis eyes, which were on the point of closing 
forever ; he fixed tliem upon me, and reading in my 
countenance, notwithstanding the awful brink on 
which he stood, tliat I was a sincere mourner for liis 
loss, his feelings were recalled to sympathy by my 
Borrow. He even made an attempt to speak, but 
Ills strength waa too much exhausted. I took one 
of his hands in mine, and while I bathed it witli my 
tears, in speeclJess agony of soul, he breathed his 
last, ae if he had only waited my arrival to pay the 
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debt of nature, mid wing his way to ecenea 
being. 

Tliia event had been too long present to my 
mother's mind to overwlielm her with any unparal- 
leled affliction. Perhaps it eat more heavily on me 
than on her, though my father had never in his life 
^ven me any reason to feel for him as a father. 
But besides that mere filial instinct would have 
made me weep over liia cold remains, I reproached 
myself with not having contributed to the comfort of 
his latter days; then, when I considered what a 
hard-hearted villain I had been, I seemed to myself 
like a monster of ingratitude, or rather like an 
impious parricide. My nncle, whom I afterwards 
saw lying at liia length on another wretched couch, 
and in a most lamentable pickle, made me experience 
fresh agonies of upbraiding conscience. Unnatural 
son ! said I, communing with my own uneasy 
thoughts, behold the chastisement of heaven upon 
thy sins In the disconsolate condition of thy nearest 
relations. Hadst thou but thrown to them the 
Buperflux of that abundance in which before thy 
imprisonment thou rollcdst, thou mightest have pro- 
cured tor them those little comforts which thy uncle's 
ecclesiastical pittance was too scanty to furnish, and 
perhaps have lengtliened out the term of thy father's 
life. 

Gil Perez had fallen into a state of second child- 
hood, and was, though numerically upon the list of 
the living, in every individual organ a mere corpse. 
Ills memory, nay, his very senses had retired from 
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(heir allotted stations in his system. Bootless wa^ 
it foi' nie to strain him in my pious jirma, and lavish 
outward tokena of atfection on liim : tliey might aa 
well have been wasted on the desert air. To ne 
httlc puqiose did my mother ring in his unnor\ed 
ear, thiit I was his nephew Gil Bias ; he gazed at 
me with a vacant, stupid stare, and gave neither sign 
nor answer. Had the ties of consanguinity and 
gratitude been all too weak to awaken my tender 
sympathy for an uncle to whom I owed the means 
of my first launch into the world, the impression of 
Iielpleaa dotage on my senses must have softened me 

/bto something like tlie counterfeit of \irtiiou8 
emotion. 
"WTiile this scene was passing, Scipio preserved a, 
mdonclioly silonee, sharing iu all my sorrows, and 
tningling his sighs with mine in tlie chastised luxury 
of friendaliip. But concluding that my mother, 
after so long an absence, might wish to have soi 
such conversation with me as the presence of 
stranger must rather repress than promote, I drew 
him aside, saying, Go, my good fellow, sit down 
quietly at tho inn, and leave me here with my only 
surviving parent, who might consider your company 
as an intrusion, while talking over fomily affiiirs. 
Scipio withdrew, for fear of being a clog u^wn our 
confidence, and I sat down with my mother to an 
interchange of communication whicli lasted all night. 
We reciprocally gave a faithful account of all that 
had happened to each of na since my first sally from 
Oviedo. She i-elated in ftdl measure and numing 
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over all the petty insults, (lisappointmeDtd,n 
tifications which slie had undergone in her pilgiimage 
from house to house as a duenna. A great number 
of these httle anecdotes it would have hurt luy pride 
that my secretary shoidd have noted down in his 
biographical budget, though I had never conceoJed 
from him the ups and downs in the lottery of my own 
life. Witli all the respect I owe to my mother's 
aainted memory, tlic good lady had not the knack of 
going the eliortest rood to the end of a story ; had 
she but pruned her own memoirs of all luxuriant 
circumstances, there would not have been materials 
for more than a tithe of her narrative. 

At length she got to the end of her tether, and I 
began my career. With respect to my general ad- 
ventures, I passed them o\er lightly ; but when I 
came to speak of the visit which the son of Bertrand 
MuBcada, the grocer of Oviedo, had paid me at 
Madrid, I enlarged with decent compunction on that 
dark article in the liistory of my life. I must frank- 
ly own, eaid I to my mother, that I gave that young 
fellow a very bad reception; and he, doubtless, in 
revenge, must have drawn a hideous outline of my 
moral features. lie did you more than justice, I 
trust, answered she ; for he told ua tliat he found you 
so pufi'ed and swollen with the good fortimc thrust 
upon you by the prime minister, as scarcely to ac- 
knowledge liim among your former acquaintance j 
and, wlien he gave you a moving description of our 
miseries, you listened as if you had no interest in 
the tale, or knowledge of the parties. But as fathffs 
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and niotbera can alwavs find some clew for palliaticm 
in the conduct of their graceless children, we wore 
loath to believe tliat vou had so bad a heart. Tour 
arrival at Oviedo justifies our favorable interpretation, 
and those tears which are now flowing down your 
cheeks are so many pledges either of your inno- 
cence or your reformation. 

Your conalmctions were too partial, rqilied I; 
there was a great deal of truth in young Muscada's 
report. When he came to see me, aJl my faculties 
were engrossed by vanity and mammon ; ambition, 
the prevailing dcvd which poaaessetl nic, left not a 
thought to throw away on the desolate condition of 
my parents. It, therefore, could be no wonder if 
in such a disjKJsition of mind I gave rather a freezing 
reception to a man, who, accosting me in a perenij)- 
tory style, took upon him to say, without mincing 
the matter, that it was well known I was as rich as 
a Jew, and therefore he advised me to send you a 
good round sum, seeing that you were very much 
put to your shifts ; nay, he went so far as to re- 
pi-oach me, in phrase of more sincerity than good 
manners, with my unfeeling negligence of my family. 
His confounded personality stuck in my throat; so 
that, losing my httle stock of patience, I shoved him 
iiurly by the shoulders out of my closet. It must be 
confessed that I took the administration of justice a 
little loo much into my oi\-n hands, being judge and 
party in the same cause } neither was it proper that 
you should hear the brunt, because the grocer was a 
little anti-saccharine in his phraseology ; nor was his 
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advice the less pertinent or just, though couched * 
homely temis, or urged with plodding vulgarity. 

All tliis caiiie plump in the teeth of my conaclence 
the moment I had turned Muecada out of doors. The 
voice of natural inBtinct contrived to make its way ; 
my duty to my parents brought the blood into my 
face ; but it was the bluah of shame for its neglect, 
and not the glow of triumph at its performance. Yet 
even my remorse can give me little credit in your 
eyes, since it was soon stilled in the fumes of avarice 
and ambition. But eonie time afterwards, ha^dng 
been safely lodged in the tower of Segoi'ia by royal 
mandate, I fell dangerously ill there ; and that timely 
remembrancer was tiie cause of bringing back your 
son t« you. So true is it that sickness and impris- 
onment were my best moral tutors ; for tliey enabled 
nature to resume her rights, and weaned me effect- 
ually from the court. Henceforth, all my dear de- 
light is in solitude j and my only business in the 
Aaturias is to entreat that you would share with me 
in the mild pleasures of a. retired life. If you reject 
not ray earnest petition, I will attend you to an estate 
of mine in the kingdom of Valencia, and we will 
live there together very comfortably. You are, of 
course, aware that I intended to take my father tliithcr 
also; but since heaven has ordained it otherwise, let 
me at least have the satisfaction of affording an asy- 
lum to my mother, and making amends hy all the 
attentions in my power for the fallow seasons in the 
former harvest of my filial duty. 

I accept your kind intentions in very good part, 
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said my mother, Hnd would take tlie journev wilh- 
uut hesitatiun if' 1 saw no obstacles ia the way. I3ut 
to desert your uncle in hia preaeat condition would 
be unp^^onable: and I am too much accustomed i 
to this part of the country to like living claewhere : V , 
nevertheless, as the proposal deserves to be maturely i 
weighed, I will consider further of it at my leistire. 
At present your f'atlier'a funeral requires to be or- 
dered and arranged, Ae for that, said I, we will 
leave it to the care of the young man whom you saw 
with me ; he is my secretary, with as clever a bead 
and as good a heart as you have often been ac- 
quainted with ; let the business rest with liim ; it 
cannot be in better hands. ' 

Ilardly had I pronounce*! these words when Scipio 
came back ; i'or it was already broad day. He in- ■ 
quired whether he coidd be of any service in our 
present distresses. I answered that he was come 
juat in time to receive some very important directions. 
As aoon aa he was made acquainted witb the business 
in hand, A word to the wise, said he : tlie whole 
procession, with its appropriate heraldry, ia iJready 
marshalled in this head of mine ; you may tnist me 
for ft very pretty funeral. Have a care, said my 
mother, to make it plain and decent, without anything 
like pomp or parade. Jt can scarcely be too humble 
for my husband, whom all the town knows to have 
been low in rank and indigent in cireumstajices. 
Madam, replied Scipio, tliough lie had been the 
meanest and most destitute of the human race, I 
would not bate one button in the array of his post- h 
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humouB honors. My master's credit is at 
the proper eonduet of, the ceremony ; lie hits been in 
an ostensible situation nnJer the Duke of Lerma, and 
his father ought to be buried with all the forms of 
state and nobihty. 

I thought exactly as my secretary did upon the 
subject, and even went eo far as to bid him spare 
no expense on the occasion. A little leaven of 
vanity still fermented in the mass of my philosophy, 
and rose iu my bosom with all the effervescence of 
its original lightness. 1 flattered myself that by 
lavishing posthumous honors on a father who had 
blessed the day of his decease by no lucrative be- 
quest, I should instil into tlie conceptions of the 
^ bystanders a liigh sense of my generous nature. My 
mother, on her part, whatever ajrs of humility she 
might put on, had no dislike to seeing her husband car- 
ried out with due observance of funeral pomp and 061*6- 
mony. We therefore left Scipio to do just as he 
pleased ; and he, without a moment's delay, adopted 
all the necessary measures for the display of the un- 
dertaker's liveliest fancy. 

The genius of that artist was called forth but too 
auceessfully. His emblems, devices, and di-aperies 
were so ostentatious as to disgust instead of cajoling 
the natives : every individual, whether of the town 
or the suburbs, whether high or low, rich or poor, 
felt shocked and insulted by this after-thought parade. 
This ministerial beggar on horseback, said one, can 
put his hand into his pocket for his father's funeral 
baked meats, but never found in liis heart whore- 
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to fiimiah Ms living table with common necea- 
saries. It would have been niut'h more to the pur- 
pose, said anodier, to have mnde tlie old gentlemui's 
latter daya comfortable, than to have wasted sncli 
thriftless sums on a |>ost-obit aot of filial munificence. 
In short, quips of the bniiu and peltinga of the tongue 
patteretl round our execrated hc:uls. It woidd have 
been well had the storm been only a wliirlwind of 
paaaion, or hurricane of words; but we were all, 
Scipio, Bcrtrand, and myself, coqwrally admonished 
of om' misdeeds on our coming out of church ; they 
abused us like pickpockets, ma<le mouths and odious 
noises as we passed, and followed Bertrand at his 
heels to the inn with a copious volley of stones and 
mod. To disperse the mob which bad collected be- 
fore my uncle's house, my mother was obliged to 
show herself at the window, and to declare publicly 
that she was thorougldy satisfied with my procecd- 
iags. Another detachment had filed off to the 
stable-yard where my carriage stnod, in the full de- 
termination of breaking it to pieces ; and tins they 
would inevitably have done, if the landlord and land- 
lady had not found some means of quieting their per- 
turbed spirits, and turning tliem aside from their 
outrageous purpose. 

All these affronts, bo revolting to my dignity, the 
effect of the tales which the young grocer had been 
spreading about town, inspired me with such a thor- 
ough hatred for my native place, that I determined 
on quitting Oviedo almost immediately, though but 
for this bustle I might have made it my residence for 
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some .dmc. I aimouDCcd my intentioa, ' 
reasons of it, to my mother, who, conBiclcring my 
uncouth reccjitioii as no very flattering compliment 
to herself, did not urge my longer stay among people 
ao little inclined to treat me civilly. The only point 
remaining now to be discussed was her &ture des- 
tiny and provision. My dear mother, said I, since 
my uncle stands so much in need of your attendance, 
I will no longer urge you to go along with me ; but, 
as liis days seem likely to be very few on earth, you 
must promise to conic and take up your abode with 
me at my farm as soon as the last duties are per- 
formed to hia lionored remains. 

I shall make no such promise, answered my 
mother, for I mean to pass the remnant of my days 
in tlie Asturias, and in a state of perfect independ- 
ejice. Will you not on all occasions, replied I, be 
absolute mistress in my household ? May be so, and 
may be not, rejoined she : you liave only to fall in 
love with some flirt of a girl, and then you will 
marry: then she will be my daughter-in-law, and I 
shall be Jier step-mother ; and then we shall live 
together as step-mothers and daughters-in-law usually 
do. Your prognostics, said I, are fetched from a 
great distance. I have not at present the moat re- 
mote intention of entering into the happy state ; but 
even though such a whim should take possession of 
my brain, I will pledge myself for instructing my 
wife betimes in an implicit submission to your will 
and pleasure. That is giving security without the 
means of making good your contract, replied my 
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mother ; you would scarcely be able to juatiiy bail. 

■ould not even swear that, in our eparring-matches, 
you might not take your wife's part in preference to 
mine, however ill she might behave, or however uoaj 
reasonably she might argue. 

You talk very excellent sense, madain, cried rajh 
secretary, coming in for liia ehai-e of the convers*- 1 
tion ; I tliink jnst as you do, that docility is about I 
as much the virtue of a donkey aa of a daughter-in-{ 
law. Aa the matter stands, that there may be i 
difference of opinion between my master and you, 
since you are absolutely determined to live asunder, ' 
you in the Aaturias, and he in the kingdom of 
Valencia, he must allow you an annuity of a hundred 
es, and send mc hither every year for the pay- 
ment, By thna arranging matters, mother and 
son will be very good friends, with an interval of 
two hundred leagues between them. The parties 
concerned fell in at onee with the proposal : I paid 
the first year io advance, and stole out of Oviedo the 
next morning before dawn, for fear of vying with 
Saint Stephen in popular favor. Such were the 
charms of my return to my native place. An ad- 
mirable lesson this, for those successful upstarts, 
■who, having gone abroad to make their fortunes, 
come home to be the purse-proud tyrants of their 
birthplace. 
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0ILSZAS SETS OUT FOR VALENCU, ASD AltRIVE.S AT LmTAS; 

DESCRIPTION OF nia seat.- tub pasticulabb of sis 

RECEPTJOX. AND THE CBARACTERS OF THE INHABITADTS 
BE FOUND THERE. 

Wb toot the road for Leon, afterwarda that of 
Valencia ; and, continuing our journey by short 
stages, arrived on the evening of the tentli day at the 
town of Scgorba, whence early on the morrow we 
repaired to my seat, at tJie distance of very little 
more than three leagues. In proportion as we ap- 
proached nearer, it was amusing to eee with what a 
longing eye my secretary looked at all the estates 
which lay in our way, to the right and left of the 
road. AVhencver he caught a glimpse of any which 
bespoke the rank and opulence of its owner, he never 
missed pointing at it with his finger, and wishing 
that were the place of our retreat. 

I know not, my good friend, said I, what idea ' 
you have formed of our habitation ; but if you have 
taken it into your head tliat ours is a magnificent 
house, with the domain of a great landed proprietor, 
I warn you in time tliat you are laying much too flat- 
tering an unction to your vanity. 

If you have no mind to be the dupe of a warm 
imagination, figure to yourself the little ornamented 
cottage which Horace fitted up near Tibiu-, in the 
country of the Sabines, ou a small farm, tiie fee- 
simple of which was given him by Aliecenas. Don 
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Alplionso iiaa made me Just such another present, ' 
more aa a, token, of affection than for the value of « 
the thing. Then I must expect to see nothing but a 
dirty hovel 1 cselaimcd Scipio. Bear in mind, re- 
plied I, that 1 have always given yoii quite an un- 
Tamiahed description of my place ; and now, even at 
this moment, you may judge for yourself whether I 
have not stuck to ti-uth and nature in my rcpi-esen- 
tations. Just carry your eye along the course of the 
Guadalaviar, and observe at a little distance from the 
iurther bank, near that liandet, consisting of nine or 
ten tenements, a house with four small turrets : 
'is my mansion. 

The deuce and all ! stammered out my secretaryg 
short-breathed with sudden admiration : why, 
house is one of the prettiest tlimgs in oature*fl 
Besides the castellated air which those turrets givi 
at, all the beauties of situation and architecture, 
.fertili^ of soil, and perfection of landscape, combine 
to rival or excel the immediate neighborhood of 
Seville, complimented as it is for its picturesque 
tBttractions by tiie appellation of an eartldy paradise. 
Had we chosen the place of our settlement for our- 
flelves, it could not Lave been more to my taste ; 
river meanders through the grounds, distilling plentj 
.and vordm-e from its fertilizing bosom ; the lea 
''honors of an umbrageous wood invite the mid-da]^ 
W^k, and qualify tlic temperature of the s 
What a heavenly abode of solitude and contempltK; 

Ah I my dear master, we shall act i 
^boUshly if we are in a hurry to run away from on| 
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happinesa. I am delighted, answered I, tfaat yon 
are so well satisfied ivith fbe retreat proWded for xig, 
tliongh yet acquainted with only a small part of its 
attractions, 
's^ As we were chatting In this strain, we got nearer 
and nearer to the house, where the door opened as 
by magic, the moment Scipio announced Signor Gil 
Bias de Santiflane, who was coming to take posses- 
sion of his estate. At the mention of this name, 
received with reverential homage by the people who 
had been inatructed in the transfer of their obedience, 
my carriage was ailmitted into a large court, where I 
alighted ; then, leaning with sill my weight upon 
Scipio, as if walking was a derogation from my 
dignity, and putting on the great man after the most 
consequential models, I reached the hall, where, on 
my entrance, seven or eight servants made their 
obeisances. They told me they were come to wel- 
come their new master with their best lovea and 
duties ; that Don Gesar and Don Alphonso de 
Leyva had chosen them to form my establishment, 
one in quality of cook, another as under-cook, a third 
as scullion, a fourth as porter, and the rest as foot- 
men ; with an express injunction to receive no wage§ 
or perquisites, as those two noblemen meant to defray 
all the expenses of my household. The cook, 
Master Joachim by name, was commander-in-chief 
of this battalion, and announced to me die whole 
array of the campaign ; he declared tliat he had laid 
in a large stock of the choicest ivines in Spain, and 
insinuated that for tlie solid supply of the table, he 
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flattered himaelf a person of his education and 
perience, who had been six years at the head of my 
Lord Archbishop of YaJencia's kitchen, must know 
how to dish up a dinner so as to meet the ideas of the 
most fastidious layman in Cbi-iatendom. But the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating, added he 
1 will just go and give you a specimen of my tulenti 
You had better take a walk, my lord, while dim 
is getting ready ; look about the premises, and 
whether you find them in tcnantable condition for 
person of your lordship's dignity. 

The reader may guess whether I did not etir n 
Stumps ; and Seipio, still more eager than myself to 
lake a bird'a-eye inventory of our goods and chattels,, 
dragged me back and fore from room to room,. 
There waa not a comer of the house tliat we did not 
peep into, from tlie garret to tlic cellar ; not a closet 
or a cranny, at least aa we supposed, could esc^M|i 
our prying curiosity ; and in every fresh room 
went into, I bad occasion to admire the kindness 
Don Cffisar and his son towards me. I was struck, 
among other things, with two apartments, which 
i as elegantly furnished as they could be, without 
misplaced magnificence. One of tliera was hung 
with tapestry, the celebrated manufacture of tiic Low 
Countries j the velvet bed and chairs were still very 
handsome, though in the fashion of the time when the 
Moors possessed the kingdom of Valencia. The 
'furniture of the other room was in the same taste : 
to wit, an old suit of hangings, made of yelli 
Genoa damask, with a bed and arm-chairs to mntchf 
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fringed with blue silk. All these effects, ' 
would have furnished but a sorry display in an up- 
holsterer's shop, made no contemptible appearance 
in their present situation. 

After having rummaged over every article of the 
paraphernalia, my secretary and myself returned to 
the dining-room, where the cloth was laid for two ; 
we eat down, and in an instant they served np so 
delicious an oUa podrida, that we could not help 
revolving on the various turns of the fate below, 
which had parted the good Archbishop of Valencia 
from his cook. We had in truth a most catholic and 
ravenous appetite — a circumstance which added new : 
zest to our praises and enjoymenta. Between every , 
succeeding help, my servants, with all the alacrity 
of fi-eah and holiday service, filled our large glasses ' 
to the brim with wine, the choicest vintage of La 
"^ Mnncha. Scipio, not thinking it genteel to express , 
aloud the inward chucklings of hia heart at our dainty 
faic, winked n,nd nodded liis delight, and apoke by , 
signs , which I returned with the like dumb eloquence of ' 
overflowing satisfaction. The remove was a dish of i 
roost quails, flanking a little leveret in high order, ' 
just kept long enough ; for this we left our hash, [ 
good as it was, and gorged ourselves to a surfeit on I 
the game. When we had eaten as if we had never | 
eaten before, and pledged one another in due pro- 
portion, we rose from table, and went into the garden ' 
to look out for some cool, pleasant spot, and take 
our afternoon's nap voluptuously. 

If hitherto my secretary had goggled f 
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at what he had seen, he stared wider and grinned 
broader at thia viela vision of the garden, lie 
Bcarcely allowed the comparison to be in favor of t!ie 
Eecurial. The reason uf its extreme nicencas was, 
that Don Cajsar, who came backwards and forwards 
to Liirias, took pleasure in improving and ornament- 
ing it. All the walks well gravelled and lined with 
orange treea, a large reaen-oir of wliite mai-ble, with 
a lion in bronze spouting water like a doliiliin'a 
deputy in the middle, the beauty of the flower 
borders, the profusion ami variety of the fruit trees, — 
audi pretty particulars as these made Scipio smack 
his lips, and anuff the air i but hia raptures readied 
llieir summit at the gradual descent of a long walk, 
leading to the baUilTa cottage, and overarched by the 
interwoven boughs of the trees planted on each side. 
While eulogizing a place so well adapted for a 
refiige from the intenseneaa of the heat, we made a 
halt, and sat down at the foot of an elm, where 
sleep required very little cunning to entangle two 
high-fed, half-tipay blades, just risen from so 
voluptuous and voracious a repast. 

In about two hours we were startled out of our 
sleep by the report of musketry, popping so near the 
head-quarters of our repose, that we apprehended 
the camp to be attacked. On the alert ! was the 
first idea that invaded our dozing minds. That we 
might procure the most authentic intelligence in 
what direction the enemy was approaching, wc di- 
rected our march towards the bailiff's tenement. 
There were collected eight or ten clodhoppers, all 
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friends and neighbora, assembled on the greenH 
tlie purpose of honoring my arrival, jflst communi- 
cated to the vacant senses of the said clodliopjjers bj- 
a diaohargo of fire-arms, whose barrels and furniture 
might thank mc for the unusual favor of a tliorough 
cleaning. The greater part of tliem were aciuainted 
with my person, having seen me more than once at 
the castle, while engaged in the busiuesa of my 
stewardship. Is'o soonei- did they set eyes on me, 
than they nil shouted in unison, Long life to our new 
lord and master ! AVelcome to Lirias ! Tlien they 
loaded once again, and fired another volley in honor 
of the occasion. My habits and manners were soft- 
ened down to the most condescending lu-banity, 
though witli a decorous infusion of distance, Icat any 
degrading constructions might be put upon too un- 
limited a freedom of addreas. With respect to my 
protection, I promised it according to tlie customary 
charter of newly-installed poaaessors, and went so 
far as to throw them a purae of twenty pistoles ; and 
this, in my opinion, was the point of all others in 
my conduct which touched their hearts most nearly. 
After this benefaction, I left them at liberty to waste 
ae much powder as they pleased, and withdrew with 
my secretary into the wood, where we walked to and 
fro till nightfall, without being at all tired of our 
rural prospect ; so many cliarms bad the view of a 
landscape, heightened by the substantial beauties of 
ownership in fee-atniple, to our elevated and dehghted 
ima^nationa ! 

The cook, the unJcr-cook, and the acullion were 
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not resting upon their oars all thia time ; they were 
working liaid to fit up for us an artifice of belly 
timber more magnificent than wluit we had already 
demolished, so that we were over head and cars in 
amazement, when, on our return to the room where 
we had dined, we saw on the table a dish of four 
roast partridges, with a, smothered rabbit on one 
Bide, and a fricasseed capon on tlie other. The 
second eoiu-se oonsiated of pigs' ears, jugged game, 
and chocolate cream. M e drauk deeply of the moat 
delicious winea, and began to think of going to bed 
when it became a matter of doubt whether we could 
ait up any longer. Then my people, with lighted 
candles before me, led the way to the best bedroom, 
where they were all most officious in assisting to 
undress me ; but when they liad tendered me my 
gown and nightcap, I dismissed them with 
authoritative undulation of my hand, signifyii 
their services were dispensed with for the rei 
of that night. 

Thus I sent them all about their business, keep] 
Scipio for a little private conference between our- 
selves ; and I led to it by asking him wliat he thought 
of my recc]ition, as arranged by order of iny noble 
patrons. Indeed and indeed, answered he, the human 
heart could not devise anytliing more delicious ; I 
oflly wishwe may go on as we have begun. I have no 
wish of tlie kind, replied I : it is contrary to my 
principles to allow that my benefactors should put 
themselves to so much expense on my account ; it 
would be a downright fraud upon their benevolence. 
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Besides, I could never feel mjaelf at home 
servants in the pay of other people ; it is just like 
living in a lodging or an inn. Then it is to be re- 
membered, that I did not come hither to live upon 
so expensive a scale, ^Vhat occasion have we for so 
large an establishment of servants? Our utmost 
want, with Bertrand, is a cook, a scullion, and a 
footman. Tliough my secretary would not have 
been at all sorry to table for a continuance at the 
governor of Valencia's expense, he did not oppose 
his own luxurious taste to my moral dchcacy, but 
conformed at once to my sentiments, and approved 
the reduction I waa meditating to introduce. That 
point being decided, lie left my chamber, and betook 
himself to his pillow in his own. 
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C3APTER IV. 

I VALENCIA. AXD J 



I GOT my clothes off as soon as possible, and went 
to bed, where, finding no great inclination to sleep, 
I communed with my own thoughts. The mutual 
attachment between the lords of Leyva and myself 
was uppermost in the various topics of my contem- 
plation. "With my heart fidi of their late kindness, 
I determined on setting out for tlieir residence the 
next day, and quenching my impatience to thimk 
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for their favors. Keither was it a slender 
gratiticatioii to anticipate another inter\-ieM' with 
Seraphina ; though there was somewhat of alloy in 
that pleasure : it was impossible to reflect without 
shuddering, that I sboiild at the same time have to 
encounter the glances of Dame Lorenza Sephora, 
who might not be greatly delighted at the renewal 
of our acquaintance, should her memory happen to 
Btumble upon the circumstances connected with a 
certain box on the ear. AVith my mind exhausted 
by all these different suggestions, my ej-eJids at 
length closed, and the sun had peeped in at my 
window long before they turned upon their hinges. 
I was soon out of bed, and dressed myself with 
(dl possible expedition, in tlie earnest desire of pros- 
ecuting my intended journey. Just as I had finished 
my hasty operations, my secretary came into the 
room. Scipio, said I, you behold a man on the 
point of setting out for Valencia. I ought to lose 
no time in paying my respects to those noblemen to 
whom I am indebted for my little independence. 
Every moment of delay in the performance of this 
duty throws a new weight of ingratitude on my con- 
science. As for you, my friend, there is no neces- 
»ity for your attendance ; stay here during my ab- 
sence ; I shall come back to you within the space of 
a week. Heaven speed you, sir ! answered he : be 
sure you do not slight Don Alphonso and his father : 
they seem to me to thrill with the kindly vibrations 
of friendship, and to be unbounded in their ac- 
knowledgment of obligation: gratitude and benev- 
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olence are so uncommon in people of rank, 
thej deserve to be made the most of where found. 
I Bent & message to Bcrtrand, to hold himself in 
readiness for setting out, and took my chocolate 
while he was harneaeing the mules. AVhen all was 
prepared, I got into my carriage, after having di- 
rected my people to consider my secretary as master 
of the house in my absence, and to obey his orders 
as if they were my own. 

I got to Valencia in less than four hours, and 
drove at once to the governor's stables, where I 
alighted and left my equipage. On going to the 
house, I was informed that Don Qesar and his son 
were together. 1 did not wait for an introduction, 
but went in without ceremony ; and addi'essing my- 
self to both of tJiem, Servants, said I, never send in 
their names to their masters : here is an old piece of 
family furniture, not ornamental indeed, but of a 
fashion when gratitude was neither out of date nor 
out of countenance. These words were accompanied 
with an effort to throw myself on my knees ; but 
they anticipated my purpose, and embraced me one 
after the other with all possible evidence of sincere 
affection. Well, then, my dear Santillane, said Don 
Alphonso, you have been at Lirias to take possession 
of your little property. Yes, my lord, answered I; 
and my next request is, that you would be pleased 
to take it back ognln. What is your reason for 
that? replied he. Is there anything about it at all 
offensive to your taste? Not in the place itself, re- 
joined I : on the contrary, that is everything that my 
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ivish ; the (inlj fault I have to find wilh it 
ia that thu kitchen smells too strongly of the hie- 
rarchy ; a lay Christian should not Hve Hke an arch- 
bishop ; besides that, there are three times as many 
servants as are necessary, and consequently you are 
put to an expense at once enonnous and useless. 

Had you accepted the annuity of two thousand 
ducats, which we offered you at Madi-id, said Don 
Cffisar, we shoidd have thought it enough to ^ve 
you the mansion ftmiished as it is ; but you know 
you refused it ; and we felt it but right to do what 
we have done as an equivalent. Your bounty has 
been too lavish, answered I : the gift of the estate 
was the utmost limit to which it should haic been 
extended, and that was more than flufficient to crown 
my latest wishes. But to say notliing about what 
it has cost you to keep up so great and exi>ensive an 
establishment, I declare to you moat solemnly that 
these people stand in my way, and arc a great an- 
noyance. In one word, gentlemen, either take back 
your boon, or give me leai-e to enjoy it in my own 
way. I pronounced these last words bo much as if 
I was in earnest, that the father ami son, not mean- 
ing to lay me under any unpleasant restraint, at 
length gave me their permission to manage my house- 
hold as it should seem expedient to my better judg- 
ment, 

I was thanking them very kindly for having granted 
me that privilege, without which a dukedom would 
have been but splendid slavery, when Don Alphonso 
interrupted me by saying, lly dear Gil Bias, I will 
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introduce you to a lady who will be extreme^n 
to see you. Tlius preparing me for tlie interview, 
he took me by the hand and led the way to Sera- 
phina's apartment, who set up a scream of joy on 
recognizing me. Madam, said tlie governor, I flatter 
myself tliat the visit of our Mend Santillanc at Va- 
lencia ia not leas acceptable to you llian myself. On 
that head, answered she, he may rest confidently aa- 
Bured ; tirae has not ohhterated the remembrance of 
the service which he once rendered nic ; and to that 
must be added a new debt of gratitude incurred on 
the score of your obligations. I told the governor's 
lady that I was already too well requited for the 
danger which I had shared in common with her de- 
liverers in exposing my life for her sake : eompli- 
menta to the like effect were bandied about for some 
time on both sides, when Don Alphonso motioned to 
quit Serapliina's room, ^\'e tlien went back to Don 
CEcaar, wliom we found in the saloon with a fashion- 
able party, who were come to dinner. 

Ail these gentlemen were introduced, and paid 
their compliments to me in the politest manner ; nor 
did tlieir attentions relax in assiduity, when Don 
Cicsar told them that I had been one of the Duke 
of Lerma's -principal secretaries. In all likelihood 
several of them might not be unacquainted that Don 
Alphonso bad been promoted to the government of 
Valencia by my interest, for poUtical secrets are sel- 
dom kept. However tliat might be, while we were 
at table, the conversation principally turned on the 
new cardinal. Some of the company either were, 
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or aiTected to be, liU unqualiBed admirers, while 
others allowed his merit iipon the whole, but thought 
it had been rather overrated. I plainly saw through 
their desiga of drawing me on to enlarge on the sub- 
ject of his eminence, and to gratify their taste for 
scandal with court anecdotes at his expense. I could 
liave been well enough pleased to have delivered my 
real aentimeiits on his character, but I kept my tongue 
witliin ray teeth, and thereby passed, in the eatiiua- 
tion of the guests, for a close, confidential, politic, 
trustworthy young statesman. 

The party respectively retired home afler dinner 
to take their usual nap, when Don Ciesar and hia 
son, yielding to a similar inclination, shut thenaselvea 
up in their apartments. 

For my own part, full of impatience to see a town 
which I had so often heard extolled for its beauty, I 
went out of the governor's palace with the intention 
of walking through the streets. At the gate a man 
accosted me with the foUowing address : Will Signer 
de Santillane allow me to take the liberty of paying 
my respects to him? I asked him who and what he 
was. 1 am Don Cffisar's valet-de-chambre, answered 
he, but was one of liia ordinary footmen during your 
Stewardship ; I used to make my court to you every 
morning, and you used to take a great deal of notice 
of me. I regularly gave you intelligence of wliat 
waa passing in the house. Do you recollect my aj)- 
prising you one day that the village surgeon of Leyva 
was privately admitted into Dame Lorenza Sephora's 
bedchamber ? It ia a circumstance which I have by 
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no means forgotten, replied I. But now that i 
aro talking of that formidable duenna, what ia be- 
come of her ? Alas ! resumed he, the poor creature 
moped and dwindled after your departure, and at 
length gave up the ghost, more to the grief of Ser- 
aphina than of Don Alphonso, who seemed to con- 
sider her death as no great evil. 

Don Cfesar'a valet-de-chanibre, having thua ac- 
quainted me with Sephora's melanclioly end, made 
a humble apology for having presumed to stop my 
walk, and tlien left mc to continue my progress. I 
could not Jielp paying the tribute of a sigh to the 
memory of that ill-fated duenna ; and her decease 
affected me the more because I taxed myself with 
that melanclioly catastrophe, though a moment's re- 
flection would hava convinced me that the grave 
owed its precious prey to the inroads of her cancer, 
rather than to the cruel charms of my person. 

I loolted with an eye of pleasure upon everything 
worth notice in the town. The arclibishop'a marble 
palace feasted my eyes with all the magnificence of 
architecture ; nor were the piazzas wliich surrounded 
the exchange much inferior in commercial grandeiu- ; 
but a large building at a distance, with a great crowd 
standing before the doora, attracted all my attention. 
I went nearer, to ascertain the reason why ao gi-eat a 
concoiu-se of both sexes was collected, and was soon 
let into the secret by reading the following inscription 
a letters of gold on a tablet of black marble over the 
door: X,a J^onada de los Hepresentantes.* Tlic 
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play-liille announced for that day a new tragedy, 
never i»erforined, and gave the name of Don Gabriel 
Triaquero as the author. 



CHAPTER r. 



I STOPPED for some minutes before the door, to 
make my remarks on the people wlio were going in. 
There were some of all sorts and sizes. Here was 
a knot of genteel-looking fellows, whose tailors at 
least had done justice to their fashionable preten- 
sions ; there, a mob of ill-favored and ill-mannered 
mortals, in a garb to identify vulgarity. To the 
right was a bevy of noble ladies, alighted from their 
carriages to take possession of tlieir private boxes ; 
to the left, a tribe of female traders in lubricity, who 
came to sell their wares in the lobby. Tliis mixed 
concourse of s|)ectators, as various in their minds' as 
in tlieir fiiccs, gave me an itcliing inclination to in- 
crease their number. Juwt as I was taking my dieck, 
the governor and his lady drove up. They spied mc 
out in the crowd, and having sent for me, took me 
with them to tlieir box, where I placed myself be- 
hind them, in such a position as to converse at my 
ease with either. 

The theatre was filled willi spectators from the 
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ceiling downwards, the pit thronged almost to S 
cation, and the stage crowded with knights of the 
three military orders. Here is a full house, said I 
to Don Alphonao, You are not to consider that as 
anything extraordinary, answered he; the tragedy 
now about to be produced is from the pen of Don 
Gabriel Triaquero, the moat, fashionable dramatic 
writer of Iiis day. Whenever the play-bUl announces 
any novelty from tliis favorite author, the whole town 
of Valencia is in a bustle. The men as well as the 
women talk incessantly on the subject of the piece : 
all the boxes are taken ; and on the first night of 
performance there is a risk of broken limbs in getting 
in, tliough the price of admission is doubled, with the 
exception of the pit, which is too authoritative a part 
of the house for the proprietors to tamper witli its 
patience. What a j>aroxysm of partiality ! said I to 
the governor. This eager curiosity of the public, 
this hot-headed impatience to be present at the. first 
representation of Don Gabriel's pieces gives me a 
magnificent idea of that poet's genius. 

At this period of our conversation the curtain rose. 
We immediately left ofi^ talking, to fix our whole 
attention on the stage. The applauses were raptu- 
ous even at the prologue : as the performance ad- 
vanced, every sentiment and situation, nay, almost 
every line of the piece, called forth a burst of accla- 
mation ; and at the end of each act the clapping of 
hands was so loud and incessant, as almost to bring 
the building about our ears. After the dropping of 
tlie curtain, the author was pointed Out to me, going 
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about from box to bos, and M-ith all the mod- 
esty of a successful poet, submitting hia bead to the 
impoaitioa of those laurels which the genteelor, and 
especially the fairer part of the audience had prepar 
for bis coronation. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where i 
were met by a party of tliree or four gentlemen . Be- 
sides these mere amateurs, there were two veteran 
autJiors of considerable eminence in their line, and a 
gentleman of iladrid with tolerably fair claims to 
critical authority and judgment. They had all been 
at tlie play. The new piece was the only topic of 
conversation during supper-time. Gentlemen, said 
a, knight of St. James, what do you think of this 
tragedy? Has it not every claim to the character 
of a finished work? Thoughts that breathe, and 
words that burn, a hand to touch the true chorda of 
pity, and sweep the lyre of poetry — requisites how 
rarely, and yet how admirably united ! In a word, 
it is the performance of a jjcraon mixing in the 
higher circles of society. There can be no possible 
difference of opinion on that subject, said a knight of 
Alcantara. The piece 13 full of strokes which Apollo 
himself might have aimed, and of perplexities con- 
trived so tliat none but the author himself could have 
unravelled tliem. I appeal to tliat acute and in- 
genious stranger, added he, addressing his discourse 
to the Castilian gentleman ; he looks to me like a 
good judge, and I will lay a wager that he is on my 
side of the question. Take care how you stake on 
an uncertainty, my worthy knight, answered the 
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gentleman with a sarcastic smile. I am not o 
provindal school ; we do not pass our judgment e 
hastily at Madrid. Far from aentendng a piece on 
ita first representation, we are jealous of ita apparent 
merit while aided hy scenic deception ; our fancies 
and our feelings may be carried away for the mo- 
ment, but our serious decision is suspended till we 
have read tlie work ; and the moat common reault 
of its appeal to the press is a defalcation from ita 
powers of pleasing on the stage. 

Thua you" perceive, pursued lie, that it is our 
practice to examine a work of genius closely before 
we stamp on it the mark of a stock piece : its 
author's fame, let it ring as loudly as it may, can 
never confound our exactness of discrimination. 
When Lope de Vega himself or Oalderona ventured 
on the boards, tliey encountered rigid critics, though 
in an audience which doted on them — critics who 
would not sign their passpt>rt to the regions of 
immortality till they had sifted their claims to be 
admitted there. 

That 19 a little too much, interrupted the knight 
of St. Jontes. We are not quite so cautious as you. 
It is not our custom to wait tor the printing of a piece 
in order to decide on its reputation. By the very 
first performance it sinks or swims. It does not 
even seem necessary to be inconveniently attentive to 
the business of the stage. It is sufficient that we 
know it for ii production of Don Gabriel, to be per- 
suaded that it combines every excellence. The works 
of that poet may justly be considered as commencing 
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B new era, and fixing the criterion of good taste. 
Tlie school of Lope and Caldeiona was the mere 
cart of Thespis, compared with the pohshed scenes 
of tJiia great dramatic niaater. The gentleman, who 
looked up to Lope and Calderona bs the Sophocles 
nnd Euripides of the Spaniards, could nut easily be 
brought to acknowledge such wild canons of criticism. 
This is dramatic heresy with a vengeance I exclaimed 
he. Since you compel me, gentlemen, to decide 
like you on the fallacious evidence of a first night, I 
muet tell you that I am not at all satisfied with this 
new tragedy of your Don Gabriel. As a poera, it 
abounds more with glittering conceits than with pas- 
sages of pathos or delineations of nature. The verses, 
tlii-ee out of four, are defective either in measure or 
rhyme; the characters, clumsily imagined or incon- 
gruously supported ; and the thoughts have often the 
obscurity of a riddle without its ingenuity. 

The two authors at table, who, with a prudenoftl 
efjually commendable and unusual, had said nothing 
for fear of lying under the imputation of jealousy, 
could not help assenting to the last speaker's opinions 
by their looks ; which warranted me in concluding 
that their silence was less owing to the perfection of 
the work, than to the dictates of pergonal policy. 
As for tlie military critics, tiicy got to their old topic 
of ringing the changes on Don Gabriel, and exalted 
him to a le^'eI with the under tenants of Olympus. 
Tliis estra^■agant association with tlie demigods; this 
blind and stiff-necked idolatry, divorced the Castilian 
from his little stock of patience, so that, raising hia 
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hands to heaven, he broke o«t abruptly into a voll^ 
of enthuaiasm : O divine Lope de Vega, sublime and 
unrivalled genius, who hast left an immeasurable 
space between thee and all the Gabriels who would 
light their tapers from thy bright effulgence ! and 
thou, mellow, Buft-voiced Caldcrona, whose elegance 
aud sweetness, rejecting buskined rant and tra^c 
swell, reign with undisputed sway over the affections, 
fear not, either of you, lest your altars should be 
overturned by this tongue-tied nursling of the muses ! 
It will be the utmost of his renovm, if posterity, 
before whose eyes your works shall live in daily 
view, and form their dear delight, shall enroll his 
name, as matter of history and curious record, on tlie 
list of obsolete authors. 

This animated apostrophe, for which the company 
was not at all prepared, raised a hearty laugh, after 
which we all rose from table and withdrew. An 
apartment had been got ready for me by Don Al- 
phonao'a order, where I found a good bed ; and ray 
lordship, lying down in luxurious weariness, went 
to sleep upon the tag of the Castilian gentleman's 
impassioned vindication, and dreamed most cruetily 
of the injustice done to Lope and Calderona by 
ignorant pi'ctenders. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

KLVe ABOUT THE STREETS OP rAZENCtA. 

A UAit OP SAXCTirr, whose pious Fack 

X SOMEWHERE ELSE. WHAT SORT OP MAH 
' SAffOTJTy TCBXS VUT TO SB. 



As I had not been able to completa my view of 
tlie city on the preceding day, I got up betimes in 
the morning with the intention of taking another 
walk. In the street I remarked a Cmthusian friar, 
who doubtless was thus early in motion to promote 
the interests of his order. He walked with lus eyes 
fixed on the ground, and a gait so holy and con- 
templative as to inspire every passenger with 
religioua awe. His path was iu the same direction 
as mine. I looked at him with more than ordinary 
curiosity, and could not help fancying it was Don 
Raphael, that man of shifts and expedients, who has 
already secured so honorable a niche in tlie temple 
of fame. (See Books I. to VI. of my Memoirs.) 

I was 80 utterly astonished, so thrown off my 
balance by tliis meeting, that, instead of accosting 
the monk, I remained motionless for some seconds, 
which gave him time to get the start of me. Just 
heaven ! said I, were there ever two faces more ex- 
actly alike ? I do not know what to make of it ! It 
aeema incredible that Eaphael should turn up in such 
a guise I And yet how is it possible to be any one 
else ? I felt too great a curiosity to get at the truth 
not to pursue tlie inquiry. Haling ascertained the 
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way to the monastery of the Carthusians, I repatli^ 
thither immediately, in the hojie of coming across 
tlie object of my search on his return, and with the 
full intent of stopping and parleying with him. But 
it was quite unneceesary to wait for hia arrival, to 
enlighten" my mind on the aubject ; on reaching the 
convent gate, anotlicr physiognomy, such as few 
persona had read without paying for their lesson, 
resolved all my doubts into certainty ; for the friar 
who served in the capacity of porter was unques- 
tionably my old and godly-viaaged servant, Ambrose 
de Lamela. 

Our surprise was equal on both sides at meeting 
again in such a place. Is not this a play upon the 
senses? said I, paying my compliments to him. Tb 
it actually one of my friends who preeenta himeelf to 
my astonisiied sight? He did not know me again 
at first, or probably might pretend not to do ao ; 
but, reflecting ivithin himself that it was in vain to 
deny hia own identity, he assumed the start of a man 
who all at once hits upon a circumstance which had 
hitherto escaped hia recollection. Ah, Signor Gil 
Bias, exclaimed he, excuse my not recognizing yonr 
person immediately. Since I have lived in this holy 
place, every feculty of my soul has been absorbed in 
the performance of the duties prescribed by our rules, 
so that by degrees I lose the remembrance of all 
worldly objects and events. 

After a separation of ten years, said I, it gives me 
much pleasure to find you again in so venerate a 
garb. For my part, answered he, it fills me with 



ACCOCXT OF THE COyVEItHIOX. 



Bliame and confusion to appcur in it before a man 
who Las been an eye-n-itnesa of my guilty eourees. 
These ghostly weeds are at once the chnmi of ray 
present life, and the condemnation of my former. 
Alasl added he, liea\'ing a righteous sigh, to be 
worthy of wearing it, my carher years eliould have 
been passed in primitive innocence. By this dis- 
course, so rational and edifying, rcphed I, it Js plain, 
my dear brother, thattlie finger of the Lord liaa been 
upon you, that you are marked out for a vessel of 
saoctiiication. 1 tell you once ngain, I ain delighted 
at it, and woidd give the world to know in what 
miraculous manner you and Raphael were led into 
the path of the righteous ; for I am [lerHuaded tliat 
it was his own self whom I met lu. tlic town, habited 
as aCarthusiau. I was extremely sorry, afterwards, 
not to have stopped and spoken to him in the street, 
and I am waiting here to apologize for ray neglect 
on hia return. 

You were not mistaken, said Lamela ; it was Don 
Raphael himself whom you saw ; and aa for the 
particulars of our conversion, they are as follow : 
After parting with yon near Segorba, we struck into 
the Valencia road, with the design of bettering our 
trade by some new speculation. Chance or destiny 
one day led our steps into the church of the Car- 
thusians, while service was performing iti the choir. 
The demeanor of the brethren attracted our notice, 
and we experienced in our own persona the involun- 
tary homi^ which vice pays to virtue. We admired 
the fervor with which they poured forth their devo- 
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tions, their looks of pious mortifioation, their d 
neaa to the pleasures of the world and the flesh, and 
in the settled composure of their countenances, the 
outward sign of an approving conscience witliin. 

While making these observations, we fell into a 
train of thought which became like manna to the 
hungry and thirsty eoul : we compared our habits of 
life with the employments of tlicec holy men, and 
the wide difference between om- spiritual conditions 
filled us with confusion and affright. Laraela, said 
Don Raphael, as we went out of church, how do you 
staod aftccted by what we have just seen ? For my 
part, tliere is no disguising the truth ; my mind is 
ill at ease. Emotions new and indescribable are 
rushing upon my mind ; and, for the first time in 
my life, I reproach myself with the wickedness of 
my past actions, I am just in tlie same temper of 
soul, answered I ; my iniquities are all drawn up in 
array against me ; they beset me, they stare me in 
the face; my heart, hitherto proof against all the 
arrows of remorse, is at this moment shot tlu-ough 
and through, torn and disfigured, tormented and 
destroyed. Ah I my dear Ambrose, resumed my 
partner, we are two stray sheep, whom our heavenly 
Father, in mercy, woidd lead back gently to the 
fold. It is he himself, my child, it is he who warm 
and guides us. Let us not be deaf to the call of his 
voice ; let us abandon all oiu- wicked courses ; let us 
begin from this day to work out our salvation with 
diligence and in the spirit of repentance : we had 
better spend tlie remainder of our days in this eon- 
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vent, and consecrate them to pemtence and devo- 
tion, 

I applauded Raphael's sentiment, continue*! brother 
Ambrose, and we formed the glorious re«olutioa of 
becoming Carthusiana. To carry it into effect, we 
applied to the venerable prior, who was no sooner 
made acquainted with our purpose, than, to ascertfun 
whether our call was from the world above or tJie 
world beneath, he appointed ub to cells, and all the 
strictneBs of monkish discipline, for a whole year. 
"We acted up to the rules with equal regaJarity and 
fortitude, and, bj- way of reward, were admitted 
among the novices. Our condition was so much wbat 
we wished it, and our hearts were so full of religious 
zeal, tliat we underwent the toUs of our novitiate 
with unflinching courage. When that was over, we 
professed; after which, Don liaphacl, appearing 
admirably well qualified, both by natural talent and 
various experience, for the management of secular 
concerns, was chosen assistant to an old friar who 
was at that time proctor. The son of Lucinda' 
would infinitely have preferred dedicating every re- 
maining moment of liis existence to pmycr ; but he 
found it necessary to sacrifice his taste for devotion, 
in ftirtherance of the general prosperity. He entered 
with so much zeal and knowledge into the interests 
of the house, that he was considered as the most 
eligible person to suececd the old proctor, who died 
three years afterwards. Don Raphael accordingly 
fills that office at present ; and it may be truly said 
that he discharges Itia duty to the entire satisfaction 
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of all our fathers, who praise in 
liis conduct in thcatlniinistrationof ourtcmporalitieB. 
Whiit is most of all miraculous, and shows the hand 
of heaven in lus conversion, is that, with such an 
accumulation of husinesa rushing in upon him in his 
bursarial department, liis regards are inalienably 
fixed on the world to come. When business leaves 
hiin but a moment to recruit nature, instead of 
lavishing t lie short period in indidgence, Iiis thoughts 
wing tlieir way into the regions of devout and holy 
meditation. In short, he is the most exemplary 
member of this body. 

At tliis period of our conversation I interrupted 
Lomela by an ebullition of joy to which I gave vent 
at the sight of Raphael coming in. Here he is ! ex- 
claimed I ; behold that righteous bursar for whom I 
have been so impatiently waiting. AVith a leap and 
a bound did I run to meet and embrace liim. He 
submitted to the hug with liis newly-acquired resig- 
nation ; and, without betraying the slightest shock 
at meeting with an old companion of his profaner 
hours, his words were dictated by the spirit of gen- 
tleness and humility : The powers above be praised, 
Signor de Santillane, the powers be praised for this 
kind providence whereby we meet again. In good 
truth, my dear Raphael, replied I, your happy 
destiny pleases me as much as if it had been my own 
good luck ; brother Ambrose has told me the wliole 
atory of your conversion, and the tale almost moved 
me to a similar change. What a glorious lot foryou 
two, my friends, when you haie reason to flatter 
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jTourselves with being among that picked number of 
the elect, who have eternal hnppiness tiirust upon 
them whether thej i^-ill or no ! 

Two miiierable sinners like ourselveB, resumed the 
Bon of Lucinda, with an air which marked the ex- 
treme of sanctified morality, must not hope that oar 
own merits are of weight enough to save our souls ; 
but even the wicked one who repentcth findeth 
grace with the Fadier of mercies. And you, Signor 
Gil Bias, added he, is it not time to lay in a claim 
for pardon of the offencca which you have committed ? 
WTiat is your business here in Valencia? Are you 
not liankering after some office of devil's deputy, and 
making shipwreck of your voyage to another world ? 
Not so, by the blessing of heaven, answered I ; since 
I turned my back on the conrt, I have led a. yery 
moral sort of life ; sometimes enjoying rural recrea- 
tions on an estate of mine at a few leagues' distance 
irom this town, and sometimes coming hither to pass 
ray time with my friend the governor, whom you 
both of you must know perfectly well. 

On this cue I related to them the story of Don 
Alplionso de Leyva. They heard the particulars 
with attention ; and on my telling them tJiat I had 
carried to Samuel Simon, on the part of that noble- 
man, the three thousand ducats of which we had 
robbed him, Lamela intcn-upted the thread of my 
narrative, and addressing his discourse to Kaphael, 
Baid, Father Hilary, if this be true, tlie honest vend- 
er of wares has no reason to quarrel with a robbery 
which has paid him fifty per cent. ; and our con- 
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sciences, ss far aa tbnt indictment goes, maj hask. in 
tlie eunsliinc of acquitted innocence. Brodier Am- 
broBC iind I, ea,id the bursar, did actually, on the 
assumption of the habit, send Samuel Simon fifteen 
hundred ducat3 privately, by a, pious ecclesiastic who 
made a pilgrimage to Xclya for the sole puqtose of 
accomplishing this restitution ; but it will go hard 
with Samuel at the general reckoning, if he for filthy 
lucre could soil his Sngera with that sum, after having . 
been reimbursed in full by Signer de Santillane. 
But, said I, how do you know that your fifteen 
hundred ducata were feithfully paid into hia hands? 
Unquestionably they were 1 exclaimed Don Raphael ; 
I would answer for the disinterested purity of that 
ecclesiastic as soon as for my own. I would be 
your collateral Becurity, said Lamela ; he is a priest 
of the strictest sanctity, a sort of universal almoner ; 
and though many times cited for sums of money de- 
posited with him for charitable uses, he has always 
nonsuited the plaintiffs, and gone out of court with 
an augmentation of alms-giving notoriety. 

Our conversation continued for some time longer : 
at length we parted, with many a pious exhortation 
on their side, always to have the fear of the Lord 
before my eyes, and with many an earnest entreaty 
on mine, that they would remember me constantly 
in their prayers. Don Alphonso was now the first 
object of my search. You will never guess, said I, 
with whom I liave just had a long conference. I 
am hut now come from two venerable Cartliusians 
of your acquaintance ; the name of the one is Father 
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Hilary, tliat oC the other, brother Ambrose. You 
are mistaJtcn, answered Don Alphonflo; I am not 
acquainted with a single Carthusian. Pardon nic, 
replied I ; you have seen brother Ambrose at Xelva 
in the capacity of commissary, and Father Hilary aa 
register to the inquisition. O heaven ! excliiimed 
tlie governor with siu^rise, can it be within the 
bounds of possibility that Haphacl and Lamela 
should have turned Cartliusians ? It is even so, 
answered I ; they professed several years ago. The 
former is bui'sar and proctor to the convent, the lat- 
ter, porter. 

The son of Don Cieaar rubbed Ida forehead twice 
or thrice, tlien shaking his head, These worshipful 
officers of tlie inquiailion, said he, most assuredly 
purpose playing over the old farce on a new ahtge 
here. You judge of them by prejudice, anawered 
I, from the impreaaion of their characters as men of 
sin : but had you been edifie<l by their lectures as I 
have been, you would tliink more favorably of their 
holiness. To be sure, it is not for mortal men to 
fathom the depth of other men's hearts ; but to all 
ap[}earanco they arc two prodigals returned home. 
It posaibly may be so, rephed Don Alphonso : there 
are many instances of libertines, who hide their heads 
in cloisters, after having scandalized human nature 
by their obhquities, to expatiate their offences by a 
severe penance : I heartily wish that our two monks 
may be such libertines restored. 

Well ! and why not? aaid I. They have embraced 
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tLe monastic life of their own accord, and have squared 
their conduct for a length of time according to the 
maxims of their order. You may say what you 
please, retorted the governor ; hut I do not like tlie 
convent's rents being received by this Father Ildary, 
of whom I cannot help entertaining a very untoward 
opinion. Allien the fine story he told us of liis ad- 
ventures cornea across my mind, I tremble for the 
reverend brotherhood. I am willing to helieve with 
you, that he has taken the vow with the pious inten- 
tion of keeping it ; but the blaze of gold may be too 
much for the wetness of his regenerated eyesight. 
It is bad policy to lock up a reformed drunkard in a 
wine cellar. 

In the course of a few days Don Alphonso's mis- 
givings were fully justified ; these two official props 
and 6taya of the eetahlishment ran away with the 
year's revenue. This news, which was immediately 
noised about the town, coidd not do otherwise than 
set the tongues of the wits in motion ; for they al- 
ways make themselves merry at the crosses and losses 
of the well-endowed religious orders. As for the 
governor ajid myself, we condoled with the Carthu- 
sians, but kept our acquaintance with the apoetats 
pilferers in the background. 




ea BtAa asTURss 

A tin ISTELLIOBNCE, 

SAJVaSMSffrs. 



1 PASSED a week at Valencia in the first coinpon] 
living on equal temia with the best of the nobili 
Plays, balls, concerts, grand dinners, ludies' parties^ 
all things that heart coxUd wish or vanity grow tnD 
opon, were provided for rae by the governor and liis 
lady, to whom I paid my court so dexterously, that 
they were heartily sorry to see me set out 
turn to Lirias. They even obliged me, before tl 
would let me go, to engage for a division of my tii 
between them and my hermitage. It was dctenninod 
that I should spend the winter in Valencia, and the 
summer at my seat. After this bargain, my bene- 
factors left me at liberty to tear myself from tliem, 
and go where their kindness would be always staring 
me in the face. 

Scipio, who was waiting impatiently for my re- 
turn, was ready to jump out of his ekin for joy at 
the sight of me ; and liis ecstasies were doubled at 
my circumstantial account of the journey. And 
BOW for your history, my friend, said I, taking 
Inreath : to what moral uses have you turned the 
solitary period of my abspjice ? Has the time passed 
agreeably? As well, answered he, as it could with 
a servant to whom nothing is so dear as the presence 
of hia master. 1 liave walked oier our little domain, 
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circuitouelj and diagonally : Bometimea bi 
margin of a fountain in our wood, I have taken 
pleasure in beholding the transparency of its waters, 
which are as pellucid as those of the sacred spring, 
whose projection from the rock made the vast forest 
of Albunea to resound with the roar of the cascade : 
sometimes, lying at the foot of a tree, I have listened 
to the song of tlic linnet or the nightingale. At 
Other times I have hunted or fished ; and, what has 
given me more rational delight than all these pas- 
times, 1 have whiled away many a profitable hour 
in the improvement of my mind. 

I interrupted my secretary in a tone of eager in- 
quiry, to Bsk where he had procured books. I found 
them, said he, in an elegant library here in the house, 
whither Master Joachim took me. Heyday I in what 
comer, resumed I, can this said library be? Did we 
not go over the whole building on the day of our ar- 
rival? You fancied ao, rejoined he ; but you are to 
know tliat we only explored three aides of the square, 
and forgot the fourth. It was there that Don Ctesar, 
when lie came to Lirias, employed part of hia time 
in reading. There are in this library some very good 
books, left as a never-failing phylactery against the 
blue devils, when our gardens despoiled of Flora's 
treasure, and our woods of their leafy honors, ahall 
no longer challenge thoao miscreant invaders to com- 
bat in the forest or the bower. The lords of Leyva 
have not done things by halves, but have catered for 
the mind as well aa for the body. 

This intelligence filled me with sincere rapture. 
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I was shown to the fourth side of the square, and 
feasted with an intelleotiiiJ banquet. Don Ctcsar's 
room I unnicxhatclj' determined to make my own. 
That nobleman's bed wad still there, with correspond- 
ent furniture, consisting of liistorical tapestry, repre- 
senting the rape of the Sabine women by the Komons. 
From the bedchamber, I went Into a closet fitted up 
witli low bookcases well filled, and over them the 
portraits of the Spanish kings. Near a window 
whence you command a prospect of a most bewitch- 
ing country, there was an ebony writing-desk and a 
large sofa, covered with black morocco. But 1 gave 
my attention principally to the library. It was 
composed of philosophers, poets, historians, and 
abounded in romances. Don Cieaar seemed to give 
the preference to that light reading, if one might 
judge by the profusion of supply. I must own, to 
my shame, tliat my taste was not at all above the 
level of those productions, notwithstanding the 
extravagances they delight in stringing together; 
whether it was owing to my not being a very crit- 
ical reader at that time, or because the Spaniards 
are naturally addicted to the marvellous. I must 
nevertheless plead, in my own justification, that I was 
^ve to tlje charms of a sprightly and popular mo- 
rality, and that Lueian, Horace, and Erasmus be- 
came my favorite and standard authors. 

My friend, said I to Scipio, when my eyes 

urged over my library, here is wherewithal to fe 

and pamper our minds ; hut our present business is 

to reform our household. On tliat subject I can 
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Spare yoa a great deal of trouble, aoBWCi 
During your nbaeuce I have siftwl your people 
thoroughly, and flatter myself it is no empty boast 
to say that I know them. Let iia begin with Master 
Joachim : I take him to be aa great a scoundrel as 
ever breathed, and have no doubt but he was turned 
away from the archbiehop's for errors which were 
loo great to be excepted in the passing of liis ac- 
coiuita. Xct we must keep him for two reasons : 
the first, because he is a good cook ; and the second, 
because I shall always have an eye over him ; I shall 
peep into his actions like a jackdaw into a marrow- 
bone, and be must be a more cunning fellow than I 
take him for, to evade my vigilance, I have already 
told him that you intended discharging tliree fourths 
of your establishment. Tliia declaration stuck in his 
etomuch j and he assured me that, owing to his ex- 
treme desire of living with you, be would be satisfied 
with half hia present wages rather than be turned off, 
which made me suspect that he was tied to the string 
of some petticoat in tlie hamlet, and did not like to 
break up his quarters. As for the under-cook, he is 
a drunkard, and the porter a foul-mouthed Cerbenis, 
of whose guardianship our gates are in no want ; 
neither is the game-keeper a necessary evil. I shall 
take the latter office myself, as you may see to-mor- 
row, when we have got our fowling-pieces in oi-der, 
and are provided with powder and shot. With re- 
gard to the footmen, one of them is an Arragonese, 
and to my mind a very good sort of fellow. Wfi 
will keep him ; but all tlie rest are such rapscallions, 
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that I would nut advise you to karbof one of tli( 
if you wiinted an anny of attendants. 

After having fully debated tiie ptjint, we reaol' 
keep well with the eook, the scullion, the Arra- 
gonese, and tu get rid of the remainder as decently 
86 we could ; all wliicli was planned and executed on 
the same day, mollifying tlie bitter dose by the ap- 
plieation of a few pistoles, which Scipio took from 
our strong box, and distributed among them as from 
AVTien we had carried this reform into effect, 
order was soon established in our mansion ; we di- 
vided the busiuess fairly among our remaining peo- 
ple, and began to look into our expenses. I could 
willingly Iiave been contented with very frugal com- 
mons ; but my secretary, loving liigh dishes and rel- 
ishing bits, was not a man who would euSer Master 
Joacliiin to hold his pW'e as a sinecure. He kept 
his talents in such constant play, working double 
at dinner and at supper, that any one would 
thought we had been converted by father Hilary, 
and were working out the term of our probation. 
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THE LOVES OF OIL BLAS ASD THE 

Two days after my return trora Valencia to Liri 
clodpole Sasil, my farming man, came at my d 
ing-time to beg the favor of introducing his daugl 
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Antonia, ■who ^va^ very desirous, a« he 8ai_, 

tlieTionor of paying her respects to her new uiistci'. 
I answered that it was very profjer, aud wouH be ■ 
well received. He witlidrew, and in a few minutes 
returned with liia peerless Antonia. Tliat cpitliet, 
though bold, will not be tliought extravagant in the 
case of a girl from sixteen to eighteen years of ag«, 
uniting to reguliir features tlie finest comi>lexion 
and the brightest eyes in the world. She was dressed 
in nothing better than a stuif gown ; hut a stature 
somewhat above the female standard, a dignified 
deportment, and such graces as soared Iiigher than 
the mere freshness and glow of youtli, comniunicated 
to her rustic attire the simplicity of classical costume. 
She had no cap on her head ; her hair was fastened 
behind with a knot of flowers, according to the chaste 
severity of the Spartan fashionables, 

AVhen she illumined my chamber with her pres- 
ence, I was struck as much on a heap by her beauty 
as ever were the princes, knights, nobles, and 
strangers, assembled at the solemn feast and touma^ 
ment of Cliarlcmain, by the personal charms of 
Angelica. Instead of receiving Antonia with modish 
indifference, and paying her compliments of course, 
instead of ringing the changes on her father's hap- 
piness in possessing so lovely a daughter, I stood 
stock still, staring, gaping, stammering: I could 
not have uttered an articidate soimd for the imiver- 
sal world, Scipio, who saw clearly what was the 
matter with me, took the words out of my mouth, 
and aceepted those bills of admiration which my 
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affiun were in xoo bbcL Cawnisr «». afliaic: cr 
duty honanng. Tor ic^ isn izr ic3?»t i«ac 

orb of dav br a wimer pjs:. 

out being AmsosAmobc^ wml. 

vduch fired all liif: cxmixiiifiLjRje ix. nr ojcoiMtsx^uL- 

thoogli her wcKct vert xio: tsK jrjijuar ^sjn^se^njot of 
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mj BecreDDx. xhulu axic lue 
in recqirocal en^oanrnE: uf crdlnT'. I ivnxtc nrr ^a^^ot 
again ; and paoed frun. uik: «a:n>mi^ uf aueuniirj xc 
anodier, just ae if I la£ tii(fics£ lifiC a. j&crv-ursuuBd 
loqnacitT would be a ses-uC «^r""*«^ Hif: idi^'. «lKaa% 
of mv first encxHmxe:. I ezafiiUBMC siL nrr stif^ uf 
wdl-fared rodomcmxaick:. amc enuTtK^oed nrrbti: wid. 
ao ungnaided a &f9edun« at il maik<: liaxdl itnikalKiiii 
him ; eo iSbast he, wid^ iik ev^ iukil me a^ a man 
who would fiet ereiy eicpiA*; sc -work ii' fieduoe An- 
tonia, was in a him ' i to ^e: her isfiih' am of nrr 
apaxtment, with a re^oired pmpuse. prc^jahh-, of 
withdrawing her f otrerer from mj pmsmt. 

Sdpio, finding himself alone ^ me, said with a 
smile, Hei% is anrirhfr defence for you againsi the 
Une derik ! I did not know ihat vour fumincr man 
had so pretty a daogfater ; for I had nerer seen hex 
before, though I have been twice at his hoose. lie 
most have taken infinite pains to ke^ her out of the 
way, and' it is impossible to be angiy with him for 
it. What the plague I here is a morsd for a lickei^ 
ish palate ! But there seems to be no necessity for 
blazoning her perfections to you; their \x>ry first 
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glance dazzled you out of countenance. I do i 
deny it, answered I. Ah, my beloved friend ; I have 
surely eeen an uihabitant of the realms above ; the 
electrical spark now thrills through all my frame, it 
Bcorchea like lightning, yet tingles like the vivifying 
fluid at my heart. 

You delight me beyond measure, replied my sec- 
retary, by giving me to understand tliat you have at 
length fallen in loi'e. Notliing but a mistress vioa 
wonting to complete your rural establishment at all 
paints. Thanks to lieaven, you are now likely to 
be accommodated in every way. I am well aware 
that we shall have a hard matter to elude Basil's 
vigilance ; but leave tliat to me, and I will undertake 
before the end of three days to manage a private 
meeting for you with Antonia, Master Scipio, said 
I, it is not so sure tliat you would be able to keep 
your word ; but, at all events, I have not tlie least 
desiix: to make the experiment. I will have nothing 
to do with the ruin of tliat girl ; for she is an angel, 
and does not deserve to be numbered among the 
fallen ones. Therefore, instead of laying the guilt 
upon your soul of assisting me in her dishonor, I 
have made up my mind to marry her with your kind 
help, supposing her heart not to be pre-occupied by 
a prior attachment. I had no idea, said lie, of your 
directly plunging headlong into the cold bath of 
matrimony. The generality of landlords, in your 
place, would stand iipon the ancient tenure of mano- 
rial rights : they would not deal with Antonia u^ion 
the square of modem law and gospel, till after failure 
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in the establishment of their feudal pririleges. But 
thouc^ this mav be the war of the wosid. do not 
suppose that I am bv any means against tout Ikmiof- 
able pasaiim, w at all wish to dissuade Toa from 
joor purpose. Your bailiflTs daughter deserves the 
distinction yoa design for her, if she can gire you 
the first firuits of her heart, an offering of sensibility 
and gratitude; that is what I shall ascertain this 
Tery day by talking with h^* &ther, and possibly 
with her. 

My agent was a man to transact his business ac- 
cording to the letter. He went to see Basil pri- 
Tately, and in the evening came to me in my closet, 
where I waited for him with impatience, somewhat 
exasperated by apprehension. There was a slyness 
in his countenance, whence my prognostic inclined 
to the bri^ter side. Judging, said I, by that look 
of suppressed merriment, you are come to acquaint 
me that I shall soon be at the summit of human bliss. 
Yes, my dear master, answered he, the heavens smile 
upon your vows. I have talked the matter over with 
Basil and his daughter, declaring your intentions 
without reserve. The father is delighted at the idea 
of your asking his blessing as a son-in-law ; and you 
may set your heart at rest about Antonia's taste in a 
husband. Darts and flames ! cried I, in an ecstasy 
of amorous transport ; what I am I so happy as to 
have made myself agreeable to that lovely creature ? 
Never question it, replied he ; she loves you already. 
It is true, she has not owned so much by word of 
mouth; but my assurance rests on the tale-tclling 
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sparkle of her eye, when your proposal^ were n 
known to her. And yet yon have n rival ! A rival I 
exclaimed I, with a faltering voice and a cheek 
blanched with fear. Do not let that give you the 
least uneasiness, said he ; your competitor cannot 
bid very high, for he is no other than Master Joachim, 
k your cook. Ah I the hangdog ! eaid I, with an in- 
voluntary ehout of laughter : tliis is the reason, tben, 
why he had so great an objection to being turned out 
of my service. Exactly so, answered Scipio ; within 
these few days he made proposals of man-iage to 
Antonia, who politely declined them. AVith sub- 
mission to your better judgment, replied I, it would 
be expedient — at least, so it strikes me — to get rid of 
that strange fellow before he is informed of my in- 
tended match with BasU's daughter : a cook, as you 
are aware, ia a dangerous rival. You are perfectly 
in the right, rejoined my trusty counsellor ; wc must 
clear the premises of liita — he shall receive his dis- 
charge from me to-morrow morning, before he puts 
a finger in the fricandeaua ; thus you will have noth- 
ing more to fear either from his poisonous sauces 
or bewitching tongue. Yet it goes rather against 
the grain with me to part with so good a cook ; but 
I sacrifice the interests of my own belly to the preser- 
vation of your precious person. You need not, eaid 
I, take on so for his loss ; lie had no exclusive patent ; 
and I will send to Valencia for a cook, who shall 
outcook all his fine cookery. According to my 
promise, I wrote immediately to Don Alphonso, to 
let him know that our kitchen wanted a prime min- 
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later; and on tlie following day he filled up the 
vacancy in so worthy a manner aa reconciled Scipio 
at once to the change in culinary politics. 

Though my adroit and active secretary had assured 
me of Antonia's secret e elf-congratulation on the con- 
quest of Ler landlord's heart, I could not venture to 
rely solely on his report. I was fearful lest lie should 
have been entrapped hy false appearances. To be 
more certain of my bliss, I determined on s[>eaking 
in person to the fair Antonia. I therefore went 
to Basil's house, and confirmed to him what my 
ambassador had announced. This honest peasant, 
of patriarchal simplicity and golden-aged frankness, 
after having heard me through, did not Iiesitate to 
own that it would be the greatest happiness of hia 
life to give jne Ilia daughter ; but, added he, you are 
by no mcana to suppose that it is because you are 
lord of the manor. ^Vere you still steward to Don 
Cajsar and Don Alphonso, I should prefer you to 
all otlier suitors who might apply : I have always 
felt a sort of Mndncss towards you ; and notliing 

3 me but that Antonia has not a thumping for- 
tune to bring with licr. I want not the vile droaa, 
said I ; lier person is the only dowry that I covet. 

7 humble servant for that, cried be ; but you will 
not settle accounts with me after that fashion ; I am 
not a beggar, to marry my daughter upon charity. 
Basil de Buenotrigo is in circumstances, by the 
blessing of Providence, to portion her off decently; 
and I mean tliat she should set out a little supper, if 
you are to be at the exi)ense of dinners. In a word, 
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the rental of lliia estate ia only five hundred ducitfa ; 
I bIioU miao it tu a thousand oh the strength of tliis 

Just aa yoa please, my dear Basil, replied I ; we 
are not likely to have any dispute about money mat- 
ters. M'e are both of a mind ; all that remains is 
to get your daughter's conacnt. You have mine, 
Buid he, and that is enough. Kot altogetlior so, an- 
Ewered I ; though yours may be absolutely necessary, 
no business can be done witliout hers. Hers follows 
mine of course, rcphcd he ; I eliould like to catch 
her murmuring against my sovereign commands I 
Anton ia, rejoined I, with dutiful submission to 
paternal authority, is ready, witliout question, to obey 
your will implicitly ui all things ; but I know not 
whether in the present instance she would do so 
without violence to her own feelings ; and, should 
that be the case, I could never forgive myself for 
being the occasion of unhappincss to her ; in short, 
it ia not enough that I obtain her hand from you, if 
her heart is to heave a sigh at the decision of her 
destiny, O, blessed virgin I said BasU j all these 
fine doctrines of philosophy are far above my reach; 
speak to Antonia your own self, and you will find, 
or I am very much mistaken, that she wishes for 
nothing better than to be your wife. These words 
were no sooner out of hia mouth, than ho called hia 
daughter, auil left me with her for a. few ehort 
minutes. 

Not to trifle with bo precious an opportunity, I 
broke my mind to her at once. Lovely jVntonia, 
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Bftid I, it remains with you to lix the color of 1117 
future days. Though I have your father's consent, 
do not think so meanly of me h^ to suppose that I 
would avail myself of it to violate the sacred (reedom 
of your choice. Rapturous as muat be the possession 
of your charms, I waive my prcteui^ions if you but 
tell me that your duty, and not your will, complies. 
It would be affectation to put on such a repu^^nance, 
answered ahe ; the honor of your addresses is too 
flattering to excite any other than agreeable eensar- 
tious, and I am tliankful for my father's tender care 
of me, instead of demurring to his will, I am not 
8urc whether such an acknowledgment may not be 
contrary to the rules of female rcser\c in tlie polite 
world ; but if you were disagreeable to me, I should 
be plain-spoken enough to tell you so ; why, then, 
should I not be equally free in owning the kind feel- 
ings of my heart? 

At sounds Lke these, which I could not hear witlw' 
oat being enraptured, I dropped on my kneo 
Antonia, and in the excess of my tender emotions, 
taking one of her fair hands, IdsBcd it with an aifec- 
donate and impassioned action, ily dear Antonia* 
said I, your finnkness enchants nie : go on ; let noth- 
ing induce you to depart from it; you are conversing 
with your future husband ; let your ioul expand 
itself, and reveal all its inmost emotions in his 
presence. Thus, then, may I entertain the flattering 
hope that you will not frown on tlic union of our 
destinies I Tlie coming in of Basil at this moment 
prerented me from giving further vent to tlie delight- 
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fill eensatioiis which fhrilled through me. TIm|Kn 
to know how his daughter had behaved, and ready 
primed for scolding in case she had been perverse or 
coy, he made up to me immediately. Well, now, 
Baid he, are you satiafied with Antonia? So much 
BO, answered I, that I am going this very moment 
to set forward the preparations for onr marriage. 
So saying, I left the father and daughter, for the 
purpose of taking counsel with my secretary there^ 
upon. 



CHAPTER IX. 



ther^^l 



mPTULB OP on. BLAS WITH THE FAIR AXTOyiA; THE 
AND MASNER OF THE CERBMOXVi TRE PeaSOHS A 
ISO TUBRBATi ASD TUB FESTIVlTIEa ByaUI.VO THERE- 
VKX. 

Thol'QII there was no occasion to consult with 
the lorda of Leyva about my marriage, yet both 
Scipio and myself were of opinion that I could not 
decently do otherwise than communicate to them my 
purpose of connecting myself with Basil's daughter, 
and just pay them the compliment of asking their 
advice, after the act was finally determined on. 

I immediately went off for Valencia, where my 
visit was a matter of surprise, and still more the 
purport of it. Don Cresar and Don Alphonso, who 
were acquainted ivith jintonia, having seen her more 
tlian ouce, wished mc joy on my good fortune in a 
wife. Don Ctesar, in particular, made his epeech 
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npon the occasion with ao tmich yoathfiil fin, 
if there had not been reawa to eopfMiae fau knlalup 
wcaacd, by that icy morali^ tine, from certaia 
naughty propensities. I dioald hare su^Mcted \ana 
of going to Lirias dow and tben, not ao much to 
look after his eoacema tbere, as after \aa little em- 
press of the daily. Seraphina, too, with the kindest 
aasuiances of a lively interest in Khatever might 
befall me, said that she liad bean] a very favorable 
character of Antonia ; but, added she, trith a 
malieious flin^, as if to taunt me witb my eupernlioaa 
reception of Sephora's amorous advances, even tliough 
her beauty had not been so much the talk of the 
country, I could have depended on your ta^te, from 
former experience of its delicacy and ^tidiouBneas. 
Don Caeear and hiis eon did not stop at cold ap- 
probation of my marriage, "biif declared -thatthey 
would defray all the expenses of it. Measure back 
your steps, wUd'they, to Liriaa, and stay quietly 
there till you hear further from us, ^Vlake no prep- 
aration for your nuptiak, for wc shall make tltat 
our concern. To meet their kind intentions with 
becoming gratitude, I returned to my mansion, and 
acquainted Basil and hie daughter with the projected 
kindness of our patrons. l\'e determined to wait 
their pleasure with as much patience as falls to the 
lot of poor human nature under such circumstances. 
Eight long days dragged out their tedious measure, 
and brought no tidings of our bliae. But the rewards 
of aelf-control are not the less assured for being alow : 
on the ninth, a coach drawn by four mules drove up. 
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with a cargo of mantua-makers for the bride, and 
assortment of rich silks on whicli to exerci&e their 
art. Several livery servaDta, mounted on mules, 
accompanied the cavalcade. One of them brought 
me a letter from Don Alphonso. That nobleman 
sent me word that lie would be at Lirias next day 
with liis father and his wife, and that the marriage 
ceremony should be performed on the day after that, 
by the viear-general of Valencia. And just so it 
came to pass : Don Cawar, his son, and . Seraphina, 
with that venerable dignitary, were punctual to thdr 
appointment, till four of them in a coach and six, — 
none of your mules, like the mantua-makers, — pre- 
ceded by another coach and four, with Seraphina's 
women ; and the rear was brought up by a company 
of the governor's guards. 

Tlie governor's lady had hardly entered the house 
before elie testified an ai-dent longing to see Antonia, 
who, on her part, no sooner knew thai Seraphina was 
arrived, tlian she ran forward to bid her welcome, 
with a respectful kiss upon her hand, so gi'acefiilly 
and modestly impressed, that all the company were 
enchanted at the action. And now, madam, said 
Don Ctesar to his daughter-in-law, what do yoa 
think of Antonia? Coidd Santillane have made a 
better choice? No, answered Seraphina; they are 
worthy each of the other ; there can be no doubt but 
their union will be most happy. In short, every one 
was lavish in the praise of my intended ; and if tliey 
felt her beams so powerftilly under the eclipse of a 
stuff gown, what miiat they not have endured from 
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her brightness iu the meridian sunshine of her 
wedding finery ! One would have fancied she had 
been clothed in silks, jewels, and fine linen from her 
cradle, by the dignity of her air and the ease of her J 
deportment. 

The happy moment which was to unite two fonc 
lovers in the bands of Hymen being arrived, Doi 
Alphonso took me by the hand and led me to tl 
altar, while Seraphina confeiTcd the like honor on" 
the bride elect. Our procession had marcheil in fit 
and decent order through the liamlet to the chapel, 
where the vicar-gencnd was waiting to go through 
service ; and the ceremony was performed amidst 
the heartfelt congratulations of the iiJiabitants, and 
of all the wealthy fanners in the neighborhood, 
whom Basil had invited to Antonia'e wedding. Thra 
daughters, too, came in their train, tricked out in ribj 
bona and in flowers, and dancing to the music o 
their own tambourines, fl'e returned to tlie n 
under the same escort; and there, by the provident 
attentions of Scipio, who officiated as high steward 
and master of the ceremonies, we found three tables 
set out J lone for the principals of the party, another 
for their household, and the third, which was by far 
the largest, for all invited guests promiscuously. 
Antonia was at the first, the governor's lady having 
made a point of it ; I did the honors of the second ; J 
and Basil was placed at the head of that where tl 
country people dined. As for Scipio, he never t 
down, but was here, there, and everywhere, fetching! 
and carrying, changing plates and tilUng bumpers 
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urging the compnnj to cidl freely for what i 
wanted, and egging tlieni on to mirth and jollity. 

The entertainment had been prepared by the 
governor's cooks ; and that is as much as to say 
that there were all the delicacies imaginable, in sea- 
son or out of season. The good wines laid in forme 
by Master Joachim were set running at a furious 
rate ; the gueafs were beginning to feel tlieir jovial 
influence, pleasantry and repartee gave a zest to 
conviviality, when on a sudden our harmony was 
interrupted by an alarming occurrence. My secre- 
tary, being in the hall where I was dining with Don 
Alphoneo's principal officers and Seraphiua's women, 
suddenly fainted. I started up and ran to his 
assistance ; and, while I was employed in bringing 
him abont, one of the women was taken ill also. It 
was evident to the whole company that this sympa- 
thetic malady must involve some mysterious incident, 
as in effect it turned out, almost immediately, that 
thereby hung a tale ; for Scipio soon recovered, and 
said to me in a low voice, ^\'liy must one man's 
meat be another man's poison, and the most auspicious 
of your days the curse of mine ? But every man 
bears the bundle of his sins upon his back, and my 
pack-saddle is once more thrown across my shoulders 
in the person of my wife. 

Powers of mercy ! exclaimed I, this can never be t 
It is all a romance. \VTiat ! you the husband of that 
lady whose nerv-es were so affected by the disturb- 
ance? Yes, sir, answered he, I am her husband; 
and ibrtune, if you will take the word of a sinner. 
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could not have done me a dirtier office than by con- 
juring up auch a grievance as ihis. I know not. my 
friend, replied I, what reasons you may have for thus 
belaboring your rib with wordy buffets ; but however 
she may be to blame, in mercy keep a bridle on your 
tongue ; if you have any regard for me, do not dis- 
plaee the mirth and spoil tlie pleasure of this nuptial 
meeting by ominoua disorder or enraged questione 
of past injuries. You shall have no reason to com- 
plain on that score, rejoined Scipio, but Bhali see 
presently wlietlter I am not a very apt dissembler. 

With this assurance he went forward to his wife, 
whom her companions had also brought ba<;k to 
life and recollection, and, embracing hor with M 
much apparent fervor na if his raptures hail lieeii 
real, Ab, my dear BeMrice, said be, heaven baa nt 
length united us again after ten year« of eniel fn'jiiw 
ratjoa I But thia blissful moment is well purcluufl^v 
by vrhole agea of torturing eus^tcnae ! I kofm- lui 
answered his spouse, whether you really nr« Ht I 
the happier for having recovered a ]>art of younwlfjl 
but of this at least I am fully ctTtain. tliU you ii 
had any reason to run avray from me aa yitu tVni, 
fine story indeed ! You found me mm ui0A ' 
Signor Don Ferdinaml de I^yva. wUi wim 'm Utf 
with my mistress Julia, awl crtiMiltMl tnf. 'm ii 
Bubject of bis pa«sion ; and only fiir ittal, jifU i 
takie it into your atu]>i<l head ibat I mm iMitulOt 
with liim against your \timur and iiiy </wii • (1 
upon thst poor brain of your* wm Im/wmI 
jealouiiy ; yoa qnittul T^ltiiri^ id a kwlf, mmiI tM* * 
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from your own flesh and blood as you would i 
monster of the deserts, without leaTing word why or 
wherefore. Now, which of us two, be so good as to 
tell nie, has most reason to take on and be pettish? 
Your own dear self, beyond all question, replied 
Scipio. Beyond all question, reechoed she,inyown 
ill-used self. Don Ferdinand, very shortly after you 
had taken yourself off from Toledo, married Julia, 
with whom I continued aa long as she lived ; and, 
after wc had lost her by sudden death, I came into 
my lady her sister's service, who, as well as all her 
maids, — and I would do as much for them, — will give 
me a good character ; honest and sober, and a very 
termagant among the impertinent fellows. 

My secretary, haling nothing to allege against 
auch a character from my lady and her maids, was 
determined to make the best of a bad bargain. Once 
for all, said he to his spouse, I acknowledge my had 
behavior, and beg pardon for it before this honorable 
assembly. It was now time for me to act the 
mediator, and to move Beatrice for an act of amnesty, 
assuring her that her husband from this time forward 
would make it the great object of his life to play the 
husband to her satisfaction. She began to see that 
there was reason in roasting of eggs, and all present 
were loud in their congratulations on the triumph 
of suffering virtue, and the renovated pledge of 
broken vows. To bind the contract firmer, and 
make it memorable, they were seated nest to one 
another at table ; their healths were drank according 
to the lawB of toasting : Wish you joy 1 Many 
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side : OOie VWJC Ja?^ ftWlCX ^UIC "SiSr nTrm^y -VTtt 

giTcn far xkor ittamsOiiciiii. miL mc iiL..»aKiizic a 
my maiTfi^e. 

The tfabd laliifr -w^ -diS: ixrs: At> le :*»sacK^ T^ 

out tlieir Uaxzhic^ p&rxaiszr ; "nat uaiil«mr3]i& fsmri 
up a meny leac ; a^^a^in-r^ £:«s&fiQ ir^s& isie- :c2ier 
taUeg, and caa^si iai±r •esurr-suzur s^crc ^job 'Att ^my 

iHtsde of the SOOat^ f-r^Sn- Tmnr. jcid 2UZ»C^ ci^TfTT 

indiridual va^ m jufjrl'AL z i2ie ixAiiieikiiti <m dae* sot* 
emar and his lady f jEated a ««i. ^ort n^:«B ihe ras- 
tics of the ooa^MBT. viok izicEt sopencc^ dsd soc 
disdain to mmgif- -rah the hoBii&ijer duMersw IV»i 
Alphonso danced a sirabasid viih Ser^iUiia, asd 
Don Caesar another wnh Aim:«ma. who a&erv^mls 
took me for her paitner. She did not perform much 
amiss, oonaderin^ that she never got modi fbrther 
than the fire po«ition£, in learning which she had her 
ankles kicked to jHeces by a j»ovinciaI dancing-mas- 
ter at Albarazin, while <m a visit to a tradesman's 
wife, one of her rehuions. As for me, who, as I 
have aheadv said, had taken lessons at the Marchion- 
ess de Chaves's, I figured away as the principal 
man in this rural ballet. With regard to Beatrice 
and Scipio, they preferred a little private conversa- 
tion to dancing, that they might compare notes on 
the subject of wear and tear during the painful period 
of separation : but their billing and cooing was in- 
terrupted by Seraphina, who, having been infonuod 
of this dramatic discovery, sent for them to jvay the 
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customary compliments of congratulation. My good 
people, said she, on this day of general joy, it gives 
me additional pleasure to see yoa two restored to 
one another, ^ly fi-iend Scipio, I return you your 
wife under a firm belief that she has always con- 
ducted herself as became a woman ; take up your 
abode with Iier here, and be a good liusband to her. 
And you, Beatrice, attach yom-self to Aiitonia, and 
let her be aa much the object of your devoted ser- 
vice, as Signer de Santillane is that of your husband. 
Scipio, who could not possibly, after this, tliink of 
Penelope as fit to hold a candle to his own wife, 
promised to treat lier with all the deference due to 
Buch a paragon of conjugal fidelity. 

The country people, ha^dng kept up the dance till 
late, withdrew to their own homes; but the rejoicings 
were prolonged by the company in the house. There 
was a grand finpper, and at bed-time the vicor-general 
pronounced the blessing of cunsununatiun. Sera- 
phina undressed the bride, and the lorda of Leyva 
did me die same honor. The ridiculous part of the 
business was, tliat Don Alphonsu'a oflScera and Ills 
lady's attendants took it into their lieads, by way of 
diverting themselves, to perform the same ceremony : 
they also undressed Beatrice and Scipio, who, to 
render the scene supremely farcical, gravely all owed 
themselves to'be untrussed, and put to bed \ 
nuptial pomp and state. 
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" Tia heaven ttmlT, 'Ui ecstaej of bliss, 
tTnintcrmpted yaj, nntired excesE ; 
Mirtb following rairth, tbe mameau d>nce away ; 
Lute claims (he night, and fiieniUhip rules tbe day." 

On tlie day after the wedding, the lords of Leyi 
returned to Valencia, after having lavished t 
tliousotid mnrka of friendship. There was 
general clearance, that nij- secretary and mvM 
with our respective wives, and our usual cstablif 
ment, were left in undisturbed possession of our o' 
home. 

The efibrta which we both made to pteaec r 
dies were not thrown away ; I breatlied by d 
into the partner of my joys and sorrows as much 
love for mc as I entertained fur her ; and Scipio 
made hia better part forget tbe woes and privations 
he had occasioned her. Beatrice, who had very 
winning ways with lier, and was all things to all 
women, had no difficulty about worming herself into 
the good graces of her new mistress, and gaining 
her complete confidence. In short, we all four 
agreed admirably well together, and began to enjoy 
a bliaa above the common lot of humanity. Every I 
'day rolled along more delightfully than tlie lasta^ 
Antonia was pensive and demure ; but Beatrice s 
myself were enlisted in the crew of mirth ; and e 
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though we had been eonatitutionally sedate, Scipio 
was among ua, and ho was of liimself a pill to purge 
melancholy. Tlie best creature in the world for a 
snug little party ! one of those merry drolla who have 
only to show their comical faces, and set the tiiblo in 
a roar of inextinguishable laughter. 

One daj', when we had taken a fancy to go after 
dinner, and doze away the usual interval in the most 
sequestered spot about the grounds, my secretary got 
into Buch exuberant spirits as to chase away the 
drowsy god by Iiis exhilarating sallies. Do hold 
your tongue, nfy loquacious friend, said I ; or else, 
if you are determined to wage war against this lazy 
custom of our afternoons, at least tell us something 
which we shall be the iviser forbearing. With all 
my heart and soul, sir, answered he. Would you 
have me go througli nil fubuluiis histories of wander- 
ing kiiighta, distressed dnmsela, giants, enchanted 
castles, and the whole train of legendary adventures ? 
I had much rather hear your own true history, re- 
plied I ; but that is a pleasure which you have not 
thought fit to give me bo long as wc liave lived to- 
gether, and I seem likely to go without it to the end 
of the chapter. How happens that ? said he. if I 
have not told you my own story, it is bceaiise-ytm 
never expressed the slightest wiah to be troubled with 
the recital : therefore it is not my fault if you are in 
the dark nbout my past life ; but if yon are really at 
all curious to be let into the secret, my loquacity is 
very much at your service on the occasion. Antonia, 
Beatrice, and myself unanimously took him at hia 
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word, and arranged oarsdTes for Estenmg Eke an 
attentive audience. The speculadoti wa^ a safe one 
on our parts ; for the tale was sore to answer, either 
as a stimulant or a %cffon6c, 

I certainly ought to have been descended, said 
Scipio, firom some fiunflj of the highest rank and 
earliest antiquity ; or, in defiuilt of such parentage, 
from the most distinguished orders of personal merit, 
such as that of St. James of Alcantara, if a man maj 
be permitted to decide on the fittest circumstances 
for his own birth : but as it is not among the priv- 
il^es of human nature to dect one's own father, 
you are to know that mine, br name Torribio Scipio, 
was a subaltern mvrmidon of the Holv Brotherhood. 
As he was going back and fore on the king^s high- 
way, and looking after business in his own line, he 
met, once on a time, between Cuen^ and Toledo, 
with a young Bohemian babe of chance, who ap- 
peared very pretty in his eyes. She was alone, on 
foot, and carried her whole patrimony at her back in 
a kind of knapsack. AVhither are you going, my 
litde darling? said he in a philandering tone of 
Toioe, unlike the natural hoarseness of his accents. 
Crood worthy gentleman, answered she, I am going 
to Toledo, where I hope to gain an honest livelihood 
hy hook or by crook. Your intentions are highly 
oonunendable, retorted he ; and I doubt not but you 
have many a hook and many a crook among the im- 
plements of your trade. Yes, with a blessing on 
my endeavors, rejoined she : I have se\'eral little 
ways of doing for myself: I know how to make 
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waehes and creams for the ladicB* faces, perfumoa 
their noees and tlicir chambers ; then I can tell for- 
tunes, can search for tilings lost with a sieve and 
shears, and erect figures for the taking in of shadows 
with a glass. 

Torribio, concluding that so well provided a girl 
would be a very advantageous match for a man like 
himself, who could scarcely scrape whcrewitlial to 
support life by liis own profession, though he was as 
good a thief-taker as the best of them, made her an 
offer of marriage, and she was nothing loath, nor 
prudisldy coy. They flew on the wings of inclina- 
tion and convenience to Toledo, where tliey were 
joined together ; and you behold in me the happy 
pleflge of holy and lawful matrimony. They fixed 
themselves in a shop on the outskirts of the town, 
where my mother commenced her career by selling 
the Eoid washes, creams, tapes, laces, silk, thread, 
toys, and pedler'a ware ; but trade not being brisk 
enough to live comfortably by it, she turned fortune- 
teller. This drew her customers, got her counte- 
nance, credit, crowns, and pistoles : a thousand dupea 
of either sex soon trumpeted up the reputation of 
CoBclina ; for bo my gypsy mamma had the honor to 
be named. Some one or other came every day tfl 
bargain for the exereise of her skill in the black art ; 
at one time a nephew at Iiia wit's and purse's end, 
wanting to know how soon his uncle was to set ofi" 
post for the other world, and leave behind him where- 
withal to piece his worn-out fortunes ; at another, 
some yielding, lovesick girl, to in(|uire whether the 
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Bwain who kept her companr, and had proniUvil 
many her, would keep his wonl or be (also-Iiviirted. 

You will take notice, if tou please, ihnt 
alwaya soM good luck for good money : if the acvou^ 
pliahment trod on the heels of the prediction, well 
and good ; if it was fiilfilled acrording to tlic rule 
of contFttriea, she was always cool, though the pnr- 
tiea were ever so violently in a passion, and told 
them plainly that itn-ss her familiar's fault, not hoi's ; 
for though she paid him the higliest wages, and hnuiul 
htm hy potent spells to stir up the caldron of f\itu- 
rity from the bottom, Uke earthly cooks, he would 
sometimes be careless or out of humor, and appoi^ 
tion the ingredients wrongly, 

Wlien my mother thought the conjuncture inuinent- 
oua enough to raise the devil without chraiioiiiiig 
him in the eyes of the vulgar, Tiirribio Sc-ipio en- 
acted his infernal majesty, and playcti th<] part Juit 
as if he had been born to it, humoring the hidemw 
features of the character by a verj' smidl nggravatiofl 
of his own natural face, and praeiining the pniul** 
monian note of elocution in the hiwr-r oduvn of hi* 
Toioe. A person in the slighteat degren «ii{Ktr«tilin4M 
would be scared out of his Benaca at my fntluT'a i\i(urii, 
But one day, as his satanic prototyjM: vrmiUi liavn il, 
there came a savage rascal of a eR|tt«in, wlio «alMH| 
to see the devil, for no cartldy \iur]tiim iiut lo run 
him clean through iJic Imdy. 'n)!^ liu^uiriinni, (inv* 
ing received notice of the detil'a rbntli, Mtit tii InIm 
charge of hU wiiiuw. aocl wliaiuuti-r Ui |>t« irftM-l« j 
SB for poor hltle me, jtutM-ven vMtra ok) Hi llw> tittm, 
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I was Bent to tlie foundling hospital. There were 
some charitable ecclesiiistics on that establishment, 
who, being liberally paid for the education of the 
poor orphans, were so zealous in their office .as to 
teach them reading and writing. They fancied there 
was soinetliing particularly promising about me, 
wliieh made them pick me out from all the rest, and 
send me on their errands. I was letter-carrier, mes- 
senger, and chapel-clerk. As a token of their grati- 
tude, they undertook to teach me Latin ; but their 
mode of tuition was so hargh, and their discipline bo 
severe, though I was a sort of pet with them, that, 
not being able to stand it longei-, I ran away one 
morning while out on an errand, and, bo far from 
returning to the hospital, got out of Toledo through 
tlie suburbs on the Seville side. 

Though I had not then completed my nintli year, 
I already felt the pleasure of being free, and master 
of my own actions. I was without money and with- 
out food : no matter ! I had no lessons to say by 
heart, no themes to hammer out. After having 
pushed on for two hours, my little legs began to re- 
fuse their office. I liad never before made so long a 
trip. It became necessary to stop .^jid take some 
rest. I sat myself down at the foot of a tree close 
by the Iiighway j there, by way of amusement, I took 
my grammar out of my jioeket, and began conning 
it over by way of a joke : but at lengtli, coming to 
recollect the raps on the knuckles, and the caati^r- 
tiona on the more classical seat of punishment which 
it had cost me, I tore it leaf by leaf with an apostrophe 
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of angry import. All I you odioiia thing of a bookT 
you shall never make me shed teara any more. 
While I waa assuaging my vindictive spirit by 
Btrewiiig the ground uhout me with declensions anil 
conjugations, there passed that way a hermit with a 
white beard, with a large pair of spectacles on his 
nose, and altogether eu outside of much sanetity. 
He came up to me ; and, if I wa^ an object of spec- 
ulation to him, he was no less so to me. ify little 
man, said he with a smile, it should seem as if wc had 
both taken a eudden liking to each other ; and in that 
case we cannot do better than to live together in my 
hermitage, whicli is not two hundred yards distant. 
Your most obedient for that, answered I, pertly 
enough ; I liavc not the least desire to turn hermit. 
At this auawer, the gfwd old man set up a roar of 
laughter, and smd with a kind embrace, You must 
not be frightened at my dress ; if it is not becoming, 
it is usehd ; it gives me my title to a charming 
retreat, and to tlie good-will of the neighboring 
^■illages, whose inhabitants lo^-e, or rather idolize me. 
Come tliia way, and I will elothc you in a jacket of 
tlie same stuff as mine. If you tliink well of it, you 
ehall share with me the pleasures of the life I lead ; 
and, if it does not hit your fancy, you shall not only 
be at liberty to leave me, but you may depend on it 
that in tlie eveutof our parting, I shall not fail to do 
eometliing handsome by you. 

I suffered myself to be persuaded, and fiillowcd 
the old hermit, who put several questions to rac, 
which I answered with a truth-telling simplicity not 
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alwaya to be found in a more advanced stage of 
morality. On our arrival at the liennitage, he set 
some fruit before me, which I devoured, having eaten 
nothing all day but a BJice of dry bread, on which 1 
had breakfasted at the hospital in the morning. Tho 
recluse, seeing me play so good a part with my jaws, 
Baid, Courage, my good boy I do not spare my fruit ; 
there is plenty of it, heaven be praised. I have not 
brought you hither to starve you. And indeed that 
was true enough ; for an hour after our coming in, 
he kindled a fire, put a leg of mutton down to roast, 
and, while I turned the spit, laid a small table for 
himself and me, with a very dirty napkin upon it. 

When the meat was done enough, he took it up, 
and cut some shces for our supjwr, which was no 
dry bargain, since we quaffed a delicious wine, of 
which he had laid in ample store. Well, my chicken, 
said he, as he rose from table, arc you satisfied with 
my style of living ? You see how we shall fare every 
day, if you fix your quarters here. Then, with 
respect to liberty, yon shall do just as you please in 
this hermitage. All I require of you is to accompany 
me, whenever I go begging to the neighborfaig 
villages ; you will be of use in driving an ass laden 
with two panniers, wliich the charitable peasants 
usually fill with eggs, bread, meat, and fish. 1 ask 
no more than that. I will do, said I, whatever you 
desire, provided you will not oblige me to learn 
Latin. Priar Clirysostora — for that was the old 
hermit's name — could not help smiling at my school- 
boy firowardnesB, and assured me once more that he 
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should not pretend to interfere either with my 
studies or my inclinations, 

On the very next day we went on a foraging 
party with the donkey, wliich I led by the halter. 
We mado a profitable gleaning ; for all tiie farmerB 
took a pleasure in throwing Bomewhat into our 
panniers. One chucked in an uncut loaf, another a 
large piece of bacon ; here a goose, there a pair of 
giblets, and a partridge to crown the whole. But 
without entering further into particulars, we carried 
home provender enough for a week ; and hence you 
may infer the CBteem and friendship in which the 
country people held the holy man. It is true that 
he was a great blessing to the neighborhood ; his 
advice was always at their service when they cume 
to consult him : he restored peace where discord had 
reigned in families, and made up matches for the 
daughters ; he had a nostrum for almost any dii 
1 you could mention, with an assortment of pi< 
\ rituals to avert the curse of barrenness. 
M Hence you perceive that I was in no danger 
starving in my hermitage. My lodging, too, waa 
none of the worst ; stretched on good fresh straw, 
with a cushion of ratteen under my head, and a 
coverlet over me of the same stuff. I made but one 
nap of it all night. Brother Chrysostom, who had 
promised me a hennlt's dress, made up an old gown 
of his own for me, and called me little brother 
Scipio. No sooner did I appear in my religious 
imifbrm, than tlie ass's back suffered for 
Bppearance in the eyes of the villagers. It was 
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should give inrist to the little brother I so much were 
tliey delighted with lu3 spruce figure. 

The easy, slothful life I led witli the old hermit 
could not be very revolting to a boy of my age. On 
the contrary, it suited my taste so exactly, that I 
should ItavG continued it to this time, but that the 
fates and destinies were weaving a more complicated 
tissue for my future years. It was cast in the figure 
of my nati\'ity, early to rouse myself from the 
effeminacy of a religious life, and to take leave of 
brother Chrysostom after the following manner. 

I oflen observed the old man at work upon his 
pillow, imaewing and sewing it up again ; and one 
day, I saw him put in some money. This circum- 
stance excited a tingling curiosity, which I promised 
myaelf to satisfy the first time he went to Toledo, as 
ho generally did once a week. I waited impatiently 
for the day, but as yet, without any other motive 
than the mere desire of prying. At last the good 
man went his way, and I impicked his pillow, where 
1 found, among the stuffing, tlie amount of about 
fifty cro^vns in all sorts of coin. 

This treasure must have accumulated from the 
gratitude of the peasantry, whom the hermit had 
cured by hia nostrums, and of their wives, ivho had 
become pregnant by virtue of hia spiritual interfer- 
ence. But however it got there, I no sooner set my 
eyes on the money, which might be mine without 
any one near me to say nay, than the gypsy voice (if 
nature and pedigree spoke within me. An inex- 
tinguishable itch of pilfering tingled in my veins, 
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Child as I wa&. I knew beoer limaixiii^de 
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would bare faaLmoed aocxamta witk lat am a ^erw 
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to a veij good porpoee. This good woman no 

sooner kenned me, than, judging by my dress that I 

must be a truant from the orphan sdiool, she asked 

who I was and whither I was going. I answered 

that, having lost my fiither and mother, I was look- 
Toi.. ni« 14 
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iiig for n place. Ciin you read, my dear? aaid alie. 
I aeaiired her that I could read, and write, too, with 
the beat of Uieni. In point of fact I could juat form 
my letters, and joiQ them so as to look a little like 
writing ; and that was clerkship enough for a village 
pothouae. Then I will take you into my eervice, 
replied tlie hostess. You may earn your board easily 
enough by scoring up the customers and keeping 
my ledger. I shall give you no wages, because this 
inn is fi^Mjuentcd by very genteel company, who 
never forget the waiters. You may reckon upon 
Tery coDsidei'able perquisites. 

I clinched the bargain, reserving to myself, as 
you may suppose, tlie right of emigration whenever 
my abiKle at Galves should cease to be pleasant. 
No sooner was I settled in my place, than a weight 
lay heavy on my mind. I did not wish it to be 
known that I had money ; and it was no easy matter 
to devise where it could be hidden, so as that what 
was sauce for the goose should not be sauce For the 
gander. I was not yet well enough acquainted with 
the house to trust tlie places obviously most proper 
for such a deposit. "What a source of embarrassment 
is great wealth ! I determined, however, on a comer 
of our granary under some straw ; and, beliei-ing it 
to be safer there than anywhere else, made myself 
aa easy about it as I well could. 

The household consisted of thi-ee servants — a 
lubberly ostler, a young Galician chambermaid, and 
myself. Each of us sponged what we could upon 
travellers, whether on foot or on horseback. 1 
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and behold^ there was m j bag ! Two hudb ia a 
didi and one in a purse, was not one of hmr pii>^vfh$ ; 
so diat, findnig the contents in crowns and pi$l\di>$« 
die dioagfat, or seemed to think, that the money \va$ 
lawfuDj and b<Hiestlj hers. At least she hml 
possession, and that is nine points of the Iaw« thrni^ 
searcelj one of honesty. But to do the thiixj:^ 
decently, after calling me little wretch, littlo ra^tnil, 
and so forth, she ordered the ostler, a fellow without 
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any will but hers, to give me a hearty Roggmgi 
then tuTDGil me out of doors, with this salt eel for my 
breakfast, and a lady-like oath that no light-fingered 
gentry should ever darken her doors. In vain did 
I protest and vow that I hatl never wronged my 
mistress : she affirmed the direct contrary, and her 
■word would go further thiui mine at any time. Thus 
were friar Chrj^sostom's savings transferred from one 
thief to a greater thief in the tluef-taker. 

I wept over the loss of my mohey as a father over 
the death of his only son ; and tliough my tears could 
not bring back what I had lost, they at least answered 
the purpose of exciting pity in some people, who saw 
how bitterly tliey flowed, and among otiiers in the 
parson, who was accidentally going by. He seemed 
affected by my sad plight, and took me home with 
him. There, to gain my confidence, or rather to 
pump me, he began eoothiiig my sorrows. How 
much this poor child is to be pitied I said he. Is it 
any wonder if, thrown upon the wide world at 80 
tender an age, he has committed a bad action? 
Grown up men arc not always proof against the 
flesh or the devil. Then, addressing me. Child, 
added he, from what part of Spain do you come, 
and who are your parents ? You have the look of 
family about you. Open your heart to me confiden- 
tially, and depend upon it, I never will desert you. 

His reverence, by this kind and insinuating lan- 
guage, engaged me by degrees to tell him all my 
history, without falsification or reserve. T owned 
everything; and thus he moralized on the leading 
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artjclc of my confcasiuD : My little friend, tltough 
hermits ought to lay up such treasures as neillier 
force nor fraud can wrest from them, that was no 
excuse for your taiung the measure of punii^hmeut 
into your omi hands : by robbing brother Chrysoa- 
tom, you nevertheless sinned against that article of 
the decalogue which tells you not to etenl; but-J^ 
will engage to make the hostess return the i 
and will punctually remit it to the reverend friar fl 
his hermitage: you may tlierefore make your c 
science perfectly easy on that score. Now, bctwec 
ourselves, my eonseienee was perfectly callous i 
everything like compunction with respect to the ci 
in question. The parson, who hod his own ends t 
answer, hud not done with me vet. My lad, pursueC 
hs, I mean to take you by the hand, and find a good 
berth for you. I shall send you to-morrow morning, 
by the carrier, to my nephew, a canon of Toledo, 
lie will not refuse, at my request, to admit you upon 
his establishment, wlicrc they live like so many sons 
of the church, rosily, merrily, and fatly, upon the 
rents of his prcbendid stall ; you will be perfectly 
comfortable there, take my word for it. 

Patronage like this gave me so much encourage- 
ment, that I did not throw away another thought 
either upon my bag or my whipping. My mind was 
wholly occupied with the idea of living rosily, mer- 
rily, and fatly, like a son of tlio church. The fol- 
lowing day, at breakfast time, there came, according 
lo orders, a midctecr to the parsonage, with two 
mules saddled and bridled. They helped me to 
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mount one, the muleteer flung hia leg over the other, 
and we trotted fur Toledo. My fellow-traveller was 
a good, pleasunt compsinion, and desired nothing bet- 
ter tlian to indulge his humor at tlie expense of his 
neighbor. My little volunteer, said he, you have a 
good fiiend in his reverence, the minister of Galvea. 
He eould not give you a better proof of his kindness 
than by placing you with iiis nephew the canon, whom 
I have the honor of knowing, far beyond all (juestion 
or comparison, to be the cock of the chapter ; and a 
hearty one he is. None of your lantcm-jawed saints, 
with Lent in his face, a cat-of-nine-tails on his back, 
and a cholera morbus in his belly. No such thing I 
Our doctor is rubicund in the jowl, efflorescent on 
the nose, with a wicked eve at a bumper or a girl ; 
militant against no earthly pleasure, but most ad- 
dicted to the good things of the table. You will be 
aa snug there as a bug in a blanket. 

This hangman of a midetcer, perceiving with what 
exquisite satisfaction I took in all tliis, went on tan- 
talizing me with the joya of an ecclesiastical life. 
He never dropped the subject till we got to the vC- 
lage of Obisa, and stopped there to refresh our mules. 
Then, while bustling about the inn, he accidentally 
dropped a paper from hia pocket, which I was cun- 
ning enough to pick up without his eceing me, and 
took an opportunity of reading while he was in the 
stable. It was a letter addressed to the governors 
and eujwrintendents of tlie oiphan school, conceived 
in these terms : — 
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Gentlemen : I consider it as an act at once of 
charity and of duty to send you back a little 
truant ; he seems a slirewd lad enough, and may 
do very ■well with good lookijig after. By dint 
of hard and frequent chastisement, I doubt not but 
you will ultimately bring liini to a senBC of his own 
unworthinesB and your benevidence. May a bless- 
ing be vouclisafed on your pious and charitable la- 
bors for the early extirpation of sin and wickedness ! 
(Signed) "The Minister of Galves." 

When I had finished reading this pleasant letter, 
which let me into the good intentions of his rever- 
ence the rector, It required little dehberation to de- 
termine what I was to do : from the inn to the banks 
of the Tague, a space of three good miles, was but 
a hop, step, and jump. Fear lent me wings to es- 
cape from the governors of the foundling hospital, 
whither I was absolutely resolied never to return, 
having formed principles of taste diametrically op- 
posite to their metiiod of teaching the classics, I 
went into Toledo with as light a heart as if I had 
known where to get my daily bread. To be sure, 
it is a town of ways and means, where a man who 
can live by his wits need never die of hunger. 
Scarcely had I reached the liigh street, when a well- 
dressed gentleman, by whom I brushed, caught me 
by the arm, saying. My little fellow, do you want a 
place ? You are just such a smart lad as I waa look- 
ing for. And you are just the master for my money, 
answered I. Since that is the case, rejoined he, you 
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are mine from this moment, and have only to foITOff 
me. which I did without asking any more queetiuna. 

This spark, ahout the age of thirty, and bearing 
the name of Don Abel, lodged in very handsome 
ready-ftimished apartments. He was by profeseion 
a blacklegs ; and the following was the nature of omr 
engagement. In the morning I got him as nincb 
tobaeeo as would smoke five or six pipes ; brushed 
his clothes, and ran for a barber to shave liim and 
trim his whiskers ; after which he made the circle of 
the tennis-courts, whence he never returned home 
till eleven or twelve at night. But every morning, 
at going out, he gave me three reals for the expenses 
of the day, leaving me master of my own time till 
ten o'clock in the evening ; and, provided I was with- 
in doors by his return, all was well, lie gave me a 
livery besides, in which I looked like a little lackey 
of illicit love. I took very kindly to my condition, 
and certainly could not have met with any more con- 
genial with my temper. 

Such and so happy had been my way of life for 
nearly a month, when my employer inquired whether 
I liked his service ; and on my answer in the affirm- 
ative, AVell, then ! resumed he, to-morrow we shall 
set out for Seville, whither my concerns call me. 
You will not be sorry to see the ca[iital of Andalu- 
sia. "He that hath not Se^'ille seen," says the prov- 
erb, "Is no traveller I ween." I engaged at once 
to follow him all over the world. On that verj- day, 
the Seville eaiTier fetched away a large trunk with 
my master's wardrobe, and on the next morning we 
were on the road for Andalusia. 
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SgDOP I>oo Abd was so lucky at play, that he 
nerer ijst but when it was convenient ; but tlu*n it 
fleUom coaTenient to star long in a place, be* 
those who are always losers find out, at luiit, 
tint tiioi^i chance is a dangerous antogoniAt, <.*er- 
tamh' it is a desperate one ; and that accounteil tur 
our jooriKT. On our arrival at Seville, we Umk 
kdgii^ near the Cordova gate, ami resumed the 
same mode of life as at Toledo. But my nuuiter 
fimnd some diflference between the two towrui. The 
Seville tennis-coorts could produce pUyeni ef|uaUy 
in finrtnne's good graces with himself; inj that he 
sometimes came home a gocxl deal out o( humor. 
One morning, when he was biting the bridle for the 
loss of a hundred pistoles the day Ijefore, he oiiked 
why I had not carried hi.s linen to the laundrciis. I 
pleaded forgetfidness. Thereu{)on, flying into a 
passion, he gave me half-a-dozen boxes on the car 
in such a style, as to kindle an illumination in my 
blinking eyes, to which the glories of Solomon's 
temple were no more to be compared, than the 
torches in a Candlemas procession to a ruslwlight. 
There is for you, you little scoundrel I said he ; take 
that, and learn to mind your business. Must I be 
eternally at your heels to remind you of what you 
are to do ? Are your brains in your belly, and all 
your wits in your grinders ? You are not a down- 
right idiot. Then why not prevent my wants and 
anticipate my orders ? After this experimental lec- 
ture, he went out for the day, leaving me in high 
dudgeon at a reprimand so much in the manner of 
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my friend the ostler, for such a trifle ae not g 
up his things for the wash. 

I could never learn wliat happened to him a ehort 
time after at a tennis-court ; but one evening he came 
home in a terrible heat. Scipio, said he, I am bent 
on going to Italy, and must embark the day after to- 
morrow on board a vessel bound for Genoa. I have 
my reasons for making this little ejtcursioD ; of course 
you will be glad to attend me, and to profit by so 
fine an opportimily of seeing the loveliest cotmtry 
on the face of the earth. My tongue gave consent ; 
but with a salvo in my heart, and a bargain with my 
revenge, to give him the slip just at the moment of 
embarkation. This was so delightful a scheme, that 
I could not help imparting it to a bully byprofession, 
whom I met in the street. During my abode in Se- 
viDe, I had picked up some awkward acquaintance, 
and this was one of the moat ungainly. I told him 
how and why my ears had been boxed, and then 
communicated ray project of running away from Don 
Abel just before the ship was to sail, begging to 
know what he thougiit of the plan. 

My bluff adviser puckered liis eyebrows while he 
listened, and fiddled with liia fingers about his whis- 
kers : then, blaming my master very seriously. My 
little hero, said he, you arc eternally disgraced, can 
never show your face again, if you sit down qiuetly 
with so palhy a satisfaction as what you propose. 
To let Don Abel go off by himself would be a poor 
revenge for wrongs like yours ; the punishment 
should be proportioned to his crime. Let ub fine 
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im to tlie Aill amount of Lis purse and effects, 
which we will share like brothers after he is gone. 
Now, it is to be noted that though tliieving fell in 
very naturaUy with the bent of my genius, the pro- 
posal rather startled me, as tlie robbery was upon a 
large scale for so young an appreiitice. 

And jet the arch deceiver of my innocence found 
tlie means of working me up to the i}erpetration, so 
that the result of our enterprise was as follows : This 
glorious ruffian, n tall, brawiiy fellow, came in the 
evening abtnit twilight to our lodging. I showed 
ray master's ti'avelling tnmk I'cady packet!, and 
asked him whether he could carry so heavy a load 
upon his shoulders. So hea^y as that! said he: 
Bhow me where a transfer of property is to Ite made 
in my favor, and I could run with Jvoali's ark to the 
top of Mount Ararat. To prove his words, he felt 
the trunk, flung it carelessly over hia back 
Bcampered down stairs. I followed nimbly ; and 
had just got to the street door, when Don Al 
brought home in the nick of time by the aBcend< 
of his lucky etars, stood like an apparition, to apj 
our guilty souls. 

Whither are yon going ^vith that trunk ? said lie. 
I waa BO taken by surprise, that my assurance failed 
me J and broad-slioulders, finding that he had drawn 
a blank in the lottery, threw down his bootj-, and 
took to his heels, rather than be troubled for an ex- 
planation. Onco more, whither are you going with 
that tnmk? said my muster. Sir, answered I, with 
all tJie honest simplicity of a cruninal pleadii 
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arrest of" judgment, I was going to put it oa b 
the Teseel, ihat we might have the less to do to- 
morrow, before we embark ourselves. Indeed ! 
TJien you know, retorted he, in wliat ship I have 
taken my passage? No, sir, replied I; but those 
who can talk Latin may always find their way to 
Home : I should have inquired at tlie port, and 
somebody would have infomied me. At this ex- 
planation, whieh left liis opinion where it found it, 
he darted a furious glance at mc. I tliought, for 
all the world, he was going to eulF me again about 
the bead. AVho ordered you, cried be, to take my 
trunk out of this house? You, your own self, said 
I. Can you possibly have forgotten how you rated 
me but a few days ago ? Did not you tell me, with 
a flea in my ear, that you would have me prevent 
your wants, and do beforehand from my own head 
whatever your ser^'ice might i-cquire? Now, not to 
be threshed a second time for want of forethought, 1 
was seeing your trunk safe and soon enough on board. 
On this the gamester, finding tlmt 1 had cut my 
teeth of wisdom sooner than suited his purpose, 
turned me oiF very coolly, saying. Go about your 
business, Master Scipio, and speed as you may de- 
serve. I do not like to play with folks who are in 
the habit of revoking. Get out of my sight, or I 
shall set your solfeggio in a crying key. 

I spared him the trouble of telling me to go twice. 
Off I shot like an arrow, for fear he shoidd unfledga 
me by taking away my livery. When distant enough 
to slacken my pace, I walked along the streets, 
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whither I might betake myself for a night's 
lodging, with only two reals in my pocket. The 
gate of the arehbiahop's palace at length stared mo 
the face; and, as hia grace's eiippor was tlien 
a savory odor exiialed from the kitchens, 
impregnating the gale with soup and sauce for a mile 
round. Ods haricots and cutlets ! thought I ; it 
lid be no hard matter forme to lEspense with one 
of those little side dishes, which will be of no use to 
the archbishop but to make out the figure of his 
table : nay, I would be contented only just to dip in 
my four fingers and thumb, and then to sup like a 
bear upon suckings. But how to accomplish it ! Is 
there no way of bringing these choice morsels to 
n better test than that of smell? And why not? 
Hunger, they say, will break through stone walla. 
On tliis idea did I set my wits to work ; and, by 
dint of conning over the subject, a, stratagem struck 
me, which set my lunga as well as appetite hi motion, 
just as the old carpenter kept bawling, "I have 
found it," like a madman, when he had hit the right 
nail of his proposition on the head. I ran into the 
court of the palace, and made the best of my way to 
the kitchens, calling out with all my might, ' ' Help ! 
help I " as if some assassin had been at my heels. 

At my reiterated cries. Master Diego, the arch- 
bishop's cook, ran with three or four kitchen drudges 
to learn what was the matter ; and seeing only me, 
asked why I roared so loud. Ah, good sir, answered 
I, with every token of exquisite distress, for mercy's 
^ake and for St. Polycarp's, save me, I beseech you, 
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tlie tury of a blusterer, who swears he will ■ 
me. But where is this disturber of tho public peace ? 
cried Diego. You liave no one to quarrel with but 
yourself; for I do not see so much as a cat to epit at 
you. Go your ways, my little man, and do not be 
afraid ; it is evidently some wag who has been play- 
iQg upon your cowardice for liis diversion ; but he 
knew better than to follow you within these wdls, 
for we would have cut his ears off at the least. No, 
no, said I, it was for no laughing matter that he ran 
after me. Ho is a noted footpad, and meant to rob 
mc ; I am ccrtam that he is now waiting for me at 
the corner of tlie street. Then he may wait long 
enough, replied the knight of the iron spit ; for yon 
shall stay here till to-morrow. You shall sup with 
us, and we will give you a bed. 

I was out of my little wits with joy at tho mcntioii 
of these last tidings ; and it was like the turnpike road 
to parjtdise after crossing an Arabian desert, when, 
being led by Master Diego through the kitchens, I 
tliere saw my lord archbishop's supper, and the 
stew-pans in the last tliroes of parturition. There 
were fifteen accountable souls — for I reckoned them 
up — in attendance on tho labor; but the litter of 
dishes far outnumbered the fecundity of nature in 
her most prolific mood : so much more gracious and 
bountiful is providence to the heads of the church in 
the indulgence of their appetites, tlian mmdful of tlie 
worthless brute creation in tlie propagation of its 
kind. Here it was, at the fountain head of prelacy, 
inhaling an atmospliere of gravy, instead of just 
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snuffing the scent as it laj upon the breeze, that I 
first shook hands with sensuality. I had the honor 
of supping with the scullions, and of sleeping in 
their room — an initiation of firiendship so sincere and 
strong, that on the foUowing day, when I went to 
tliank Master Diego for his goodness in vouchsafing 
me a refuge, he said. Our kitchen lads have been 
with me in a body, to declare how excessively de- 
lighted they are with your manners, and to propose 
having you among them as a fellow-servant. How 
should you, on your part, like to make one of the so- 
ciety ? I answered that with such a feather in my cap, 
I should be the vainest and the h^piest of mortals. 
Then so be it, my friend, replied he ; consider your- 
self henceforth as a buttress of the hierarchy. With 
this invitation, he introduced me to the major-domo, 
who thought he saw talent enough in me for a 
turnspit. 

No sooner was I. in possession of so honorable an 
office, than Master Diego, following the practice of 
cooks in great houses, who pamper up their pretty 
dears in private with all sorts of good things, selected 
me to supply a lady in the neighborhood with a 
regular table of butcher's meat, poultry, and game. 
This good friend of his was a widow on the right 
side of thirty, very pretty, very lively, and to all 
appearance contenting herself with cupboard love 
for her cook. His generous passion was not con- 
fined to furnishing her with bread, meat, and gar- 
nish; she drank her wine too, and the archbishop 
was h6r wine-merchant. 




224 g;;, blas. 

The improvement gf my psirts kept 
that of luy carnal condition in hU grace's palace, 
where I gave a, specimen of rising genius atiU ringing 
on the trump of fame at Seville. The pagoe and 
eonie others of the household had a mind to get up a 
play on my lord archbishop's birthday. Tliey chose 
a popuhu" Spanisli tragedy, and, wanting a boy 
about my age to personate the young King of Leon, 
cast me for the part. The major-domo, a great 
6i>outer, undertook to train me for the stage, and, 
after a few lessons, pronounced that I should not be 
tlic worst actor of the company. His grace not 
wUliing to starve so handsome a compliment to him- 
Belf, no expense was spared in getting it up magnifi- 
cently. The largest liall in the palace was fitted up 
as a theatre, with appropriate decorations. At the 
aiile scene there was a bed of turf, on which I was 
to be discovered asleep, when the Moors were to rush 
in and take nie prisoner. When we had got so for- 
ward with our rehearsals aa to be sure of being ready, 
by the time iised, the archbishop sent out carda of 
invitation to all the principal famUiea in the city. 

At length the great, the important day arrived ; 
and each performer was big with the contrivance and 
adjustment of his dress. Mine was brought by a 
tailor, accompanied hy our major-domo, who, after 
taking the trouble of drilling mc at rcheaTsal, wished 
to ace jufltiec done to my outward appearance. The 
tailor put me on a rich robe of blue velvet, with 
hanging sleeves, gold lace, fringe, and buttons : tha 
major-domo himself crowned me with s 
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crown, studded with false diamonds and real {Mmrls. 
Moreoy»9 ihev gave me a sash of pink silk >vorkt*d 
in silver; so that every new ornament was like a 
q[iiill-feadier in the wing of a bird. At last, alMnit 
dusk, the play began. The curtain drew up for my 
sdiloquy, the purport of which was to exprtrMM, in a 
roundabout, poetical way, that not bein<^ alile to 
drfend myself from the influence of sleep, I wtm 
going to lie ^wn and take it as it came. To milt 
the actkm to the word, I sidled off to tlie coriurr 
between the flat and the wings, and squat t4*d down 
OQ my bed of turf; but instead of going to ril4*4'|», w- 
cording to promise, I was hammering u|Hfft tUt*. 
means of getting into the street, and ninniii^ uw;i/ 
with my coronation finery. A little privati! ntu'irt'im*'., 
leading under the theatre into the lowcrr fsabHin, 
seemed to fiimish the probability of HiivvA'.mn, I nUtl 
away slyly, while the audience were (lounulvrUty^ •ofo/« 
necessary question of the play, and ran down lUn 
staircase, through the saloon to the door, /^fdlinf/ onf ^ 
" Make way ! make way ! I mu«t cUnuptt'. n»y dr/ «, 
and run up again in a moment ! " l'\ury M thh^U- 4 
lane, for fear of hindering me ; ho thfit in k4< fK^/r 
two minutes I got clear out of th^j \fi%\M'4'.^ mtiU t 
cover of the darkness, and W!ani|i^f#T^l f/r \\t4\ h/^n-*/* 
of my friend who saw gcnthniumV fffirik4 <nfrv ftu 
board. 

He stared like a stuck pig at my f/jinjrtn/n^ ' V'ul 
when I let him into the why and f^i^-^ wh^f^for/ , b^ 
laughed ready to split hi^ fAAt^n, Tb/ri, nhwItMij/ 
hands in the sincerity of \i\n Su^rt^ Ux(iHUM4% b^J tUl^ 
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tered himself with the liope of a pGneioa on the 
of Leon's cii-il list, he wialied me joy of ao success- 
ful a first appearance, and joined iesne with the 
major-domo in tlie prognostic, that with encourage- 
ment tind practice I should turn out a first-rate actor, 
and make no little noiae in the world. After we had 
diverted ourselves for some time at the expense of 
my manager and audience, I eaid to tlie bully, 
^Vhat shall we do with this magnificent dress? Do 
not make yourself imeasy about that, answered he. 
1 know an lionest broker, without an atom of curi- 
osity in his composition, who will buy or sell any- 
tliing with any person, provided that he gets the turn 
of the market upon the transaction. I will fetch him 
to you to-morrow morning. The knowing fellow 
was as good as his word ; for he went out early the 
next day, lea\-ingnie in bed, and returned two hours 
afterwards with the broker, canying a yellow bundle 
under his arm. My friend, eaid he, give me leave 
to introduce Signer Ybagne^ of Segovia, who, in 
spite of the bad example set liim by the trade in gen- 
eral, trusts to fair dealing and email profits for a 
moderate pittance and an unblemished character. He 
will tell you to a fraction what the dreaa you want 
to part with is really worth, and you may take his 
calculation as the balance of justice between man 
and man. O, yea ! to a nicety, said the broker, 
£lse wherefore live I in a Cliristian land, but to iip- 
praise for my neighbor as for myself? To take a 
mean advantage never was, thank heaven! and at 
these years never shall be imputed to Ybagnez of 
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Segovia. Let us look a little at those articles ! Y 
1 the seller ; I am the buyer ! We have only to 
rce upon an equitable price. Here they are, said 
the bully, pulling them out ; now own the truth, — 
was there ever anything more magnificent ? You do 
Botoften see such velvet : and then the trimming ! You 
cannot say too muck of it, answered tlie salesman, 
examining the suit mth the prying eye of a dealer : 
8 of the very first quality. And what think you 
of the pearls upon tliis crown ? resumed my fricud. 
A little rounder, observed Yfcagnez, and tliere would 
be no setting a [iriee upon them ! However, take them 
as they are, it is a very fine eet, and I do not want 

■ to find fault about ti-ifics. Now, your common rim 
F appraisers, under my circumstanees, would affect. 

■ to disparage the goods for the sake of gettipg th( 
cheaper ; one of those fellows would have tlie coi 

.science to oifcr twenty pistoles ; but there ia nothii 
like bargaining with an upright, downright 
I will give forty at a word; take them or leal 
them. 

Had Ybagnez ventm-ed up to ahundred, he 
not have burned his fingers ; for the pearls 
I would .have fetched two hundred anywhere. The 
pljully, who went snacks, then said, Now only look I 
■"WTiat a mercy it is to fall into the hands of a man 
, not of this world ! Signor Ybagnez estimates money 
as dross, in comparison of his principles and liis soul. 
fHe may die to-night, and yet not be taken unpre- 
I pored I This is too much ! You make me 
«aid the salesman of principle and soul ; but so 
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is true, that my price is always fixed. WoII, nov^ 
IB it a bargain? Tlie money down upon the nail 
too ! Stop a moment, answered the bully ; my 
little friend mnst first try on the clothca yon Lave 
bi-onght for liim by my order : I am very mucJi 
mistaken if they will not just fit him. The salesman 
then, untying his bundle, Bhowcd me a second-hand 
suit of dark cloth with silver buttons. I got up, and 
got into it : too big for me every way I but these 
gentlemen could have sworn it had been made to my 
measure. Ybagnez put it at ten piatolea ; and rs he 
was an upright, downright man, of fixed principle 
and soul, estimating money as dross in comparison 
of integrity, his first priee was of coinse his last. 
He tlierefore took out liis purse, and counted down 
thirty pistoles ujion a table ; after which he packed 
up the IvJng of Leon's regalia, and went hia way. 

When he was gone, tlie bully said, I ara very well 
satisfied with that broker. And so he well might 
be ; for I am certain lie must have received at least 
a hundred pistoles as hush-money. But there was 
no reason why the broker's benevolence should pay 
the debts of my gratitude : bo he took half the money 
on the table, without saying with your leave or by 
your leave, and suffered me to pocket the remainder, 
with the following advice: My dear Scipio, with 
that balance of fifteen pistoles, I wonld have you get 
out of this town as fast as yon can ; for you may 
suppose that my lord archbishop will ferret you out 
if you are above ground. It would grieve me to 
the heart if, after having risen so superior to the pre- 
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jbdfce of tonesty, you had the weiiknesa to fall foul 
of what alone keeps it afloat — the house of correo* 
tiou. I answered that It was my 6sed purpose to 
make myself scarce at .Seville, and accordingly, after 
buying a hat and some shirts, I traveUed through 
Tineyards and olive groves to the ancient city 
Carmona ; and in three days afterwards arrived 
Cordova. 

I put up at an imi cloee by the market-pli 
giving myaelf out for the heir of a good family 
Toledo, travelling for hia pleasure. My appcnraut 
did not belie the story, and a few pititoles, 
contrived carelessly to chink within tlie landlord'* 
hearing, pinned his faith upon my veracity. Prob- 
ably my unfledged youtli might lead him to take 
me for eume graceless little truant who had robbed 
hia parents and run away. But that was no concern 
of his : he took the thing just as I gave it him, for 
iear lest his curiosity sliould clash with my con^ 
tinuance at his house. For six reals a day one 
could live like a gentleman at this inn, where there 
was generally a considerable concourse of company. 
About a dozen people sat down at supper. It was 
■whimsical enough ; but the whole party plied their 
knives and forks without speaking a word, except 
one man, who talked incessantly, right or wrong. 
and made up for the silence of the rest by his eternal 
babble, lie afiectedto be a wit, to tell a good story, 
and took great pains to make the good folks merry, 
by hia pm;s ; and accordingly they did laugh moai 
inextinguishably ; but it was at him, not with him. 
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For my part I paid ao little atteotioii to the tnHc 
of this rattle, that I should have got up from table 
without knuwing what it waa all about, if he had 
not brought it home to my business and my bosom. 
Gentlemen, eried he, just as supper was over, I 
have kept my best story for the last ; a very droll 
thing happened within these few days at the arch- 
bishop of Seville's palace. I had it Irom a young 
fellow of my acquaintance, who assures me that lie 
waa present at the time. These words made my 
heart jump up iuto my throat, for I had no doubtof 
tliis being my exploit — and so it turned out. This 
pleasant gentleman related the facts as they actually 
happened, and even ean-ied the adventure to its con- 
clusion, of which I was as yet ignorant ; but now 
you shall be made as wise as myself. 

Is'o sooner had I absconded, tlian the Moors, who 
were, according to the progress of tlie fable and the 
rising of the interest, to lay violent hands on me, 
appeared upon the stage, for the fell purpose of sur- 
prising me on my bed of turf, where tlie author had 
given tliem reason to expect me fast asleep ; but 
■when they thought they were just going to eapot the 
3fing of Leon, they found, to their surprise, that 
both the king and the knave made a trick against 
them. Here was a hole in the ballad ! The actors 
all lost their cue ; some of them called me by name, 
others ran to look for me : here is a fellow bawling 
as though his bellows would burst, there stands 
another muttering to himself about tlie devil, just 
aa if that reptile could stand upright in such a 
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and gciUleif ! We sc ^aiwmaij any ta hAkb 
yon, aa p tay g», ba< cxIbcbcIt ^bd« a> ^hs aad 
OoktisM, tbt ^ Ki^ «f Lena ia tf |«me« m Mk 
dai^cr wbatn^ af bdag tabs priaaocr Vr tfca 
lUoois : be hac adofited I'fcrtiiil meaenras fiv tiM 
gecnrit^ of hu rani pasam ; and to tic lynl prrw, 
ae libdlT avaiif Bale wiAnta l a wpnij , he baa vtvto- 
cahlj attaebol tbe emu, ina^nia, and robes.. And 
a bappT dellTerance far bnattlf and Chiiscendooi \ 
exclainwd the arcbbialmp. He hag done perketiy 
n^^ to escape horn the enenuei of oar rel^ioD, and 
to bunt frou the bonds in whidi tbeir malke would 
bare bud lum. Bj this time, probably, be baa 
reached (be coofines of bis kingdom, or mav Itave 
entered the coital. May no unlucky accident have 
retarded liim on hu jourrwy ! And that the sin of 
Q eadi may lie heavy on my conscience, I beg 
leave very podtively to nudce my pleasure known 
that he may proceed unmolested br any interruption 
fivm this quarter ; I should be highly mortilied, 
indeed, if his majesty's pious endeavors were to be 
fiiistrated by the slighteet indi^ity from the min- 
isters of that reli^on in whose cause he labors and 
suffers. The prelate, ha>-ing thus declared liia 
acquiescence in the motives of my flight, ordered 
ray part to be read, and the play to be resumetl. 
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CBAPTER XI. 
coxTH/uATiox OF Bcrpjo-s story. 

As long as I had money in my puree, my land- 
lord was cap in hand ; but the moment he began to 
suspect that tlie funds were low, he became high and 
miglity, picked a German quarrel with me, and one 
morning, before breakfast, begged it as a favor of 
me to marcli out of his house. I followed liis counsel 
as proudly as you please, and betook me to a chiu'ch 
belonging to the fathers of St. Dominic, where, 
while mass was performing, an old beggar aeeosted 
me on the usual topic of alms, I dropped some 
small change into his hat, which was truly the 
orphans mite, saying, at tlie same time, My friend, 
remember in your prayers to mention a situation for 
me ; if your petition is heard with favor, it shall be 
all the better for you ; hearty thanks and a handsome 
poundage ! 

At these words, the beggar surveyed me up and 
down, from head to foot, and answered, in a grave 
tone. What place would you wish to have? I 
should like, replied I, to be footman in some family 
where I should do well. He inquired whether the 
matter pressed. With all possible importunity, said 
I ; for unless I have the good luck to get settled 
very soon, the alternative will be horrible ; death by 
the gripe of absolute famine, or a livelihood in the 
ranks of your fraternity. If the latter were, after 
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aJI, to be your lot, resumed lie, it certainly would be 
rather hard upon you, who have not been brought 
up to uur habits of life ; but, with a little use and 
practice, you would prefer our condition to service, 
which, partiality apart, is far less respectable than 
the beggar's vocation. Nevertheless, since you like 
a menial occuimtion better than leatling a free and 
independent life like me, you shall have a berth 
without more ado. Mean as my appearance is, you 
must not measure my power by it. Meet me here 
at the same hour to-morrow, 

I took care to keep tlie appointment. Though at 
the spot before the time, I had not long to wait 
before the beggar joined me, and told me to follow 
him. I did bo. lie led me to a cellar nut far from 
the church, where he resided. We went in together, 
and sitting down on a long bench, at least a hundred 
years the worse for wear, the conversation took this 
turn on his part : A good action, as the proverb 
says, always meets witli its reward ; you gave me 
alms yesterday, and that has determined me to get 
you a place, which sliall be soon done, with a bless- 
ing on my endeavors. I know an old Dominican, 
by name Father Alexis, a holy monk, a ghostly con- 
r. I have the honor to do all his little odd jobs, 
performing my task ^vith so much discretion and 
good faith, that he always lends his interest to me 
and my friends. I have spoken to him about you, 
and in such teniis as to prepossess him in your 
favor. You may be introduced to liis rcvcrei 
whenever you please. 
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There is not a moment to be lost, said I to ^ 
old beggar ; let us go to the good monk immediately. 
The mendicant agreed, and led nie by the arm to 
Father Alexis, whom we found in hia room, hard at 
work, writing spiritual letters. He broke off to talk 
with me. As it was the wish of the mendicant, he 
would do all in hia power to serve me. Having 
learned, pursued he, that Signor Bid thasar Velasquez 
is in want of a footboy, I wrote to him this morning 
on your behalf, and he just sent me for answer, that 
he would take you without further inquiry on my 
recommendation. Tliis very day you may call on 
him from me ; he is one of my flock, and my very 
good friend. Thereupon the monk preached to nie 
for three quarters of an liour on my moral and 
religious duties, and bow to fulfil them in conscience 
and honor. He enlarged principally on the obliga- 
tion of serving Velasquez with diligence and devo- 
tion, and then assured me tliat he would take cure 
and keep me in my place, provided my master had 
no very material fault to find with me. 

After having thanked the holy person for his good- 
ness towards me, I left the convent with the beggar, 
who told me tliat Signor Balthaaar Velasquez was an 
old woollen-draper, but with much simplicity and 
gootl nature in bia character. I doubt not, added 
he, but you will be perfectly comfortable in Im 
house. I begged to know his place of residence, 
and repaired thither immediately, after promising to 
make my gratitude manitest as soon as I hod taken 
root in my new soil. I went into a large shopi 
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i Tifiere two fitshionable joang aj^ireniioca were walk- 
ing up nntl down, practUing new grimaces against 
the entrance of tlie next cufitonier. I inquired 
whether their master was at home, eaj-ing that I 
wanted to speak with him ftum Father Alexis- At 
that venerable name they showed me into the count- 
ing-house, where their principal was turning over 
the ledger, I ninde a low bow, and coming up to 
him, Sir, said I, Father Alexis ordered me to call 
here and offer myself as a seirant to your honor. 
Ah ! my smart lad, answered he, vou are heartUy 
welcome. It is enough that the holy man sent you ; 
and I shall take ywi in preference to three or four 
others who have been recommended. It is a clear 
ease ; your wages begin from this day. 

A Tery abort time in tlie family convinced me that 
the head of it was just such a man as he had been 
described. In point of simplicity he was every thing 
that could he wished ; so exquisite a subject for im- 
position, that it seemed next to an impossibility not 
to exercise my craft upon such n handle. He had 
been a widower four years, and had two children, n 
son of five-and-twenty, and a daughter in her eleventh 
year. The girl, brought up by a severe duenna, un- 
der the spiritual conduct of Father Alexis, walked in 
the high road of virtue ; but her brother, Gaspard 
Velasquez, though no pains had been spared to niako 
a good man of him, picked out for liiuisclf all the 
vices of a young profligate. Sometimes he stnid 
away from home two or three days together ; and 
if, on his return, his father ventured to remonstrate 



in the least against his proceedings, Gaspartl shutl^ 
mouth at once, with a haughty toes of the head and 
an impertinent answer. 

Scipio, Siiid the old man one day, my son is the 
plagiie of my lite, lie is over head and ears in all* 
kinds of debauchery : and yet there ia no accounting 
for it, since his education was byj no means neglected. 
I have gii-en him the very best masters ; and my 
friend Father Alexis has done liis utmost to train 
Iiini up in the way he should go ; but there was no 
breaking him in ; Master Gaspard ran restive, and 
bolted into downright libertinism. You may per- 
haps tell me that I spared the rod and spoiled the 
chUd. Quite otherwise ! he was punished whenever 
the oeeasion seemed to demand it ; for, tliough good- 
tempered at bottom, I am not to be played n2)on. I 
have even gone so far as to lock him up ; but that 
only made liira more headstrong than before. In 
short, he la one of those impracticable beings, on 
wliom good example, good advice, and a good horse- 
whip, arc equally tlirown away. If e^er he makes 
any figure in the world, it must be by a miracle froin 
heaven. 

Though my heart was not grievously wrung by 
the sorrows of this unhappy father, sympathy was 
expected from me, and I condoled with hhu accord- 
ingly. How mueh to be pitied you are, sir ! said I. 
Virtues like yours deserve to have been handed down 
in your progeny. The event is quite the reverse, 
my good lad, answered be. Heaven heard my 
prayer, and ga\'c me a son, but converted the bleaa- 
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ing into an affliction. Among other grounds of 
complaint against Graspard, I may tell vou, in confi- 
dence, there is one which gives me a great deal of 
uneasiness ; a vast longing to rob his old father^ 
which he too often finds the means of satisfying, in 
spite of all my caution. Your predecessor played 
into his hands, and was turned away in consequence. 
As for you, I flatter myself that my son will never 
be able to tamper with your honesty. You will take 
my side of the question ; for doubtless Father Alexis 
has given you your lesson on that head. You may 
rest assured of that, said I : for a good long hour 
did his reverence lecture me on doing your ^\^l\ and 
pleasure without let or hinderance ; but I can assure 
you there was no need of his saj-ing anything about 
the matter. I feel within mvself a sort of call to 
serve you faithfully, and I promise to do it with a 
zeal beyond all the temptations of the world to shake 
or lessen. 

He who only hears one side is in danger of decid- 
ing partially. Young Velasquez, a mixture of the 
firibble and the braggart, concluding from the cut of 
my countenance that I was made up of mortal frailty, 
like my predecessor, drew me aside to a snug corner, 
and there talked to me after this fashion : Now mind 
what is said to you, my dear fellow ; you may think 
I do not know that you are set as a spy upon me by 
my father ; but take especial care how you proceed, 
for I can assure you most sincerely, that the office is 
not without very considerable inconvenience to those 
who undertake it. If ever I find that you tell tales 



out of school, I will give you such a basting as yw 
never had in your life ; but if you will make common 
cause with me, and a fool of my father, you may buy 
golden returns of gratitude from your liumble sov 
vant. Do you ivisli mc to deiJ with you upon the 
nail ? You shall go snacks iii all that we can squeeze 
out of the old fellow. You have only to tsike your 
choice ! fall at once into the ranks either of father or 
Bon ; for neutrals will come worst off, where the con- 
tending parties fight for their existence. 

Sir, answered I, you make the shoe pinch very 
tight J it is self-evident that there is nothing for me 
to do but to enlist under your banners, though in my 
conscience it seems Hke a crj'ing sin to betray Signor 
Velasquez. That is no concern of yours, rejoined 
Gaspard ; he is an old hunka, who wants to keep 
me under his thumb ; a curmudgeon, who refuses me 
the rights of nature, in refusing to stand to the ex- 
penses and repairs of my pleasures ; for pleasures 
are the necessaries of life at five-and-twenty. It is 
in this point of view that you must form your opin- 
ion of my father. If that is the case, so be it, sir, 
said I J there ia no standing against so just a subject 
of complaint, I am quite at your service to play 
second £ddle in all your laudable enterprises ; but 
let us take especial care to conceal our good undei^ 
standing, for fear your faithful, humble servant 
should be kicked out of doors. It will not be 
amiss, in my poor opinion, for you to affect an ex- 
treme antipathy against me : some good round of 
abuse would Lave a very pretty effect ; you need not 
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be nice ; all iIk Hai VgnirJ tans ia Ae d 
will come at tout cdL Xxr, 
attd then, or a kick on the tauxlir nU I 
sqiiar«« ; on Ac caman-. tk mow too ^»pfy» 
your tbonMi^ dialike, die loare ^vnor B>kfa>ar 
Mil! jiin hia fiuth iqton my deere. Mr coe will be, 
appnrraitlr. to anWd spe^ii^ to you if poe^de. In 
waiting at taUe. I ahall patona mj Uttk attentions 
to jOD at arm's lei^th ; ani wheoever tout bonor 
vany h^ipen to be called orer the coals by the shop- 
men, you mnvt not take it amiss if I abase you worse 
than a pickpocket. 

As plain a^ chalk fnm cbec$e ! cried young Ve- 
lasquez at this last hiai ; ihk is admirable, my fiiend ; 
at yonr «arly age it Is unconunon to meet with such 
a tident for intrifnie ; I consider it as a most bappj 
omen for my purpose. With such a perfonner to 
play lip to me, I flatter mrs^ the old codger will 
be pinched to the bone and left penniless. You 
really cany your good opinion of me beyond wliat 
mj' merit will justify, said I; some industry may 
fall to my share, but not such exalted genius. But 
I shall do my utmost ; and if my honest cndeavojB 
fiil, your candor must find excuses for my imbeciUty. 

It was not long before Gaspard liad proof positive 
diat I was to a hair's breadtli the very man he wanted ; 
and tlie foUowing was precisely the first trick I played 
into his hand. Balthasar's strong box was in the 
good man's chamber, by his bed-side, a. sort of ora- 

Ltory, with a prayer-book always lying upon it. 
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witli hope and pleasure ; my heart clrackled ofeP 
the very idea of what might happen : Fair, Bweet, 
cruel box, will you forever be coy to my addressee? 
May I never experience the heartfelt delight of pos- 
sessing nil your charms for better, for worse ? As I 
went into the room at pleasure, and only Gaspard 
was warned off the premises, it happened one day 
tliat I watched liia father. The old gentleman, fan- 
cying hiniaelf unobserved of human eye, after liav- 
ing opened his Irensury and closed it fast again, hid 
the key behind the hangings, I took an aceurate 
observation of the place, and communicated the dis- 
covery to my young master, who said, M-ith an im- 
pro™g ling. Ah! my dear Scipio, what glorious 
news you bring I Our fortune is made, my dear fd- 
low. I will fiimieh you with wax ; you shall take the 
iinpreaaion of the key, anil then our business is done. 
There will be no difficulty in finding a benevolent 
locksmith in Cordova, where, to do the place justice, 
there are as many rogues as in any part of Spain. 

'\\'ell ! but why, said I to Gaspard, do you want 
a false key ? AVe may find our account in the proper 
one. Yea, answered he ; but I am airnid lest my 
father, through mistrust or whim, should take a 
fancy to hiding it elsewhere ; and the safest way ia, to 
have one of our own. I commended his precaution, 
and falling in with all his principles, got ready for 
taking the impression of the key : this was effected 
one morning early, wliile my old master was paying 
a visit to father Alexis, with whom he for tlie most 
part held very long conferences. I did not stop 
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licre, but availed myself of the key to open the 
strong box, wlierein an ample range of large and 
small bags tlirew me into the most delightful per- 
plexity imaginable. I did not know which to chooaeij 
there was such a family likeness among them j 
crtlielesa, as the fear of being caught did not alloir 
of any long deliberation, I laid hands, hnp-hozard, 
on the largest. Then, locking the Iwx carefully, 
and putting the key back again behind the hanginga, 
I got away out of the chamber with my booty, 
hid it under my betl, in a email cloeet where I lay. I 

Having performed this exploit eo succcaafully, 
ran back as fast as my lege would carry me to yoi 
Velasquez, who was waiting at a house where ho had 
given me notice to meet him, and his delight was 
extreme at the recital of what I hatl juet done. He 
was so fully satislied with nie, as to lavish caresses 
without number, and to offer me thrice, in the ful- 
ness of his heart, half the contents of the bag, which 
I did thrice refnse. No, no, sir, said I ; this first 
bag ia yours, and yours only ; apply it to your own 
uses and occasions. I shall return forthwiih to the 
strong box, where, as our lucky stars have contrived 
it, there is money enough for both of u«. Accord- 
ingly, three days afterwards I carried off a second 
bag, containing, like the first, five hundred crowuit, 
of which I would only handle the fourth part, let 
Gaspanl be as pressing as he [ileaned to forc« up^m 
me a brotherly division, share and stiare alike. 

As soon as this yOung map found himiH'ir no fliiMli 
of money, and consequently in a condition to gratify 






his liantering after women and play, he gave 
up entirely to the devices of his own imagination 
nay, his evil genius pursued liim bo far as to make 
him fall desperately in love with one of those female 
harjiies, wlio devour without remorse or intermission, 
and Hwallow up the largest fortunes. Hie disburse- 
ments at her instigation were frightful ; and thus it 
became necessary for me to pay so many visits to the 
strong box, that old Velasquez at length found out 
he had been robbed. Scipio, said he one morning. 
I must give you a piece of information ; some one 
robs me, my friend ; my strong box has been opened ; 
several bags liave been taken out ; that ia a certain 
fact. Wliom ought I to accuse of this tlieft? or 
rather, who else but my son can have committed it? 
Gaspard must have got by stealth into jny chamber, 
or else you yourself must have played booty with 
him ; for I am tempted to beheve you are m league 
with him, though to outward appearance you do not 
set up your horses together. And yet I am unwill- 
ing to harbor tliat suspicion, because Father Alexis 
undertook to answer for your honesty. I gave him 
to understand that, by tlie blessing of heaven on a 
good natural disposition, my neighbors' goods had 
no temptation in my sight ; and I so happily suited 
the action to the lie, and the lie to the action, that 
my judge pronounced a verdict of acquittal on the 
evidence of grimace and hyjiocrisy. 

Accordingly the old man dropped the subject ; but 
for all that, there was, a general misgiving in his 
breast, and it would sometimes liglit upon me : tak- 
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ing piw a mti onsy therefofe, against our further at- 
tacks, he had a new lock pot to his strong box, imd 
always earned the kej in his pocket. By tlieso 
means, an embargo being laid on our traiKc >vith 
die bags, we looked excessivelv foolish, especially 
Gaspard, who, being unable any longer to keep las 
nymph in her usual style, knew very well that he was 
likely to be tossed out of her window. lie had, 
however, inyention enough to devise an expiHliiMit 
for keeping his head above water a few days lon<j:i'r ; 
and that was neither more nor less than to get into 
his clutches, in the form of a loan, my divideiul on 
the joint stock of the strong box. I refunded to the 
last &rthing; and this restitution, it is to be hoptnl, 
may be set off as an anticipated act of justice to the 
old draper, in the person of his heir. 

The young man, having exhausted thU wunty 
supply, and desperate of any other, fell into a <hM*p 
melancholy, and into ultimate derangement. He no 
longer looked on his father in any other light than 
as the bane of his life. Ilis frenzy broke out into 
the most dreadful projects ; so that, without linteninK 
to the voice of consanguinity or nature, the wretch 
conceived the impious design of poisoning him* He 
was not content with making mc privy to the atro- 
cious design, but even proposed to render me thu 
instrument of parricide. At the very thought, my 
blood ran cold within me. Sir, said I, in it poMMiblo 
that you are so rejected of heaven as to have furmtMl 
this horrid plot? What! is it in your nature to 
murder the author of your existence? SlwU Hpaini 
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tlie favored abode of the Cliriatian faith, bear n 
to the commission of a crlaie, at tlie first blusli of 
wliich transatlantic savages would recoil M-ith horror? 
No, my dear master, added I, throwing myself on 
my knees, no, you will not be griilty of an action 
which would raise the hand of all mankind against 
you, and be overtaken by an infamous punishment. 

I pressed many arguments beside on Gaspard, to 
dieeuade lilm from so fearful an enterprise. How 
the deuce I came by all the moral and religious 
topics which I brought to act against the fortress 
of his despair, is more than I can aeconnt for ; but 
it is certain that I preached like a doctor of Sala- 
manca, though a mere stripling, bom of a gj'psy 
fortune-teller. And yet it was to no purpose that 
I suggested the duty of communing with hia own 
better resolutions, and stoutly wrestling with the 
fiend who was lying in wait for his immortal soul ; 
my pious eloquence waa dissipated into air. His 
head Jmng sullenly on his bosom, and hia tongue 
uttered no sound, in answer to all my mollifjing ex- 
hortations, so that there was every reason to conclude 
he would not swerve from his purpose. 

Hereu|)on, tidcing my own measures, I requested 
a private interview with my old master ; and being 
closeted witli liim. Sir, said I, allow me to throw 
myself at your feet, and to implore your pity. In pa- 
thetic accord with my moving accents, 1 prostrated 
myself before him, with my face all bathed in tears. 
The merchant, surprised at what he saw and heard, 
asked the cause of my distress. Kcmorse of conscience 
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weak enoagb ta ^ve ear Ut roar eon, and to be I 
accoropiioe in luUtng too. To &aa eonfe^on I 
added a sincere acknowiedgment of all that liail luip- 
peoed, with the paiticulan of my Iste coarei^saiiiMi 
with Ga^pard, wbo^ design I laid open withoot the 
least resene. 

Bad »s M*as the o[Nitkni whidi old Vdasquei en- 
tertained of bis SOD, be oould scaitely be]»e\« his 
ears. Nevertheless, fiodiog no good reatsoD to di^ 
trust the truth of my account, Scipio, said he, raising 
me fiom the ground, where I had till now hoen pros- 
trate at his feet, I forgive you in consideration of the 
important notice you have communicated. Gnspaid! 
pursued he, raising his voice up to the loudness of 
anguiah, does Gaspard aim a blow at my life? Ah ! 
ungratefid eon, unnatural monster ! better tliou hndst 
never been bom, or stifled at thy birth, than to hai-e 
been reared for the destruction of thy father 1 \\Tiat 
plea, what object, what palliation of the atrocious 
deed ? I fumiished thee anntiallj with a reasonable al- 
lowance for thy pleasures, and what wouldet tliou liave 
more? Alustl havedrainedmyfortuneto the dregs to 
support thee in thy extravagance ? Having vented hia 
feelings in this bitter apostrophe, he enjoined secrecy 
on me, and told me to leaie liim alone, while he 
considered how to act in bo delicate a conjuncture. 

I was very anxious to know what rcsolutio 
unhappy father would take, when on thai vei 
he sent for Gaspard, and addressed him tlms, with^J 
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out betraying the inward emotions of liie heart ! My 
Bon, I have received a letter fi'om Merija, purporting 
rtiat if jou are disposed to marry, you niay make a 
match with a very fine girl of fifteen, with a hand- 
8ome fortune in her pocket. If you have not for- 
8Wom that happy aijd holy estate, wo will set out 
to-morrow morning by daybreak for Merida : you 
will see the lady in question, and if she hits your 
fancy, the business may soon be settled. Gaspard, 
pricking up his ears at a handsome fortune, and 
already fingering the cash by anticipation, answered 
unhesitatingly that he was ready to undertake the 
journey ; and aecordiiigly tliey departed the following 
day at Guiiride, without attendants, mounted on good 
mules. 

Having readied the mountaina of Fesira, in a, de- 
lightful spot for the operations of banditti, but terror- 
Btirring to the timid souls of travellers, Balthasjar 
dismounted, and desired hia son to do likewise. The 
young man obeyed, but expressed hia sui-prise at 
euch a requisition, in so lonely a place. I will tfill 
you the reason presently, answered the old man, 
darting at him a look of mingled grief and anger : 
We are not going to Merida ; and the alleged court- 
ahip was only an invention of mine, for the purpose 
of drawing you hither. 1 am not ignorant, ungrate- 
ful and unnatural son, I am not iminformed of your 
meditated crime. I am aware that a poison, pre- 
pared by your hands, was to have been administered 
to me ; but, mad aa you are, could it enter into your 
contemplation that mj life could have been invaded 
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with impunity by euch meane? How fatally mis- 
talceii ! Your crime would eooti have been detected, 
and you would have perished under the handa of the 
executioner. There is a safer way of glutting your 
fell malice, without exposing yourself to an igno- 
minious death ; we are here without witnesses, and in 
a place where daily naurders arc perpetrated ; since 
you are so thirsty after my blood, plunge your dagger 
into my bosom : the assassination wUl naturally be 
laid at thedoor of some banditti. After these words, 
Balthazar, laying his breast bare, and pointing to 
his heart, ended \vith tliis challenge: Here, Gias- 
pard, strike deep enough, strike home ; make me 
pay that forfeit for having engendered such a dis- 
grace to human nature, and no more than what is 
due to so monstrous a production. 

Young Velasquez, struck by this reproach as by 
thunderbolt, far from pleading in his own justi£c»- 
tion, fell instantly lifeless at his father's feet. The 
good old man, hailing the germ of reiientance in this 
imfeigned testimony of shame, could not help yield- 
ing to paternal weakness ; he made all possible haste 
to give his assistance; but Gaspard had no sooner 
recovered the use of his senses, tlian, unable to stand 
in the presence of a fatlier so justly oifended, he 
made an effort to raise himself from tlie ground, then 
sprang uponliis mule, and galloped out of sight with- 
out saying one word. Balthasar suffered him to take 
his own course, and returned to Cordova, little doubt- 
ing but conscience would play its part in revenging 
Ma wrongs. Six months afterwards it appeared that 
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the culprit had thrown Iiimself into the Carthusian 
convent at Seville, thei-c to pass the remnant of his 
days in penance. 



CHAPTER XII. 

coMCLus/off OF sciPwa story. 

Bad example eometimes produces the converse oC 
itself. The behavior of young Velasquez made me 
think seriously on my own predicament. I began to 
wrestle with my thievish propensities, and to live 
like one of the better sort. A confirmed habit of 
pouncing upon money wlierever I could get it, had 
been contracted by such a long succession of individ- 
ual acts, that it was no easy matter to say where it 
should stop. And yet I was in hopes to accomplish 
my own reformation, under the idea that to become 
virtuous, a man had nothing to do but to contract 
the desire of being so. I therefore undertook tliia 
great work, and heaven seemed to smUe upon my 
efforts, I left off eying the old draper's strong box 
with the carnal regard of avaricious longing : nay, 
I verily believe, that if it had depended on my own 
will and pleasure to have turned over the contents to 
my own use, I should have abstained from the crime 
of picking and stealing. It must, however, be ad- 
mitted, that it would have been an imadvisable meas- 
ure to tempt my uew-bom integrity with meats too 
strong for its stomach ; and Velasquez was nurse 
enough to keep me on a proper diet. 
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Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman, 
knight of Alcantara, waa in the habit of coming 
backwards and forwards to our houae. He was a 
customer, one of our principal in point of rank, if 
not punctual in point of pay. I had the happiness 
to find favor with tliis kniglit, who never met me 
without that aort of notice which encouraged convt 
sation, and with that conversation he appeared alwaj 
to be very much jjleased. Scipio, said he, one day, 
if I had a footman of your kidney, it would be as 
. as a fortune to me ; and if you were not in the 
eervice of a man who stands so high in my regardaj 
I should make no scruple about enticing you awaj 
Sir, answered I, you would have very little troi 
ble in succeeding ; for I am distractedly partial 
people of feflhion ; it ia my weak aide ; their free 
and easy manners fascinate me to the extreme of 
folly. That being the case, replied Don Manriquez, 
I will at once beg Signer Balthasar to turn you over 
&om hia household to mine : lie will scarcely refuse 
me such a request. Accordingly Velasquez was 
and complying, with so much the less violence to 
own private feehngs, as there seemed no rcaaon 
iliink, that if a man parted with one knavish servani 
he might not easily get another in his place. T( 
me the change was all for the better, since a tradi 
man's service appeared but a beggarly condition, 
comparison with the office of own man to a knight 
Alcantara. 

To draw a faithful likeness of my new master, 
must describe liim as a gentleman possessing evei 
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requisite of person, figure, manners, anddispoE 
Kor waa that ail ; for Jiis courage and honor were 
equal to his otlier quahtics : the goods of fortune 
were the ozily good things he wanted ; but being the 
younger son of a family more distinguished by de- 
Bcent than opulence, he was obliged to draw for liia 
expenses on an old aunt living at Toledo, who loved 
him as her own child, and administered to his occa- 
sions with affectionate liberality. He was always 
well dressed, and everywhere well received. He 
visited the principal ladies in the city, and among 
others tlie Marchioness of Almcnara. She was a 
widow of aeventy-tivo, but the centre of attraction to 
all thefasliionableaucietyof Cordova, by the elegance 
of her manners and the sprighthness of her conver- 
sation : men as well as women laid themselves out 
for an inti'oductipn, because her parties conferred at 
once on the frequenters the patent of good company. 
My master was one of that Iwly's moat assiduous 
courtiers. After leaving her one evening, his spirits 
seemed to be more elevated than was natural to him. 
Sir, said I, you arc evidently in a good deal of agi- 
tation ; may your faithful servant ask on what 
account ? Has anything happened out of the com- 
mon way ? The young gallant smiled- at so home a 
question, and owned candidly that he had just been 
engaged in a serious conversation with the Marchion- 
ess of Almenara. I will lay a wager, said I, laugh- 
ing outright, that tliis moppet of threescore and ten, 
this girl in her second childhood, has been unfold- 
ing to you all the secret movements of a tender, 
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itioeceptible heart. Do not make a jest of it, answered 
for the fact is, my friend, that the marchioness 
riously in love with me. She told me that the 
narrowness of my circumstances was as well knoivn 
to her as the nobility of my birth ; that she had 
taken a liking to me, and was determined to place 
me at my ease by marriage, since she could 
decently lay her fortune at my feet on any oi 
terms. That tJua marriage would expose her 
public ridicide, she professed to have considered 
that scandal would be busy at her expense ; In »hort, 
that she should pass for an old fool with an ambitioaa- 
eye and a lickerish constitution. Xo matter fo 
that I She was not to be awed from the career 
her humor by quips and sentences : her only ali 
yra», lest I should either make sport of her intentioi 
or torment her more grievously by my aversion. 

Such, continued the knight, was the substance 
the marchioness's declaration, and I am the luoi 
astonished at it because she is the most prudent 
sensible woman in Cordova ; wherefore I anawereJ 
by expressing my surprise at her lionoring mc with 
the offer of her hand, since she had hitherto persisted 

her resolution of remaining in a state of widow- 
hood. To this she replied, that having a considcr- 
able fortune, It would give her pleasiffe to shore it 
in her lifetime with a man of honor to whom she 
was attached. To all appearance, then, rejoined I, 
you have made up your mind to take a lover's leap. 
Can you doubt about that? answered he, 
inarchioness is immensely rich, with excellent qui 
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ties both of head and heart. It would be the et- 
treme of folly and fastidiousness to let so advanta- 
geous a settlement slip through my fingers. 

1 entirely approved my master's purpose of profit- 
ing by so fine an opportunity to make his fortune, 
and even advised him to bring the matter to a short 
issue, for fear of achange in the wind. Happilythe 
lady had the business more at heart than myself; 
her orders were given so cfFectually, that the neces- 
sary forms and ceremonies were soon got over. 
When it became known in Cordova that the old 
Marchioness of Almenara was getting herself ready 
to be tlie bride of young Don Manriquez de Medrano, 
the wits began breaking their odd quirks and rem- 
nants in derision of the widow ; but though she 
heard her own detractions, she did not put them to 
mending ; the town might talk aa they pleased ; fi)r 
wlien she said she would die a widow, she did not 
think to live till she were married. The wedding 
was solemnized with a piiblicity and splendor which 
furnitfhed fresh food for evil tongues. The bride, 
said tiiey, miglit at least have had the modesty to 
dispense with noise and ostentation, so unbecoming 
in an old widow who marries a young husband. 

The marchioness, far enough from yielding to the 
su^estions of shame at her own inconsistency, or 
the disparity of their ages, jnelded herself up without 
constraint to the expression of the most lively Joy. 
She gave a grand concert and supper, with a ball 
afterwards, and invited all the principal families in 
Cordova. Just before the close of the ball, the 
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new-married couple disappeared, and were shown to 
an apartment, where, with no other witnesses but 
her own maid and myself, she spoke to my master 
in these terms : Don Manriquez, this is your apart- 
ment ; mine is in another part of the house : we will 
pass the night in separate rooms, and will live 
together by day like mother and son. At first tho 
knight did not know what to make of this ; ho 
thought that the lady was only trying his tcmp(T, uri 
if her coldness must be wooed to kindness, and her 
love, like her pardon, not unsought, I>c won. 
Imagining, therefore, that good manners rcMiuirculi 
at least, the show of passion, ho made his advan(*i*M, 
and offered, according to the laws of aniorouM Ntiit 
enacted in such cases, to assist in the (liHencuiiitl Hir- 
ing duties of her toilet ; but, so fur from allowinn 
him to interfere with the province of lu;r mtrviiiit, hUh 
pushed him back with a serious ulr, sayinjf, IhtUl^ 
Don Manriquez ; if you take uic for ima of iUotui 
sweet-toothed old women who marry a ntnumd ilma 
from mere incontinence, you do nie a mmnlimi iu« 
justice : my proposals were not fraught with aunuli-' 
lions of hard service as the tenure of our r»U|;tiii| 
contract ; the gift of my heart wsm unmixiA wUU 
se^isual dross, and your gratitude l» otily dmwn u|></ii 
for returns of pure and platonie (rmuUhlih AfUtr 
this explanation, she left my mmteUir au4 iim; in ^Hir 
apartment, and witlidrew to lier own wUh iM^r uiUf/Ml- 
ant, forbidding the bridegroom^ in ih^ imM> {><>K»ixiv4j 
manner, to attempt retiring with her^ 

After ber de{iartitre^ st watf J^ouae tio^e iMit^ra w^i 
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recovered from oiir surprise at what we had' 
heard. Scipio, said my master, could you ever have 
believwl that the marchioness would have talked in 
Buch a strain? AVhat tliink you of so philosophic a 
bride? I tliink, air, answered I, that she is a pbcEuix 
aiaong the brood of hymen. It is for all the world 
like a good living without parochial duties. For my 
part, replied Don Manriquez, there is nothing so 
much to my tiiste as a wife of modest pretensions ; 
and I mean to make her amends for the trophy she 
has raised to unadulterated esteem by all the delicate 
attentions in my power to pay. We kept up the 
aubjeet of the lady'a moderation till it was full 
time to separate. My quartera wei-e fixed in an ante- 
room with a book-case bedstead ; my master's in an 
elegant bed-chamber with eveiy appurtenance except 
one : but however necessary it might be to play the 
disappointed hridegroom, I aiu much mistaken if in 
the bottom of his soul he was half so much afraid 
of sleeping by himself as of being encumbered with 
a bedfellow. 

The rejoicings began again on the following day, 
and the bride was so jocund on the occasion, that 
the holts of the fools among her visitors were not 
soon shot. She was the first to laugh at all their 
pointless jokes ; nay, she even set the Httle wits to 
work, by giving them an example of pleasantry, 
which they were very little able to follow. The 
happy man, on his part, seemed to be very little less 
happy tlian his partner ; and one would have sworn, 
judging by the glance of satisfaction which accom- 
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ponied his language and deportment, tliat he liked 
mutton better than Iamb. Tiiig well-matched pair 
had a second conversation in the evening ; and then 
it was decided that, without interfering in the least 
with one another, tliey should live together just on 
the same footing aa they had lived before marriage. 
At all events, much credit must be given to Don 
Manriquez on one account: ho did, from delicate 
consideration towards his wife, what few husbands 
would have done under his circumBtances, for he dis- . 
carded a little seamatreaa of whom he was very fond, 
and who was very fond of him, because he did not 
choose to keep up a connection insulting to the feel- 
ings of a lady so studious of Ms. 

While he waa fumisliing such unusual testimonies 
of gratitude to his elderly benefactress, she overpaid 
and doubly paid her debt of obligation, even without 
diving into its nature or extent. She gave him tlie 
master key of her strong box, which was better pro- 
vided than that of Velasquez. Though she had 
reduced her establishment during widowhood, it was 
now replaced upon the same footing as in the lifetime 
of her first husband ; the complement of household 
servants was enlarged, the stud and equipages were 
in the very first style ; in a word, by her generosity 
and kindness, the most beggarly knight belonging 
to the order of Alcantara became the most moneyed 
member of the iratemity. You may perhaps be dis- 
posed to ask me how much I was in pocket by all 
that; and my answer is, fifty pistoles from my mis- 
and a hundred from my master, who, moreover, 
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appointed me his secretary, with n salaiy of B 
hundred crowns ; pay, liis confidence waa so uii-- 
bouiided, that I was fixed on to fill the office of 
treasurer. 

Treasurer ! cried I, interrupting Scipio at tlie very 
idea, and bursting into an immoderate fit of laughter. 
Yes, sir, replied lie, with a cool, unflinching serious- 
nesB ; you nrc perftx;tly right — treasurer was the 
word ; and I may venture to say that the duties of 
the office were executed without the slightest occasion 
for a committee of inquiry. True it is tliat the 
balance may be Eomcwhat against me, for I was 
always in the liabit of overdrawing my wages ; and 
as the firm waa dissolved somewhat suddenly, it is 
by no means impossible that tlie balance of my cash 
account might he on the wrong side : but, at all 
events, it was my last slip ; and since that tijne my 
ways have been ways of uprightness and honesty. 

Tlma waa I, continued this son of a gypsy, secretary 
and treasurer to Don Manriquez, who, to all appeal^ 
ance, was as happy in me as I in liim, when he 
received a letter from Toledo, annoimcing that his 
aunt, Donna Theodora Moscoso, was on her last 
legs. lie waa so much affected by the news as to 
set out instantly and pay his duty to that lady, who 
had been more than a mother to him for several 
years. I attended him on the journey mth only two 
under-servanta ; we were all mounted on the beat 
horses in the stable, and reached Toledo without loss 
of time, where we found Donna Theodora in a state 
to warrant our hopes that she would not, at present, 
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maid to Donna Julia, younger daughter of tbeC 
de Polnn. 

Beatrice broke in upon the thread of Scipio's etoiy 
by laughing immoderately : then, directing her speech 
to my wife, Charming Antonia, said she, do but just 
look at me, I beseech you, and then say truly whether 
I could be likened to a thing divine. You might at 
that time, to my enamoured sight, said Scipio ; and, 
since yoiu- conjugal faith is no longer under a cloud, 
my visual appetite increases by what it feeds on. It 
was a pretty compliment ! and my secretary, having 
fired it off, pursued his narrative as follows : — 

This intelligence kindled the flame of passion with- 
in me ; but not, it must be confesseii, a flame which 
could be acknowledged without a blush. 1 took it 
for granted that my triumph over her 8cn)ples would 
be easy, if my biddings were liigh enough to com- 
mand the ordinary market of female chastity ; but 
Beatrice was a pearl beyond price. In vain did I 
solicit her, through the channel of some intriguing 
gossips, with the offer of my purse and of my most 
tender attentions ; she rejected all my proposals with 
disdain. I had recourse to the lover's last remedy, 
and offered her my hand, which she deigned to ac- 
cept on the strength of my being secretary and treas- 
urer to Don Manriquez. As it seemed expedient to 
keep our marriage secret for some time, the ceremony 
was performed privately, in presence of Dame Lo- 
renza Sepbora, Scrapliiua's governess, and before 
some others of the Count de Polan's household. 
After our happy union, Beatrice contrived the means 
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meetmg by day, and paasing Bome part 
every night togctlier in the garden, wluther I repaired 
through a little gato of which she gave me a key. 
Never were man and wife better pleased witli each 
other than Boatriee and myself: witli equal impa- 
tience did we watch for the hour of our appointment ; 
with congenial emotions of eager sensibility did we 
hasten to the spot, and the moments whicli we 
together, though countless j'rom their number in the 
calendar of cold indifference, to ua were few 
fleeting, in comparison with that eternity of mul 
bhas for which we panted. 

One night, a niglit which should be expunged from 
the aluianac, a night of darkness and despair, con- 
trasted with the brightness of all our former nights, 
I was surprised, on approacJiing the garden, to find 
the little gate open. This unusual circumstance 
alarmed me ; for it seemed to augur something. 
auspiuious to my happiness : I turned pale and 
bled, as if with a foreknowledge of what was goi 
to happen. Advancing in tlie dark towards a bovfet^ 
where our private meetings had usually taken place, 
I heard a man's voice. I stopped on the instant to 
listen, when the following words struck like the 
sound of death upon my car : Do not keep me lan- 
guishing in suspense, my dear Beatrice ; make my 
Jiappinesa complete, and consider that your own for- 
tunes are closely connected with mine. Instead of 
having patience to hear further, it seemed as if more 
had been said than blood could expiate ; that devil, 
jealousy, took possession of my soul; I drew 
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sword, and treathing only vengeance, i 
the bower. Ah ! base sedurer, cried I, whoever 
you are, yon shall tear this heart from out my breast, 
rather than touch my honor on ita tenderest point. 
With these words on my hps, I attacked the gentle- 
man who was talking with Beatrice. He stood upon 
his guard without more ado, like a man much better 
acquainted with the science of anns than myself, who 
had only received a few lessons from a fencing-ma»- 
ter at Cordova, And yet, strong as his eword-arm 
was, I made a thrust which he could not party ; or, 
what is more likely, his foot slipped ; I saw him fall ; 
and, fancying that I had wounded him mortally, ran 
away as hard as my legs would carry me, without 
deigning to answer Beatrice, who would have called 
me back. 
' Yes, indeed ! said Sdpio's wife, resolved to have 
her share in the development of the story ; 1 called 
out for the purpose of undeceiving him. The gen- 
tleman conversing with me in the arbor was Don 
Ferdinand de Leyva. This nobleman, who was in 
love with my mistress Julia, had laid a plan for 
running away with her, from despair of being able 
to obtain ber hand by any other means ; and I had 
myself made this assignation with him in tlie garden, 
to concert measures for the eloiiement, and with his 
fortune he assured me that my own was closely 
linked ; but it was in vain that I screamed after my 
husband; he darted from me as if my very toocit 
were contamination. 

In such a state of mind, resumed Sclpio, 1 
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capable of anything. Those who know by experience 
what jealouaj ia, into what extravagance it drives 
the best regulated epirita, will be at no loss to con- 
ceive the disorder it niuet have produced in my weak 
brain. I passed in a moment from one extreme to 
another : emotions of liatred succeeded instantane- 
ously to all my former sentiraenta of affection for my 
wife. I took an oath never to bcc her more, and to 
banish her forever from my memory. Besides, the 
supposed death of a man lay upon my conscience ; 
and, under that idea, I waa afraid of falling into the 
hands of justice ; so that every torment which could 
be accumulated on the head of guilt and misery by 
the fury of despair and the demon of remorse, waa 
the remedOess companion of my wretched flight. In 
this dreadful situation, thinking only of my escape, 
I returned home no more, but immediately quitted 
Toledo, with no other provision for my journey but 
■tiie clothes on my back. It is true I had about 
sixty pistoles in iriy pocket — a tolerable supply for a 
young man whose views in life pointed no higher 
than a good service. 

I walked forward all night, or rather ran, for the 
phantom of an alguazil always dogging me at the 
heela made me perform wonders of pedestrian activ- 
ity. The dawn overtook me between Rodillas and 
Maqueda. A\"hen I was at the latter town, finding 
myself a little weary, I went into the church which 
was just opened, and having put up a'ahort prayer, 
eat down on a bench to rest. I began musing on 
tiie State of my affairs, which were sufficiently out 
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at elbows to require all my skill in patehw 
the time for reflection, as well aa for repentance, was 
cut short. The ohureh echoed on a suilden with 
three or four smacks of a whip, which made me con- 
clude that some carrier was on tlie road. I imme- 
diately got up to go and see whether I was right or 
WTong. At the door, I found a man, mounted on a 
mule, leading two others hy the halter. Stop, my 
friend, said I : whither are those two mules going? 
To Madrid, answered he. I came hither with two 
good Dominicans, and am now setting out on my 
return. 

Such an opportunity of going to Madrid gave me 
an itching desire for the expedition : I made my bar- 
gain with the muleteer, jumped upon one of liis 
mules, and away we scampered towards lUoscas, 
where we were to put up for the night. Scarcely 
were wo out of Maqueda, before the muleteer, a man 
from five-and-thirty to forty, began clianting tlic 
church service with a most collegiate twang. This 
trial of bis lungs began with matins, in the drowsy 
tone of a canpn between asleep and awake ; then he 
roared out the Belief, alternately in contralto, tenor, 
and bass, in all the harmonious confiision of high 
mass ; and not content with that, he rang the bell 
for vespers, without sparing me a single petition, or 
so much as a bar of the Magnificat. Though the 
Bcoundrcl almost cracked the drum of my ear, I 
could not help laughing heartily ; and even egged 
him on to make the welkin re\-erberate with his hal- 
lelujahs, when the anthem was suspended a few rests. 
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^^^ffiie necesBary purpose of supplyiog wind to the 
organ. Courage, my friend ! said I j go on and 
prosper. If heaven has given you a good capacious 
throat, you are neither a. niggard nor a penerter of 
ita precious boon. O ! certainly not, for the matter 
of that, cried he: liappily for my immortal aoul, I 
am not like carriers in general, who aing nothing but 
profane songs about love or drinking ; I do not even 
defile my lips with ballads on our wars against the 
Moors ; such subjects are at least light and unedify- 
ing, if not licentious and impure. You have, replied 
I, an evangelical purity of heart, which belongs only 
to the elect among muleteers. With this excessive 
equeamishncaa of yours aliout the choice of your 
music, have you also taken a vow of continence, 
wherever there is a young bar-maid to be picked up 
at an inn ? Assuredly, rejoined he, chastity fa also 
a virtue by which it is my pride to ward off the 
temptations of the road, where my only business isil 
to look after my mulea. I was in no small degree J 
astonished at such pious aentiments from this prodigy 
of psalm-singing mule-drii ers ; so that, looking upon 
him as a man above tlie vanities and corruptions of 
tliis nether world, I feU into chat with him after fa 
had gone the length of his t«ther ii 

We got to Illescaa late in the day. On enterim 
tlie inn-yard, I left the care of the mules to my com 
panion, and went into the kitchen, where I orderc 
tlie landlord to get us a good supper, which he prom 
iscd to perform so much to my satisfaction as i 
make me remember all the days of my life whi 
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usage travellers meet with nt his bouse, 
he, now only ask your carrier what sort of a man I 
am. By all the powers of Beaaonlng ! I would defy 
the best cook in Madrid or Toledo to make an olio 
at all to be compared to mine. I shall treat you this 
evening with some stewed rabbit after a receipt of 
my own j you will then see whether it is any boaat 
to Bay that I know how to send up a supper. There- 
upon, showing me a stewpan with a young rabbit, as 
he said, cut up into pieces, There, continued he, is 
what I mean to favor you with. A\Tien I shall have 
thrown in a little pepper, some salt, wine, a handM 
of sweet herbs, and a few other ingredients which I 
keep for my own sauces, you may depend on sitting 
down to such a, dish as would not disgrace tlie table 
of a chancellor or an archbishop. 

The landlord, having thus done justice to hia own 
merits, began to work upon the materials he had 
prepared. While he was laboring in his vocation, 
I went into a room, where, lying down on a, sort of 
couch, I fell fast asleep through fetigue, having taken 
no rest the night before. In the space of about two 
hours, the muleteer came and awakened me, with the 
information that supper was ready, and a pressing 
request to take my place at table. Tlie cloth was 
laid for two, and we eat down to the hashed rabbit. 
I played my knife and fork most manfully, finding 
the flavor delicious, whether from tlie force of hun- 
ger in communicating a candid mode of interpretar- 
tion to my palate, or from the natural effect of the 
ingredients compounded by the cook. A joint of 
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ImBJSt mutton wha next served up. It was remark- 
able that the carrier only paid hia respects to thia 
last article ; and I asked him wliy he Iiad not taken 
his share of the other. He answered, with a sup- 
pressed smile, that he was not fond of made dishes. 
This reason, or rather the turn of countenance with 
which it was alleged, seemed to imply more than was 
expressed. You have not told me, said I, the real 
meaning of your not eating tlie fricassee ; do have 
the goodness to explain it at once. Since you are 
BO curious to be made acquainted with it, replied he, 
I must own that I have an insuperable aversion to 
cramming my stomach with meats in masquerade, 
since one evening at an inn on the road between 
Toledo and Cuen^a, they served me up, instead of a 
wild rabbit, a hash of tame cat ; enough, of all con- 
science, ever after to set my intestines in battle array 
against all minces, stews, and force-meats. 

No sooner had the muleteer let me into this secretes 
than, in apite of the hunger which raged within me,' 
my appetite left me completely in the lurch. 
ceived, in all the horrors of extreme loathing, that 
I had been eating a cat dressed up as the double of 
a rabbit ; and the fricassee had no longer any power 
over my senses, except by producing a strong incli- 
nation to retch. My companion did not lessen my 
I tendency that way, by telling me that the innkeepers 
in Spain, as well na the pastry-cooks, were very much 
in the habit of making that substitution. The drift 
of the conversation was, as you may perceive, vi 
much in the nature of a lenitive to my stomach ; 
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muck so, that I had no mind to meddle any more ^ 
the dish of undefinaMcs, nor even to make an attack 
upon the roast meat, fur fear the mutton should have 
performed its duty by deputy as well as the rabbit. 
I jumped up from table, cursing the cookery, the 
cook, and the whole establishment; then, throwing 
myself down u^ion the sofa, I passed the night with 
less nausea tlian might reasonably have been expected. 
Tlie day following, witli the dawn, after having paid 
the reckoning with aa princely an air as if wc had 
been treated like princes, away went I from Illescas, 
beating my faculties so strongly impregnated with 
fricassee, that I took every animal which crossed the 
road, of whatever species or dimensions, for a cat. 

We got to Madrid betimes, where I had no sooner 
settled with my carrier, than I hired a ready-fur- 
nished lodging near the Sun-gate. My eyes, though 
accustomed to tlie great world, were, nevertheless, 
dazzled by the concourse of nobUity which was ordi- 
narily seen in the quarter of the court. I admired 
the pn)digious number of carriages, and the countless 
list of gentlemen, pages, gentlemen's gentlemen, and 
plain, downright footmen, in the train of the grandees. 
My admiration exceeded all bounds on going to the 
king's levee, and beholding the monarch in the midst 
of his court. The effect of the scene was enchanting, 
and I said to myself. It is no wonder they should 
say that one must see the court of Madiid, to form 
an adequate idea of its magnificence : I am delighted 
to have directed my course hitlier, and feel a sort of 
prescience within me that 1 sliall not come away 
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thout tnJibg fortune by 8uri>ri9e. I caught noth- 
ing napping, however, but my own prudence, in 
making some thriftless, expensive acquaintance. My 
money oozed away in the rapid thaw of my propriety 
and better judgment, so that it became a measure 
of expedient degradation to throw away my tran- 
scendent merit on a pedagogue of Salamanca, whom 
some family lawsuit or other concern had brought to 
Madrid, where he was bom, and where chance, more 
whimsiciil than wise, thrust me within the horizon 
of hia knowledge. I became hia right hand, his 
prime, principal agent, and dogged him at the heels 
to the university when he returned thither. 

My new employer went by the namo of Don 
Ignacio dc Ipigna. He furnisjied himself with tlie 
handle of don, inasmuch as he had been tutor to a 
nobleman of the first rank, who had recompensed hia 
early services w^ith an annuity for life : he likewise 
derived a snug little salary from hia profeaaorahip ia 
the university ; and, in addition to all thia, laid the 
public under a yearly contribution of two or three 
hundred piatolea for books of uninstructive morality, 
which he protruded from the press periodically by 
weight and measure. The manner in which he 
worked up the shreds and patches of his compuaition 
deaerves a notice somewhat more than cursory. The 
heavy hours of the forenoon were spent in muzzing 
over Hebrew, Greek, and Latin authora, and in 
writing down upon little squares of card every pithy 
sentence or Btriking thought which occurred in the 
reading. According to the progreas of 
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this literary Pam in mnning triuks from tbesnciGiLts, 
he employed me to score up Ids honors in the form 
of an Apollo'fl wreath : these metaphysical garlanda 
were Btrimg upon wire, and each garland made a 
pocket volume, ^\'hat an execrable hasli of wliole- 
eome viands did we cook up ! The commandments 
set at loggerheads with an utter confusion of tables ; 
Epicurean conclusions grafted on stoical premises ! 
Tidly quoting Epictetus, and Seneca aup'porting hia 
antitheses on the authoidty of monkish rhyme I 
Scarcely a month elapsed without our putting forth 
at least two volumes, so that the press was kept 
continually groaning under the weight of our trans- 
gressions. What seemed moat extraordinary of all 
was, that these literary larcenies were palmed upon 
the purchasers for spick and span new wares, and 
if, by any strange and improbable chance, a thick- 
headed critic should stumble with his noddle smack 
against some palpable plagiarism, the author would 
plead guilty to the indictment, and make a merit of 
sening up at second-hand 






He was also a great commentator, and filled his 
notes chuck full of so much erudition as to multiply 
whole pages of discussion upon what homely com- 
mon-sense would have consigned to the brief alterna- 
tive of a query : — 
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a almost every autlior, etliical and didactic, fr 
Hesiod down to himself, took hU turn to dangle 
Bome one or other of our manuscript garlands, it 
impossihlo for me not to suck in somewhat of sage 
nurtm-e from ^o copious a stream of philosophy 
would be rank ingratitude to shift oflf my obligation. 
My handwriting also became strictly and decidi 
legible, by dint of continual transcript! 
v/aa more that of a pupil than of a servant, and 
morals were not neglected, wlule my mind 
polished, and my facidties raised above their fiirmer 
level. Scipio, he used to say, when he chanced to 
hear of any serving lad with more cunning thau 
honesty in his dealings, beware, my good boy, how 
you take after the evil example of that graceless 
villain. " The lionor of a servant is his fidelity; 
his highest virtues are submission and obedience. Bo 
Btudious of thy master's interests ; be diligent 
afiairs, and fnithful to the trust wliich he reposeth 
thee. Thy time and thy labor belong unto 1 
Defraud him not thereof, for he payetli thee 
them." To sura up all, Don Ignacio lost no oppi 
tunity of leading me on in the path of virtue, 
his prudent counsels sank ho deep into my heart, as 
to keep under anything like even the shghtcat wish 
of playing him a rogue's trick during the fifteen 
months which I spent in hia service. 

I have already mentioned that Doctor de Ipigna 
was a native of Madrid. He had a relation there, 
by name Catafina, waiting-maid to the lady who 
officiated aa nurse to the heir-apparent. This abi- 
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gail, the same through whose intervenS 
Signor de Santillsine released from the tower of 
Segovia, intODt on rendering a Bcrvice to Don Igna- 
cio, prevailed with her mistresa to petition the Duke 
of Lerina for some preferment. The minister uamed 
liiin for the archdeaconry of Grenada, wliich, as a 
conquered comitry, ia in the king's gift. We re- 
paired immediately to Madrid on receiving the intel- 
ligence, us the doctor wished to thank his patroneeees 
before he took possession of liis benefice. I had 
more than one opportunity of seeing Cutalina, and 
conversing with lier. T)ie cheerful turn of my tem- 
per and a certain easy air of good company were alto- 
gether to her taste ; for my part, I found her so much 
to my liking, that I could not help saying yea to the 
little advances of partiality which she made in my 
favor : in short, wo got to feel very kindly towards 
each other. You must not write a coranieiit with 
your nails, my dear Beatrice, on this episode in the 
romance of my omoura, because I was firmly per- 
Buadec) of yoiu- inconstancy, and you will allow that 
hcreay, though Impious, being also blind, my pen- 
nance may reasonably be remitted on sincere con- 
version. 

In the mean time, Doctor Ignacio was making 
ready to set out for Grenada, Hjs relation and my- 
self, out of our wita at tiie impending separation, 
had recourse to an expedient whicli reacucd ua from 
itahorrora: I shammed illneas, complained of my 
head, complained of my chest, and made a charac- 
teriatic wry face for every pain and ache in the cat£^• 
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logue of human infirmities. My master called in a 
physician, who told me with a grave face, after put- 
ting his queetions in the usual coiirse, that my com- 
plaint waa of a much more serioua nature than it might 
appear to unprofessional observation, and that, ac- 
cording to all present likelihood, I should keep my 
chamber a long time. The doctor, impatient to take 
possession of his preferment, did not tliink it quite 

well to delay his departure, but eliosc rather to 
hire another boy ; he therefore contented himself with 
handing me over to the care of a nurse, with whom 
he left a sum of money to bury me if I should die, or 
to remunerate me for my services if I should recover. 

As soon as I knew Don Ignacio to be safe on the 
road for Grenada, I was cured of all my maladies. 
I got up, made my final bow to the physician who 
had evinced so thorougli a knowledge of my case, 
and fairly turned my nurse out of doors, wlio mode 
her retreat good with baggage and ammunition 
to the amount of more than half the sura for which 
she ought to have accounted with me. Wliile I was 
enacting the sick man, Catalina waa playing another 
part about the person of her mistress, Donna Anna 
de GudvTa, into whose conception having, by dint of 
many a wordy process, inserted the notion that I 
waa the man of all others ready cut and dry for an 
intrigue, she induced her to choose me for one of her 
agents. The royal and moat catholic nurse, whose 
genius for great undertakings was either produced 
or exasperated by the love of great possessions, hav- 
ing occasion for suitable ministers, received me among 
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her hangers-on, and lost no opportunity of ai 
ing how far I was for her purpose. She confided 
Bome commiasions to my care, which, vanity apart, 
called for no little address, and what they called for 
was ready at hand : accordingly she gave me all 
possible credit for the diligent execution of my office, 
while my discontent swelled high against her for fob- 
bing me off with the cold recompense of approbation. 
The good lady was so abominably avaricious as not 
to give me a working partner's share in tlie profits 
of my industry, nor to allow for the wear and tear 
of my conscience. She seemed inclined to confiider, 
that, by paying me my wages, all the requigiduns of 
Christian charity were made good between us. This 
excess of illiberal economy would soon have parted 
us, had it not been for the fascination of Catalina's 
gentle virtues, who became more desperately in love 
with me from day to day, and completed the par- 
oxysm by a formal proposal of marriage. 

Fair and softly, my pretty friend, said I : we must 
look before we leap into that bottomless giJf : the 
first point to be settled is to ascertain tlie death of a 
young woman who obtained the refusal before you, 
and made me supremely happy for no other purpose 
but to anticipate the purgatory of an intermediate 
state in the present. All a mere sham, a put-off I 
answered Oatitlina : yon swear you are married only 
by way of throwing a genteel veil over your abhor- 
rence of my person and manners. In vain did I 
call aU the powers to witness that what I eaid was 
solemnly true : my sincere avowal was considered a» 
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mere copy of my countenance ; the lady waa griev- 
ously ofFemlcd, and eLanged her whole behavior in 
regard to me. There was no downright quarrel; 
but our tender Intercourse became visibly more rigid 
and unaccommodating, so that nothing further took 
place between ua but cold formality and common- 
place attentions. 

Just at the nick of time, I heard that Signer Gil 
Bias de Santillane, secretary to the prime minister 
of the Spanish monarchy, wanted a servant ; and the 
situation was the more flattering, as it tore the bell 
among all the vacancies of tlie court register office. 
Signor de Santillane, they told me, waa one of the 
first men, high in favor with the Duke of Lermu, 
and consequently in the direct road to fortune : his 
heart, too, waa cast in the mould of generosity : by 
doing his business, you most assuredly did your own. 
The opportunity waa too good to be neglected : I 
went and offered myself to Signor Gil Bias, to whom 
I felt my heart grow from the first ; for my senti- 
ments were fixed by the turn of his physiognomy. 
There could be no question about leaving the royal 
and most catholic nurse for him ; and it is to be 
hoped I shall never have any other master- 
Here ended Scipio's story. But he continued 
speaking, and addressed liimself to me, Signor de 
Santillane, do me the favor to assure these ladies 
Hat you have always known me for a faithful and 
zealous servant. Your testimony will stand me in 
good stead, and vouch for a sincere reformation tnj 
the son of Ooselina. 
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Yes, ladies, said I, it is even so. Though Scipio 
in his childhood was a very scape-grace, he has been 
bom anew, and is now the exact model of a trusty 
domestic. Far from having any complaints to make 
against him, my debt is infinite. On the fatal night 
when I was carried off to the tower of Segovia, he 
saved my effects from pillage, and refimded what he 
might have taken to himself with impunity : not con- 
tented with rescuing my worldly pelf, he caxae out 
of pure friendship and shut himself up with me in 
my prison, preferring the melancholy sympathies of 
adverse fortune to all the charms of lusty, buoyant 
liberty. 
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CHAPTER I. 

CONTAINING THE SUBJECT OF THE GREATEST JOT THAT GIL 
BLAS EVER FELT, FOLLOWED UP, AS OUR GREATEST PLEAS- 
URES TOO GENERALLY ARE, BY THE MOST MELANCHOLY 
EVENT OF HIS LIFE. GREAT CHANGES AT COURT, PRODUC- 
ING, AMONG OTHER IMPORTANT REVOLUTIONS, THE RETURN 
OF SANTILLANE. 

I HAVE observed already that Antonia and Beatrice 
understood one another perfectly well ; the latter fall- 
ing meekly and modestly into the trammels of a 
humble attendant on her lady, and the former taking 
very kindly to the rank of a mistress and superior. 
Scipio and myself were husbands too rich in nature's 
gifts ^nd in the affections of our spouses, not very 
soon to have the satisfaction of becomino^ fathers : 
our lasses were as women wish to be who love their 
lords, almost at the same moment. Beatrice's time 
was up first : she was safely delivered of a daughter ; 
and in a few days afterwards Antonia completed the 
general joy by presenting me with a son. I sent 
my secretary to Valencia with the welcome tidings : 
the governor came to Lirias with Seraphina and the 
Marchioness de Pliego, to be present at the baptis- 
mal ceremony ; for he made it his pleasure to add this 
testimony of affection to all his former kindnesses. 
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As that nobleman stood godfather, and the Ma 
esa godmother to my son, he was named Alphoneo ; 
and the govemor'a lady, wishing to draw the bonds 
of sponsorship stiil closer in this friendly party, stood 
for Scipio's daughter, to whom we gave the name of 
Seraph ina. 

The rejoicings at tlie birth of my son were not 
confined to the mansion-house : the villagers of Lir- 
ias colchrated the event by festivities, which were 
meant as a grateful token, to prove how much the 
little ncighhorliood partook in all the aatisfactions of 
their landlord. But alas I our carousala were of 
short continuance ; or, to speak more suitably to the 
subject, they were turned into weeping, wailing, and 
lamentation, by a catastrophe which more than twen- 
ty years have not been sufficient to blot from my 
memory ; nor will future time, however distant, 
make me think of it but with the bitterest retrospect, 
My eon died ; and his mother, though perfectly re- 
covered from lier confinement, very soon followed 
him : a violent fever carried off my dear wife after 
we had been married fourteen months. ~tet-Hhe 
reader conceive, if he is equal to the task, the grief 
with which I was overwhelmed : I fell into a stupid 
insensibility, and felt my loss so severely as to seem 
not to feel it at all. I remained in this condition for 
five or six days, in an obstinate determination to take 
no nourishment ; and I verily believe that, had it 
not been for Seipio, I should either have starved my- 
self, or my heart would have burst ; but my secre- 
tary, well knowing how to accommodate himself to 
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the tumingis and windinga of the huniiiQ heart, con- 
trived to cheat my Borrows by falling in with their 
tone and tenor: he waa artful enough to reconcile 
me to the duty of taking food, by serving up soups 
and lighter fare with ao disconsolate an arrangement 
of features, that it looked as if lie urged me to the 
revolting employment, not bo much to preserve my 
hfe, aa to perpetuate and render immortal my afflic- 
tion. 

This affectionate eenunt wrote to Don Alphonso 
to let him know of the misfortune wliich had hap- 
pened to me, and my lamentable condition in conse- 
quence. That tender-hearted and compassionate 
nobleman, that generous friend, very soon repaired 
to Liriaa. I cannot recall the moment when he first 
presented himself to my view, without even now 
being sensibly affected. My dear SantiUane, said 
he, embracing me, I am not come to offer you im- 
pertinent consolation, but to weep over Autonia 
with you, as you would have wept with me over 
Sentphina, had the hand of deatli snatched her from 
me. In good truth, liis tears bore testimony to liis 
sincerity, and Ids sighs were blended with mine in 
the most friendly sympathy. Though overwhelmed 
with my affliction, I felt in the most lively manner 
the kindness of Don Alphonso. 

The governor had a long conversation with Seipio 
respecting the measures to be taken for overcoming 
my despair. They judged it best to remove me for 
some lime from Lirias, where every object incessant- 
ly brought back to my mind the image of Autonia. 
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On tliis account the son of Don Cteaar propt 
ryiiig mo back with him to Vnlencia ; and my secre- 
tary seconded the plan with so many unansweralile 
iffgunients, that I mode no further opiiosition. I 
left Seipio and liia wife on my estate, where my 
longer stay could liave produced no other effect but 
that of aggravating and enlinncing all ray sorrows, 
and took my own departure with the governor. On 
my arrival at Valencia, I>on Crosar and his daughter- 
in-law spared no exertions to divert my sorrows from 
perpetual brooding ; they plied me alternately with 
every sort of amusement, tlie most proper to turn 
the current of my thoughts to passing objects ; but, 
in spite of all their pains, I remained plunged in 
melancltoly, whence tliey were incompetent to draw 
me out. Nor was it for want of Scipio's kind at- 
tentions that my peace of mind was still so hopeless : 
he was continually going back and fore between Lir- 
ias and Valencia to inquire after me ; and his journey 
liome was cheerful or gloomy in proportion as he 
found more or less disposition in me to listen to die 
words of comfort, and to reward the affectionate 
solicitude of my friends. 

He came one morning into my room. Sii-, said he, 
with a great deal of agitation in hia manner, a report 
is current about town, in which the whole monarchy 
is deeply interested : it is said that Philip the Third 
has departeil this life, and that the prince, his son, ia 
actually seated on the throne. To this it Is ndded 
that the cardinal Duke of Lerma has lost the premiar- 
ship, that he is even forbidden to appear at court. 
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and that Don Gaspanl (le Guzman, Count of Oli- 
Tarez, is actually at the he»il of the adininistrntion, 
I felt a httle agitated by this sudden change, without 
knowing why. Scipio cnught at this manifestation, 
and asked whether the veering of the wind in the 
political horizon might not blow me some good, 
How ia that possible ? What good can it blow 
my worthy friend? answered I. Tiie court and 
have shaken hands once for all : the revolutions wlii 
may take place there are all alike indifferent to me, 
For a man at your time of life, replied that cun- 
ning son of a diviner, you are unoomnionly mortifit 
to all the uses of tliia world. Under your circi 

xs my curiosity would be all alive ; 1 shoidd 
to Madrid and show my face to the young monai 
juBt to eee whether he wwuld recollect it, merely 
the amusement of the tiling. I understand you, 
I ; you would have me return to court and try 
fortune again, or rather you would plunge me back 
into the gulf of avarice and ambition. ^VTiy should 
such balefiil passions any more take possession of 
your breast ? rejoined Scipio. Do not so much play 
the calumniator on your own virtue, I will answer 
for your firmness to yourself. The sound moral re- 
flections which your disgrace haa occasioned you to 
make on the vanities of a court life, are a sufficient 
security against iill the dangers to be feared from 
that quarter. Embark boldly once again upon on 

1 where you are acquainted with every shoal and 
rock in the dangerous navigation. Hold your ton; 
you flatterer, said I with a emile of no very 
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Jiacouragement ; are you weaiy of seraDgffiel 
a retired and tranquil lite? I thought my repose 
hod been more dear to you. 

Juet at this period of our conversation, Don Cfesar 
and his son came in. They Aonfirmed the news of 
the king's death, aa well_ as tlic Dulie of Lerma'a 
luisfortune. It appeared, moreover, that tliis min- 
ister, having requested permission to retire to Eome, 
had not been able to obtain it, but was ordered to 
confine himeelf to his marquisate at Denia. On 
this, as if they had been in league with my secretary, 
they advised me to go to Madrid and offer my con- 
gratulations to the new king, as one of lits former 
aequaintances, with the merit of having rendered him 
even such services as the great are apt to reward 
more willmgly than some which are performed with 
cleaner hands, i'or my part, said Don Atphoneo, 
I have no doubt but they will be liberally acknowl- 
edged : Philip the Fourth is bound in honor to pay 
the Prince of Spain's debts. I consider the affair 
just in the same light as you do, aaid Don Gfesnri 
and Santillane'a visit to court will doubtless prove 
the occasion of his arriving at the very first employ- 
ments. 

In good truth, my noble friends, exclaimed I, you 
do not consider what you are talkiog about. It 
should seem, were one to give ear to the soothing 
words of you both, as if I had nothing to do but to 
show my face at Madrid, and receive the key of oSm. 
fice, or some foreign government, for my pains j ' 
you are egregiously mistaken. I am, on the" 
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rtrsry, well persuaded that the king would pass 
Dver as a stranger, were I to throw myself in 
way. I will make the experiment if you wish 
merely for the sake of undeceiving you. The loi 
of Leyva took me at my word, so that I could 
help promising them to set out without loss of tii 
for Madrid. No sooner did my secretary percrii 
my mind fully made up to the prosecution of 
journey, than his ecstasies were wound up to 
highest pitch : he was satisfied within himself, that 
if I did but present my excellent person before the 
new monarch, he would inmaediately single me out 
from the crowd of political candidates, and weigh me 
down under a load of dignities and emoluments. 
On the strength of these conjectures, puffing himself 
out and amusing Ids fancy with the most splendid ex- 
trayagancea of device, he raised me up to the firat^ 
offices of the state, and pushed forward liia own 
ferment in the path of my exaltation. 

I therefore made my arrangements for returning 
court, without the most distant intention of agaid 
sacrificing at the shrine of fortune, but merely to 
con^'incc Don Cffiaar and his son of their error in 
imagining that I was at all likely to ingratiate myself 
with the sovereign. It is true tliat there was some 
little lurking vanity at the bottom of all my pliiloso- 
phy, sprouting up in the shape of a desire to ascer- 
t4iin whether my royal master would tlirow away a 
thought on me now in the spring time of hia new 
and blushing honors. Led out of that course sol< 
by that tempter, curiosi:^, witho 
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or any practical contrivance for tumin^n 
reign to my own individual advantage, I set out for 
Madrid with Scipio, consigning the management of 
my hoiiBehold to Beatrice, who was well skilled in all 
the arte of domestic economy. 
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We got to Madrid in less than eight days, Don 
Alphonso having given ua two of his best horaea, 
that we might lose no time on the road. We 
ahghtcd at a ready-furnished lodging, where I had 
lived formerly, kept by Vincent Ferrero, my old 
landlord, who was uncommonly glad to see me again. 

As this man prided himself on being in the secret 
of whatever was going forward eithci- in court or 
city, I asked him after the best news, Tliere is 
plenty of it, whether best or worst, answered he. 
Since the death of Philip the Third, the friends and 
partisans of the cardinal Duke of Lerma have been 
moving heaven and earth to support his eminence on 
the pinnacle of ministerial authority ; but their efforts 
have been ineffectual : the Count of Olivarez has 
earned the day, in spite of all their industry. It is 
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and that the present premier is possessed of a genius 
BO extensive, a mind so capa^ions, that he woidd be 
competent to wield the machine of universal govern- 
ment. New brooms, they say, sweep clean ! But, 
at all events, you may take this I'or certain, that the 
public is fully impressed with a very favorable 
opinion of his capacity ; we shall see by and by 
whether the Duke of Lerma's situation is well or iU 
filled up, Ferrero, having got his tongue into the 
right train for wagging, gave me all the particulars 
of all tlie clianges whicii had taken place at coi 
since the Count of Olivarez had taken his seat at 
helm of the state vessel. 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid I repaii 
to the royal palace, after my dinner, and threw 
myself in the king's way as he wds crossing the 
lobby to his closet ; but his notice was not at 
attracted by my appearance. Next day, I retni 
to the same place, but with no betti 
the third day he looked me full in the face as 
passed by ; but the stare was perfectly vacant, as far 
r interest or my vanity was concerned. This 
being the case, I resolved in my o^vn mind what was 
proper to be done. You see, said I to Scipio, who 
accompanied me, that the king is grown out of my 
recollection ; or if his memory is not become more 
frail with the elevation of his circumstances, he 
some private reasons for not choosing to renc 
acquaintance. I tliink we cannot do better 
make our way back a& i'axt as possibi 
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IwCt 118 not be in too ^eitt a Iiuny for t 
aiiswerod my secretary ; you know better than myself, 
having servod a long ap[)renticcship, that there is no 
getting on at court without patience and persever- 
ance. Be indefatigable in exhibiting yoin- person to 
the prince's regards : by dint of forcing yourself on 
hia observation, you will oblige liim to ask himself 
tlie question who this assiduous frequenter of hia 
haimts can possibly be, when memory must come to 
his aid, and trace tlie features of his cheajiener in the 
purcliaae of the lovely Catalina's good gracea. 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
T^-ith, I so far lent myself to hia wishes as to continue 
the same proceeding for the space of three weeks ; 
when at length it happened one day that the monarch, 
noticing the frequency of my appearance, sent for 
me into hia preeence. I went into the iloaot, not 
without some perturbation of mind at the idea of a 
private interview with my sovereign. AV'ho are you? 
said he ; your features are not altogether strange to 
me. Where have I seen you? Please your majesty, 
answered I, trembling, I had the honor of escorting 
you one night with the Count of Lemos to the house 
of ■ . . Ah ! I recollect it perfectly, cried the 
prince, as if a sudden light had broke in upon him ; 
you were the Duke of Lcrma's secretary ; and if I 
am not mistaken, your name is SantOlane. I have 
not forgotten that on the occasion alluded to you 
served me with a most commendable zeal, but received 
a left-handed recompense for your exertions. Did 
you not get into prison at the conclusion of the 



RECEPTION BY THE KISG. 

adventure ? Yea, please your majesty, replied I ; my 
oonfincnient in the tower of Segovia 
months ; but jour goodness was exercised in procur- 
ing my release. That, replied he, does not cancel 
my debt to my faithful servant Santillane : it is not 
enough to have restored him to liberty ; for I ought 
to make liiui ample luncnds for the evils which he 
has suffered on tlie score of liis alacrity in nay 
concerns. 

Just as the prince was uttering these words, the 
Count of Oiivarez came into the closet. The nerves 
of favorites are shaken by every breath, their irrita- 
bility exciteil by e\'ery triHe : he was as much 
astonished as any favorite need be at the sight of a 
stranger in tliat place, and the king redoubled his 
wondering propensities by the following recommen- 
dation ; Count, I consign this young man to your 
core i employ him, and let me find that you pravide 
for his advancement. Tlie minister affected to receive 
this order with the most gracious acquiescence, but 
looked me over from head to foot, with a glance from 
the corner of his eye, and was on tenter-hooks to 
find out who had been so strangely saddled upon him. 
Go, my friend, added the sovereign, addressing him- 
self to me, and waving his hand for me to withdraw ; 
the count will not fail to avail himself of your 
services in a manner the most conducive to the 
interests of my government, and the establishment 
of your own fortunes, 

I immediately went out of the closet, and made tlie 
beat of my way to the son of Cosclina, who, bei 
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overrun witt impatienco to inquire what tl 
been talking about, tumbled at liis fingers' ends, and 
waa all over in an a^tation. His first question was, 
whether we were to return to Valencia or become a 
part of the court. You shall form your own conclu- 
sions, answered I, at the same time deliglitiug him 
with an account, word for word, of the little convei^ 
sation I had just held with the monarch. My dear 
master, said Scipio, at once, in the excess of his joy, 
will you take me for your almanac-maker another 
time? Tou must acknowledge that we were not in 
the wrong : the lords of Ley va and myself have our 
eye-teeth about us t a journey to Madrid was the 
only measure to be adopted in such a case. Ah'eady 
I anticipate your appointment to an eminent post : 
you will turn out to be, some time or other, ii Calde- 
rona to the Count of OKvarez, Tliat is by no means 
the object of my ambition, obser^'ed I in return ; the 
employment is placed on too rugged an eminence to 
excite any longings in my mind. I could wish for a 
good situation, where diere could be no inducement 
to do what might go against my conscience, and 
where the favors of my prince are not likely to be 
bartered away for filthy lucre. Having experienced 
my own unfitness for the possession of patronage, I 
cannot be sufficiently on my guard against the inroads 
of avarice and ambition. Never think about that, 
sir, replied my secretarj- ; the minister will give you 
some handsome appointment, which you may fiU 
without any impeachment of your integrity or i 
pendence. 
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Induced more by Scipio's imjKMrtunity than my own 
curiosity, I repaired the following day, before sunrise, 
to the residence of the Count d'Olivarez, having been 
informed that every morning, whether in sumnier or 
winter, he gave audience by candlelight to all comerB. 
lensconced myself modestly in a comer of the saloon, 
and from my lurking-place took especial notice of the 
count when he made his appearance, for I had marked 
hia person but cursorily in the king's closet. He was 
above the middle stature, and might pass for fat in a 
country where it i3 a rarity to see any but lean sub- 
jects. Ilis shoulders were so high, as to look exartly 
if he was humpbacked ; but appearances were 
slanderous ; for liis blade-bonea, though inelegant, 
■■ a pair ; his head, which was large enough to be 
capacious, dropped down upon his chest by the 
wieldinesB of its own weight ; hia hair was black and 
miconscious of a curl, his face lengthened, hia 
plexion olive-colored, his mouth retiring inw 
with the eharp-pointed, turn-up chin of a pantaloi 

This whole arrangement of structure and symmetry' 
did not exactly make up the complete model of a 
nobleman according to the ideas of ancient art; 
nevertheless, as I believed liim to be in a temper of 
id fevorable to the gratification of my wishes, I 
looked at his defects with an inilulgent eye, and found 
him a man very much to my satisfaction. One of 
die best points about Iiim was, that he received the 
public at large with the utmost affability and com- 
placency, holding out his hand for petitions with aa 
much good humor aa if he were the person to be 
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obliged ; and this was a Biiffident act-off ag^net any- 
thing untoward in the expression of hia countenance. 
In the mean time, when, in my turn, I came forward 
to pay my respects and make myself knowD to iiim, 
he darted at me a glance of rude dislike and frightful 
menace ; then, turning his back, without condescend- 
ing to give me audience, retired into hia closet. 
Then it was that the ugliness of tliia nobleman's 
features appeared in all the extravagance of carica- 
ture, BO that I made the best of my way out of the 
saloon, thunderstruck at so savage a reception, and 
quite at a loss how to conjecture what might be the 
consequence. 

Having got back to Scipio, who was waiting for 
me at the door, Can you guess at all, said I, what 
sort of a greeting mine was ? No, answered he, not 
as to the minute particulars ; but with respect to the 
substance, easily enough : the minister, ready upon 
all occasions to fall in with the fancies of his royal 
master, must of course have made you a handsome 
offer of an ostensible and lucrative situation. That 
is all you know about the matter, replied I, and then 
went on to acquaint lum circumstantially with all 
that passed. He listened to me with serious atten- 
tion, and then said. The count could not have rec- 
ollected your person ; or rather, he must have been 
deceived by a fortuitous resemblance between you 
and some impertinent suitor. I would advise you to 
try another interview ; I will lay a wager he will 
look on you more kindly. I adopted my secretary's 
suggestion, and stood for the second time in the 
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presence of the miiiiat«r ; but he, behaving to 
still worse than at first, puckered up his fea,turea the 
moment mj unlucky countenance come within his 
ken, jtist aa ii' it waa connected with some lodged 
hate and certain loathing, which of force swayed 
him to oflFend, himself being offended ; after 
this significant deni,onstration, he turned away his 
glaring eyeballs, and n-ithdrew without uttering a 
word. 

I was stung to the quick by so hostile a treat- 
ment, and in a humor to set out immediately on my 
return to Valencia ; but to that project Scipio uni- 
formly opposed Ilia steady objections, not knowing 
how for tlie life of him to part with those flattering 
hopes which fancy had engendered in his brain. Do 
^ou not see plainly, said I, that the count wishes 
!drive me away from c«urt? The tuonarcli has 
tified in his presence some sort of favorable intenti< 
towards me, and is not that enough to draw doA 
upon me the thorough hatred of the monarch' 
fiivorite? Let us drive before the wind, my 
comrade ; let us make up our uiiiida to put quietl< 
into port, and leave tlie open sea and the honors 
the flag in the possession of an enemy with whom 
we arc too feeble to contend. Sir, answered he, in 
high resentment against the Count of Olivarez, I 
YTould not strike so easily. I would go and com- 
plain to the king of the contempt in which his 
minititer held hia recommendation. Bad advice, 
indeed, my friend, said I; to take so imprudent a 
Btep aa that would soon bring bitter repentance in 
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the train of its cnnsequcncea. I do not even knoy 
whether it is safe for me to remain any longer in this 

town. 

At thia hint, my secretary communed a little with 
hia own thoughts ; and, considering that in point of 
fact we had to do witii a man who kept the tey of 
the tower of Segovia in his pocket, my fears became 
naturalized in Iiis breast. He no longer opposed my 
earnest desire of leaving Madrid, and I determined 
to tidce my measures accordingly on tiic very nest 
day. 



CHAPTER III. 



On my way home to my lodgings I met Joseph 
Navarro, whom tlie reader will recollect as on the 
estiiblishment of Don Balthasar de Zimiga, and one 
of my old friends. I made my bow first at a dis- 
tance, then went up to him, and asked whether he 
knew me again, and if he would still be bo good as 
to speak to a wretch who had repaid hia friendship 
with ingratitude. You acknowledge then, said he, 
that you have not beliaved very handsomely by me? 
Yea, answered I ; and you are fiilly justified in lay- 
ing on your reproaches thick and tlu^eefold : I deserve 
them all, unless, indeed, my guilt may be thought 
to have been atoned by the remorse of conscience 
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jtttendant on it. Since you bave repented of yout 
miscondact, replied Navarro, embracing me, I uu^ht 
. no longer to hold it in remembrance. For my part, 
I knew not how to Iiug Joseph close enough i 

; and we both of us resumed our original kindj 
feelings towards one another. 

He had heard of my imprisonment and the < 
jrangement of my affairs ; but of wJiat followed 1 
was totally ignorant. I informed him of it ; relating; 
Word for word, my conversation with the king, ■ 
out suppressing the minister's late ungracious n 
tion of me, any more than my present purpose c 
jetiring into my favorite obscurity. Beware of r 

g from the scene of action, said he, since the'fl 
>vereign has shown a disposition to befriend you j, 
there are always uses to be made of such a circiim 
rtance. Between ourselves, the Comit of Olivai 
has something rather unaccountable in his character 
lie is a very good sort of nobleman, but ratliesl 
whimsical witlial : sometimes, as on the presenllfl 
occasion, he acts in a most offensive manner, an^ifl 
none but himself can fiirnifih a clew to diaentanglaj 
the intricate tlu:ead of his motives and their results, 
^ut however this may be, or whatever rcosons might 
^ve swayed him to give you so scurvy a reception, 
ieep your footing here, and do not budge ; he will 
act be able to binder you from thriving under the 
Xoyal shelter and protection : take my word for tliat I 
[ will just give a hint upon the subject this evening 
to Signer Don Baltbasar de Zuniga, my master j 
8 uncle to the Count of Obvarcz, and shares v 
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him in the toils and carea of office. Navarro, having 
pven inc thia aasurance, inquired where I lived, and 
then wc parted, 

It was not long before we met again ; for he came 
to call on me the very next day. Signer de Santil- 
lane, said he, you are not without a protector; my 
master will lend you hia powerful support : on the 
strength of the good character wliich I have given 
your lordship, he has promised to apeak to hia nephew, 
the Count of OHvarez, in your behalf; and I doubt 
not but he will effectually prepoaeess him in your 
favor. My friend Xavarro, nut meaning to serve me 
by lialves, introduced me t^vo days afterwards to Don 
Balthazar, who said, with a gracious air, Signer de 
Santillane, your friend Joseph haa pronounced your 
panegyric in terms wliich have won me over com- 
pletely to your interest. I made a low obeisance to 
Signor de Zuniga, and answered, that to the latest 
period of my life I should entertain the most lively 
sonae of my obligation to Navarro for having secured 
to mc the protection of a minister who was consid- 
ered, and that for the best reasons possible, aa the 
presiding genius, the greater luminary, or, as it were, 
the eye and mind of the ministerial council. Don 
fialthasar, at thia unexpected stroke of flattery, 
clapped me on the shoulder with an approving 
chuckle, and returned my compliment by a more 
significant intimation : You may call on the Count 
of Olivarez again to-morrow, and then you will have 
more reason to be pleased with him. 

For the third time, therefore, did I make iny 
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^pearaiice before the prime minister, who, pickinj 
tne out &om among the mob of suitors, cost upon 
me a look conveying with it a simi)er of welcome, 
from which I ventured to draw a good omen. This 

all as it should be, said I to myself; the uncle hii»' 
brought the nephew to his proper bearings. I no" 
longer anticipated any other than a favorable 
tion, and my confidence was fiilly justified. Tl 
count, after having given audience to the promiscu- 
ous crowd, took me with him into hia closet, and 
eaid with a familiar address, My friend Santillane, 
you must excuse the little diocj^uietude I have occa- 
aioned you merely for my own amusement ; it was 
done in sport, though it was death to you, for the 
Bole purpose of practising on your discretion, and 
observing to whiit measures your disgust and disap 
pointmeut would incite you. Doubtless you must 
have concluded that your services were displeasing 
to me ; but on the contrary, my good fellow, I must 
■confess frankly, that, as far as appears at present, 
you are perfectly to my mind. Though the king, 
my master, had not enjoined me to take charge of 
your fortunes, 1 should have done so of my own 
free choice. Besides, my uncle, Don Balthasar de 
Zuniga, to whom I can refuse nothing, has requested 
me to consider you as a man for whom he particu- 
larly interests himself; that alone would be enough 
to fix my confidence in you, and make me most sin- 
cerely your friend. 

This outset of my career produced so lively 
pression on my feehngs, that they became 
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telligibly tumultuous. I threw myself at the : 
ter'a feet, who insisted oa my rising immediately, 
and then went on to the following eflFect : Betum 
hitlier to-day after dinner, and ask for my steward ; 
he will acquaint you with the orders wliich I ahall 
have given him. ^Vilh these words his excellency 
broke up the conference t« hear mass, according to 
his constant custom every day after giving audience ; 
he then attended the king's levee. 



CHAPTER JV. 



J 



I DID not fail retuniing after dinner to the prime 
minister's house, and asking for liis steward, whose 
name was Don Raymond Capons. No sooner had 1 
made myself known, than paying liis civilities to me 
in the most respcctftd manner, Sir, said he, follow 
me, if you please : I am to do myself the honor of 
showing you the way to the apartment which is 
ordered for you in this family. Having spoken thus, 
he led me up a narrow staircaae to a gallery com- 
municating with five or six rooms, which comiwsed 
the second story belonging to one wing of tlie house, 
and were furnished neatly, but witljout ostentation. 
You "behold, resumed he, the lodging assigned you 
by Ilia lordship, where you will always have a table 
of 8JJS persons, kept at his expense. You will be 
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K waited on by his own servants ; and there will t 
t ways be a carriage at your command. But that is 
B not all : hid excellency insisted on it, in the most 
I poiiited manner, that you should be treated in e 
W. respect with the same attention as if you belonged V 
I tlie house of Gnzi 

What tlic devil is the meaning of all this ? said ] 
within myaclf. "What construction ought I to put 
upon all these honors ? Is there not some humorous 
prank at the bottom of it? and must it not be more 
in the way of diversion than anything else, that the 
minister ia flattering me up with so imposing an es- 
tablishment? While I was ruminating in this un- 
certainty, fluctuating between hope and fear, a page 
came to let me know that the count was asking foi* 
me. I waited instantly on liis lordship, who was 
quite alone in his closet. Well I Santillane, said 
he, are you satisfied with your rooms, and with my 
orders to Don Raymond? Your excellency's hber- 
ality, answered I, seems out of all proportion with 
its object ; so that I receive it with fear and trem- 
bling. Why so ? replied he. Can I be too lavish 
of distinction to a man whom the king has committed 
to my care, and for whose interests he especially 
commanded me to provide? No : that is impossible ; 
and I do no more than my duty in placing you on a 
footing of respectability and consequDnce. No longer, 
therefore, let what I do for you be a subject of sur- 
prise ; but rely on it that splendor in the eye of the 
world, and the solid advantages of accumulatiiy 
wealth, are equally within your grasp, if you do 
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attach yourself as faithfully to me lui you 3 
Duke of Lerma. 

But now that we are on the subject of that noble- 
man, continued he, it is said that you hved on temia 
of personal intimacy with him. I have a strong 
curiosity to learn the circumstances which led to your 
first acquaintance, as well as in what department you 
acted under him. Do not disguise or gloss over the 
slightest particular, for I shall not be satisfied with- 
out a full, true, and circumstantial recital. Then it 
was that I recollected in what an embarrassing pre- 
dicanient I stood with the Duke of Lernm on a simi- 
lar occasion, and by what line of conduct I extricated 
myself: that same course I adopted once again with 
the happiest success ; whereby the reader is to under- 
stand that throughout my narrative I softened down 
the passages likely to give umbrage to my patron, 
and glanced with a superficial delicacy over transac- 
tions which would have reflected but little lustre on 
my own character. I likewise manifested a consid- 
erate tenderness for the Duke of Lerma ; though, by 
giving that fallen favorite no quarter, I should better 
have consulted the taste of b'"! whom I wished to 
please. As for Don Eodrigo dc Calderona, there I 
laid about me with the religious fury of a bisliop in 
a battle. I brought together, and displayed in the 
most glaring colors, all the anecdotes I had been able 
to pick up respecting his corrupt practices and under- 
hand dealing in the sale of promotions, military, e o- 
clesiastical, and civil. 

"What you have told me about Calderona, t 
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the minister with eagerness, exactly squares with 
certain memorials which have been presented to me, 
mtaining the heads of charges still more sericmsly 
affecting hia character. He will very soon he put 
upon his trial, and if you have any wish to glut your 
revenge by his ruin, I am of opinion that the object 
of your desire is near at himd. I am far from thirst- 
ing after his blood, Siiid I, though, had it depended 
liim, mine might liave been shed in the tower of 
Segovia, where he was the occasion of my taking 
lodgings for a pretty long term, Wliat ! inquired 
Ilia excellency, was it Don Rodrigo who procured 
you that sudden journey ? This is a part of the story 
of which I was not aware before. Don Baltliasar, 
to whom Navarro gave a summary of your adven- 
tures, toU me, indeed, that the late Mng gave orders 
for your commitment, as a mark of hie indignation 
against you fur having l«.l the Prince of Spain astray, 
and taken. him to a house of suspicious fharacter in 
the night : but that is all I know of tlie matter, and 
cannot, for the lite of me, conjecture what part Cal- 
derona could possibly have had to play in that tragi- 
comedy. A principal part, whether on the stage or 
real life, answered I ; that of a jealous lover, tak- 
r vengeance for an injury sustained in the tender- 
. point. At the same time I related minutely all 
the fiicts with which the reader is already acquainted, 
and touched his risible propensities, difficult as they 
were of access, so exactly in tlie right place, that he 
could not help wagging his under-hung jaw in a 
paroxysm of humor-stricken ecstasy, and laughing 
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till he cried again. Catalina's double cast 
dramn, delighted him exceedingly ; her sometimes 
playing the niece and sometimes personating the 
granddaughter seemed to tickle hia fancy more than 
inything ; nor was he altogether inattentive to the 
appearance which the Duke of Lerma made in this 
undignified farce of state. 

When I had finished my story, the count gave me 
leave to depart, with an assurance that on the next 
day he would not fail to make trial of my talents for 
business. I ran immediately to the family hotel of 
Zuniga, to thank Don Balthasar for hia good offices, 
and to acquaint my friend Joseph with the favorable 
dispositions of the prime minister, and my brilliant 
prospects in consequence. 



I 



CHAPTER V. 

THE FHtVATE COHVESiSATlOX OF ml Bl 

AKD HIS Fin.1T Eli PLOY HE XT IS THE SSRVICE OF THE 
COVST D'OLIVAREZ. 

As soon as I got to the ear of Joseph, I told him, 
with nmeh trepidation of spirits, what a world of 
topics I had to deposit in his private ear^ He took 

i where wc miglit be alone, when I asked him, 
after having communicated a key to the whole trans- 
action up to the present time, what he tliought of 
the business as it stood. I tliiuk, answered he, that 
you are in a fair way to make an enormous fortucke. 
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Everything turns out according to yoiir wislicB : yoa 
have mcule yourself acceptable to the prime minister ; 
and what must be taken for something in the account, 
I can render you the eame service as my uncle Mel- 
chior de la Ronda, when you attached yourself to the 
arcliiepiscopal establislunent of Grrenada. lie spared 
you the trouble of finding out the weak side of that 
prelate and his principal officers, by discoiering their 
different characters to you ; and it ia my purpose, 
after his example, to bring you perfectly acquainted 
with the count, his lady countess, and their only 
daughter, Donna Maria de Cruznian. 

The minister's parts are quick, his judgment pen- 
etrating, and hia talents altogether calculated for the 
formation of extensive projects. He affects the credit 
of universal genius, on the strength of a showy smat- 
tering in general science ; so that there ia no subject, 
in liis own opinion, too difficult to be decided on hia 
mere authority. He acta liimaelf up for a practical 
lawyer, a complete general, and a politician of 
thorough-paced sagacity. Add to all this, that he 
is so obstinately wedded to his own opinions, as un- 
changeably to persevere in the path of his own chalk- 
ing out, to the absolute contempt of better advice, 
for fear of seeming to be influenced by any good 
senae or intelligence but what he would be tliought 
to engross in the resoittces of his own mind. Be- 
tween ourselves, this blot in his character may pro- 
duce strange consequences, which it may be well for 
the monarchy should indulgent heaven for tlje defect 
of human means avert I As for his talents in coun- 




cil, he Bhinea in debate by the force of r 
qucnce, and would write as well ns he speaks if he 
not injiidlcioualy affect a certain dignity of style, 
■which degenerates into affectation, quaintnees, and 
obaeurity. His modes of thinking are peculiar to 
himself; he ia capricious in conduct and visionary in 
design. Here you have the picture of his mind, the 
light and shade of his intellectual merits : the qual- 
ities of his heart and disposition remain to bo delJn- 
eated. lie is generous and warm in his friendshipi 
It is said that he is revengeful ; but would he be% 
Spaniard if he were otherwise? In addition to tJ 
he hae been accused of ingratitude, for having driwn 
the Duke of Uzeda and Friar Lewis Aliaga into ban- 
ishment, though he owetl them, accoi-ding to commo; 
report, obligations of the most binding nature j 
yet even this must not be looked into so narro* 
imder liis circninstancea : there are few breasts capi 
cious enough to afford lioiiseroom for two such oppo- 
site inmates as political ambition and gratitude. 

Donna Agnes de Zuniga 4 Velasco, OountesB" 
Olivarez, contiuued Joseph, la a iady-to whom~iea 
impossible to impute more than one fault, but tl 
is a huge one ; tor it consists in making a market, 
and a market the most exorbitant in its terms, of 
her natural influence over the mind of her husband. 
As for Donna Maria de Guzman, who beyond all 
dispute ia at this moment the very first match in 
Spain, she is a lady of first-rate accomplishments, 
sad absolutely idolized by her father, 
your conduct upon these hints : make yotix t 
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with art and plausibility to these two ladies, and let 
it appear aa if you were more _devoted to the Count 
of Olivarez than ever you were to the Duke of Ler- 
ma before your force<l cscursion to Segoria; you ■ 
will become a leading and powerful member of the 
adminiatration. 

I should advise you, moreover, added he, to eee 
my master, Don Balthaaar, from time to time; for 
though you have no longer any occasion for hia in- 
terest to push you forward, it will not be amiss to 
waste a little incense upon him. You stand very 
high in his good opinion ; preserve your footing 
there, and cultivate hia friendship ; it may stand you 
in some stead on any emergency. I could not help 
. observing, that as the undo and nephew were in a 
certain sort partners in the governnaent of the state, 
there might possibly be some little symptom of jeal- 
ousy between brothers near the throne. On the 
contrary, answered he, they arc united by the most 
confidential tics. ^lad it not been for Don Baltha- 
sar, the Count of Olivavcz might probably never 
have been prime minister ; for you are to know, tliat 
after Philip the Tliird liad paid the del)t of nature, 
all the adlierents and partisans belonging to the house 
of Sandoval made a great stir, some hi favor of the 
cardinal, and others on his eon's behidfi but my 
master, a greater adept in court intrigue than any 
of them, and tlie count, who is nearly as great an 
adept as himself, disconcerted all their measures, 
and took their own so judiciouelj' for Ute purpose of 
stepping into the vacant pk da had 



no chance against tliem. The Count of Olivai 
being appointed prime minister, divided the dot 
witli his uncle, Don Balthaaar; leaving foreign 
fairs to him, and taking the home department to 
himself: the consequence is, that the bonds of family 
friendship are drawn closer between these two noble- 
men than if political influence had no share in tl 
mutual interests : tliey are perfectly independent I 
their respective lines of business, and live tog( 
on terms of good understanding which no intrigue 
ctin possibly affect or alter. 

Such was the substance of my conversation with 
Joseph, and the advantage to be derived &om it was 
my own to make tlie most of: at all events, it was 
my duty to thank Signor de Zuniga for all the i 
flucncc he had the goodness to exert in my fun 
He assured mo with infinite good-breeding I 
should avail himself of every opportunity as i 
to promote my wishes, and that he was very g 
nephew had behaved so as to meet my id( 
he meant to refresh his memory in iny behalf, I 
determined, ae he was pleased to say, to place it be- 
yond all manner of doubt how fur he himself par- 
ticipated in all my views, and to make it evidf9| 
that, instead of one fast friend, I had two, 
terms like these did Don Balthasar, through n 
friendship for Kavarro, take the moulding 
fortunes on himself . 

On that same evening did 1 leave my paltry h 
ing to take up my abode at the prime miniets 
where I sat down to supper with Scipio in my o 
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"of apartmenta. There were we both waited on 
by the servanta belonging to the household, who, aa 
they stood behiad our chairs, while we were affect- 
ing the pomp and circumstance of political elevation, 
were more likely than not to be laughing in their 
sleeves at the pantomime they had been ordered by 
tbeir manager to play in our presence. "When they 
had taken away and left ua to ourselves, my secre- 
tary, being no longer under restraint, gave vent to 
a thousand wild imaginations which his sprightly 
temper and inventive hopes engendered in his fancy. 
On my part, though by no means cold or insensible 
to the brilliant prospects which were opening on 
my view, I did not as yet yield in the least degree 
to the weakness of being thrust aside from the 
right line of my jthilosophy by temporal allure- 
ments. So much otherwise, that on going to bed 
I fell into a sound sleep, without being haunted 
in my dreams by those phantoms of flattering delu- 
sion which might liave gained admittance with no 
severe question from a corruptible door-keeper. 
The ambitious Scipio, on the contrary, tossed and 
tumbled all night in the agitation of restless con- 
trivance. Whenever he dozed a Httle imp took pos- 
session of Ilia brain, with a pen beliind its ear, work- 
ing out by all the rules of arithmetic the bulky sum 
total of his daughter Seraphina's marriage portion. 

No sooner had I got my clothes on the next morn- 
ing, than a message come from lus lordship. I flew 
like lightning at the summons, when his excellency 
aaidj Now then, Santillane, suppose you give us a 
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specimen of jour talcuta for buBUiess. You say 
tlie Duke of Lcrma used to give you etate papers to 
bring into official form; and I have one. by way of 
experiment, on which you shall try your skill. The 
subject you will easily comprehend : it turns u[>on an 
exposition of public affairs, such aa to throw an ar- 
tiBcial light on the first appearance of the new min- 
istry, and lo prejudice the public in its fevor. I have 
already wliiaperod it about by my emissaries, that 
every department of the state was completely disor- 
ganized, that tlie talents wliich preceded us were no 
talents at all ; and the object at present is to impress 
both court and city, by a formal declaration, with the 
idea that our aid is absolutely necessary to save the 
monarchy iteelf from sinking. On this theme you 
may espatinte till the populace become lockjawed with 
astonishment, and the sober part of the public are 
gravely argued out of all prcpoasossion in favor of the 
discarded parly. By way of contrast, you will talk 
of the dignus vindice nodus, taking care to translate 
it into Spanish ; and boast of the measures adopted, 
under the new order of things, to secure the per- 
manent glory of the Jting's reign, to give perpetual 
prosperity to his dominions, and to confer perfect, 
uncliangcable happiness on his good people. 

His lordship, having given out the general subject 
of my thesis, left with me a paper containing the 
heads of charges, whether just or unjust, against the 
late administration ; and I remember perfectly well 
tliat there were ten articles, whose lightest word, 
even of the lightest article, would harrow up the 
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soul of a true SpaniarJ, and make liia knotted and 
combined locks to part. That the current of my 
foncy might experience no interruption, he shut me 
into a little closet near liia own, where the spirit of 
poetry might possess me in all its freedom and inde- 
pendence. My best faculties were called forth to 
compose a statement of affairs commensurate with 
my own concern in the sweeping of the new brooms. 
My first object was to lay open the nakedness and 
abandonment of the kingdom : the finances in a. state 
of bankruptcy, the civil list and immediate resources 
of the crown pawned fifty times over, the navy un- 
paid, dismantled, and in mutiny. All this hideous 
delineation was reterred for its justice and accuracy 
to the wrongheadedness and stupidity of government 
at the close of the last reign, and the doctrine most 
strongly enforced, that unexampled wisdom and pa- 
triotism only could ward off the fatal consequences. 
In short, the monarchy could only be sustained on 
the shoulders of our political sufficiency and reform- 
ing prudence. The ex-ministry were so cruelly be- 
labored, that the DiUte of Lerraa's ruin, according 
to the terms of my syllogism, was the salvation of 
Spain. To own the truth, though my professions 
were in tlie spirit of Christian charity towards that 
nobleman, I was not sorry to give him a sly rub in 
the exerdse of my function. O man ! man ! what 
a compound of candor-breathing satire and splenetic 
impartiality art thou ! 

Towards the conclusion, having finished my f 
ful portraiture of overhanging evils, ' 
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allay the storm my ai-t had raised, by makmg fiitui 
aa bright as the past had been gloomy. The Count 
of Olivarez waa brought in at the close, like the 
tutelary deity of an ancient commonwealth in the 
criatB of its fate. I promised more than paganism 
ever feigned, or chivalry fancied In the wildest of its 
crusading projects. In a word,Iao exactly executed 
what the new minister meant, that lie seemed not to 
know his own hints again, wlien drawn out in my 
emphatic and appropriate language. Santillane, said 
he, do you know that this is more like the composi- 
tion one might expect from a secretary of state, than 
like that of a private secretary? I can no longer be 
surprised that the Duke of Lerma was fond of calling 
your talents into action. Your style is concise, and 
by no means inelegant ; but it creeps rather too much 
in the level paths of nature. At the same time, 
pointing out the passages wliich did not hit his 
fancy, lie corrected them ; ftnd 1 gathered from tlie 
touches he threw in, that Navarro was right in say- 
ing he affected sententious wit, but mistook for it 
quaint and stale conceits. Nevertheless, though he 
preferred the stately, or ratlier tlie grotesque, in 
writing, he suffered two thirds of my performance 
to stand without alteration, and, by way of proving 
how entirely he was satisfied, sent me three hundred 
pistoles by Don Raymond after dinner. 
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CHAPTER VI. ^^^1 

fas AFPLWATlOy OF THE THREE BIHtDRED PISTOLES. AirO I 



This handsome present of the minister fumiehed 
Scipio with a new subject of congratulation, by reason 
of our second appearance at court. You may re- 
mark, said he, that fortune is preparing n load of 
aggrandizement to lay on your lordsliip's ghoulders. 
Are you still sorry for having turned your back on 
solitude ? May the Count of Olivarez live forever ! 
He is a very different soil of a, master from his prede- 
cessor. The Duke of Lerma, with all yoiu" devotion 
to his BCtrvice, left youto live upon suction for months, 
without a pistole to bless yourself with ; and the 
count has already made you a present which you 
could have had no reason to expect but after a course 
of long Bervice. 

I should very much like, added he, that the lords 
of Leyva should be witneswes of your great success, 
or at least that they should be informed of it. It ia 
high tiiue, indeed, answered I, and I meant to speak 
with you on that subject. They must doubtless be im- 
patient to hear of my proceedings ; but I waited till 
my fiite was fixed, and till I could decide for certain 
whether I should stay at court or not. Now that I 
am sure of my destination, you liave only to set o'ut 
for Valencia whenever you please, and to acquaint 
those noblemen with my present situation, which I 




consider a8 their doing, since it is evident that 1 
for them, I should never liave resolved on my joumpy 
to Jladrid, My dear master, cried the son of Bohe- 
mian accident, what joy sliall I communicate by re- 
lating what has happened to you ! Why am I not 
already at the gatea of Valencia? But I eliall be 
there forthwith. Don Alphonso's two horses are 
ready in tlie stable. I shall take one of my lord's 
livery servants with me. Besides that company ia 
pleasant on the road, you know very well the effect 
of official parade in making impression on the natives 
of a provincial town. 

I could not help laughing at my secretary's foolish 
vanity ; and yet, with vanity jierhaps more than 
equal to liis own, I left him to do as he pleased. Go 
about yoiu' business, said I, and make the best of 
your way back; fori have another commission tO' 
give you. I mean to send you to the Asturias with 
some money for my mother. Through neglect I 
liave suflTered the time to elapse when I promised to 
remit her a hundred pistoles, and pledged you to 
make the payment In person. Such engagemenla 
ought to be held sacred by a son ; and I reproach 
myself with inaccuracy in the observance of mine. 
Sir, answered Scipio, within six weeks I shall bring 
you an account of both yoiu' commissiontt ; having 
opened my budget to the lords of Leyva, looked in 
at your country-house, and taken a peep at the town 
of Oviedo, the recollection of which I cannot adodt 
into my mind, without turning over three f< 
the inhabitants, and one half of the remaining 
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to the corrective discipline of that infernal executioner, 
who ia supposed to he kept on foot for the purpose 
of castigating sinners. I then counted down one 
hundi'ed pistoles to that same son of a wandering 
mother for my honored parent's annuity, and another 
hundred for himself; meaning that he should per- 
form hia long journey without grumbling on my 
account by the way. 

Some days after his departure his lordship sent 
our memorial to press ; and it was no sooner pub- 
lislied than it hecarae the topic of converaatioa in 
every circle throughout Madrid. The people, enam- 
oured of novelty, took up this well-written statement 
of their own wretchedness with fond [lartiahty ; the 
igement and exhaustioD of tLc finances, painted 
with a mixture of truth and poetry, excited a strong 
feeling of popular indignation against the Duke of 
Lerma, and if these paper bullets of the brain, cast 
in the pohtical armory of a rival, failed to carry vic- 
tory with them in tlie opinions of all mankind, they 
were, at all events, hailed with triumph by the most 
clamorous of our own partisans. As for the mag- 
nificent promises which the Count of Olivarcz threw 
and among others that of keeping the machine of 
state in motion by a system of economy, without 
adding to the public burdens, they were cauglit at 
with avidity by the citizens at large, and consider 
as pledges of an enlightened and patriotic p 
that the whole city resounded with the aodamat 
of panegyric and congratulation on t' 
new prospects. 
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The minister, delighted to have gidned his e 
easily, wliich in that publication had only been to 
draw popularity upon himself, was now determined 
to seize the substance as well as catcli at the fihadow, 
by an act of unquestionable credit with tlie subject, 
and high utility to the king's senice. For that pur- 
pose he had recourse to the Emperor Galba's con- 
trivance, consisting in a forced regurgitation of ill- 
gotten spoils from individuals who bad made large 
fortunes, hell — and their own consciences knew best 
how — in the Buperintendenceofthe royal expenditure, 
When be had squeezed these sponges till they were 
dry again, and had filled the king's coflera with tlie 
drainings, be undertook to render the reform perma- 
oent by aholisliing all pensions, not excepting his 
own, and curtailing tlic gratuities too frequently 
Itestowed on favorites out of the prince's privy piu-se. 
To succeed in this design, which he could not carry 
into effect without changing the face of the govern- 
ment, ho charged me with the composition of a new 
state paper, furnisliing the substance and the form 
from his own idea. He then advised me to rsuee ray 
style as much as possible above the level of my ordi- 
nary simplicity, and to give an air of more eloquence 
to my phraseology. A hint is sufficient, my lord, 
said I ; your excellency wishes to unite sublimity 
with illumination, and it sliall be so. I shut myself 
up in the same closet where I had already worked so 
successfully, and sat down stifBy to my task, 
calling to my aid the lofty and clear perceptioi 
noble and sonorous expressions of my old ii 
tibe Archbisliop of Grenada. 
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I began by laying it down as a first 
political philoao])liy, that the ^dtal functions, the res- 
piration as it were of all monarchy, depended on the 
strict administration of the finances ; that in our par- 
ticular case, that duty became imperiously urgent, 
irresistibly impressing on our consciences ; and that 
the revenue should be considered as the nerves and 
sinews of Spain, to hold her rivals in check and keep 
her enemies in awe. After this general dccJamation, 
I pointed out to tlie sovereign — for to him the memo- 
rial was addressed — that by cutting down all pensions 
and perquisites dependent on the ordinary income, he 
would not thereby deprive himself of that truly royal 
pleasure, a princely munificence towards those of his 
subjects who hsul eatablishetl a Mr claim to his favora ; 
becansc, without drawing upon his treasury, he had 
the means of distributing more acceptable rewards j 
that for one branch of service, there were viccroyal- 
ties, lieutenancies, orders of raerit, and all sorts of 
military commissions ; for another, high judicial sit- 
uations with salaries annexed, citil offices of magis- 
tracy with sounding titles to give them consequence ; 
and though last, not least, all the temporal possessions 
of the church to animate the piety of its spiritual 
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This memorial, which was much longer than the 
first, occupied me nearly three days ; but as luck 
would have it, my performance was exactly to my 
master's mind, who, finding it written with senten- 
tious cogency, and bristled up with metaphoi 
declamatory parts, complimented me in the higl 
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terms. That is vastly well expressed indeed 
he, laying his finger on u passage here and there, and 
picking out all the most inflated sentences he could 
find : tiiat language bears the stamp of fine compo- 
sition, and might pass for the production of a classic. 
Courage, my friend ! I foz^sce that your services 
will be ^orth their weight in gold. And yet, not- 
withstanding the applauses he larished on my classi- 
cal composition, a few of Iiis own heightening touches, 
he thought, would mitke it read still better. He put 
a good dejd of his o^vti stuff into it, and the medley 
waB manufactured into a piece of eloquence which 
was considered as unanswerable by the king and all 
the court. The whole city joined in opinion with 
the Iiigher orders, deri^'ing the most flattering hopes 
of the future from these grand promisee, and con- 
eluding that the monarchy must recover its pristine 
splendor during the ministry of so illustrious a char- 
n<!ter. His excellency, finding that my sermon on 
economy was fraught w^ith practical inferences of 
Utility to Iiim, was kind enough to wish that I should 
profit by the exercise of my own talents. In coq- 
formity therefore with his new system of patronage, 
he gave me an annuity of five hundred crowne on 
the commandery of (!astile ; and the acceptance of it 
was so much the more palatable, as no dirty wofk. 
had been done for it, but it 
cheaply earned. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OIL BIAS XBETS WITS BIS FRIEND FABRICIO ones MOttEi 
TRF. JiCOIDE/iT. PLACE, AUD CISCUUSTaXCES bescribed, 
WITH TUB PARTICVLARS OF THEIR GONVeRSATlOU TO- 
O ETHER. 

Nothing gave his lordship greater pleasure than 
to hear the general decision of Madrid on the con-' 
duct of his adtniuistration. Not a day passed but he 
inquired wlmt tliey were saying of him in the politi- 
cal world. He kept spies in pay, to bring bitu an 
exact account of what was going on in tlie city. 
They particularized the most tri\ial discourses which 
they overheard ; and their orders being to suppress 
nothing, ilia self-love was grazed now and then, for 
the people have a way of bolting out lionic truths, 
without any nice calculation where they may glance. 

Finding that the count loved political small talk, 
I made it my business to frequent places of public 
resort after dinner, and to chime in with the conver- 
sation of genteel people whenever opportunity offered. 
Should the measures of government happen to be 
canvassed among tliem, I pricked up my ears, and 
greedily took in their discourse ; if any thing worth 
repeating was said, his cscolleney was sure to hear 
of it. It can scarcely be necessary to hint, that i~ 
never carried home any thing which was not likely fl 
pay for the porterage. 

One day, returning frora one of these little t 
versational parties, my road lay in front of ' 
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pital. Il occurred to me to go in. I -wtJked-thrnugli 
two or three wards filled with diseased patients, and 
examined their beds to see that they were properly 
taken care of. Among these unhappy wretches, 
whom~T could not look at without the most painful 
feelings, I observed one whose featiwcs struck me : 
it surely eoutd be no other than Fabricio, my 
countryman and chum I To look at him more 
•closely, I drew near liia bedside, and finding, beyond 
a possibility of doubt, that It was the poet \uncz, I 
Stopped to look at him for a few seconds without 
saying a word. He also fise<l his regards on me. 
At length breaking silence, Do not m y eyea d eceive 
me? said I. Is it indeed Fabricio, and here? It 
is indeed, anawercd he, coldly, and you need not 
wonder at it. Since we parted, I have been working 
indefatigably at the trade of an author; I have 
written novels, plays, and works of genius in every 
deportment. My brain is fairly spun out, and here 
I am. 

I could not help laughing at such a sketch of 
literary biography, and still more at the serious air 
of the accompanying action. What t cried I, has 
your muse breught you to this pass? Has she played 
you such a jade's trick as this? Even as you witneea, 
answered he ; tliis establishment la a sort of half- 
pay receptacle for invalids on the niuster-roU of dis- 
abled wit. You have acted discreetly, my good 
friend, to lay yourself out for promotion in a differ- 
ent line. But they tell me, you are no longer a 
courtier, and that your prospects in poLticul life 
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were all blasted ; nay, they went bo far as to affirm, 
that you were committed to close custody by the 
king's oi-der. They told you no more than the 
truth, replied I; the delightful vision of poUtical 
eminence wherein you left me last, Boon shifted the 
scene of my incoherent dreams to a prison and com- 
plete destitution. But for all that, my friend, here 
you behold me again in a better plight than ever. 
That is quite out of the question, said Nunez : your 
deportment ia discreet and decent ; you have not that 
supercilious and devil-take-the-liindmost sort of as- 
pect which good keep communicatee to the human 
fece. The reverses of this checkered life, replied I, 
have brought me down to the level of the more 
modest virtues ; I have taken a lettaon in the school 
of adversity, to enjoy the pOBBeaaion of a good atud 
without riding the great horse. 

Tell me then candidly, cried Fahricio, raising his 
head upon his hand with his elbow upon the pillow, 
what your present occupation can possibly be. A 
Bteward perhaps to some nobleman out at elbows, or 
man of business to some rich widow ! Something 
better than either the one or the other, rejoined I ; 
but excuse me from saying more at present : another 
time your curiosity shall be satisfied. It is enough 
at present to assure you that my means are equal to 
my inclination, and that you may command inde- 
pendence througli me ; but then you must submit to 
an embargo on your wit, and a non-intercourse act 
I betweeiLJou and the faculty of writing, whether ii 
i gerse o r prose. Can you make this sacrifice to 
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friendship? I have already made it to tlte poiren 
above, said he, in my last critical giokiiess. A 
Dominican made me forBwear poetry, as an amuse- 
ment bordering on criminality, but at all events 
beside the turnpike-road of good sense. I wish you 
joy, my dear Nunez, replied I ; but beware of a 
revoke. There is not the least danger on that head, 
rejoined he : tlie Muses and I have agreed on terms 
of separation ; just as you came in at tliat door, I 
was conninn; over a farewell ode. Good Master 
Fabricio, said I, with a wise swagging to and fro of 
my head, it is a doubtful question whether your vow 
of abjuration ought to pass current with the Domini- 
can and myself: you seem over head and ears In 
love with those vir^s incarnate, No, no, con- 
tended he peevislJy, I have cut the connection 
asunder. Nay, more, I have quarrelled with their 
keepers, the public. The readers of these days do 
not deserve an author of more genius than them- 
selves : I should be sorry to write down to theif 
comprehension. You are not to suppose that this ia 
the language of disgust ; it is my sincere and well- 
weighed opinion. Applause and hisses are just the 
same to me. It is a toss up who fails and who suc- 
oeeda : the wit of to-day is the blockhead of to-mor- 
row. What cursed fools our dramatists must be, to 
care for anything but their poundage when their 
plays happen to be recei^-ed ! It is all very well 
for a few nights ! But oidy fancy a revival at the 
end of twenty years, and what a figure they will cut 
then ! The audiences of the present day turn up 
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their nuees at the stock pieces, of the Inst aye, and if 
ia a question whetlier their taste will fare hetter with 
their more critical deacendaiita. If that conjecture 
be probable, the inventors of clap-traps now will be 
the butt of cat-calls hereafter. It is just the same 
with novel writers, and idl other mauutacturers of 
unnecessary literature ; they strut and fret for an 
hour, and then are no more seen or heard of. The 
glories of successful authorship arc the mere vapors 
of a murky atmosphere, meteors of a marsh, foul 
coruscations of a dunghill, cathedral tapers to put 
out the galaxy, blue flames of coarse paper held over 
a candle. 

Though these caricatures of rival renown were the 

Ere creations of jealousy in the poet of the Asturias, 

it waa not my business to correct his ill temper. I am 

delighted, said I, tliat wit and you liave had so aeri- 

1 quarrel, and that the diarrhoea of your inven- 
tive faculties has been cured by iin astringent. You 
may depend on it, I will put you in the way of a 

I livelihood, without drawing deep upon your in- 
tellectual credit. lSo much the better, cried he ; wit 
BmeUa like carrion in my nostrds, or rather like a 
pungent and deleterious perfume ; fragrant to tlie 
aenae, but corrosive to the ^'itals. I heartily wish, 
my dear Fabricio, resumed I, that you may always 
keep in that mind. Only wash your hiinda com- 
pletely of poetry, and, you may depend on it, I will 
enable you to keep your head above water without 
picking or stealing. In the mean while, added I, 
elipping a purse of sixty pistoles into his hand, 
this as a slight instance of my regar 
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O friend like the friends in dajfs of yore, cri< 
son of barber Nunez, out of his wits with joy and 
gratitude, it was heaven itself which sent you into 
this hospital, whence your goodness is now dischar- 
ging me ! Before we parted, I gave him my address, 
and invited )iim to come and see me as soon as hie 
health would permit. He opened his eyes as an 
oyster does its shell, when I told him that I lodged 
under the minister's roof. O illustrioas Gil Bias ! 
said he, great as Pompey and fortunate as Sylla, 
whose lot it is to be liand in glove with the dictators 
of modem times 1 I rejoice most disintereatedl' 
your good foitune, because it is so very evident 
a noble use you make of it. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 

OIL BIAS GETS FORWARD PROGRESSITELT IS HIS U.iSTER-S 

AFFECTioss. scipjo-a nurunif to ifADRia, axd accovxt 
OF BIS jouiuiEr. 

The Count of Oliyarez, whom I shall lienccfor- 
ward call my lord duke, because the king was 
pleased to confer that dignity on him about this time, 
was infested with a weakness which I did not suffer 
to pass without taking toll ; it was a furious desire 
of being beloved. The moment ha fiiiicied'that any 
one really liked him, liis heart was caught in a trap. 
This was not lost upon my keen sense of character. 
It was not enough to do precisely as he ordered ; I 
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euperadded a zeal in the executiun which made hii 
mine. I laid myself out to his liking in every thinj 
and provided heforchand for his most eccentric 
wiaheB. 

By conduct like this, which almost always answers, 
I became by degrees my master's favorite ; and he, 
on the other hand, as if he had got round to my blind 
side also, wormed himself into my affections by 
giving me hie own. So forward did I get into his 
good graces, as to halve his confidence with Signor 
Camero, his principal secretary. 

Camero had played my game, and that ho suc- 
cessfully as to be intmated with the greater myste- 
ries. We two, therefore, were the keepers of the 
prime minister's conscience, and held the keys of all 
his secrets; with this difference, that Camero was 
consulted on state affairs, myself about his private 
concerns, dividing the busineaa into two separate 
departments ; and we were each of us equally pleased 
with our own. We lived together without jealousy, 
and certainly without attachment. I had every 
reason to he satisfied with my quarters, where con- 
tinual intei-course gave me an opportunity of prying 
into the duke's inmost soul, which was a masked 
battery to all mankind beside, but plain as a pike- 
staff to me, when he no longer questioned the sin- 
cerity of my attachment to him, 

Santillane, said he one day, you were witness to 
the Duke of Lerma's possession of an authority 
more like that of an absolute monarch than a favorite 
minister j and yet I am still happier tli^i he was at 
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the very summit of his good fortune. He hadn 
formidahle enemies in his own son, the Duke oF 
Uzeda, and in the confessor of Philip the Third: hut 
there is no one now about the king who lias credit 
enough to stand in my way, or even, as I am aware, 
tlie slightest inclination to do me mischief. 

It is true, continued lie, that on my accession to 
the ministry, it was my first care to remove all 
Jiangers-on from about the prince but those of ray 
own family or connections. By means of viceroyal- 
ties or cinbassieu I got rid of all the nobility who, by 
their personal merit, could have interfered with me 
in the good graces of the sovereign, whom I mean to 
engross entirely to myself; so that I may say at the 
present moment, no statesman of the time holds me 
in check by the ascendency of Iiis personal influenee. 
You see, Gil Bias, I open my mind to you. As I 
have reason to think that you are mine, heart and 
soul, I have chosen to put you in possession of 
everything. You are a clever youth, with refleetion, 
penetration, and discretion; in short, you are just 
the very creature to acquit yourself of all possible 
little offices in all possible directions ; you are also a 
young fellow of very promising parts, and must, in 
the nature of things, be in my interests. 

There was no standing the attack whicli these flat- 
tering representations were calculated to make upon 
the weakly-defended fortress of n»y philosophy. Un- 
authorized whims of avarice and anibition_jnounted 
BuddetJy into my head, and brought forward certain 
sentiments of political speculation which were sup- 
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posed to have been in abeyance. I gave the minister 
isurance that I should fulfil his intentiona to the 
utmost of my power, and held myself in readiness 
to execute, without examination or interference, all 
the orders it might be hia pleasure to give me. 

While I was thus disposed to take fortune in 
her affable fit, Scipio returned from his peregrination. 
I have no long story for you, said he. The lords of 
Leyva were delighted at your reception from the 
king, and at the manner in which the Count of Oli- 
varez and you came to understand one another. 

My friend, said I, you would have delighted them 
Btill more, had you been able to tell them on what 
a footing I am now with my lord. My advances 
since your departure have been prodigious. Happy 
man be hia dole, my dear master, answered he 
mind forebodes that we shall cut a figure. 

Let us change the subject, aaid I, and talk o&' 
Oviedo. You have been in the Asturias. Ho' 
did you leave my mother? Ah, sir 1 replied he, will 

undertaker's decency of countenance, I have 
melancholy tale to tell you fix)m that quarti 
heaven ! exclaimed I, my mother then is dead I Si 
months since, said my secretary, did the good lady 
pay the debt of nature, and your uncle, Signer Gil 
Perez, about the same period. 

My mother's death preyed upon my susceptible 
nature, though in my childhood I had not rcceii-ed 
from her those little fondling indications of maternal 
love BO necessary to amalgamate with the more 
serious convictions of filial duty. The good canon, 
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too, came In for hia share in bringing me up x 
injr to the rules of godliness and honesty . Mv eerious 
grief was not lasting ; but I never lust Bight (tf 4 
certain tender recollection, whenever the idea <) 
dear relations shot across my mind. 



CHAPTER IX, 



nSaEQUESCES I 



Vert shortly after tlic eon of Coaclina's return, 
my lord duke fell into a brown study ; and it lasted 
a complete week. I conceived) of course, that he 
was brooding over some great measure of govern- 
ment; but family concerns were the object of his 
musings. Gil Bias, said he one day after dinner, 
you may perceive that my mind is a good deal dis- 
tracte<l. Yes, my good friend, I am pondering over 
an affair of the utmost consequence to my feelings. 
You shall know all about it. 

My daughter. Donna Maria, pursued he, is mar- 
riageable, and of course beset with suitors. The 
Count de Nidbli^a, eldest son of the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia, head of the Guzman family, and Don Lewis 
de Ilaro, eldest son of the Marquis de Carpio and 
my eldest aiater, are the two most likely competitors , 
The latter, in particular, is superior in point of merit 
to all his rivals, so that the whole court has fixed on 
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him for my BOn-in-law, Ncverthelesa, witliout enter- 
ing into private motiveH for treating him, aa well a 
the Count de Ni(;blds, with a refusal, my present 
TiewB are fixed upon Don Eaniirca Nunez de Guz- 
man, Marquis of Toral, head of the Guzmana 
d'Abrados, another brancli of the family. To that 
nobleman and his progeny, by ray daughter, I mean 
to leave all my property, and to entail on them the 
title of Count d'Olivarez, with the additional dignity 
of grandee ; so that my grandchildren and their de- 
scendants, issue of the Abrados and Olivarez branch, 
wiU be eonsidered as taking precedence in the house 
of Guzman. 

Tell me now, Santillane, added he, do you not 
like my project? Excuse me, my lord, pleaded I, 
with a shrug ; the design is worthy of tlie genius 
which gave birtli to it: my only fear is, lest the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia should tliJnk fit to be out of 
humor at it. Let him take it as he list, resumed the 
minister; I give myself very little concern about 
that. Ilis branch is no favorite with me ; they have 
chouaed that of Abrados out of their precedence and 
many of their privileges. I shall be far leas affected 
by ilis ill humors than by the disappointment of my 
sister, the Marchioness de Carpio, when she sees my 
daughter slip through her son's fingers. But let that 
be as it may, I am determined to please myself, 
and Don Kamires shall be the man ; it is a settled 
point. 

My lord duke, having announced this firm resolve, 
did not carry It into effect witliont giving a new proof 
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of his singular policy. lie presented a memoV&J' to 
tlie king, entreating him and the queen, in concert, to 
do him the Iionor of taking the ehoice of a husband 
for hia daughter on thcmaclvea, at tho same time 
acquainting them with the pretensions of the suitors, 
and professing to abide by their election ; but he 
took care, when naming the Marquis de Toral, to 
evince clearly wluther his ohti wishes pointed. The 
king, tJicrcfore, with a blind deference for his minis- 
fair, answered thus : — 

" I think that Don Ramires Nunez deserves Donna 
Maria ; but determine for yourself. The match of 
your own choosing vrill be most agreeable to me. 
(Signed) The Kjng." 

The minister made a point of shomng this answer 
everywhere ; and- affecting to consider it as a royal 
mandate, hastened his daughter's marriage with the 
Marquis de Toral ; a death-blow to the hopes of the 
Marchioness do Carpio and the rest of the Guzniana 
who had been speculating on an alhanee with Donna 
Maria. These rival players of a losing game, not 
being able to break off the match, put the best face 
they could upon it, and made tlie fashionable world 
to resound with their costly celebrations of the event. 
A superficial observer might have fancied tliat the 
whole family was delighted with the arrangement ; 
but the pouters and ill-wishers were soon revenged 
most cruelly at my lord duke's expense. Donna 
Maria was brought to bed of a daughter at the end 
often months; tlie infant was still-born, and the 
mother died a few days afterwards. 
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What a losa for a father who had no eyea, as one 
may say, but for hia daughter, aod in her los8 felt 
the miacarriftge of hia design to quaah the riglit of 

jdence in the branch of Medina Sidonia I Stung 
to the quick by hia naisfortune, he shut Iiimaelf up 
for several days, and was Tisible to no one but my- 
self; a sincere sympathiiier, from the recollection of 
my own experience in his sorrow. The occasion drew 
forth fresh tears to Ajitonia's memory. The death 
of the Marchioneas de Toral, under cii-cumstancea so 
similar, tore open a wound imperfectly skinned over, 
and so exasperated my aiflicliou, that the minister, 
though he had enough to do with hia own sufferings, 
could not help taking notice of mine. It seemed 
unaccountable how exactly hia feelings were echoed. 
Gil Bias, said he one day, when my tears seemed to 
feed upon indulgence, my greatest consolation con- 
sists in having a bosom iricnd so much alive to all 
my distresses. Ah I my loixl, answered I, giving 
him the full ci-edit of my amiable tenderness, I must 
be ungrateful and degenerate in my nature if I did 
not lament as fur myself. Can I be aware that you 

■n over a daughter of accomplished merit, whom 
you loved so tenderly, without shedding tears of 
fellow-feeling? No, my lord, I am too much natu- 
ralized to you on the side of obligation not to take 
■Bk permanent interest in all your pleasures and disap- 
pointments. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BLAS ItEETS WITR THE POET KCSE. 
VAtlSS THAT HE HAS WII/TTS.V d TSj 

IE PoiXT OF BEi.vo hhought ou: 
■)rAL. THE ILL Ffinrvys or the pi 

ittTUHE OF ITS XOTUOR. 



The minister began to pick up hia crumbs, and 
myself consequently to get into feather again, wben 
one evening I went out alone in the carriage to take 
an airing. On the road I met the poet of the Aatu- 
riaa, who had been lost to my knowledge ever since 
hia discharge from the hospital. He was very 
decently droHacd, I called him up, gave lum a seat 
in my carriage, and we drove together to St. Jerome's 
meadow. 

Master Kunez, said I, it is lucky for me to have 
met you accidentally ; for otherwise I should not 
have had the pleasiu-e ... No severe speeches, 
SantiUane, Interrupted ho with considerable eager- 
ness : I must own frankly that I did not mean to 
keep up your acquaintance, and I will tell you the 
reason. Xou promised me a good situation provided 
1 abjured poetry ; but I have found a very excellent 
one on condition of keeping my talents in constant 
play. I accepted the latter alternative, as squaring 
best with TOj own humor. A friend of mine got me 
an employment under Don Bertrand Gomez del 
Eibero, treasurer of the king's galleys. This Don 
Bertrand, wanting to have a wit in his pay, and find- 
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ing my turn for poetical composition very much in 
unison with his own sense of what is excellent, has 
chosen me in preference to five or eix authors who 
offered themselves as candidates for tlie place of his 
private secretary. 

I am delighted at the news, my dear Fabricio, said 
I, for this Don Sertrand must be very rich. Rich 
indeed t answered he ; they aay that he does not 
know himself how mucli he is worth. However that 
may be, my business under him Is as follows : He 
prides himself on his turn for gallantry, at the same 
time wishing to pass for a man of genius ; he there- 
fore keeps up .on epistolary intercourse of wit witli 
several ladies who have an infinite deal, and borrows 
my brain to indite such letters as may amplify the opin- 
ion of hia sprightlinesa and elegance. I wiite to one 
for him in verse, to another in prose, and sometimes 
ca,rry the letters myself, to prove the agility of my 
heels as well as the ingenuity of my head. 

But you do not tell me, said I, what I most want 
to knoiv. Are you well paid for your epigrammatic 
cards of compliment? Yes, most plentifully, answered 
he. Rich men arc not always open-handed ; and I 
know some who are downright curmudgeons ; but Don 
Bertrand has behaved in the most handsome manner. 
Besides a salary of two hundred pistoles, I receive 
some little occasional perquisites from him, sufficient 
to set me above the world, and enable me to live on 
an equal footing with some choice spirits of the liter- 
ary circles, who are willing, like myself, to set care 
at defiance. But then, resumed I, has your treasurer 
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critical skill enough to distingiiiali the bcautiee 
performance from ita blemishes? The least likelj 
man in the world, answered Nunez; a flippant- 
tongued sraatterer, with a miserable assortment of 
materials for judging. Yet he gives himself out for 
chief justice and lord president of Apollo's tribunsil. 
His decisions are adventm-ous, if not always lucky ; 
while his opinions are maintained in so high a tone 
and with so bullying a challenge of infallibility, that 
nine times out of ten the issue of an argument b 
silence, though not conviction, on the part of the 
opponent, aa a measure of precaution against the 
gathering storm of foul language and contemptuous 
sneers. 

You may readily suppose, continued he, that I 
take especial care never to contradict him, though it 
almost exceeds human p.itience to forbear ; for, to 
eay nothing of the unpalatable plirases that might be 
hailed down on niy defenceless head, 1 should stand 
a very good chance of being sho^'ed by the shoulders 
out of doors. I therefore am discreet enough to ap- 
prove what he praises, and to condemn without miti- 
gation or appeal whatever he is pleased to find fault 
with. By this easy compliance — for poets are com- 
pelled to acquire a knack of knocking under to those 
by whom they live, not even excepting tlieir book- 
sellers — I have gained the esteem and friendship of 
my patron. He has employed nic to write a tragedy 
on a plot of his own. I have executed it under his 
inspection; and if the piece succeeds, a percentage 
on the laud and honor must accrue to him. 
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I asked our poet what was the title of his tragedy. 
He informed me that it was " The Count of Saldag- 
na," and that it would come out in two or three 
days. I told him that I wished it all possible suc- 
ceas, and thought so favorably of his genius aa to 
entertain considerable hopes. So do I, said he ; but 
hope never tells a more flattering tale than hi the ear 
of a dramatic author. You might as well attempt to 
fix the wind by nailing the weathercock as spcculato 
on the reception of a new piece with an audience. 

At length the day of pertbrmanee arrived. I could 
not go to the play, being prevented by official busi- 
ness. The only thing to be done was to send Scipio, 
that he might bring me back word how it went off, 
for I was sincerely interested in the event. After 
waiting impatiently for his return, in lie came witli a 
long face, which boded no good. Well, said I, how 
was "The Count of Saldagna" welcomed by the 
critics? Very rouglily, answered he; never was 
there a play more brutally handled ; I left the house 
in high anger at the injustice and insolence of the 
pit. It serves liini right, rejoined I. Nunez is no 
better than a madman, to be always running Iiis 
head against the stone walls of a theatre. If he waa 
in his senses, could he have preferred the liisses and 
catcalls of an unfeeling mob to the ease and dignity 
he might have commanded unjler my patronage? 
Thus did I inveigh with friendly vehemence against 
the poet of the Asturiaa, and dbturb the even tenor 
of my mind for an event wliieh the sufferer bailed 
with joy, and inserted among the well-omcncd par- 
ticulars of his journal. 
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He came to see me within two days, and appc 
in high spirits. Santjllane, cried he, I am come to 
receive your congratulationa. My fortuae is made, 
my friend, though my play is marred. You know 
what a mistake they made on the first and last night 
of " The Count of Saldagna ; " hissed instead of ap- 
plauding ! You would have thought all the wild 
beasts of the forest had been let loose, with their 
ears fortified against the softening power of poetry ; 
but the more they bellowed, the better I fared, and 
they have roared me into a provision for life. 

There was no knowing what to make of this inci- 
dent in the drama of our poet's adventures. What 
13 all this, Fabricio ? said I ; how can tlieatrical 
damnation have conjured up such Elyaian ecstasy? 
It is exactly so, answered he ; I told yon before that 
Don Bertrand had thrown in some of the circum- 
stances ; and he was fully convinced that there viOB 
no defect but in the taste of the spectators. They 
might be very good judges; but, if they were, he 
was no judge at all I Nunez, said he this morni 

Vlttrix tausa Diia pincuit, atd victa Catoni 

Your piece has been ill received by the pubul 
but against that you may place my entire approba- 

■ Members of parliament, '^"'^ the ladles, nlll probalilj expect ■ 
Iraiuliilion of those hard words ; 1)at I refbr tbe former to thdr dlc- 
tlonorleE, to which tlie; bode a long t^rewell on leaving Eton or 
Harrow, and tbr hitter to an cxteniled parapbrom of five acts In 
the tragedy of Cato. Those of tlio softer acx who may think II 
Stok philosophy rude and oncoutb, will feet Ibclr nerves vibrate in 
unison with the luvu scenes. ToA.Nsi.&'nift. 
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tion, and thus you ought to set your heart at rest. 
By way of something to balance the bad taste of the 
age, I shall settle an annuity of two thousand crowns 
on you : go to my solicitor, and let him draw the 
deed. We have been about it : the treasurer has 
signed and sealed ; my first quarter is paid in ad- 
vance . . . 

I wished Fabricio joy on the unhappy fate of "The 
Count of Saldagna;" and probably most authors 
would have envied his failure more than all the suc- 
cess that ever succeeded. You are in the right, con- 
tinued he, to prefer my fortune to my fame. What 
a lucky peal of disapprobation in double choir ! If 
the public had chosen to ring the changes on my 
merits rather than my misdeeds, what would they 
have done for my pocket ? A mere paltry nothing. 
The common pay of the theatre might have kept me 
from starving ; but the wind of popular malice has 
blown me a comfortable pension, engrossed on safe 
and legal parchment. 



" iWI" 



CHAPTER XL 

aANTlLLANE GIVES SCIPIO A SITUATION; THE LATTER 
SETS OUT FOB NEW SPAIN. 

My secretary could not look at the unexpected 
good luck of Nunez the poet without envy ; he talked 
of nothing else for a week. The whims of that 
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baggage, fortune, said he, arc most unaccouiitatn 
slie delights to turn licr lottery wheel into the lap of 
a sorry autlior, while she deals out her disappoint- 
ments like a step-mother to the race of good ones. I 
should have no objection, though, if she would 
tlux»w ine up a prize in one of her vertical progresses. 
That is likely enough to happen, said I, and sooner 
than you imagine. Here you are in her temple ; for 
it is searcely too presumptuous to call the house of a 
prime minister the temple of fortmie, where fkvors 
are conferred by wholesale, and votaries grow fat on 
the spoils of her altar. That is very true, sir, 
answered he ; but we must have patience, and wait 
till the happy moment comes. Take my advice 
wliile it is worth having, Seipio, replied I, and make 
your mind easy : perhaps you are on the eve of some 
good appointment. And so it turned out ; for within 
a few days an opportunity offered of employing him 
advantageously in my lord duke's service ; and I did 
not suffer the happy moment to pass by. 

I was engaged in chat one jnorning witli Don 
Raymond Caporia, the prime minister's steward, and 
our conversation turned on the sources of his ex- 
cellency's income. My lord, said he, enjoys the 
commandcriea of all the military orders, yielding a 
revenue of forty thousand crowns a year ; and he is 
only obligetl to wear the cross of Alcantara. More- 
over, his tlirce offices of great chamberlain, master of 
the horse, and high chancellor of the Indies, bring hiin 
in an income of two hundred thousand crowns ; 
yet all this is nothing in comparison of the i 
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euniB wliich he receivos through other transatlaDtio 
channels ; hut you will be puzzled to guess how. 
Wlien vessels clear out from Seville or Lisbon for 
those parts of the world, he ships wine, oil, grain, 
and other articles, the produce of his own estate ; 
and his consignments are duty free. IVith thut 
perquisite in ids pocket, he sells his raercliandiae for 
four times its cuiTent price in Spain, and then lays 
out the money in spices, coloring materials, and other 
things which cost next to nothing in the new world, 
and are sold very dear in Europe. Already has he 
realized some millions by this traffic, without detrap^ 
ing from the dues of liis royal master. 

You will easily account for it, continued lie, that 
the people concerned in carrying on tliis trade 
return with great fortunes in tlieir pockets ; for 
my lord thinks it but reasonable lliat they should 
divide their diligence between his business and their 
own. 

That shrewd son of chance and opportunity, of 
whom we are speaking, overheard our conversation, 
and could not help interrupting Don Raymond to the 
following purport : Upon my word, Signor Caporia, 
I should like to be one of those people ; for I am 
fond of travelling, and have long wished to 6ee 
Mexico. Your inclinations as a tourist shall soon 
be gratified, said the steward, if Signor de Santillane 
will not stand in the way of your wishes. However 
particular I may think it my duty to be about the 
persons whom I send to the West Indies in that capa- 
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city, — and they are all of my appointment, — yoH 
shall be placed on the list at all adventures, if your 
master wisheB it. You will confer on me a particular 
favor, said I to Don Raymond ; be so good as to do 
it in kindness to ine. Sci^io is a young fellow 
much in my gwod graces, very capable in businesfl 
and will be found irreproachable in hia condi 
In a word, I would as soon answer for himf 
myself. 

That being the case, replied Caporis, he has only 
to repair immediately to Seville : the ships are to 
sail for South America in a month. I sltall ^ve 
liira a letter at his dejxirture for a man who will put 
him in the way of making a fortune, without tlie 
slightest interference in Iiis excellency's dues and 
profits, wliich ought to be lield eacred by him, 

Scipio, delighted with liis berth, was in haste to 
set out for Seville, with a thousand crowns, with 
which I fumiahed him, to make purchascB of wine 
and' oil in Andalusia, and enable him to trade on 
his own bottom in the West Indies. And yet, over- 
joyed as he was to make a voyage, and as he lioped 
his fortune therewithal, he could not part from q 
without tears ; and the separation raised t 
even from my dry fountains. 
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CHAPTER XII. ^^H 

BOH ALPHONSO DE IBTVA COMES TO MADHTD: rSE MOTTVB 
OF HIS JOVRSErA SEVERE AFFLICTION TO OIL BLAS.ASn 

A CAUSE OF REJowrya svhseuceut rirsnEoy. 

No Booner had I parted with Scipio than one of 
the minister's pages brought me a note conceived in 
the following terms : " If Signor de Santillane will 
take the trouble of calling at the sign of Saint 
Gabriel, in the street of Toledo, he will there see a 
ftiend who is not indifierent to him-" 

Who can this nameless friend possibly be? said I 
to myself. What can be the meaning of all tliis 
mystery ? Obviously to occasion me tlie pleasure of 
a eurprigSi I attended the HummonE immediately, 
and on my arrival at the place appointed, was not a 
little astonished to find Don Alphonso de Leyva 
there. Is it possible ! exclaimed I : you here, ray 
lord? Yes, ray dear Gil Bias, answered he with a 
close corapression of my hand in his, it is Don 
Alphonso Iiimself. Well \ but what brings you to 
Madrid? said I. You -n-ill be not a little startled, 
rejoined he, and no less vexed at the occasion of my 
journey. They have taken my government of 
Valencia from me, and the prime minister has sent 
for me to give an account of my conduct. For a 
whole quarter of an hour I was like a man stupefied ; 
then, recovering the powers of speech. Of what, said 
I, are you accused? I know nothmgat all abont it, 
answered he ; but my disgrace is prob" 
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a visit paid about tliree weeks ago to theT 

Duke uf Lcrma, who was banished about a mouth 

since to liis Beat at Denin. 

Yes, indeed ! cried I in a pot, you may well 
attribute your misfortune to that imprudent visit : 
there is no occasion to look out for causes and effects 
elsewlierc ; but give me leave to say that you have 
not acted with your usual good sense, in claiming 
acquaintance with that favorite out of fai'or. The 
leap is taken, and the nock broken, said he ; and I 
have nothing to do but to make the best of a bad 
bargain : I sliall retire with my family to our paternal 
estate at Leyva, where the reumant of my days will 
glide away in peace and obscurity. Wbat taunts and 
teases me is the requisition of appearing before a 
haughty minister, who may receive me with all the 
insolence of office. How humiliating to the pride of 
a Spaniard I And yet it is a measure of necessity ; 
but before the degrading ceremony took place, I 
wanted to talk it over with you. Sir, said I, do not 
announce your arrival to the minister, till I have 
ascertained the nature of the reports to your discredit, 
for there are few evils without a remedy. Whatever 
may be your alleged crimes, you will give me leave, 
if you please, to act 'm tlie affair as gratitude and 
friendship shall dictate. ^Vith this assurance, I left 
him at his inn, and promised to let him hoar from 
me soon, 

As I had taken no active part in state affairs since 
the two memorials, in which my eloquence was so 
signally displayed, I went to look for Camero, with 
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view to inquire wltetlier Don Aiphonso'a govern- 1 
tnent was reallj' taken from him. lie answered io 1 
the affirtnative, but professed not to know tlie reason. 1 
Finding how things stood, I determined to apply at J 
head-quarters, and to learn the grounds of grievance j 
from his lordship's own mouth. 

My spirita were really harassed, so that there was! 
no need of putting on the trappings and the suits of \ 
to attract my lord duke's notice. "What is tlie<1 
matter, Santillanc ? said lie as soon as he saw me. i 

perceive a marked unhappinesa on your counte- 
nance, and tears just ready to trickle down your 
cheeks. Has any one behaved ill to you? Tell me, 
and you shall have your revenge. My lord, answered 

in a melancholy tone, even though my grief would 
aeek to hide itself, it nmat have vent : my deapai 
past endurance. The report goes that Don Alphonso j 

no longer governor of Valencia ; a severer stroke J 
eould not have been inflicted on me. A\'Tiat aayyi) 
Gil Bias? replied the minister in astonishment J 
■what interest can you take in this Don Alphonso 
and his government? On this question, I detailed 
at length my obligations to the lords of Leyva, and 
modestly stated my own interference with the Duks 
of Lerma, to obtain the appointment for myfriend. 

AVhen his excellency had heard me through with 
tiie most polite and kind attention, he spoke t 
Make yourself easy, Gil Bias. Besides my e 
ignorance of what you have just told me, I mm 
Dwn that I considered Don Alpiionao as the cardinal 
O^ature. Only put yourself in my place : waa 11 
VOL, m. 22 
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the idslt to his eminence a most Euspieioul ciretuv 
Btanco? Yet I am willing to believe that, owing hia 
preferment to thitt minister, he might liave remem- 
bered him. in his adversity from a motive of pure 
gratitude. I am sorry for having displaced a man 
who owed hia elevation to you ; but if 1 have pulled 
down your handiwork I can build it up again. I 
mean to do still move than the Duke of Lcrma for 
you. Your Mend Don jVlphonso waa only governor 
of Valencia ; 1 appoint him inceroy of Arragnii ; you 
may send him word so yourself, and order Iiim 
hither to take the oatlia. 

At these words, my feelings clianged from extreme 
grief to an excess of joy, which completely caricii^ 
tnrcil the mediocrity of common eenee, and made 
nie utter an incoherent rhapaody of thanks : but the 
want of method in tlie niadijess of my discourse waa 
not tnkea aniisa ] and on iny hinting that Don 
Alphonao was already at Madrid, lie told me that I 
might present liim this very day. I ran to the sign 
of Saint Gabriel, and communicated my own rajiturcs 
to Don Ca23ar'8 son, by informing him of his new 
appointment. He could not believe what I told 
him, but found it a hard matter to persuade himself 
tliat the prime minister, though likely enough to he 
very well disposed towards me, should extend hia 
friendship so far aa to dispose of viceroyaltics at my 
instance. I carried him with me to my lord duke, 
who received him very affably, complimented him on 
his unifoi-m good conduct in his government of Va- 
lencia, imd finished by saying that the kuig, coneidor- 
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him lis qualified for a higher station, had named 
him for the viceroyalty of Arragon. Besides, added 
he, your femily is of a rank not to disparage the 
dignity of tlie office, so that the Arragoncse nobilitjrj 
will have no plea for excepting against the choice of J 
the court. 

His excellency made no mention of mo, and the 
public was kept in the dark as to my sliare in the 
business ; indeed, this prudent sdcnce was lucky both 
for Don Alphonso and the minister, since thetonguea 
of defamers would have been busy in taking 
pieces the pretensions of a i-iceroy who owed hia pre 
ferment to my patronage. 

As soon as Don Cffisar's son could speak wiUif 
certainty of his new honors, he sent off an express'" 
for Valencia with the information to his father and 
Seraphina, who soon arrived in Jladrid. Their first 
object was to find mc out, and ply me thick and 
threefold with acknowledgments. A\niat a proud. I 
and affecting sight for me, to behold the threeJ 



persons 



I the world nearest 






heart, 



vymg ■ 



each other in their testimonies of affectio 
gratitude I The pleasure my zeal seemed persona]]^ 
to give tliera was equal to the dignity conferred on 
their house by the post of viceroy. They even 
talked with me on a footing of equality, and> scarcely 
remembered my original distance or servitude in the 
fervor of their present feelings. But not to dwell 

unnecessary topics, Don Alphonso, having takea_ 
ihe oaths and returned thanks, left Madrid with I 
i&nily, to take up his abode at Sanf 
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made Ilia public entry willi appropriate r 
niul the Arragonese caused it to appear, hy their 
cwtlial reception, that I had a very pretty knack rt 
picking out a viceroy. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



OIL BLAS JfEETS DOS OA8T0N BE COOOLLOS ASD DON 
AXDRBV De TORDESILLAS AT THE Ba/llflSG-ROOM. ASD 

ADjavBxs WITH Tiieai to a more coyrexiEUT place. 
THE SToar OF don oastos asd Dony* uelesa bs 

OALISTEO OOKCLUDED. SAJ/T/LLASE JtEJfDEBS SOME SEIt- 
riCE TO TORDESILLAS. 

I WAS up to the hilta in joy at having so marvel' 
lously metamorphoaed an ex-govemor into a viceroy! 
the lords of Leyva themselves were not primed 
and loaded so near to bursting. But very soon I 
had another opportunity of employing my credit in 
the beaten track of friendship ; and there is the more 
occasion to quote these inetances, that my readers 
may clearly discern with how different a man they 
are in company, fi-om tliat graceless Gil Bias, who, 
under the former ministry, carried on a ehamelees 
traffic in the honors and emoluments of the state. 

One day I was waiting in tlie king's antechamber, 
in conversation with some noblemen, who, knowing 
me to stand well witli flie prime minister, were not 
ashamed of taking mc by the hand. In the crowd was 
Don Gaston de Cogollos, whom I had left a prisoner 
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in tlie tower of Segovia, lie was with Don Andrew 
de Tordcsillas, the warden, I readily quitted my 
company to go and renew my acquaintance with my 
two friends. If they were astonished at .the sigiiC of 
me, I was no less so to find them here. After 
nmtual greetings, Don Gaston said, Signor de 
Santillane, we have many inquiries to mako of each 
otlier, and this pUice affords little opportunity for 
private intercourse ; allow me to request your 
company where we may open our hearts freely. I 
made no objection ; we pushed om- way through the 
crowd, and left the palace. Don Gaston's carriage 
was ready waiting in the street : we all three got 
into it, and drove to the great market-place, where 
the bull-fights are exhibited. There Cogolloa lived 
in a very handsome house. 

Signor Gil Bias, said Don Andrew on our 
entrance, at your departure from Segovia you seemed 
to have conceived a thorough hatred against the 
court, and to have formed a settled pur^mse of 
abandoning it forever. Such was, m fact, 
design, answered I ; nor were my sentiments at a 
changed during the lifetime of the late king; boj 
when the prince liis son came to tiie throne, I had a 
mind to sec whether the new monarch would know 
me again. He did so, and received me favorably, 
"with a strong recommendation to the prime minister, 
who admitteil me to his friendship, and took me mors 
Fjnto liis confidence than ever did the Duke of Lcrinaij 
This, Signor Don Andrew, is my story. And n 
jtell Die whether you still hold your ofRce in the tovrea 
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of Segovia. No, inJced, answered he ; 
duke has removed me, nnd put another in my room. 
He probably considered me as entirely devoted fo 
his predecessor. And I, said Don Gaston, was set 
at liberty for the contrar)- reason ; the prime minister 
was no sooner informed that my imprisonmeDt -was by 
the Duke of Lemia's oixier, than he ordered me to be 
released. The present business. Signer Gd Bias, is 
to relate the eubsequent particulars of my ad- 
ventures. 

The first tiling I did, continued he, after thanking 
Don Andrew for his kind attentions during my con- 
finement, was to re|jair to Madrid. I presented 
myself before the Count Duke of Oiivarez, who 
said. You need not be apprehensive of any blemish 
on your character in consequence of your late mis- 
fortune ; you are honorably acquitted : nay, your 
innocence is bo much the more satisfactorily estab- 
lished, as the Man^uis of Villareal, with whom you 
were supposed to be implicated, was not guilty. 
Though a Portuguese, and related to the Duke of 
Braganzu, he is less in his interests than in those of 
the king my master. That connection, therefore, 
ought not to liave been imputed to you aa a crime ; 
but, to repair your wrongs, the king has given you 
a lieutenant's commission in the Spanish guards. 
This I accepted, begging it as a favor of his excel- 
lency to allow me, before I joined my regiment, to 
go and see my aunt, Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla, 
at Coria. The minister gave me leave of absence 
for a month, and I departed with only one servant. 
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We liad got beyond Colmenar, and wei'c thread- 
T a narrow pass between two raountama, when we 
came within sight of a gcntlcmim defending liiinscU' 
bravely against tliree men, who all fell upon bini 
together. I did not hesitate about going to his aid, 
but liaatcued forward and planted myself by his side. 
I remarked, whUe we were fighting, tliat om: enemies 
were Diasked, and that we had to do with expert 
swordsmen. But we triumphed over the imlted ad- 
vantages of their ekill and disparity, I ran one of 
the tlu«e througli the body ; he fell from Iiia liorse, 
and the two otiters imm^ately betook themselves to 
flight. The victory indeed was scarcely less fatal to 
us than to the wretcli whom I had killed, for we 
were both dangerously wounded. But conceive my 
surprise, when I discovei-ed the gentleman to bo 
Combadoa, the husband of Donna Helena. He was 
no leas astonished at recognizuig me as hia defender. 
Ah, Don Gaston! exclaimed he, was it you, tlien, 
who came to my assistance ? When you took my 
part so gencroualy, you little thought it was the 
person who liad snatched your miatrasa from you. I 
really did not know it, answered I ; but though I 
had, do you think I could liave wavered about doing 
as I have done ? Can you entertain so ill an opinion 
of me as to believe my soul so sordid? No, no, 
replied he ; I think better of you ; and should I die 
of my wounds, it will be my prayer that yours may 
not disable you from profiting by my death. Com- 
bados, said I, though I have not yet forgotten Donna 
Helena, know that I do not pant after the possession 
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of her charms at the expense of your life 
from it, that I congratulate myself on ha^-ing con- 
tributwl to your rescue from assassination, since by 
so doing I liave performed an acceptable serilce to 
your wife. 

While we were communing together, my 8er\-ant 
disnioutited, and drawing near to the gentleman 
stretched at his Icngtli, took off hia mask, wlien 
Combados, with sensations of gratitude for hia 
deliverance, distinctly traced the features. It is 
Caprara, exclaimed he ; that treacherous cousin, who, 
in mere disgust at having missed a rich inheritance 
wliich he had unjustly disputed with me, has long 
since cherished a muj*<lerou3 design against my life, 
and fixed on this day to put it in execution ; but 
heaven has turned him over to its determined 
vengeance, and made liim the victim of Ilia own 
attempt. 

While this conversation was going on, our Llood 
was flowing at the same rate, and we were hecoming 
more exhausted every minute. Nevertheless, disabled 
as we were, we had strength enough to reach the 
town of Villarejo, which lies within a gimshot or 
two from the field of battle. At the very first house 
of call we sent for surgeons. The most expert cjime 
at our summons. He examined our wounds, and 
reported them as dangerous. After taking off the 
bandages and dressing them a second time, he pro- 
nounced those of Don Bias to he mortal. Of mine 
lie thought more fiivorably, and the event corre- 
sponded with his prognostic. 
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Combmlcis, fintling liimself consigned to the grsive, 
tbouglit only of due preparation for a most serious 
event. He sent an express to his wife, with on 
account of what had happened, particularizing his 
present sad condition. Donna Helena soon arrived 
at VUlarejo. Her mind was dra^iii different ways 
by two opposite occasions of distress — tbc hazard of 
her husband's life, and the fear of feeling the rei'ival 
of a half extinguished Haine at the sight of me. Tliia 
Bight occasioned her to experience a terrible agitation. 
Madani, said Don Bias when she appeared in his 
presence, you are come just iji time to receive my 
farewell. I am at the point of death, and I consider 
my fate aa a punishment from heaven for having 
taken you from Don Gaston by a feint : far from 
murmuring at it, I exhort you with my last breath to 
restore to him a heart which I had stolen from liim. 
Donna Helena answered him only by her tears ; and 
indeed it was the best answer she could make ; for 
ehc Jiad neither forgotten her firet love, nor the arti- 
fices whereby she bad been influenced to renounce 
her plighted faith. 

It happened, as the surgeon had anticipated, that 
in less than three days Combadoa died of his wounds, 
while mine, on the "contrary, wore the appearance 
of convalescence. The young widow, whom no 
eartlily considerations could detach from the care of 
transporting her late husband's remains to Coria, 
that tliey might be deposited with due honors in the 
iamily vault, left Villarejo on her return, after ii 
quiring, merely as a matter of course, \tovr I i 
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going on. As soon as I was well enou^ 
raoved, I bent my course to Cflria, where my recovery 
was soon ascertained, ily aunt. Donna Eleonora, 
and Don Geoi^e de Gnliateo, were detemiined that 
my marriage with Helena shoutd take {)]ace forth- 
with, leat some new caprice of fortune slioiihl pai't us 
once more. The ceremony was privately performed, 
on account of the late melancholy event, and within 
a, few days I returned to Madrid with Dotma Helena. 
Aa my leave of absence had expired, I was afraid 
lest the niiniatcr should have superseded me in my 
lieutenancy ; but he had not filled up the vacancy, 
and received my apologiea very graciously. 

Thus am I, continued Cogollos, lieutenant of the 
Spanish guards, and my situation is exactly to my 
mind. The circle of my friends is respectable and 
pleasant, and I live at my case among them. Wotdd 
I could eay as much I exclaimed Don Andrew ; but 
I am very far from being satisfied with my lot : I 
have lost my appointment, which was not without 
its advantages, and liave no friends of sufficient inter- 
est to procure me a better berth. Excuse me, Signor 
Don Andrew, cried I, with a sort of upbrsuding 
amile, you have a friend in me who may cliance to be 
better than no friend at all. I have told you already 
that I am a gre.ttcr favorite with my lord duke than 
with the Duke of Lenna ; and will you tell me to 
my face that you have no interest at court? Have 
you not already experienced the contrary? Recollect 
that, tlirough the Archbishop of Grenada's powerful 
recommendation, I procured you a nomination for 
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Mexico, where you ivould have niitdo your fortunei 
if love liiid not stepped in and marred it at Alicant. 
My means are now more extensive, since I liave tlie 
ear of tlie prime minister. I give myself up to you 
then, replied Toixlesillas ; but do not send me into 
New Spain, though the first appointment in the colo- 
nies were at your disposal. 

Here we were inten-upted by Donna Helena, who 
came into the room, and improved Even upon the 
visions of my fancy by the reality of her charms. 
Cogollos introduced me as the companion who had 
solaced the tedious liours of his imprisonment. Yes, 
madam, said I to Donna Helena, my conversation 
did Indeed soothe hia sorrows, for it turned on you. 
The compliment was not tlu-own away, and I took 
my leave with repeated congratulations, ^^'ith re- 
spect to Tordesillaa, I assured him that within a 
week he should know how far my power, as well as 
will, extended. 

Nor were these mere words. On the very next 
day, the opportunity occurred. San til lane, .said hia 
excellcncj', the place of governor in the royal prison 
of V^ladtJlid is vacant : it is worth more tliau three 
hundred pistoles a year, and is yours if you will / 
accept of it. Not if it were wortli ten tliousand' 
ducats, answered I, for it would carry me away from 
your lordsiiip. But, replied the minister, you may 
fill it by deputy, and only visit occasionally. That 
is as it may be, rejoined I ; but I sliall only accept 
it on condition of resigning in favor of Don Andrew 
de Toi'desillas, a brave and loyal gentleman; I 
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should like to give him this place in acknotrlec 
mcnt of his kindness to me in the tower of Segovia. 
Thia pica made the minister laugh licartily, and 
say, As far as I see, Gil Ulns, you mean to make 
yourself a gcnei-al patron. Even so be it, my friend ; 
the vaeancy ia yours for Tordesillas ; but tell me 
unfeignedly what fellow-feeling you have in the 
business, for you are not such a fool as to throw 
away your interest for nothing. My lord, answei'ed 
I, Don Andrew charged me nothing for all his acts 
of friendship ; and should not a man repay his obli- 
gations? Yoii arc become highly moral and seif- 
mortified, rephed his excellency ; rather more a 
than under the last administration. Precisely | 
rejoined I ; then evil communication c<jrrupted ( 
principles ; bargain and sale were the order of t 
day, and I conformed to the established practigl 
now, all prefennent is allotted on the footing 
meritorious free gift, and my integrity shall not 1 
the last to fall in with the fashion. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



One day, after dinner, a fancy seized me to i 
and see the poet of the Asturias, feeling a sort -j 
curiosity to know on what floor he lodged. I 1 



r 



vfsiT TO THE POET yusiiz. 349 

paired to the house of Signor Don Bertrand Gomez j 
del Ribero, and asked for Nunez. He does not live \ 
here now, said the porter, but over the way, in 
apartments at the back of the house. I went thither, 
and, croasing a small court, entered an unfurnished 
parlor, where my friend Fabricio was sitting at table, 
doing the honors to five or sis guests from the ham- 
let and liberty of PamasauB. 

They were at the latter end of a feast, and of 
course at the beginning of an affray ; but as soon as 
they perceived me, a dead silence succeeded to their 
obstreperous argumentation. Nmiez rose from his 
seat with much pomp and circumatance of politeness 
to receive me, saying. Gentlemen, Signor de Santil- 
lane I He does mc the honor to visit me under this 
liunible roof; as the favorite of the prime minister, 
you will all join with me in tendering your humble 
services. At tliis introduction, the worshipfLd com- 
pany got up and made their best bows ; for my rank 
could not fail of procuring me respect from the 
manufacturers of dedications. Though I was neither 
hungry nor thirsty, it was impossible not to sit down 
and drink a toast in such society. 

My presence appearing to be a restraint. Gentle- 
men, said I, it should seem that I have interrupted 
your conversation : resume it, or you drive me away, ]^ 
My learned .fiiends, said Fabricio, were discussing 
the "Iphigenia" of Euripides. The bachelor, 
Melchior de VilliSgas, a clever man of the first rank 
in the republic of letters, resumed the topic by asking 
Don Jacinto de Romerate whicli was the point of 
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interest in that trt^edy. Don Jacinto ascribed it c 
the imminent danger of Iphigenin, The bachelor 
contended, offering to pi-ove his proposition bj all 
the evidence admissible at the bar of logic or criti- 
cism, that the danger of a trumpery girl liad nothing 
to do with the real sympathy of that affecting piece. 
"What liaa to do with it then ? bawled the old li« 
tiate Gabriel of Leon, indignantly. It turns i 
the wind, replied the baehelor. 

The whole company burst into a sliout of laugh- 
ter at this assertion, whicli they were far from con- 
sidering as serious ; and I myself thought that M^^ 
chior had only launched it by way of adding the z 
of wit to the severity of critical discussion. Bui 
was out in my calculatiim respecting the char 
of that eminent scholar : he had not a grain < 
sprightliness or pleasantry in his whole compositua 
Laugh as you please, gentlemen, replied he, 
coolly ; I maintain that there is no circumstance fa 
the wind, unless It be the weathercock, to intei 
to strike, to rouse the paas.ions of the spectatq 
Figure to yourselves a multitudinous army aas^ 
bled for the purpose of laying siege to Troy ; 
into the account the eager haste of the officers 
common men to carry their enterprise into cxecurioj 
tliat they may return with their best legs foremol 
into Greece, where they have left everything mosti 
dear to them — their household gods, thcu- wives and 
their children : all this while a mischievous wind 
from the wrong quarter keeps them port-bound' J 
Aulis, and, as it were, drives a nail into the t« 
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heail of the expedition ; so that, till better weather, 
it was impossible to go and lay siege to Priam'a 
town. Wind and weather, therefore, make up 
the interest of this tragedy. My good wishes are 
with the Greeks ; my whole faniltiea are wrapped 
up in the success of their design ; the sailing 
of their fleet is with me the only hinge of the 
fable, and I look at the danger of Iphigcnia with 
aomewhat of & self-interested complacency, becanse 
by her death the winding up of the story into a brisk / 
and favorable gale was likely to be accelerated. \/ 

As soon as Vill^gaa liad finished his criticism, the 
langh burst out more than ever at his expense. 
Nunez was sly enough to aide with him, that a fairer 
scope and broader mark might be presented to the 
shafts of malicious wit which were let fly from all 
the quarters in the shipman's card at tliis poster of 
the sea and land. But the bachelor, eying them 
all with sublime indifference and supreme contempt, 
gave them to understand how low in the list of the 
ignorant and vulgar they ranked in his estimation. 
Every moment did I expect to sec these vaporing 
spirits kindle into a blaze, and wage war against the 
hairy honors of each other's brainless skulls ; but the 
joke was not carried to that length ; they confined 
their hostilities to opprobrious epithets, and took 
their leave when they had eaten and drunk as much 
as they coidd get. 

After their departure, I asked Fabricio why he had 
separated himself from his treasurer, and whether 
they had quarrelled. Quarrelled I answered he : 
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Heaven defend me from such a misfortune I I am 
on better terms than ever with Signor Don Bertrand, 
who gave his consent to my living apart from him : 
here, therefore, I receive my friends, and take my 
pleasure with them unmolested. You know very 
well that I am not of a temper to lay up treasures 
for those who are to come after me ; and as it hap- 
pens luckily, I am now in circumstances to give my 
little classical entertainments every day. I am de- 
lighted at it, my dear Nunez, replied I, and once 
more wish you joy on the success of your last trage- 
dy : the great Lope, by his eight hundred dramatic 
pieces, never made a quarter of the money which 
you have got by the damnation of yoiur " Count de 
Saldagna." 
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CHAPTER I. 

GIL BLAS SENT TO TOLEDO BY TOE MINISTER. THE PURPOSE 
OF HIS JOURNEY AND ITS SUCCESS. 

For nearly a month his excellency had been say- 
ing to me every day, Santillane, the time is ap- 
proaching when I shall call your choicest powers 
of address into action ; but the time that was com- 
ing never came. It is a long lane, however, where 
there is no turning; and his excellency at length 
spoke to me nearly as follows : They say that there 
is, in the company of comedians at Toledo, a young 
actress of much note for her personal and professional 
fascinations ; it is affirmed that she dances and sings 
like all the Muses and Graces put together, and that 
the whole theatre rings with applause at her perform- 
ance : to these perfections is added matchless and 
irresistible beauty. Such a star should only shine 
within the circle of a court. The king has a taste 
for the stage, for music, and for dancing ; nor must 
he be debarred from the pleasure of seeing and hear- 
ing such a prodigy. I have determined on sending 
you to Toledo, that you. may judge for yourself 
whether she really is so extraordinary an actress : 
on your feeling of her merit my measures shall be 
VOL. ni. 23 
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taken ; for I have unlimited confidence in your dis- 
cernment. 

I undertook to bring his lordship a good accomit 
of tills business, and made my arrangements for set- 
ting out with one Hcrvant, but not in the minister's 
livery, by way of conducting matters more warily ; 
and that precaution relished well with his exeellency. 
On my arrival at Toledo, 1 had scarcely alighted at 
tlie inn, when the landlord, taking me for some coun- 
try gentleman, sniJ, Please your honor, you are 
probably come to be jiresent at the august ceremony 
of an Auto da Fi^ to-morrow. I answered in the 
afiii-mativB, the more completely to mislead hiin and 
keep my own counsel. You will see, replied he, 
one of the prettiest processions yon ever saw in yoin* 
life : there are said to be more than a hundred pris- 
oners, and ten of them are to he roasted. 

In good truth, next morning, before sunrise, I 
Iieard all the bells in the town peal merrily ; and 
the design of their bob-majors was to acquaint the 
people that the pastime was about to begin. Curi- 
ous to see what sort of a recreation it waa, I dressed 
in a huny, and posted to the scene of action. All 
about that quarter, and along the streets where the 
procession was to pass, were scaffolds, on one of 
which I purchased a standing. The Dominicans 
walked first, preceded by the banner of the inquisi- 
tion. These Christian fathers were immediately fol- 
lowed by the hapless victims of the holy office se- 
lected for this day's bumt-oifering. These devoted 
wretches walked one by one, with their head and 
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feet bare, each of theai with a taper in his hand, and 
a fiery, not baptismal godfather by liis aide. Some 
liatl Jarge yellow Bcapulariee, worked with crosses of 
St. Andrew in red ; otliers wore sugar-loaf caps of 
pa^wr, illustrated with flames and diabolical figures 
of all sorts by way of emblem. 

As I looked narrowly at tlicae objects of religious 
gaze, with a compassion in my heart which might 
have been construed criminal, had it run over from 
my eyes, I fancied that tlic reverend Father Hilary 
and his companion brother Ambrose were among 
those who figm^^d in the sugar-loaf caps. They 
passed too near for me to be deceived. What do I 
see ? thouglit I inwardly. Heaven, wearied out with 
the wicked livea of these two scoundrels, has given 
them up to the justice of the inquisition ! My w^hole 
fi-ame trembled at the thought, and my spirits were 
scarcely equal to support me from fainting. My 
connection witli these knaves, the adventure at Xel- 
va, all our pranks in partnership rushed upon my 
memory, and I did not know how suflSciently to 
thank God for having preserved me from St. An- 
drew's crosses and the painted devils on the paper 
caps. 

When tlie ceremony was over, I returned to the 
inu with my heart sickening at the dreadful sight ; 
but painful impressions soon wear away, and I 
thought only of my commission and its due accom- 
plishment. I waited with impatience for play-time, 
as the moiricnt and scene of my commencing opera- 
tions. On the opening of tlie doors I repaired to the 
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theatre, and took my seat next to a knight of Alcaa* 
tara. We soon got into chat. Sir, said I, the 
players here have been represented to nie in veiy 
fiivorable terms : may I give credit to general re- 
port? The company is not contemptible, replied 
the knight : they have some first-rate performers ; 
among the rest, the peerless Liicretia, an actress of 
fourteen, who will astonish you; and she plays one 
of her best parts to-night. 

On the drawing up of the curtain, two actresses 
came on, with eveiy advantage of dress and stage 
effect ; but neither of tlicm could possibly be tlie 
object of my search. At length Lucretia made her 
appearance at the back scene, and walked forwards 
amidst a thunder of applause. Ah I tliis is she, in- 
deed ! thought I ; and a delicate specimen of loveli- 
ness, as I am a sinner I In her \'cry first speech she 
proved herself a child of nature, with energy and con- 
ception far above her years ; and the approbation of 
a provincial audience was confirmed hy my nietro- 
politan judgment. The knight was happy to find I 
liked her, and assured me that if I had heard her sing, 
my ears might have rejoiced to the sorrow of my heart. 
Her dancing, too, he represented as not less formida- 
ble to the free will of lordly man. I inquired what 
youth, blessed as the immortid gods, had the exqui- 
site happiness of bringing himself to beggary for so 
Bweet a girl. She is under no avowed protection, 
said he ; and scandal has not coupled her name with 
private license ; but Lucretia must take care of ha> 
self, for she ia under the wing of her aunt Eeti 
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and there ia not an actress in tlie company so warm- 
ly fledged for hatching the tender passions into life. 

At the name of Estella, I inquired with some 
eagerness who she was. One of our best pcrform- 
era, said my informant. She does not play to-night, 
to our great loss, for her cast is that of abigails, and 
she humors them to pei-fection. A little too broad, 
perhaps, but that is a fault on the right side. From 
the features of the description, there could be no 
doubt but this must be Laura ; that lady so notori- 
ous in these memoirs, wliom I left at Grenada. 

To make assurance doubly sure, I weut bcliind 
the scenes after the play. There she was, in the 
green-room, flirting with some men of fashion, who 
probably endured the aunt for the sake of the niece. 
I came up to pay my devotions ; but whim, or per- 
haps revenge for my cutting and running from Gre- 
nada, determined her to put on the stranger, and 
receive my compliments with so discouraging a cold- 
ness as to tluxjw me into some little confusion. In- 
stead of laughing it off, I was fool enough to be angry, 
and withdrew in a choleric determination to return 
next day. Laura shall smart for tliis ! said I ; her 
e shall not appear at court ; I will tell the minister 
that she dances like a she bear, has formed her hraumu 
between the scream of a pea-lien and the cackle of a 
goose, acts like a puppet, and comprehends like an 
idiot. 

Such was my scheme of revenge, but it proved 
abortive. Just as I was going out of town, a foot- 
boy brought me the following note : "Forget and for- 




give, and follow the bearer." I obeyed, s 

Laura at her dressing-table in very elegant apart^ 

meats near the theatre. 

She rose to welcome me, saying, Signer Gil Bias, 
you have every reason to be offended at your recep- 
tion behind the scenes, which was out of character 
betiveen such old friends ; but 1 really was most 
abominably disconcerted. Just as you came up, 
one of our gentlemen had brought mc some scandal- 
ous stories about iiiy niece, wliose honor has always 
been deiarcr to me than my own. On coming to 
myself, I inunediatcly sent iny servant to find you 
out, with the intention uf making you amends to- 
day. You have done so already, my dear Laura, 
said I; let ua tlierefore talk over old times. You 
may remember tliat I left you in a very ticklish pre- 
dicament, when conscience and tlic fear of punish- 
ment drove me so precipitately from Grenada. How 
did you get off widi your Portuguese lover? EafUy 
enough, answered Laura : do not you know that in 
those cases men are mere fools, and acquit us women 
without even calling for our defence ? 

I fa^ed the Marquis of Marialva out that you were 
my very brother, and drew upon my impudence for 
the support of my credit. Do you not see, eidd I 
to my Portuguese dupe, tliat this is all the contriv- 
ance of jealousy and rage ? My rival, Xarcissa, in- 
fiiriated at my possession of a heart which she had 
vainly attempted to gain, lias bribed the candle-snuff- 
er to assert that he has seen mc aa Arsenia's wmt- 
ing-woman at Madrid. It is on abominable fals&- 
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hood ; the widow of Don Antonio Coello has always 
been too Iiigh in her notions to be the hanger-on of 
a theatrical mistress. Besides, what completely dis- 
proves the whole allegation is my brother's precipi- 
tate retreat: if he were lierc, it would be a subject 
of evidence ; but Narciasa must have devised some 
stratagem to get liim out of the way, 

These reasons, continued Laura, were not the 
roost convincing in the world, but they did very well 
for the marquis ; and that good, easy nobleman con- 
tinued his confidence till his return to Portugal, 
This happened soon after your departure ; and Za- 
pata's wife had the pleasure of seeing me lose what 
she could not win. After this, I staid some years 
longer at Grenada, till the company was broken up 
in consequence of some squabbles, which will take 
place in mimic as well as in real life : some went to 
Seville, others to Cordova ; and I came to Toledo, 
where I have been for these ten years with my niece 
Lucretin, whose performance you must have seen 
last night. 

This was too much to be taken gravely. Laura 
inquired why I laughed. Can that be a question? 
said I. You have neither brother nor sister, one or 
other of wliich is a necessary ingredient in an aunt. 
Besides, when I calculate in my mind the lapse of 
time since our last separation, and compare that period 
vrith the age of your niece, it ia more than possible 
that your relationship maybe in a nearer degree of kin, 

I imderstand you, replied Don Antonio's widM 
with something like a mora) tinge of 
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ctieek ; you are an accurate chronologist 1 Tlii 
no garbling facta in defiance of your memory. Well 
then ! Lucretia is my daughter by the Marquis of 
Marialva : it was extremely wrong, but I cannot con- 
ceal it from you. The confession must indeed be a 
shock to your modesty, said I, after telling me your- 
self what pranks you played with the hospital stew- 
ard at Zamora. I must tell you moreover that Lu- 
cretia is an article of so superior a quiJity, as to 
render you a public benefactor by having thrown her 
into the market. It were to be wished that the stolen 
embraces of all your fraternity might be blessed with 
fruitfiilnesa, if they could secure to tliemaelves a pat- 
ent for breeding after your sample. 

Should any sarcastic reader, comparing this pas- 
sage with some circumstances related while I waa 
the marquis's secretary, suspect me of being entitled 
to dispute the honors of paternity with that noble- 
man, I blush to Bay that my claims are entirely out 
of the question. 

I laid open my principal adventures to Laura in 
my turn, as well as the present state of my affairs. 
She listened with interest, and said, Friend Santil- 
lane, you seem to play a principal part on the stage 
of the world, and 1 congratulate you most heartily. 
Should Lucretia be engaged at Madrid, I flatter my- 
self she will find a powerful protector in Signer de 
Santillane. Doubt it not, answered I : your daugh- 
ter may have her engagement whenever you please : 
I can promise you tiiat, without presuming too mucli 
on my interest, I take you at your word, replied 
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Laura, and would set out to-morrow, were I not 
under articles to this company. An order from 
court will cut the knot of any articles, rejoined I ; 
and that I take upon myself: you shall have it with- 
in a week. It is an act of chivalry to rescue Lucre- 
tia from Toledo : such a pretty little actress belongs 
to tiie royal court, as parcel of the manor. 

Lucretia came into the room just as I was talking 
of lier. The goddess Hebe herself never looked 
better in her best days : it was nature in the bud, 
exhaling the sweets of her earliest bloom, but prom- 
ising a more luxuriant waste of treasure. She was 
just up ; and her natural beauty, without the aid of 
art, communicated the most rapturous seiiBatioiie. 
Come, niece, aaid her mother, thank the gentleman 
for all his kindness to us : he is an old friend of mine, 
who ranks high at court, and undertakes to get us 
both an engagement at the theatre royal. The little 
girl seemed to be much pleased, and made me a low 
courtesy, saying, with an enchanting smile, I most 
humbly thank you for your obliging intention ; but, 
by taking me from a partial audience, arc you cer- 
tain that I shall not be looked down upon by that of 
Modiid ? I may but lose by the exchange. I re- 
member bearing my aunt say that she has seen 
players most favorably received in one town, and 
hissed off the stage in another : this absolutely 
frightens mc ; beware, therefore, of exposing me 
to the derision of the court, and yourself to its re- 
proaches. Lovely Lucretia, answered I, we have 
neither of us anything to fear ; I am rather appre- 
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hensive, lest, by the havoc you will ma^^^m^^; 
hearts, you should excite rivaleliips aod kindle dia- 
cord among the courtiera. My niece's feiu-s, aaJd 
Laura, are better founded than youra ; but I hope 
they will both prove vain : however feeble may be 
Lucretia'a charms of person, her talents as an actreaa 
are at least above mediocrity. 

We continued the conversation for some time ; 
and I could gather, from Lucretia's share in it, that 
she was a girl of superior talents. On taking leave, 
I assured them that they should immediately receive 
a summons to Madrid. 



8ASTILLAIIE MAKES HIS Reif>llT TO 

UISmONS BIM TO SESD FOB LDCRETIA. THE FIRST liPtEAli- 
ASca OF THAT ACTRESS BEFORE TUB COURT. 

On my return, I found my lord duke impatient 
to be informed of my success. Have you seen her? 
said he: is she worth transplanting? My lord, 
answered I, fame, which generally runs beyond all 
disci-ction in its report of beauty, has erred on the 
side of parsimony in its estimate of the matchless 
young Lucretia ; she is all that youthful poets fancy 
when they feign, for personal attmetions, and all 
th^ veteran managers seek when they sign artidev^ 
in scenic qualifiuations. 

Is it possible? exclaimed the minister 
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Batiefaction wiiich involuntarily peeped out at 
eyes, and made me tliink he had some selfish hanker- 
ings after the article of my marketing at Toledo ; is 
it possible ? and is she really so charming a creatm'e ? 
When you see her, replied I, you will own that any 
verbal picture of her pcrfeetions must be altogether 
inadequate to their due description. His excellency 
then requiring a minute account of my journey, I gave 
him all the particulars, not excepting Laura's story, 
and Lucretia'fl parentage. Ilis lordship waa de- 
lighted at the latter circumstance, and enjoined me, 
with a cordial compliment on my skill in such deli- 
cate negotiations, to finish as auspiciously as I had 
begun my undertaking. 

I went to look for Carnero, and told him that 
was his excellency's pleasure he should make out 
order for the admission of EsteJla and Lut 
actresses fi-om the Toledo theatre, into his majest 
company. Say you so, Signer de Santillane 
Bwered Carnero with a sarcastic leer ; you shall n( ^ 
be kept long in suspense, since you take so marked 
an interest in the fortunes of these two ladies. He 
expedited the order in my presence, and within a 
week the mother and daughter sent me notice of 
their arrival, I immediately hastened to their lodj 
ing near the tlieatre, and after an interchange 
thanks on their part, and assurances of continm 
support on mine, left them with my beat wishes 
a brilliant career of success. 

Tlieir names were announceil in the bills as two 
' new actresses, engaged by tlie idate of the 
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court. They made tbeir first appearance map 
which they had been accustomed to perform in at 
Toledo with loud and unanimous applause. 

Novelty ia the very life and soul of thcatricid en- 
tertainments. The house was uncommonly crowded, 
and I, of course, waa among the audience. I was 
rather frightened before the curtain drew up. Pre- 
judiced aa I was in favor of the candidates, my alarm 
was in proportion to my interest. But when once 
tliey were fairly on the boards, the din of welcome 
quieted all my apprehensions. Estclla was consid- 
ered aa a first-rate actress in eoraic parts, and Lucre- 
tia as a female Roacius in heroines and love-sick 
damsela. But the love wliich she feigned herself 
she really kindled in the hearts of the spectatora. 
Some admired the beauty of her eyes, others were 
touched with the plaintive eweetness of her voice, 
and all, bowing to the triumph of youth, vivacity, 
and elegance, went away in raptures with Iier person. 

My lord duke, who took an uncommon interest 
in this tlu'Catrical event, was at the play that even- 
ing. I saw him leave Lis box at tlie end of the 
piece with evident approbation of our new per- 
formers. Curious to know whether they equalled 
his expectations, I followed hlra home, and into hia 
closet, saying, Well, iny lord, is yoiu: excellency 
well pleased with little JIarialva? My excellency, 
answered he with a sly smile, must be very difficult 
to be pleased, not to confirm the public voice ! 
yes, indeed, my good friend, I am enraptured with 
your Lucretia, and firmly believe tliat the king will 
not see her without emotion. 
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CHAPTER III. 

LUCRE TIA'S POPULARITY; HER APPEARANCE BEFORE i.THE 
KING; HJS PASSION, AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

Great was the noise about the court on this 
double acquisition to the theatre ; it became the 
topic of conversation next day at the king's levee. 
The young Lucretia was most in the mouths of the 
nobility, who described her so feelingly, that his 
majesty could not but imbibe the impression, though 
he was too polite to express his interest either in 
words or by looks. 

To make amends for that restraint, he questioned 
the minister as soon as he was alone with him, who 
stated the success of a young actress from Toledo on 
the evening before. Her name, added he, is Lu- 
cretia ; and it is really a pity that ladies of her pro- 
fession should ever have been christened by any less 
chaste appellative. She is an acquaintance of San- 
tillane, who spoke so highly of her, that I thought 
it right to engage her for your majesty's company. 
The king smiled at the mention of my name, recol- 
lecting, perhaps, through what channel he became 
acquainted with Catalina, and foreboding a like 
assistance on the present occasion. Count, said he 
to the minister, I mean to see this Lucretia act to- 
morrow, and will thank you to let her know it. 

I was, of course, sent with this intelligence to the 
two actresses. Great news I said I to Laura^ whom 



I saw first : you will have the sovereign of tlie 
Spanish monarchy among your audience to-moirow, 
as the minister has deaired me to inform you. I 
cannut doubt but you will both of you do your best 
to prove yourselves worthy of a royal command ; but 
I would advise you to choose a piece with niu^ic and 
dtmeiug, that all Lucreda's accomplishments may be 
displayed at one view. We will take your counsel, 
answered Laura, and it shall not be our faults if bis 
majesty is disappointed. That can scarcely happen, 
said I, seeing Lucretia come into the room in an 
undress, which showed her person to more advan- 
tage than all the wardrobe of the theatre : he will 
be tlie more delighted with your lovely niece, be- 
cause dancing and music are his priucipal pleasures : 
lie may even be tempted to throw her the handker- 
chief. I do not at all wish, replied Laura, that he 
eliould be that way inclined ; all-powerful monarch 
as he is, he might not find the accomplishment of 
hia desires so easy. Lucretia, tliough brought up 
beliind the scenes, is not without virtuous principles ; 
whatever pleasure she may take in applause and 
professional reputation, she had much rather pre- 
serve the character of a good girl than establish that 
of a great actress. 

Aunt, said little Marialva, joining in the conver- 
sation, why conjure up monsters only to lay them 
again? I sliall never be at a loss to repel the king's 
advances, because his taste is too refined to stoop so 
low. But, charming Lucretia, said I, if such a 
tlung should happen, would you he cruel enough to 
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rlet Mm languish like a common lover? Why not? 
answered slie. Setting virtue aside, my vanity 
wouJd be more flattered by my own resistance than 
by the tribute of his affeotion. I was not a little 
Burpriscd to hear a pupil of Laura's school talk so 
properly, and to find that with 60 free an education 
she imbibed such unusual principles of morality. 

The king, impatient to sec Lucretia, went to the 
play next evening. Tlie piece was got up with 
miieic and dancing, to show our young nctreaa off to 
the best advantage. My eyes were fixed on hia 
majesty ; but he completely eluded my penetration 
by an obstinate gravity. On the following day, the 
minister said, Santillane, I have just been with the 
king, who has been talking about Lucretia with so 
much animation, that I doubt not but he ia smitten ; 
and, as 1 told him that you had sent for her fram 
Toledo, he expressed a wish to confer with you in 
private on the subject : orders are given for your 
admittance ; run, and bring me back an account of 
what passes. 

I flew to the palace, and found the king alone. 
He was walking up and down, iu much apparent 
perplexity. He put several questions to me about 
Lucretia, made me relate her history, and then 
asked whether the little jade had not been tampering 
with chastity already. I boldly assured him to the 
contrary, though such pledges were somewhat haz- 
ardous in general ; but mine was taken, and gave 
the prineenmch pleasure. If so, replied he, I select 
you for my agent with Lucretia; let her become 



368 OIL BLAS. 

acquainted with her triumph from your lips. He then 
put a box of jewels into my hand, worth fifty thou- 
Bond crowns, with a message begging her acceptance 
of them, and promising more substantial proofs of 
his affection. 

Before I went on this errand, I reported progress 
to mj' lord duke. That minister, I thought, would 
be more vexed than rejoiced at it ; supposing that 
he had lua own views of gallantry towards Lucretia, 
and would learn with regret the rivalehip of his 
master ; but I was mistaken. Far from appearing 
chagrined, his joy was eo excessive that it would 
ooze out at his tongue in words which were not 
quite lost on the hearer, " Indeed, friend Philip! 
then I have you in my clutches : while your pleas- 
ures lead you, your busineas must be left to me ! " 
Tliis side speech explained to me the plot — an 
amorous prince, and a long-headed njinister ! My 
orders were to execute my commission as speedily 
as possible, with the assurance that the first lord in 
the land would be proud to stand in my shoes. Bo- 
sides, there was no pimp of rank, as in ihe former 
case, to seize the profit and leave the infamy vrith 
me ; the lionor and emolument were now exclusively 
my own. 

Thus did his excellency relish the ingredients of 
panderisra to iny palate ; and I tasted them with the 
greediness, but not without tlie qualms, of an epi. 
cure ; for since my imprisonment I had become re- 
generate, and did not take pride in dirty work, be- 
cause my employer washed his hands in perfumed 
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water. But tliough conscience was awake, interest 
was not asleep. I was no longer a villain for tl 
fiin of it ; but my compliance would confirm my fooW 
ing with the minister, and hiiu it was my duty, at a 
i, to please. ' 

My first appeal was to Laura in private. I opeoec 
the negotiation delicately, and presented my creden.-d 
tials in the form of the jewel-box. The lady w 
thrown off her guard by the display. Signer Git| 

18, cried she, you are one of my oldest fiicnde 
and I must not play the hypocrite : stroitlaccd mon 
xla ore inconsistent with the discipline of my sect«-i| 
Nothing can be more delightful to me than a c 
quest, which throws suclk a game into our handsel 
But, between ourselves, I am afraid Lucretia i 
]fio enlightened as we are; though a daun^ter o?| 
3!'halia, she has taken tlie better-behaved goddcaseil 
for her schoolmistrcsaea, and given a rebuff to two 
young noblemen of amiable manners and large for- 
tunes. They were not kings, you will say; and 
truly we may hope that Lucretia'a virtue will be too | 
undisciplined to stand a royal siege ; but you mm 
remember the event is hazardous, and I shall not in-fl 
terpose my authority to compel lier. If, for fromi 
thinking herself honored by the fleeting passion of i 
the king, she should revolt from his advances withn 
disdain, let not our illustrious sovereign be offended 
at her rcsen-e. But do you come back hither to- 
joorrow, and carry back cither the jewels or a re- 
turn of affection. 

I had no douht but Laura would tutor Luci 
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the school of time-acn-ing morality, and depended 
much on lier iastruction. It was therefore no small 
surprise to find that Laura worlccd as much against 
wind and tide to launch lier daughter into the trade- 
wind of evil, as other maternal pilots to eet the sails 
of theirs in the eontrary monsoon of good ; and what 
is still more unaccountable, Lucretia, after tasting 
of royal delights, was so completely surfeited with 
the banquet as to throw herself at once into tlic arms 
of the ehurch, where she professed, fdl .sick, and 
died of grief. Laura, disconsolate for the loss of 
her daughter, and the part she hei-sclf had acted in 
the tragedy, retired into a convent of female peni- 
tents, and did penance for d)C unhallowed pleasures 
of her former life. The king was affected by his 
sudden loss, but soon found comfort in some other 
pursuit. The premier talked little on the subject, 
but thought so much the more, as the reader will 
easily believe. 



CHAPTER ir. 



Mr feelings were all alive to Lucretia'a ill fate, 
and my own infamy in having contributed to it. 
The royal wants of the lover were no excuse for my 
taking the post of eheapener, and I determined to 
resign the staff of office in that department, entreat- 
ing the minister to employ me in some other. He 
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was charmed with my nice sense of hunor, and pt 
ised to comply with my scruples, laying open hii 
most heart in the following speech : — 

Some years hcfore I was in office, cliance threw 
me across a lady of such shape and beauty as in- 
duced me to trace her home. 1 learned that slie was 
a Genoese, by name Doima IVIargnrita Spinola, sup- 
porting herself at iladrid on the income arising from 
her beauty. It was reported that Don i'rancisco <le 
Val^aaar, an officer about the court, a rich man, an 
old man, and a married man, laid otit liia money 
very freely on this hazardous speculation. These 
rumors ought to liave deterred me ; but they only 
whetted my desires to share with Vali^asar. To gain 
my end, I had recourse to a female broker of tender- 
ness, who adjusted the terms of a private inteniew 
witli tlie Genoese ; and the price current being set- 
tled, the traific was frequently repeated; it was an 
open market for my rival and me, or possibly for 
many other bidders. 

Let that be as it may, a choice boy was in tlie 
fulness of time produced to the club, and the mother 
complimented every member individually in private 
with the credit : but we were each of ua too modest to 
acknowledge a bantling which had bo probable a claim 
npon a better father ; so that the Genoese was com- 
pelled to maintain him on the profits of her profes- 
sion : this she did for eighteen years, and dying at 
the end of that period, has left her eon without ji 
fartJiing, and, what is worse, without an idea or an 
accomplishment . 
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Such, continued his lordsliip, is the confidence I 
meant to repose in you, and I sliall now lay open 
the great design I have formed to draw this unfor- 
tunate child from his obscurity, reverse the color of 
■hia fate, raise liim to the highest honors, and ac- 
knowledge liim aa my Bon. 

At so extravagant a project it was impossible not 
to be open-mouthed. AVliat, sir, exclaimed I, can 
your excellency have adopted eo strange a resolution ? 
Excuse my freedom ; but my zeal cannot restrain it- 
self. You will be of my mind, replied he with eager- 
ness, when I shall have explained to you my motives. 
I have no mind that my estates should descend in tlie 
collateral line. You will tell me, that I am not so 
old as to despair of having children by Madame 
d'Olivarez. But every one ia best judge of his own 
condition : know therefore that there ia not a receipt 
in the whole extent of chemistry which I have not 
tried, but without effect, to appear once again in the 
character of a father. ^Vherefore, since fortune, 
stepping in to cover the defects of nature, jtresents 
me with a cliild >vhose parent after all I may actually 
be, he is mine by adoption ; that is a settled point. 

When I found the minister determined, I no longer 
argued against his resolution, as knowing him to be 
a man who would rather do a foolish act of his own 
than adopt a wise suggestion of another. It only 
remains now, added he, to educate Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman ; for by that name I intend him to be 
known in the world, till the time arrives when he 
may aspire to liigher dignities. You, my dear San- 
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tillane, I hare dioeen to siqieriiitend hk eondiict : I 
have fiill coofideoce in toot talents and 6ieDdgiiq>, 
to regulate his bonsehold, direct hie studies, and 
make him an accomplished gentleman. I woold 
willinglj hare declined the office, as never having 
exercised the craft of a pedagogue, which required 
much more genius and solidity than mine ; but he 
shut my month bv saying it was his absolute deter- 
mination that I should be tutor to this adopted son, 
whom he designed for the first offices of the mon- 
archy. As a bribe for my compliance, his lordship 
increased my little iooome with a pension of a thou- 
sand crowns on the commandery of Mambra. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE SON OF THE GENOESE IS ACKNOWLEDGED BY A LEGAL 
INSTRUMENT, AND NAMED DON UENRY PHILIP DB GUZMAN 
SANTILLANE ESTABLISHES HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND ARRANGES 
THE COURSE OF HIS STUDIES, 

The act of adoption was soon legalized with the 
king's consent and good pleasure. Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman, as this descendant from a committee of 
fathers was named, became acknowledged successor 
to the earldom of Olivarez and the duchy of San 
Lucar. The minister, to give the act all possible 
publicity, communicated it through Carncro to the 
ambassadors and gi'andees of Spain, who were some- 
what startled. The jokers of Madrid were not in- 
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sensible to the ridicule, and the satirical poels i 
their harvest of ao fine a enbject for their pen. 

I ftsked my lord duke where my pupil wbb. Here 
in town, answei-ed he, with an aunt from whom 1 
shall remove liim iis soon as you ha^e got a hou^ 
ready. This I did immediately, and fumiahe<l it 
magnificently. When my establishment was com- 
plete in servants and officers, hia esrellenry sent for 
tliia equivocal production, this spurious offset from 
the renowned stock of the Giizmnns. The lad was 
tall and personable. Don Henry, said his lordship, 
pointing to mc, this gentleman is to be your tutor, 
and introduce you into the world ; he baa my entire 
confidence, and an luilimited authority over you. 
After much good advice, and many compliments to 
me, the minister retired, and I took Don Henry 
home. 

As soon as we got thither, I introduced bim to hia 
household, aiid explained the nature of each individ- 
ual's employment. He did not seem at all discon- 
certed at the change of cii'cum stances, but received 
the obeisances of his dependants as if he bad been a 
lord by nature, and not by chance. He was not 
without mother-wit, but ignorant in a deplorable de- 
gree ; he could scarcely read and write. I gave 
bim masters for the Latin grammar, geography, 
history, and fencing. A dancing-master of course 
was not forgotten ; but in an affair of the first con- 
sequence, selection was difficult, for there were more 
eminent professors of that art in Madrid than of all 
the languages and scicncea put together. 
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While I was pontlpring on this difficulty, a man 
gaudily dressed came into the court-yard and in- 
quirtwl for me. I went down, supposing him to be 
at least a knight of some military or privilegcjd or- 
der. Signor de Santillanc, said he, with a profusion 
of bows which anticipated hia line in life, I am come 
to offer you my senicea as Don Henry's governor. 
My name is Martin Ligcro, and I have, thank heaven, 
Eome reputation in the world. I have no occasion to 
rjinvass for scholars ; that is all very well for petty 
dancing-maatcrs ! My cuHtom is to wait till I fim 
sent for ; but being a sort of appendage to the house 
of Gu2tnan, and having taught its various branches 
for a long period, I tliought it a point of respect to 
wait on you first. I i>erceive, answered I, that you 
are just the man we want. What are your terms? 
Four double pistoles a month, answered he, and I 
give but two lessons a week. Four doubloons a 
month ! cried I ; tliat is an exorbitant price. Exor- 
bitant I rejoined he with astonishment ; why, it is 
not more than eight times as much as you would 
give to a mathematical master or a Greek professor. 

There was no resisting so ludicrous a comparison 
of merit ; I laughed outright, and asked Signer 
Ligero whether he really thought hia talents worth 
more than those of the first proficients in learning 
and science. Most assuredly, said he; at least, if 
you measure our pretensions by their respective util-v/ 
ity. ^\niat sort of machines may those be which are 
fashioned under their hands? Jointless puppets, 
unlicked cubs, open-mouthed and impenetrable shell- 
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fish ; but our leasons supple and render pliant the 
intractable etitfneaa of their component parts, and 

ing them insensibly into shape : in short, vre com- 
municate to them a "Taceful motion, a polite addreae, 
the carriage of good company, and the outward 
marks of elevated rank. 

I could not but give way to such cogent arguments 
a favor of the dancing-master's occupation, and en- 
gaged liim about Don Henry's person, without hag- 
gling as to terms, since those specified were only 
at the rate estabhahed by the leading professors of 
the art. 



CHAPTER 71. 



( iiETuRy FRoar xew spaih. eii blas FLAcsa hiX 

:kb op arvtir. bis cahemr op noson. and his 
•ER-s uatriuosial speculation on his behalf. 

TEST OF J/OBlLiry COXFERRED ON OIL BIAS AOAJNST 



I HAD not yet half arranged Don Henry's house- 
hold, when Scipio returned from Mexico. He 
brought with him three thousand ducats in cash, and 
merchandise to double the amount. I wish you joy, 
said J ; the foundation of your fortune is laid ; and 
if you prefer a snug berth at Madiid to the risk of 
going back, you have only to tell me so. There is 
no question about that, snid the son of Cosclina : a 
genteel situation at home is far preferable to a second 
voyage. 



DVCIUTY OF DOy ai'ZMAX. 



After relating the birth and adventures of the lit- 
tle adopted Guzman, and ray own appointment ss 
tutor, I oSered him the situation of upper servant to 
tliia babe of chance : Sclpio, Avho could have devised 
notliing better for himself, readily accepted the office, 
and within the small space of three or four days got 
tlie length of his new master's foot. 

I had-tftken it for granted that the verb-grinders 
and eoncord-manufactmers to whom I had given the 
plant of this Genoese hostanl would lose stock and 
block, under the idea that he was of an intractable 
and profitless age ; but my forebodings were com- 
pletely reversed. lie not only comprehended, but 
easily retained the lessons of his masters, and they 
were very well satisfied with him. 1 was in an 
enormous hurry to greet the ears of my lord duke 
with tiiia intelligence, and he received it with abun- 
dant joy. Santillanc, exclaimed he with dcligiit, 
you give me new life by the assurance of Don Henry's 
capacity and application : it runs in tlic blood of tlie 
Guzmans ; and I am ' the more confirmed in his 
being unquestionably my own, because I am just as 
fond of him as if Madame d'Olivarez herself liad lain 
in of the brat in due form under this very roof. The 
voice of nature, you perceive, will make itself heard. 
I thought it unnecessary to give hia lordsliip any 
opinion on that subject; but with a delicate deference 
to hia credulity, left him to enjoy liis fancied jmtcrnity 
in peace, whether well or ill founded. 

Though all tlie Guzmans held this elod of newly 
turned up nobility in utter scorn, they were polltio 
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enough to smooth over the comigatione of their 
conteinpt ; nay, some of them even affected to 
languieb for liis good opinion ; the ambassadurs and 
principal nobility then at Madrid waited on hiin 
with all the ceremony appertaining to the rank of a 
legitimate eon. The minister, intoxicated with the 
fumes of incense offered to his idol, hegar. to buUd a 
temple worthy of the worship. The cross of Alcan- 
tara was the foundation, with a commandery of ten 
thousand crowns. The next step was to a Idgh 
office in the royal household, and tlie completion of 
the whole was matrimony. M'^iahing to connect 
him with a family of tlie first rank, he picked out 
Donna Johanna de Vclasco, daugliter to tlie Duke 
of Castile, and had influence enough to accomplish 
tlic alliance, tliough against the will of the duke and 
of all liis kindred. 

Some days before the nuptial ceremony, his lord- 
ship put some papers into my hand, saying, Here, 
Gil Bias, is a patent of nobility which 1 have procured 
as the reward of your services. JVIy lord, answered 
I, in much astonishment, yoiu" excellency knows 
very well that I am the son of an usher and a duenna : 
it would be caricaturing the peerage to confer it on 
mc; and besides, of all the boons in his majesty's 
power to bestow, it is that wliich I deserve and 
desire the least. Your birth, replied the muiister, ia 
a slight objection. You have been employed on 
affairs of state under tlie Duke of Lerma's adminis- 
tration qnd under mine: besides, added he with a 
smile, have you not rendered some things to CEcaar 
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which Cn?sEr ia bound, on the honor of a prince, to 
render back in anoth 1 ap ? T deal candidly, 
Santillane, you will m k a od a lord as the 

best of tlicui ; nay, m h n h your high of- 

fice about my eon i n n pa bl with plebeian 
rank, and therefore h I p ured you to be cre- 
ated. Since your excellency wdl have it so, replied 
I, there is no more to be said. So, saying no more, 
I put my new-blown honors in my pocket, and 
walked off. 

Now cnn I make any Joan a lady ! said I to my- 
Hclfwhen I had got into the street: but it was not 
the handiwork of ray parents that made me a gen- 
tleman. I may add a foot of honor to my name 
whenever I please ; and if any of my acquaintance 
ehould snuff or enigger when they call nic Don, I 
may suck my teeth, lean upon my elbow, and draw 
out my credentials of heraldiy. But let us see what 
they contain, and how the corporeal particles, which 
have accrued during my artificial contact with the 
court, are distinguished by genealogical metaphysics 
from the native clay of my original extraction. The 
instrument ran tliirs in substance : That the king, in 
acknowledgment of my zejJ in more than one instance 
for his service and the gowl of the state, had been 
graciously pleased to confer this mark of distinction 
on me. I may safely say tliat the recollection of the 
act for which I ivas promoted effectuaUy kept doivn 
my pride. Neither did the hashfidness of low birth 
ever forsake me, so that nobility to me was like a 
hair shirt to a penitent ; I determined therefore to 
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lock up tlie evidences of my Bhame in a privi 
druwer, instead of blsizoning theiu to dazzle the ej 
of die foolish and corrupt. 



CHAPTER ril. 



The poet of the Asturiaa, as the reader, if he 
thought of him, may have remarked, was very 
negligent in his intercourse with we. It was not to 
be expected that my emiiloymejits would leave me 
time to go and look after him. I had not seen him 
einee tlie critical discuBslon touching the Iphigeuia 
of Euripides, when chance threw me across him, as 
he came out of a printing-house. I accosted liim, 
saying. So ! so ! Master Nunez, you have got 
among the printers : this looks as if we were tlireat- 
ened with some new production. 

You may indeed prepare yourselves for such an 
event, answered lie : 1 liave a pamplilet just ready 
for publication wliich is likely to make some noise in 
the literary world. There can be no question about 
its merit, replied I ; but I cannot conceive why you 
waste your time in writing pamplilets : it should 
seem as if such squibs and rockets were scarcely 
worth the powder expended in their manufacture. 
It is very true, rejoined Fabricio : and I am well 
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aware that none but the most vulgar gazers are 
caught by audi holiday fii-eworke ; howei'er, this 
single one has escaped me, and I must own that it is 
a child of necessity. Hunger, aa you know, will 
bring the wolf out of the forest. 

What ! exclaimed I, is it the author of the "Count 
of Saldagna " who holds this language ? A man with 
an annuity of tw-o thousand crowns? Gently, my 
friend, interrupted Nunez : I ain no longer a 
pensioned poet. Tlie affairs of tlie treasurer Don 
Bertrand are all at sixes and sevens : he lias heen at 
the gaming table, and played ivith the public money ; 
an extent has issued, and my rent-charge is gone 
postliaste to the devil. That is a sad affair, uaJd I ; 
but may not matters come round again in that 
quarter? No chance of it, answered he: Signer 
Gomez del liibero, in plight as destitute as that of 
his poor bard, is sunk forever ; nor can he, as they 
spy, by any possible contrivance be set afloat again. 

In that case, my good friend, replied I, we must 
look out for some jiost which may make you amends 
for the loss of your aunuity. 1 will ease your con- 
science on that score, said he : though you should 
offer ijie the wealth of the Indies as a salary in one 
of your offices, I would reject the boon : clerkships 
are no object to a partner in the firm of the Muses ; 
a literary berth or absolute starvation for your 
hmnble servant ! If you must have it plump, I was 
bom to live and die a poet, and the m:m whose 
dealJny is hanging will never be drowned. 

Hut do not suppose, continued he, tliat wc are 
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altogether forlorn and destitute : besides that we ac- 
commodate the requisites of independence to our 
finances, we do not look far beyond our noses in 
calculating the average of our fortunes. It is insinu- 
ated that we often dine with the most abstemious 
orders of tlie religious ; but our Banctity in this 
particular is too credulously imputed. Tliere is not 
one of my brother wits, without excepting tlie cal- 
culators of almanacs, who has not a plate laid for 
liim at some Buhstantial tabic : for my own part, I 
have the run of two good houses. To the maetcr of 
one 1 have dedicated a romance ; and he is the first 
commissioner of taxes who was ever associated with 
the Muses : the other is a rich tradesman in Madrid^ 
whose lust is to get wits about him ; lie is not nice 
in his choice, and this town furnishes abundance to 
those who value wit more by quantity than quality. 

Then I no longer feel for you, said I to the poet 
of the Aaturias, since you are satisfied in your con- 
dition. But be that as it may, I assure you once 
more, that you have a friend in Gil Bios, however 
you may slight him : if you want my purse, come 
and take it : it will not fail you at a pincii ; and you 
must not stand between me and my sincere friend- 
ship. 

By that burst of sentiment, exclaimed Nnnez, I 
know and thank my friend Santillane : in return, let 
me give you a salutary caution. AVTiile my lord 
duke is in liis meridian, and you are all in all with 
him, reap, hind, and gather in your liarvest : when 
the Bun sets, the gleaners are sent home. I asked 
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Fabricio whether his suspicions were surely founded, 
and he returned me this answer : My information 
comes from an old knight of Calatrava, who pokes 
his noise into secrets of all sorts ; his authority passes 
current at Madrid, much as thatof the Pythian news- 
mongers did through Greece ; and thus his oracle 
was pronounced in my hearing : My lord duke has a 
host of enemies in battle arrays against him ; he 
reckons too securely upon his influence with the 
king ; for his majesty, as the report goes, begins 
to take in hostile representations with patience. I 
thanked Nunez for his friendly warning, but without 
much faith in his prediction : my master's authority 
seemed rooted in the court, like the tempest-scoffing 
fimmess of an oak in the native soil of the forest. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

OIL BLAS FINDS THAT FABRICIO' 8 HINT WAS NOT WITHOVT 
FOUNDATION. THE KINO'S JOURNEY TO SARAQOSSA. 

The poet of the Asturias was no bad politician. 
There was a court plot against the duke, with tlio 
queen at the bottom ; but their plans were too deeply 
laid to bubble at the surface. During the space of 
a whole year, my simplicity was insensible to the 
brewing of the tempest. 

The revolt of the Catalans, with France at their 
back, and the ill success of the war for their suppres- 
sion, excited the murmurs of the people, and whetted 
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their tongues against government. A council fl 
lield in the royal presence, and the Marquis de 
Grana, tlie emperor's ambassador, was Kpecially 
requested to assist. The subject in debate waa 
whetlier the liing should remain in Castile, or go and 
take the command of liis troops in Arragon. ITie 
minister spoke first, and gave it as his opinion that 
hi8 majesty should not quit the seat oi' governiuent. 
All the niembera supported liis arguments, with tlie 
exception of the Marquis de Grana, wliosc whole 
heart was with the liouse of Austria, and tlie senti- 
ments of liis soul on the tip of liis tongue, after tlie 
homely Jionesty of his nation. He allied so forcibly 
against the minister, thiit the king embraced his 
opinion from conviction, tliough contrary to the vote 
of council, and fixed the day when he would set out 
for tlie army. 

This was the first time that ever the sovereign had 
dificred from his favorite, and the latter considered 
it aa an inexpiable afFront. Just as tlie minister waa 
withdrawing to his closet, there to bite upon the 
bridle, he espied me, called mc in, and told lue willi 
much discomposure wliat had passed in debate : Yes, 
Santillane, observed lie, the king, who for the last 
twenty years has spoken only through my mouth, 
and seen with my eyes, is now to be wheedled over 
by Grana ; and that on the score of zeal for the 
house of Austria, aa if that German had a more 
Austrian soul In his body than myself. 

Hence it is easy to perceive, continued the minis- 
ter, that there is a strong party against me, with the 
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queen at the head. Heaven forbid it, aaid I, Una 
not the queen for upwards of twelve years been 
accustomed to your paramount authority, and have 
■ you not tauglit the king the knack of not consulting 
her? The desire of making a campaign may for 
once liave enliated Ills majesty on the eide of the 
Marquis de Grrana. Say nitlier that the king, 
argued my lord duke, will be surrounded by hia 
principal officers when in camp ; and tlien the dis- 
affected will find their opportunity for poisoning him 
against my administration. But they overreach 
themselves ; for I shall completely insulate the 
prince from all their approaches ; and so lie did, in a 
manner which, for example, deserves not to be 
parsed over. 

The day of the king's departure being arrived, tlie 
monarch, leaving the queen regent, proceeded tor 
Saragosaa by way of Aranjuez ; a delightful residence, 
where he whiled away three weeks. Cuen^a was 
the next stage, where the minister detained him still 
longer by a succession of amnaements. A hunting 
party was contrived at Molina in Arragon, and 
hence there was no choice of road but to Saragossa. 
The army was near at hand, and the king was pre- 
paring to review it : but his keeper sickened him of 
the project, by making him believe that he would be 
taken by the French, who were in force in the neigh- 
borhood, HO that he was cowed by a groundless ap- 
prehension, and consented to be a prisoner in hia 
own court. The minister, from an affectionate regard 
to his safety, secluded hlni from all approach ; so that 
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the principal nobOity, who had equipped themaelres 
at enormoiie charges to be about hia person, could 
not even procure an occasional audience. Philip, 
■weary ,of bad lodgings and woree recreation at 
Saragosea, and perliaps feeling himself ecarecly his 
own master, soon returned to Madrid. Tims ended 
the royal campaign, and the care of maintaining the 
honor of the Spanish colors was left to the Slarquia 
de loa Velez, commander-in-cliief. 



CHAPTER IX. 



A FKW days after the king's return, an alarming 
report prevailed iit Madrid, that the Portuguese, con- 
sidering the Catalan revolt as an opportunity offered 
them by fortune for throwing off the Spanish yoke, 
had taken arms, and chosen the Duke of Braganza 
for their king, with a full determination of supporting 
him on tlie throne. In this they conceived that they 
did not reckon without their host, bcxause Spain was 
then embroiled in Germany, Italy, Flanders, and 
Catalonia. They coidd not, in fact, have hit upon a 
crisis more favorable for their deliverance from ao 
galling a yoke. 

It was a strange circumstance, that while 
court and city were struck with consternation 
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news, my lord duke attempted to joke with the king, 
and make the Duke of Braganza his butt : I'hilip, 
however, far from falling in with this ill-tiincd 
pleasantly, assumed a serious air, of ill omen to the 
minister, who felt liia aeat to totter under him. The 
queen was now his deelared enemy, and openly 
accused liim of having caused the revolt of Portugal 
by his niisconduct. The nobility in general, and 
especially those who had been at Saragossa, when 
they saw a eloud gathering about the minister, 
joined the queen's party : ■ but the decisive blow waa 
the return of the duchess dowager of iMantua from 
her government of Portugal to Madrid, for she 
proved clearly to tlie king's conviction that the 
counsels of his own cabinet produced the revolution. 
Ilia JIajesty, deeply impressed with what he had 
heard, waa now completely recovered from every 
symptom of partiality towards his favorite. The 
minister, finding that his enemies were in possession 
of the royal ear, wrote for permission to resign his 
employments, and retire from court, since all the 
political mischances of the time were ascriljed to his 
personal delinquency. He expected a letter like 
this to produce a wonderful effect, reckoning as he 
did upon the prince's private friendship, which could 
scarcely brook a separation : but his majesty's answer 
undeceived him, by laconicallv complying with bis 
ostensible wish to withdraw. 



• At length his soTercijm frowns — the train of stnta 
Mark Itie kt^vn elnnce, and watch the Hign to hnte. 
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Such a sentence of banisliment in the lung's own 
haiid\Triting came like a thunder-storm in hancat ; 
but though destniction to liis long-cheriahcd hoi»cs, 
he affected the serene look of constancy, and asked 
me what I would do in his circumstances. I would 
drive before tlie wind, snid I ; renounce the nngrate- 
ftd court, and paaa the remainder of my days in 
peace on my own estate. You counsel wisely, 
replied my master, and I shall set out for Loeches, 
there to finish my career, after one more interview 
with his majesty, for I could wish just to convince 
him that 1 have done wliat man can do to support 
the heavy load of state upon my shoulders, and that 
vas not within the compass of possibihty to prevent 
the unfortunate events which are imputed to me as a 
crime. It were equally rcaeuDable to charge the 
pilot with the wrecking fury of the storm, and make 
him answerable for the imcontrolled jiower of tile 
elements. Thus did the minister inwardly flatter 
himself that he could set things to riglits again, and 
once more fix firm the seat which was shaking under 
him ; but he could not procure an audience, and was 

iven couimandetl to resign his key of private admis- 

ion into Iiis majesty's closet. 
This last requisition convinced him that there waa 

10 hope, and he now made up his mind in earnest 
for retirement. He lookeil over his papers, and had 
the prudence to bum a good number ; lie then 
selected a small household for his retreat, and pub- 
licly announced his departure for the next day. Ap- 
jirehending insult from the mob, if the time and 
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manner of his setting out were public, he escaped 
earlj in the morning through the kitchens out at the 
back door, got into a shabby, hired carriage, with 
his confessor and me, and reached in safety the 
road leading to Loeches, a village on his own estate, 
where his countess had founded a magnificent con- 
vent of Dominican nuns. 



• %ni ** 



CHAPTER X. 

A DIFFWULT, BUT SUCCESSFUL WEANING FROM THE WORLD. 
THE MINISTER'S EMPLOYMENTS IN HIS RETREAT. 

Madame d'Oltvarez staid behind her husband 
some few days, with the intention of trying what her 
tears and entreaties might do towards his recall ; but 
in vain did she prostrate herself before their majes- 
ties ; the king paid not the least attention to her 
pleadings and remonstrances, though artfully adapted 
for effect ; and the queen, who hated her mortally, 
took a savage pleasure in her tears. The minister's 
lady, however, was not easily discouraged : she 
stooped so low as to solicit their good offices from 
the ladies of the bed-chamber; but the fruit of all 
this meanness was only the sad conviction that it 
excited more contempt than pity. Heart-broken at 
having degraded herself by supplications so humiliat- 
ing, and yet so unavailing, she departed to her 
husband, and mourned with him the loss of a situa- 



tion, wliich, under a reign like that of Philip the 
Fourth, was little short of sovereign power. 

The accounts her ladyship brought from Madrid 
were wormwood to the duke. Your enemies, said 
she, Bobbing, with the Duke of Medina Celi at their 
head, are loud in the king's praises for your removal ; 
and the people triumph in your disgrace with an 
insolent joy, as if the cloud of adversity were to be 
dispelled by the breath which dissolved your admin- 
istration. Madam, said my master, follow my ex- 
ample ; suppress your discontent ; we must drive 
before the storm when we cannot weather it. 1 did 
think, indeed, that my favor would only be eclipsed 
with tlic lamp of life — a common illusion of ministers 
and favorites, who forget that they breathe but at the 
guod pleasure of their sovereign. Was not the Duke 
of Lenna as much mistaken aa myself, though fondly 
relying on his purple, as a pledge for the lasting 
tenure of his authority? 

Thus did my lord duke preach patience to the 
partner of his cares, wliile liis own bosom heaved 
under the direct pressure of anxiety. The frequent 
despatches from Don Henry, who was staj-ing about 
the court to pick up information, kept him continually 
on the fret. Scipio was the messenger ; for he was 
still about tlio person of that young nobleman, 
though I had relinquished my post on his marriage. 
Sometimes we heai-d of changes in tlie inferior 
departments of office, solely for the purpose of wreak- 
ing vengeance on his weatures, and filling up the 
vacancies with liia enemies. Then Don Lewis de 
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Haro was represented as advancing in favor, and 
likely to be made prime minister. But the most 
mortifying circumstance of all was tlie change in the 
viceroyalty of Naples, whicli was taten from liis 
friend, the Duke de Medina de laa Torres, and 
^)e8towed on the High Admiral of Castile, who was 
hia bitterest enejny. For this there was no other 
motive but the pleasure of giving pain to a fallen 
fevorite. 

For the first tliree months, his lordship gave him- 
self up in his solitude a prey to disappointment and 
regret j but his confessor, a lioly and pious Domini- 
can, eupporting his religious zeal with manly elo- 
qnence, succeeded In pouring the boim of cotisolation 
into his soul. By continually representing to him, 
with apostolic energj-, that his eternal salvation was 
now the only object worth his care, lie weaned him 
gradually from the uses of tlus world. His excel- 
lency was no longer panting for news from Madrid, 
but learning a new and important lesson, how to die. 
Madame d'Olivarez too, making a virtue of necessity, 
sought i-efuge for herself in the maternid guardian- 
ship of her convent, where Providence had reared up, 
for her edification in faith and good works, a sister- 
hood of holy maidens, whose spiritual discourses fed 
her soul, as if with manna in the wilderness. My 
roaster's peace within his own bosom advanced, as he 
withdrew more backward from sublunary tilings. 
The employment of his day was thus laid out : 
almost the whole morning was devoted to religious 
duties till dinner-time, and after dinner, for about 
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two hours, he played at tliiFerent games ivith me and 
Bume of his confidential domestics ; he then generally 
retired alone into his closet till sunset, when he 
walked round his garden, or rode out into the neigh- 
borhood either with his confessor or me. 

One day when I was nlone with him, and was 
particularly struckwith his apparent self-complacency, 
I took the liberty of congratulating his lordship 
on his complete reconciliation to retirement. Use, 
however late acquired, is second nature, answered 
he ; for though I have all my life been accustomed 
to the bustle of business, I assure you that I become 
every day more and more attached to this calm and 
peaceful mode of life. 



CHAPTER XL 



IIl8 excellency sometimes amused himself with 
gardening, by way of variety. One day, as I was 
watching lijs progress, he said, jokingly. You see, 
Santillane, a fallen minister can turn gardener at 
last. Nature will prevail, my lord, answered I. 
You plant and water something useful at Leeches, 
while Dionysius of Syracuse whipped school-boys at 
Corinth. My master was not displeased either with 
the comparison or the compliment. 
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We were all delighted at the castle to see our pro- 
tector, rising above the cloud of advereitj-, take 
pleasure in so novel a mode of life : but we soon 
perceived an alarming cliangc. He became gloomy, 
thoughtful, and melancholy. Our parties at play 
were all given up, and no efforts cuidd succeed to 
divert his mind. From dinner-time till evening he 
never left his closet. We thought the dreams of van- 
ished greatness had returned to break his rest ; and 
in this opinion the reverend Dominican gave the 
rein to his eloquence ; but it could not outstrip the 
course of that hypochondriac malady, which tri- 
umphed over all opposition. 

It seemed to mo there was some deeper cause, 
which it behooved a sincere friend to fathom. Taking 
advantage of our being alone together, My lord, 
said I, in a tone of mingled respect and affection, 
whence is it that you are no longer so cheerfid as 
heretofore? Has your philosophy lost ground? or 
has the world recovered its allurements ? Surely 
you would not plunge again into that gulf where 
your virtue must inevitably be slnpwTecked I No, 
heaven be praised ! replied the minister : my part at 
court has long faded from my memory, and ita trap- 
pings from mj eyes. Indeed f why, then, resumed 
I, since you have strength enough to bajiish false 
regrets, are you so weak as to indulge a melancholy 
which alarms us all? What is the matter with you, 
my dear master? continued I, falling at his knees: 
some secret sorrow preys upon you : can you hide 
it from Santillane, whose zeal, discretion, and fidelity 
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you have so often experienced? Why am T so un- 
happy aa to have lost your confidence? 

\ ou still possess it, said his lordsliip : hut I must 
own, it is reluctantly that I shall reveal the subject 
of my distress ; yet the importunities of such a friend 
are irresistible. To no one else could I impart so 
singular a confidence. Yes, I am the prey of a 
morbid melancholy wliich eats inwardly into my 
vitals : a spectre haunts me every moment, arrayed 
in the most terrific form of preternatural horror. In 
vain have I argued with myself that it is a vision 
of the brain, an unreal mockery : its continual pre- 
sentments blast my sight, and unseat my reason. 
Though my understanding teaches me, that in look- 
ing on this spectre I stare at vacancy, my spuits are 
too weak to derive comfort from the conviction. 
Thus much have you extorted from me ; now judge 
whether the cause of my melancholy is fit to be di- 
vulged. 

With equal grief and astonishment did I listen to 
the strange confession, wliich implied a total derange- 
ment of the nervous system. This, my lord, said 
I, must proceed from injudicious abstinence. So I 
thought at first, answered he ; and to try the experi- 
ment, I have been eating more than usual for some 
days past ; but it is all to no purpose ; the phantom 
takes his stand aa usual. It will vanish, said I, if 
your excellency will only divert your mind by your 
accustomed relaxations with your household. Com- 
pany and gentle occupation are the best remedies for 
these aifectjons of the spirits. 
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In a short time after this conversation, liia lord- 
sliip becuiiie seriously indispoBed, and sent for two 
notariea from Madrid, to make liis will. Three 
capital physicians followed in tiicir track, who had 
tlie reputation of curing their patients now and then. 
As soon as it was noised about the castle that these 
last undertakers were arrived, the case was given up 
for lost ; weeping and gnashing of teeth took place 
universally, and the family mourning was ordered. 
They brought with them their usual understrappers, 
an apothecary and a surgeon." The notaries were 
suffered to earn their fee fii'st, after which, death's 
notaries prepared to take a bond of the patient. 
They practised in the school of Sangrado, and from 
their very first consultation, ordered bleeding so 
frequently and freely, that in six days they brought 
his lordship to the point of death, and on the seventh 
delivered him from the terror of his sprite. 

After the minister's decease, a lively and sincere 
Borrow reigned in the castle of Loeches. The whole 
household wept bitterly. Far from deriving conso- 
lation from the certainty of being remembered in hU 
will, there waa not a dependant wlio would not 
willingly have saved Iiis life by the sacrifice of the 
legacy. As for me, whom he most delighted in, 



* Behind iiim sneaks 

Another mortal, not anIikB himself, 
Of jargon Eul], with terms otacure o'erchnrped, 
Apotheiuuy called, whoso IfeHd hands 
"With power mctlianlc, and with charms arcane, 
Apollo, gixl of medicine, has cudacd. 
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attached to hiin aa I was from disinterested friend- 
flliip, my grief was luore acute thau that of the rest. 
I quGstioa whether Autouia coat me more tears. 



CHAPTER XJL 



The minister, according to his last injunctions, 
Tvas buried without pomp and without procession In 
the convent, with a dirge of our lamentations. After 
tlie funeraJ, Madame d'Olivarez called us together to 
hear tlie will read, with which the household had 
good reason to be satisfied. Every one had a 
legacy proportioned to his claim, and none less tlian 
two thousand crowns : mine was the largest, amount- 
to ten thousand pistoles, as a mark of his singu- 
lar regard. The hospitals were not forgotten, and 
provision was made for an annual commemoration 

several convents, 

Madame d'Olivarez sent all the household to Ma- 
drid to receive their logaciea from Don Raymond Ca- 
pons, who had orders to pay them ; but I could not be 
of the party, in consequence of a violent fever from 
distress of mind, which confined me to tlie castle for 
more than a week. During that time, the reverend 
Dominican paid me all possible attention. Ho had 
conceived a friendship for me, which was not con- 
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;ned to my worldly interests, and was onxioua to 
know how I meant to dispose of myself on my re- 
covery. I answered that 1 had not yet made up my 
mind upon tlie subject : there were momenta when 
my feelings strongly prompted towards a religious 
vow. Precious momenta I exclaimed tlie Dominican, 
you will do well to profit by them. I advise you as 
a friend to retire to our convent at Madrid, for 
example ; there to become a pioua benefiictor by the 
free gift of your whole fortune, and to die in the 
livery of St. Dominic. Many i-ery questionable 
Cliristiana liave made amenda for a life of sin by so 
holy an end. 

In the actual diapoaition of my mind, this advice 
was not unpalatable ; and I promised to reflect upon 
it. But on consulting Scipio, who came to see me 
immediately after the monk, he treated the very 
notion as the phantom of a distempered brain. For 
shame ! said he ; doea not your eatate at Liriaa offer 
a more eligible aecluaion ? If you were dehghtcd 
with it formerly, the chann will be increased tenfold, 
now that the lapse of years has moderated your sense 
of pleasure, and softened down your taste to the simple 
beauties of nature. 

It was no difficult matter to operate a change in 
my inclinationa. My friend, said I, you earry it 
decidedly against the advocate of St. Dominic. We 
will go back to Lirias aa aoon as I am well enough 
to travel. This happened shortly ; for aa the fever ' 
subsided, I soon felt myself sufficiently strong to put 
my design in execution. M'e went first to Madrid. 
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Tlie sight of that city gave me far other seneaS! 
than heretofore. As 1 knew that Rlmust ita whole 
population heJJ in horror the memory of a minieter 
of wlioni I cherished the most affectionate remem- 
brance, I could not feel at my ease within ite pre- 
cincts. My stay was therefore limited to five or six 
days, while Scipio was making the necessary ar- 
rangements for oiir rustication. In the mean time, 
I waited on Caporia, and i-cceived my legacy in ready 
money. I likewise made my arrangements with the 
receivers for the regular remittance of my pensions, 
and settled all my affairs in due order. 

The evening before our departure, I asked the son 
of Cosclina whether he had received liis farewell 
from Don Henry. Yes, answered he; we took 
leave of each other tliis morning with mutual civility : 
he went so far as to express his regret that I should 
quit him ; but however well satisfied he might be 
with me, I am Ity no means so with him. Mutual 
content is like a river, which must have its banks on 
either side. Besides, Don Henry makes but a piti- 
ful figure at court now ; he has fallen into utter 
contempt ; people point at him with their finger in 
the streets, and call him a Genoese bastard. Judge, 
then, for yourself, whether it is consistent with my 
character to keep up the connection. 

We left Madrid one morning at sunrise, and went 
for Cuen^a. The following waa the order of o\ir 
equipment : wc two in a chaise and pair, three 
mules, laden with baggnge and money, led by two 
grooms and two stout footmen, well armed, in the 
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rear ; the grooms wore sabres, and the postilion had 
a pair of pistols in his holsters. As we were seven 
men in all, and six of us determined fellows, I took 
the road gaylj, without trembling for my legacy* 
In the villages through which we passed our mules 
chimed their bells merrily, and the peasants nm to 
their doors to see us pass, supposing it to be at least 
the parade of some nobleman going to take posses- 
sion of some viceroyalty. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

THE RETURN OF GIL BLAS TO HIS SEAT, HIS JOY AT FLVD' 
INO HIS GODDAUGHTER SERAPHINA MARRIAGEABLE: AND 
HIS OWN SECOND VENTURE IN THE LOTTERY OF LOVE. 

We were a fortnight on our journey to Lirias, 
having no occasion to make rapid stages. The sight 
of my own domain brought riielancholy thoughts into 
my mind, with the image of my lost Antonia ; but 
better topics of reflection came to my aid, with a full 
purpose to look at things on the brighter side, and 
the lapse of two-and-twenty years, which had gradu- 
ally impaired the force of tender regret. 

As soon as I entered the castle, Beatrice and her 
daughter greeted me most cordially, while the family 
scene was interesting in the extreme. When their 
mutual transports were over, I looked earnestly at 
my goddaughter, saying. Can this be the Serapliina 
whom I left in her cradle ? How tall and pretty I We 
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most make a good match for her. THiat ! m j dear 
god&diery cried nxy hide girl, with an eiefaantiiig^ 
Uoshy joo hare but just seen me, and do too want 
to get rid of me at ooce? Xo, mr IotcIt child, re- 
}died I, we hope not to lose joa hr marriage, bat 
to find a hosband for joa in the neighborhood. 

There is one readj to toot hands, said Beatrice. 
Seraphina made a conquest one dar at mass. Her 
suitor has declared his passion, and asked my coo- 
sent. I UM him that his acceptance depended cm 
her father and her god&ther ; and here joa are to 
determine for joorselves. 

What is the diaracter of this village lordling? said 
Sdpio. Is he not, like his fellows, the little tyrant 
of the soil, and ins<Jent to those who have no pedi- 
gree to boast? The fiirthest £rom it in the world, 
answered Beatrice ; the young man is gentle in his 
temper and polished in his manners ; handsome with- 
al, and somewhat under thirty. You paint him in 
flattering colors, said I to Beatrice; what i$ his 
name? Don Juan de Jutella, replied Scipio's wiie : 
it is not lonjj since he came to his inheritance : he 
lives on his own estate, about a mile off, ii\-ith a 
younger sister, of whom he takes care. I once knew 
something of his family, observed I ; it is one of 
the best in Valencia. I care less for lineage, cried 
Scipio, than for the qualities of the heart and mind ; 
this Don Juan will exactly suit us, if he is a good 
sort of man. He is belied else, said Seraphina, 
with a blushinir interest in our conversation ; the 
inhabitants of Lirias, who know him well, say all 
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the good of hliD you can conceive. I smiled at tluB ; 
and her father, not less quick-lighted, saw plainly 
that her heart hod a share in the testimony of her 
tungue. 

The gentleman soon heard of our arrival, and paid 
his res[>ect8 to us within two days. His address Wiis 
jtleasing and manly, so as to prepossess us in his 
favor. He affected merely to welcome us home as a 
neighbor. Our reception was such as not to dis- 
courage the repetition of his visit ; but not a word 
of Seraphina I Wlien he was gone, Beatrice asked 
ua liow we liked him. We oould haie no objection 
to make, and gave it aa our opinion that Scraphina 
could not dispose of herself better. 

The next day, Scipio and I returned the visit. 
We took a guide, and luckily ; for otherwise it might 
have puzzled us to find the place. It was not till 
our actual arrival that it was visible ; for the man- 
sion was situated at the foot of a mountain, in the 
middle of a wood, whose lofty trees hid it from our 
view. There was an antique and ruinous apjjear- 
ance about it, which spoke more for the descent than 
the wealth of its proprietor. On our entrance, how- 
ever, the elegance of the interior arrangement made 
amends for the dilapidated grandeur of the outer 
walls. 

Don Juan received us in a handsooie room, wliere 
he introduced his sister Dorothea, a lady between 
nineteen and twenty years of age. She was a good 
deal tricked out, as if she Iiad primed and loaded 
herself for conquest, in expectation of our visit. 
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Thua presenting all her charms in fiill force, ehe did 
hj me much as Antonia had done before ; but I 
managed my raptures eo discreetly, that even Scipio 
had no suHpicion. Our conversation turned, as on 
the preceding day, on the mutual pleasure of good 
neighborhood. Still he did not open on tlie subject 
of Sei-uphina, nor did we attempt to draw him out. 
During our interview, I often cast a side glance at 
Dorothea, though with all the reserve of delicate 
apprehension; whenever our eyes mot, the citadel 
¥ of my heart was ready to surrender. To describe 
the object of my loi'e justly, as well aa feelingly, her 
beauty was not of the most perfect kind : her skin 
was of a dazzling whiteness, and her lips united the 
color with the fragrance of the rose ; but her features 
were not bo regular and well proportioned as might 
have been wished : yet, altogether, she won my 
heart. 

In short, I left the mansion of Jutclla a different 
man from what I was on entering it: so that, re- 
turning to Lirias with my whole soul absorbed in 
Dorothea, I saw and spoke only of her. How is 
this, master? said Scipio with a look of astonish- 
ment : you seem to be \cry much taken with Don 
Juan's sister ! Can you be in love with her? Yes, 
my friend, answered I : to my shame be it spoken. 
Since the dontli of Antonia, Iiow many lovely females 
have passed in review before me with indifference ! 
and must my passions be irresistibly kindled at this 
time of life? Indeed, sir, replied the son of Cos- 
clina, you may bless your stars, instead of squab- 
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bling with yourself: jou are not so old as to make 
your sacrifice at the shrine of love a by-word ; and 
time has not yet ploughed such furrows on your 
brow as to render hopeless the desire of pleasing. 
When you see Don Juan next, ask him boldly for 
his sister : he cannot refuse her to you ; and besides, 
if his ^dews in her settlement are ambitious, how 
can he do better ? You have a patent of nobility in 
your pocket, and upon that your posterity may ride 
easy ; after five generations, when pedigree herself 
shall be lost in the confusion of her materials, it may 
exercise the diligence of learned inquir}" to trace the 
&mily of the Santillanes to the beginning of its 
archives, and consecrate the fame of its founder by 
the indistinctness of his story. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A DOUBLE MARRIAGE, AND THE CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY. 

By this discourse, Scipio encouraged nic to de- 
clare myself, without considering how he exposed 
me to the danger of a refusal. My own resolution 
was taken with fear and trembling. Though I carried 
my years well, and might have sunk at least ten, it 
did not seem unlikely that a young beauty might 
turn up her nose at the disparity. I determined, 
however, to bolt the question the first time I saw her 
brother, who was not without his trepidations on the 
subject of my goddaughter. 
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He returned my call the nest mommg, just aa I 
had done dressing. Signor de Santillone, naW he, 
I wish to speak witli you on some serious business. 
I took liiin into my closet, where entering on the 
subject ut once, I imagine, continued he, tliat yoii 
are not unacquainted with tlie purpose of my visit : 
I love Seraphina ; you are all in all with licr father ; 
I must request you therefore to intercede and procure 
for me the accomplishment of my heart'a desire ; then, 
shall I have to tliank you for the prime bliss of my 
existence. Signor Don Juan, answered I, as you 
come to the point at once, you can have no objection 
to my following your example ; My good offices are 
fidly at your service, and I shall hope for yours with 
your sister in return. 

Don Juan was agreeably eurpriaed- Crtn it be 
poseible, exclaimed he, that Dorothea should have 
made a conquest of your lieart since yesterday? It 
e even so, said I, and it would m^c me the happi- 
est of men if the proposal should meet witli your 
joint ap|»robation. You may rely on that, replied 
he; though with some pretensions to family pride, 
yours is not an alliance to be despised. You flatter 
me highly, rejoined I; tliat you are not mealy- 
mouthed about receiving a commoner into yoiir pedi- 
gree is a mark of good sense ; but even if nobili- 
ty had been fi necessary ingredient in your sister's 
requisites for a husband, we should not liavc quar- 
relled on that account. I hin-e worked out twenty 
years in tho trammels of office ; and the king, as a 
iinl of my long labors, baa granted me a patent 
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of nobility. Thia high-minded gentlemun read my 
credentiuls over with extreme siiCiisftu'tion, and re- 
turning them, told me that Dorothea was mine. 
And ISeraphina yours, exclaimed I. 

Thus were tlie two marriages agreed on between 
18. The consent of the intended brides was all that 
remained ; for we neither of us presumed to control 
the inclinations of our wards. My friend therefore 
carried home my proposal to his sister, and I called 
Scipio, Beatrice, and my goddaughter together, for 
the purpose of laying open a similar project, Bea- 
trice voted loudly for immediate acceptance, and 
Seraphina silently. The father did not say miicli 
against it, but boggled a little at the fortune he 
must give to a gentleman whose seat required such 
immediate and extensive repairs. I stopped Scipio's 
mouth by telling him that was my concern, and that 
I should contribute four thousand pistoles to the 
architect's estimate- 
In the evening, Don Jnan came again. Vour 
business is going swimmingly, said I ; pray lieaveu 
mine may promise as fairly. Better it cannot, an- 
swered he ; my iiiHuence was quite unnecessary to 
prevail with Dorothea ; your person had made its 
impression, and your manners pleased her. You 
were afraid she might not like you ; while she, with 
more reason, having nothing to offer you but her 
heart and hand . . , What would she offer more 'f 
interrupted I, out of my wits with joy. Since the 
lovely Dorothea can think of me without repugnance, 
I ask no more : ray fortune is ample, and the pos- 
ti of her is the only dowry 1 aKovAd ■sa.Vvvs,- 
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r nu|itiala, and nitting off all superflm 
monies. I closeted the gentleman wiib Seraphiiin'a 
parents ; tiie settlements were soon agreed on, and 
he took his leave, promising to retimi next day with 
Dorothea. My eager desire of appearing agreealJe 
in that lady's eyps occasioned me to spend tlu-ce 
hours at least in adjusting my dress, and communi- 
cating tlie air of a lover to my person ; Itnt I could 
not do it so much to my mind as in my younger 
days. The preparations for courtship are a pleasure 
to a young man, but a serious business and hazard- 
ous speculation to one who ia beginning to be oldish. 
And yet it turned out better than my hopes or de- 
serta ; for Don Juan'a sister received me so gracious- 
ly as to put me in good humor with myself. I was 
charmed with the turn of lier mind, and foreboded 
that, with discreet management and much deference, 
I might really get her to like me as well as anybody 
else. Full of ibis sweet hope, I sent for the law- 
yers to draw up the two contracts, and for the cler- 
gjnian of Paterna to bring us better acquainted 
with our mistresses. 

Thus did I light the torch of Hymen for the sec- 
ond time, and it did not bum blue with the brim- 
stone of repentance. Dorothea, hke a, virtuous wife, 
made a pleasure of her duty ; in gratitude for the 
pains I took to anticipate .'dl her wishes, she soon 
loved me as well as if I had been younger. Don 
Juan and my goddaughter were most enthusiastic in 



J 



DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 407 

their mutual ardor; and what was most unprece- 
dented of all, the two sisters-in-law loved one another 
sincerely. Don Juan was a man in whom all good 
qualities met : my esteem for him increased daily, 
and he did not repay it with ingratitude. In short, 
we were a happy and united family : we could 
scarcely bear the interval of separation between 
evening and morning. Our time was divided be- 
tween Lirias and Jutella : his excellency's pistoles 
made the old battlements to raise their heads again, 
and the castle to resume its lordly port. 

For these three years, reader, I have kd a life of 
immixed bliss in this beloved society. To perfect 
my satisfaction, heaven has deigned to send me two 
smiling babes, whose education will be the anmse- 
ment of my declining years ; and if ever husband 
might tenture to hazard so bold an h}^othesis, I 
devo utly believe myself their father. 



THE END. 
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